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WESTERN SLAVONIA - DEVELOPMENT OF THE

ETHNIC COMPOSITION®

I. CRKVENCIC, Z. PEPEONIK

On the basis of historical sources and the results of the
population censuses the authors analyse the development
of the ethnic composition in Western Slavonia. Croats here
are the autochtonous population, and the contemporary
heterogeneous ethnic structure is a consequence of secon-
dary colonisation in this region during Ottoman occupa-
tion, and especially after their withdrowal at the end of
17th century. Croats are here the ethnic majority. From the
first, censuses until the middle 20th century they were a
relative majority, and since 1948 they formed an absolute
majority of the population.

Zapadna Slavonija - razvoj narodnosnog
sastava

Na temelju povijesnih izvora i rezultata statistickih popisa
stanovnidtva autori analiziraju razvoj narodnosnog sastava
kraja. Hrvati su autohtono stanovnidtvo a sadasnji hetero-
geni etni¢ki sastav posljedica je sekundarne kolonizacije
kraja u vrijeme osmanlijske okupacije a narodito nakon
njihova povladenja u 17. stoljeéu. Hrvati su veéinski narod
s time $to su od poletka statistidkih popisa stanovnika do
sredine 20. stolje¢a imali relativnu a od 1948. g. i apso-
lutnu veéinu.

In this work, the term Western ruvar, Grubigno Polje and Pakrac)
Slavonia will refer to the region of are in the basin of the Ilova river
five former (until 1993) municipali-  (which drains the slopes of the Bilo-
ties of Croatia. Three of them (Da-  gora, Papuk and Psunj mountains),

* Prijevod ¢lanka s hrvatskog jezika objavljenog u &asopisu »Drustvena istraZivanja«, 4-5,
God. 2(1993), 335-364, Zagreb, IPDI.

39



L. Crkvendié i Z. Pepeonik: Western Slavonia — Ethnic Composition

Acta Geogr. Croat., vol. 28, 39-66, 1993.

and the other two (Nova GradisSka
and Novska) are in the Posavina (Sava
Valley) part of the region. Thus, it is

Fig. 1. A UNPA Sector West
1 Occupied area

Sl. 1. A UNPA sektor zapad
1 Okupirano podrucdje
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a combination of the Poilovlje (Ilova
Basin) and Posavina zones.

The total surface area of the ter-
ritory in the borders of the above-
mentioned municipalities is 3,166
km?, in which 157,332 people lived in
307 settlements in 1991, or 49 per-
sons/km? (the average for the Repu-
blic of Croatia is 81 persons/km?).
The largest settlements, with the
largest concentration of non-agricul-
tural activity, are the municipal cen-
ters, where in 1991 43,453 persons
or 27.7% of the total population li-
ved. The territory is ethnically quite
complex. The Croatians are an abso-
lute majority of the population
(55.1%), while the Serbians are the
second largest group (28.8%), and
there are also Czechs, Hungarians,
Italians and other nationalities. It is
thus a relatively thinly populated
region characterized by smaller set-
tlements and a low level of urbani-
zation, and a complex ethnic compo-
sition in which the Croatians make
up the majority.

Even though the Serbs make up
less than a third of the total popula-
tion, in 1991 they staged an uprising
against the government of the Repu-
blic of Croatia (with the help of Gre-
ater Serbian nationalists and the
former Yugoslav Army, at the time
already Serbian) and proclaimed it a
part of their so-called »Republic of
Serbian Krajina«. The local non-Ser-
bian population, with help of the
rest of Croatia, was able to liberate
most this territory from Serbian pa-
ramilitary formations. But, in spite
of this, the largest part of this region
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(the whole Daruvar, Grubigno Polje
and Pakrac municipalities, as well
as a small western part of the Nova
Gradiska municipality ‘and an east-
ern part of the Novska municipality)
was included in the regions under
the protection of the U.N. and called
UNPA Sector West.

