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ACQUAINTANCE WITH CROATIAN QRAL SONGS
OF MEDIMURJE BEFORE THE COMMENCEMENT
OF THE RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

OF DR. VINKO ZGANEC

SUMMARY

Despite the fact that the beginnings of Zpganec's
cthnomusicological activities can be interpreied in the context of
the dmes in which his formation as an intellectual ook place,
ogether with the context of certain semewhat delayed recidivism
of romaniicism active in the small North Croatian province -
Medimurje - at the same 1ime, a scrics of facts indicate that other
assumptions - perhaps even polemic ones - existed which could
have influenced Zganec's very carly entry inte
ethnomusicological work,

When that Croatian folk sonps of Medimurje are in question,
present day research shows that races of their being known can be
notzd very carly on. As early as from the 16tk cenlury, various
song-books and collections are found lo contain songs which
more or less certainly came into being in the region of Medimurje.
The number of ¢ollectors of both texts and melodies inercased
during the 19th century, together with an inerease in the number
of eollections in manuscript form of Croatian oral songs from
Medimurtje. From 1861, when Medimurje again came under the
rule of Hungary, literary lile in Medimurje - bath due 10 langnage
relorm in Croatia, and imereasing Hungarisation - suddenly began
lo wither away. When the periodical publications
Medimurje!Murakiz and Medimurski kalendor (Medimurian
Calandar) started Lo appear, despite their bias, they were unuble -
both becanse of their contribulors and their readers - 1o detour
arpund the Croalian oral poetry of Medimurje, From its first issue,
Medimurje/Murakdz presented an sbundance of swrics, sayings
and oral songs {part of this malcrial also appearing in Medimurski
kalendar), This can be seen in rhe 6th nimber of
MedimurjeiMurakiz,

Under the title Medimurje, Turaj Gerencer, a teacher from
yedcliﬁéc. published a song which we fmd given as Number 3 in
Zganec's Medimurje u svojim pjesmama (Medimurje in Her
Songs), while Florijan Andrafec published the first three stanzas
of the song as the motto of his collection Medimurske fijolice
{Medimurian Violews). In number 40 in the 2nd yesr of
publication of Medimurje/Murakéz one find Pesem od Belusine
(Bclusin’s Song) from Donji Vidovee. At the end of the same song
there is a note: “"From the collection of Medimurian traditional
songs of Anton Medimurac”. The collection referred 1o has
remained lost to the present day, In the 13th number of
Medimurje/Murakdz in 1989, Popevka od protuletia (A Song of
Spring), a song made up of 12 quatrains, was printed. It was
signed by Duro Cirkventié [rom Benkovec (near Malu Subotica).
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In his book {Irvatske puéke popijevke iz Medimurja (Croatian
Folk Songs rom Medimurje) Vol 1, Zgancc gives 5 stanzas of
this song under Number 442,

Interest in Croatian oral lilerature was cven more intense when
Feremcz Goneri and Yozsef Marpitai starred writing articles in
Medimurje/Murakéz. Tn 1889, in numbers 10, 15 and 17, Jdzsel
Margitai wrote an article Murakazi horvdt népdalok (Medimurian
Croatian Folk Sengs). In his paper Margitai also published the
songs Zahman je fitek (LIfe is All in Vun), Lep ram je vet ograjen
(Our Lavely Flower Garden is Fenced) sand Sefali smo badulka (We
Have Sown Beansg). In later armuals of the periodicsl, numerous
Croatian folk songs appeared along with descriptions of [olk
customs. It 15 fair to zay that besides Croatian writers and
scholars, at the end of the 19th century, and Hungarian
ethnopraphers and ethnomusicologists started 1o show interest in
the Croatian folk songs of Medimurje.

Apart of thar of Ginezi, the work of other authors was not kmown
in seience @ the present day,
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