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VINKO ZGANEC
AND THE BURGENLAND CROATS

SUMMARY

Tdging from his published works, V. Zgance followed with
interest the life of Croats living outside of their historical
homeland. Through his c¢hildhood in Medimurje amd his bi-
lingual schooling, he inevitably devcloped an affinity towards bi-
cultural environments such as is that, for example, of Burgenland
in Austria. Larer, Zgance became acquainted with the work of
Franjo Kuha# and Fran Kurclec, both fundamental ressarchers of
the Croatian minorities in Austrian and Hungary. The author
emphasises that the Croatian cultural revival in Burgenland was at
its peak at the time of the activities of Vinko Zgancec. The
publication Jaékar (Hrvatske narodne jacke iz Gradiféa, Cakovec
1964 fCroatian Folk Songs from Burgenland/), is an example of
the fruitful culmural links between Vinko Zpganes and Martin
Merfié, the religious and cultural activist from Burgenland.

This publication represenis the beginning of systematic rescarch
into the traditional folklore of the Burgenland Croats, As this
mspiring and scientifically-based publication was printed in only
o limited edition, the writer suggests thar it be re-printed.
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