It should be stressed that the
largest part of the cited 28.8% Ser-
bian population in Western Slavonia
lives in the Poilovlje zone, while the-
re are very few in the Posavina area.
This means that the Serbs of We-
stern Slavonia are not territorially
linked with the neighboring Bosnia-
Herzegovina, which they also claim
as a Serbian state. At the same ti-
me, the Posavina part of Western
Slavonia is important for highway
and railroad traffic and connects ea-
stern Croatia with the rest of the co-
untry, which is, because of the Ser-
bian occupation of the southern part
of Western Slavonia, totally closed
to all traffic.

The purpose of this article is to
briefly show that the changes in the
organization and the ethnic structu-
re of the area through the years pro-
ve the unjustness of Serbian claims
to this part of the Republic Croatia.

Organization and population
of the area before Turkish
conquest

The organization and population
of Western Slavonia can only be re-
liably researched from the 14th cen-
tury, and this on the basis of data on

the number of Catholic parishes re-
corded in 1334 (1).

The border between the Zagreb
and Peéuh diocese passed through
this territory at that time, so that
the municipalities of Daruvar, Gru-
bisno Polje, Pakrac and Novska be-
longed to the medieval Zagreb dio-
cese, and Nova Gradiska fell under
the Peéuh diocese. In this time there
were two archdeaconships on the
territory of the Zagreb dioceses, Gu-
$¢e and Svetaéje, and one in the Pe-
¢uh diocese, PoZeska. The Gusée arc-
hdeaconship covered the territory of
the municipalities of Grubigno Polje
and Virovitica, as well as parts of
Bjelovar and Durdevac. This archde-
aconship had a total of 32 Catholic
parishes, of which about 10 are on
the territory dealt with in this text.
The Svetaéje archdeaconship cove-
red the territory of the Daruvar, Pa-
krac and Novska municipalities, and
contained 34 Catholic parishes. In
the PoZega archdeaconship, about
10 Catholic parishes were located in
the territory of Western Slavonia.

On the basis of these facts it can
be estimated that in the first half of
the 14th century there were between
50 and 60 Catholic parishes in We-
stern Slavonia. It is notable that in
this time period, there was no other
religious group in the region except
Catholics. From this follows that in
the first half of the 14th century We-
stern Slavonia was a purely Catholic
and Croatian territory. The eventual
arrival of a small number of forei-
gners belonged to the army and rep-
resented an unrelated, foreign de-
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mographic element. Besides this,
the territory was incorporated into
the Croatian administrative-territo-
rial jurisdiction, so that its larger
part (mainly the Poilovle region) be-
longed to the KriZevci prefecture
(#upanija), and the smaller part to
the PoZega prefecture.

This relatively uniform populati-
on of autochthonous Croatian inha-
bitants remained a characteristic of
this region all up until the first half
of the 16th century, that is until the
arrival of the Ottoman Turks, which
is reflected in the census of church
parishes from 1501 (2). It is believed
that in the Toplica (today's Daruvar
Municipality) and Pakra (Pakrac)
districts there were only between
16,000 and 20,000 residents at the
start of the 16th century. It can be
projected that along with Svetadje in
Posavina, and parts of the districts
of Gusée and PoZega, the whole re-
gion had at the time around 50,000
residents and this exclusively au-
tochthonous Croats.

Ottoman Turkish Period
1554-1687

The number of residents of this
region began to decrease signifi-
cantly after the first half of the 16th
century, and this out of fear of the
Ottoman army, which was approa-
ching from the southeast. The region
was gradually depopulated. Nume-
rous data and documents show the
flight of the autochthonous Croatian
population towards the west, over
the Ilova (3), some all the way into
Stajerska and Kranjska (Slovenia)
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(4), or towards the north over the
Drava into Hungary and Austria
(Gradisée-Burgenland) (5). In Gradi-
Sée a small number of the descend-
ents of these settlers resisted assi-
milation with the Germans and Hun-
garians and today still speak the
Croatian language.

Because of the flight of the inde-
genous Croatian population to the
west and northwest, the Turks fo-
und the region almost empty when
they finally conquered it in 1544. To
hold this territory they had to reset-
tle and reorganize it.

In the former population centers
muslim settlers were brought in,
and with islamization, a majority of
the indegenous Croatian residents
joined them (6). The quick and rela-
tively easy conversion of the inde-
genous Croats to Islam should not
be surprising considering the fear of
the Turks, who would take away in-
digenous populations into slavery or
impose various taxes, of which the
worst was the blood-tax. There was
an especially great fear of the inhu-
man acitivites of the irregular bands
of Orthodox border guards serving
the Turks, who mercilessly looted,
burned and killed the indigenous po-
pulation. On the other hand, accep-
ting Islam not only meant security,
but also various privileges. It does
not have to be forgotten that the only
example the people had to follow we-
re their former nobles, and the lead-
ing noble family of this territory —
the Svetalki nobles — converted to
Islam (7). For the further settlement
of this territory, during this period
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the Ottomans brought in transhu-
mant cattle-herders (8), over 10,000
Orthodox settlers, mainly members
of the families of the martologs (Or-
thodox Christian border guards in
the service of the Ottomans) (9). The-
se martologs came into this territory
during the course of the conquest (in
itself a precursor to ethnic clean-
sing, which is in fact what these bor-
der guards carried out). Today it is
hard to estimate how much of this
Orthodox population was Vlach and
how much Serb (10), as the process
of slavicization (Serbization) of the
Vlachs, or rather the old Balkan cat-
tle-herders of Roman decent, was al-
ready under way, and only finished
towards the end of the 19th century.
Proof of a large population of Vlachs
is also the name »Mala Vlaskac,
which a larger part of this territory
was called after their settlement, as
well as the phrase »vlaski«, used for
a long time to refer to these people,
and this not to refer to cattle-herd-
ers or meant in an insulting sense
(11). However, a majority of Serb
writers refering to this and other
migrations, such as M. Grbié (12), D.
Ruvarac (13), A. Ivié (14) and others,
do not even attempt to touch the qu-
estion of the Vlachs, they simply
change them into Serbs from the ori-
ginal documents without any sort of
explanation. They also do not men-
tion the privileges that the Peé Or-
thodox Patriarchate had in the Otto-
man Empire, a cause for the spread
of Orthodoxy which only later, at the
end of the 19th century, began to be
identified with Serb nationality. This

traditional cattle-herding orthodox po-
pulation was in general settled in
most parts of the Papuk and Psunj
foothills, as well as the slopes of Bilo-
gora. The unceretain and quite swa-
mpy lowland area along the Ilova
river bordering Austria was in the
143 years of Ottoman rule unsettled
and grew over with forest (15).

When the Turks conquered this
territory they established their own
administration and state authority.
The territory was first incorporated
into the Bosnian sanjak, and later,
in 1557, it was transferred into the
newly founded Zadasna (Cazma) sa-
njak. With the weakening of Otto-
man authority the center of the sa-
njak moved towards the east, in
1565 in Pakrac, and by 1570 to Cer-
nik (16).

To strenghten its position in re-
lation to the considerably successful
Turkish military organization, Au-
stria organized a military frontier in
1580 (17 & 18) in which parts of the
Western Slavonian regions dealt
with in this text were included. This
included the Poilovlje area that ro-
ughly coincides with today's Grubis-
no Polje municipality, as well as the
Posavina area. The regions of the
Daruvar and Pakrac municipalities
were not included in the military
frontier. The military frontier was
later, in the middle of the 18th cen-
tury, organized into regiments, so
that the area of the Grubino Polje
minicipality was in the Bjelovar re-
giment, and the Posavina region
was in the Gradi$ka regiment (its
headquarters were in Nova Gradis-
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ka). All of the fortifications, military
garrisons and fuedal lands were put
under military administration (19).

The establishment of the mili-
tary frontier prevented the possibil-
ity of raids and pillaging of the mar-
tologs in the areas west of the Ilova
(20). This caused great dissatisfacti-
on among the martologs and this led
to revolts as well as their resettle-
ment on the Austrian side. The first
defections of these martologs to the
Austrian side were already recorded
in 1587 (21). The Austrian frontier
soldiers were given a number of pri-
vileges which caused further immi-
gration of the martologs, and to the
further depopulation of the Turkish
part of the region. In this way, Or-
thodoxy, and with it later the Serbi-
an nationality, spread west of the
Tlova. The relatively recent ethnoge-
nesis of these Serbs from Vlachs is
shown by the fact that the Croatian
population in this region still refer
to the Serbs as Vlachs, and not in an
insulting sense nor to refer to them
as cattle-herders, because as far-
mers they did not differ from the
Croatian population. However, the
migration of the martologs already
brought about the depopulation of
this territory during the course of
the turkish occupation.

The Post-Ottoman Period

With the withdrawal of the Turks
from Western Slavonia in 1687, the
territory was once again left almost
barren. The muslim population re-
treated into Bosnia with the Turks,
and with them the indigenous Croats
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who had converted to Islam. They
left behind stable settlements where
they had cultivated the land. In a
period of less than 150 years, this
region was left almost empty for the
third time. New colonization came
quite quickly after the Turkish with-
drawal, and it was carried out by
the military authorities (in the mili-
tary frontier which lasted until
1881) and the landed nobility (in the
areas under civilian authority). Even
so, the colonization went slowly at
first, because under the conditions of
feudalism, only free peasants could
move (22).

There were differences between
the Poilovlje and Posavina areas in
the colonization during the post-Ot-
toman period. In the Poilovlje region
there were four different colonial ti-
des: the first was made up of Croats
and Serbs from Bosnia; the second
was made up of Croats from the Si-
sak Posavina region and from the
region of the KriZevci regiment,
which was mainly made up of des-
cendents of the martologs who cros-
sed over earlier (23); the third and
fourth were made up of Croatians
from Gorski Kotar, Lika and Velebit
littoral foothills (24). In the second
half of the 18th century, more inten-
sive settlement was promoted by the
Jankovié counts, who were the ow-
ners of Daruvar, Siraé and Pakrac
estates (25). From then up until the
first half of the 19th century, the set-
tlers were mainly Croatians from
Gorski Kotar and Lika, who were
gradually joined by Croatians from
Croatian Zagorje and Prigorje. They
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mainly settled the swamply low-
lands along the Ilova river. The Jan-
koviés were the first to bring in fo-
reign settlers (26). The first to come
were German craftsman, merchants
and officials, and later Hungarian
peasants from the Jankovié holdings
in Hungary. In the 1820s they were
joined by Czechs as well (27). But
the first real »boom« of settlement
occurred only towards the end of the
19th century, casued by an agrarian
crisis (28). Many Croatian peasants
were aversely affected by the crisis,
so they sold their property and left
this territory (many even emmigra-
ted overseas), and their land was re-
settled by new colonists from all
over the various parts of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy (29): Germans
(30), Czechs, Slovaks, Hungarians,
Italians and others, which caused a
large growth in the number of inha-
bitants and a greater heterogeneity
of the ethnic composition (31).

In the Posavina region the set-
tlers came from other nearby terri-
tories. In the 17th and 18th centuri-
es the territory was settled by Cro-
ats and Serbs from Bosnia. In the
19th century this Bosnian immigra-
tion diminished, but did not end. A
stronger wave of immigration began
from Lika, Gorski Kotar, neighbo-
ring Polonje, Moslavina, and some
from Croatian Zagorje. There was
also a noticeable number of Serbs
from Lika, Banija and Kordun.

With the cited ethnic cleansing
of the autochthonous Croatian popu-
lation and the subsequent secondary
colonization, this earlier etnically pu-

re Croatian area became the most he-
terogenous part of the Republic of
Croatia. Even so, the Croatian inha-
bitants lived here continually, and
are the most numerous from the
very first population census. The gre-
at value of this ethnically complex
area is that all of the non-Croatian
inhabitants consider the Republic of
Croatia as their homeland. This was
best expressed in the common and
spontaneous resistance of the Croa-
tians and the non-Croatian inhabi-
tants against the Serbs, who staged
an armed uprising against the Re-
public of Croatia in 1991 and tried
to declare this area a part of a Gre-
ater Serbia.

Change in the Number of
Inhabitants from 1857 to 1991

The change in the number of in-
habitants in Western Slavonia can
be followed only from 1857 when a
population census was instituted. In
the period from 1857 until 1991 the
number of inhabitants in this terri-
tory grew from 87,373 to 157,332
persons, or an 80% increase. This me-
ans that in a period of 134 years the
population of this territory did not
even double. This increase in the
number of inhabitants was a result
of two opposing trends of fluctuation
in the number of inhabitants, na-
mely its growth until 1931 and its
decrease from 1931. The number of
inhabitants of this region very likely
grew all up until 1941, but because
of the start of the Second World War
a census of the population was not
held, there is not data for the actual
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Tab. 1. Changes in the number of inhabitants in the municipalities of Western Sla-
vonia, 1857-1991.

Tab. 1. Promjene broja stanovnika u opéinama zapadne Slavonije u razdoblju
1857-1991.

Municipality 1857 1869 1880 1890 1900 1910 1921
Daruvar 13252 18682 20970 27312 31599 36275 35410
Grubisno Polje 11729 13607 14275 20372 23875 24922 24582
Nova Gradiska 32098 35326 35282 41351 45721 53457 51439
Novska 16843 18522 18444 21803 23578 26128 25097
Pakrac 13451 17263 18509 25049 28591 32331 31143
Total 87373 103400 107480 135887 153364 173113 167671

Municipality 1931 1948 1953 1961 1971 1981 1991
Daruvar 38831 35849 37242 37348 34471 31424 30092
Grubisno Polje 25672 20788 22091 21037 18333 15756 14206
Nova Gradiska 57202 59090 61068 63126 63754 61267 60749
Novska 26801 23613 24153 24395 23953 24530 24696
Pakrac 34147 27828 29293 29834 28679 27903 27589
Total 182653 167168 173847 175740 169190 160880 157332

Korenéié, M., Naselja i stanovni$tvo SR Hrvatske 1857-1971, Republi¢ki zavod za statistiku SR

Hrvatske, Zagreb 1979.

Statisti¢ki godignjak SR Hrvatske, Republi¢ki zavod za statistiku SR Hrvatske, Zagreb 1989.
Popis stanovnistva 1991, Narodnosni sastav Hrvatske po naseljima, Dokumentacija 881, Repu-

bli¢ki zavod za statistiku, Zagreb 1992.

change in the number of inhabitants
in this territory for the decade befo-
re World War II.

In the period before 1931 the po-
pulation of the territory grew by
109%, or more than doubled and this
mainly in the first 33 years, that is,
up until 1890. In this relatively short
time the population of the territory
grew by 55.5%. The number of inha-
bitants did increase after 1890, but
not with the same intensity as ear-
lier. The growth trend in the number
of inhabitants was interrupted only
during the intercensus period from
1921 to 1931, which corresponds to
the First World War and the first
post-war years. According to the da-
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ta from the statistics the decreasing
trend in the population began in
1931 as in a number of predomi-
nantly agrarian regions in Croatia.
But in this territory the decrease in
the population was most expressed
in the beginning of decrease trend,
or rather in the intercensus period
from 1931 to 1948. In 1948 the po-
pulation was less than in 1931 by
15,845 persons, or 8.5%. Under the
assumption that the population of
this region grew until 1941, which is
very likely, then the fall in the num-
ber of inhabitants in the intercensus
period from 1931 to 1948 was actu-
ally greater than the above cited
number. After 1948 until 1961, the
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population grew somewhat, but this
growth did not compensate for the
loss from 1931 to 1948. After 1961
the number of inhabitants fell con-
stantly. It mus be noted that in the
changes in the population in this
territory already described there we-
re no major differences between the
individual regions, especially not
between the municipalities more con-
veniently located for traffic (Nova
Gradiska and Novska) and the inter-
nal municipalities in Poilovlje (Da-
ruvar, Grubi$no Polje and Pakrac).
This is important to mention becau-
se there are differences in the ethnic
composition between these two regi-
ons. Until 1931 the population grew
somewhat quicker in the internal mu-
nicipalities of Poilovlje (from 1857
until 1931 it grew from 43.9% to
54%), and from 1931 in the Posavina
municipalities (from 1931 until 1991
it grew from 45% to 54.3%). This

Tab. 2.
balance.

Tab. 2.
ske bilance

changes in the population of this ter-
ritory in general correspond with
changes trends in the populations of
other predominently agrarian regi-
ons in Croatia, but there are certain
peculiarities.

Until 1931 the population growth
of this region was greater than the
average population growth for Croa-
tia (73%), apparently the result of
its relatively late start in the secon-
dary colonization, which is why the
influx of settlers in this region was
still quite large at the end of the
19th century. So the population
growth of this region in this period
is a result not only of natural incre-
ase of the native residents but also
the settlement of newcomers. The
relatively quick fall in the populati-
on during the intercensus period
between 1931 and 1948 is probably
a result of the war, in which this re-
gion was often the scene of battles,

Intercensus changes in the total population, natural growth and migratory

Medupopisne promjene ukupna stanovnistva, prirodnog prirastaja i migracij-

Change in the
No. Population number of Natural increase Mttt
Municipality inhabitans Total ;)garlzcery

1961 -1991 1961 — [1971 — {1981 —

1961 | 1991 | Apcolute % |- 1970 |- 1980 |- 1990
Daruvar 37348 | 30092 | -7256 | -19,5 | +1021 +44| -915| +150| -7406
Grubigno Polje | 21037 | 14206 | —6831| -32,5 -8| -601| -1016| -1625| -5206
Nova Gradiska | 63126 | 60749 | -2377| — 3,9 | +3161| +1961| +506| +5628| -8005
Novska 24395 | 24696 | +301 +1,2 | +1144| +765| +339| +2248| -1947
Pakrac 29834 | 27589 | —-2245| -8,1 +964 | +527| -391| +1100| -3345
Total 175740 |157332 |-18408 | -11,7 | +6282| +2696 | —-1477 | +7501| -25909

Republi¢ki zavod za statistiku Zagreb, Dokumentacija 72, 99, 128, 162, 198, 234, 209, 346. Pri-
rodno kretanje stanovnistva 1990, Dokumentacija 835, Zagreb 1992.
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and it was also subsequently occupi-
ed by the Communist Partisans.

The decline in the population af-
ter 1961 is the result of a process of
deagrarianization which intensified
in all agrarian regions in Croatia at
this time. The process of deagraria-
nization can be difined as the aban-
donment of agricultural activities by
typically agrarian populations to ta-
ke on different occupations. It is a
matter of a demographic change ca-
used by economic factors. The decli-
ne in the population after 1961 can
really be seen as a result of dea-
grarianization when the change in
the number of inhabitants is consid-
ered a consequence of the relation bet-
ween the natural population growth
and migratory balance.

In the last 30 year period (from
1961 until 1991), the statistically
confirmed decline in the population
was 18,408 persons, or 11.7%. But,
if the population loss is taken from
the concurrent population growth,
than the decline is considerably gre-
ater, coming out to 25,909 persons or
16.5%. This number of 25,909 is a
result of a negative migratory balan-
ce, or rather a greater number of
emmigrants than settlers. Not only
was all of its natural growth lost due
to emmigration, but also a part of its
population from previous censuses,
and this not only from the territory
as a whole, but also its individual
municipalities. The whole area and
its municipalities are therefore de-
populated. All of the municipalities
had a negative migratory balance,
but Daruvar, Nova Gradigka, Novska
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and Pakrac this orginated out of the
conditions of natural growth, and in
Grubisno Polje from natural decline.

In the period from 1961 to 1991,
the region as a whole experienced a
positive natural growth, which, ho-
wever, was the result of the high
natural growth until 1980, when a
period of natural decline began.
Even so, there were cconsiderable dif-
ferences in the natural growth changes
between the Posavina municipalities
and the interior Poilovlje munici-
palities. In the Posavina municipali-
ties the natural growth continued to
a lower extent even after 1980, whi-
le all of the Poilovlje municipalities
experienced a natural decline that
had already started in 1980, and in
the Grubi$no Polje municipality it
started in 1964, so that from 1966 it
would continue until today.

It is apparent that the change in
the number of inhabitants in this
territory was no longer just a result
of natural growth or decline, but a
result, above all, of the migratory
balance, or rather, intensive emigra-
tion. However, natural growth and
decline and emigration can be seen
as the result of economic circum-
stances. Emigration can be conditio-
ned by the departure of the work
force from agriculture into other oc-
cupations, most of them outside of
the territories of the municipalities.
It is especially intense in the economi-
cally weaker municipalities, that is,
those in which agriculture remained
the main source of employment and
income. As it is the younger genera-
tions that usually emmigrate, this is
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Tab. 3. Composition of the population of the municipalities by religion in 1880 and

1890.
Tab. 3. Sastav stanovnistva opéine prema vjeroispovijesti 1880. i 1890. godine
R E L I G I (6] N S
AR Roman Greek Greek Evan- Others or
Municipality Tokal Catholic Catholic Orthodox  gelists lEms unknown
1880
Daruvar 20970 10968 1 9181 570 248 2
Grubisno Polje 14275 6372 - 7842 24 37 -
Nova Gradiska 35282 25907 - 9172 37 166 -
Novska 18444 12087 - 6281 8 68 -
Pakrac 18509 7629 - 10106 632 109 33
Total 107480 62963 1 42582 1271 628 35
1890
Daruvar 27312 15369 8 10175 1328 420 12
Grubisno Polje 20372 110766 1 9194 309 98 4
Nova Gradigka 41351 30414 2 10649 94 186 6
Novska 21803 14220 1 7350 129 101 2
Pakrac 25049 11430 20 11689 1600 300 10
Total 135887 82199 32 49057 3460 1105 74

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije i repetitorij mjesta, Zagreb,
1889, Kraljevska hrvatsko-slavonsko-dalmatinska vlada.
Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1892, Kraljevska hrvat-

sko-slavonsko-dalmatinska vlada.

reflected in the fall in natural popu-
lation growth. This kind of process
was best expressed in the economi-
cally most underdeveloped munici-
pality — Grubis$no Polje, in which the
population fell the most from 1961
to 1981 (32.5%).

Changes in the Ethnic
Composition from 1880 to 1991

The original Croatian ethnic
character of this region was changed
dramatically by the above-mentioned
process of secondary colonization.
Along with the Croats, who are an
autochthonous people here, there
are descendents of many different

nationalities also living in this terri-
tory. However, a more detailed count
of the people by nationality cannot
be confirmed until 1900, because for
the period before there is no suitable
statistical data. A definitive picture
of the ethnic composition before 1900,
and this indirectly, can be obtained
only by referring to data on the com-
position of the population by religion
from the censuses in 1880 and 1890.

According to the data from these
two censuses, at the end of the 19th
century Roman Catholics were nu-
merically superior in this region,
and by 1890 their number had fallen
to 60.5% of the total population.
This means that at the end of the
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Tab. 4. National composition of the municipalities, 1900-1991.
Tub. 4. Narodnosni sastav opéine od 1900. do 1991. godine

Total po- ¢ oats  Serbs Hungar-  ,0chs  Germans >YUgO- Gythers

Municipality pulation ians slavs«
1900
Daruvar 31599 3729 11134 4996 7745 3499 - 496
Grubigno Polje 23875 7293 10423 2516 3093 387 - 163
Nova Gradiska 45721 31331 11374 636 990 777 - 613
Novska 23578 13458 7958 555 955 270 - 382
Pakrac 28591 6910 13230 2825 1813 2216 - 1597
Total 153364 62721 54119 11528 14596 7149 - 3251
% 100 40,9 35,3 7,5 9,5 4,7 - 2,1
1910
Daruvar 36275 5246 12449 5869 8398 3469 - 844
Grubigno Polje 24922 7345 10779 2758 3300 432 - 299
Nova Gradiska 53457 37129 12728 556 868 671 - 1505
Novska 26128 14347 8884 538 893 244 - 1222
Pakrac 323331 8601 15169 2784 1553 2083 - 2141
Total 173113 72677 60009 12505 15012 6899 - 6011
% 100 42,0 34,7 7,2 8,7 4,0 - 3,5
1948
Daruvar 35849 11700 12472 2395 8385 438 - 459
Grubigno Polje 20788 7588 7834 1489 3721 25 - 131
Nova Gradiska 59090 44988 12131 106 672 21 - 1172
Novska 23613 16370 4981 231 745 17 - 1269
Pakrac 27828 10227 12569 1029 1639 99 - 2265
Total 167168 90873 49987 5250 15162 600 - 5296
% 100 54,4 29,0 3,1 19,1 0,2 - 3,2
1953
Daruvar 37242 12441 13045 2169 8525 523 85 454
Grubisno Polje 22091 8741 8089 1473 3582 24 20 162
Nova Gradiska 61068 46572 12625 100 642 47 133 949
Novska 24153 16019 6032 206 1187 16 35 658
Pakrac 29293 10455 13420 982 2155 385 122 1774
Total 173847 94228 53211 4930 16091 995 395 3997
% 100 54,2 30,6 2,8 9,3 0,6 0,2 2,3
1961
Daruvar 37348 12883 13297 1838 8307 - 107 916
Grubisno Polje 21037 8104 7821 1237 3628 - 25 222
Nova Gradiska 63126 48020 13559 54 372 - 264 857
Novska 24395 15938 6546 179 598 - 47 1087
Pakrac 29834 11163 13981 857 1523 - 68 2242
Total 175740 96108 55204 4165 14428 511 5324
% 100 54,7 31,4 2,4 8,2 0,3 3,0
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Continuation Tab. 4: National composition of the municipalities, 1900-1991.
Nastavak Tab. 4: Narodnosni sastav opéine od 1900. do 1991. godine

Total H Vi
Municipality population Croats  Serbs UNEAr"  (yechs Germans . 8% Others
ians slavs«

1971
Daruvar 34471 12237 12178 1297 7384 130 704 541
Grubisno Polje 18333 7253 6633 990 3025 14 193 225
Nova Gradiska 63754 47063 14414 59 229 18 1042 929
Novska 23953 15860 5874 117 438 14 357 1293
Pakrac 28679 10752 13171 599 1145 119 1008 1885
Total 169190 93165 52270 3062 12221 295 3304 4873

% 100 55,1 30,9 1,8 7,2 0,2 2,0 2,9

1981
Daruvar 31424 8907 9528 749 5708 61 5582 889
Grubisno Polje 15756 5676 4555 607 2279 9 2140 490
Nova Gradiska 61267 42567 11267 39 136 15 5595 1648
Novska 24530 15060 5194 75 329 11 2290 1571
Pakrac 27903 8473 10703 374 797 36 5865 1655
Total 160880 80683 41247 1844 9249 132 21472 6253

% 100 50,2 25,6 1,1 5,7 0,1 13,3 4,0

1991
Daruvar 30092 10459 10074 571 5572 62 1653 1701
Grubisno Polje 14206 6015 4540 498 1953 9 636 555
Nova Gradiska 60749 43692 12572 25 89 15 1810 2546
Novska 24696 16556 5402 63 220 4 675 1776
Pakrac 27589 9896 12813 273 718 47 1346 2496
Total 157332 86618 45401 1430 8552 137 6120 9074

% 100 55,1 28,8 0,9 5,4 0,1 3,8 5,9

Note: The ethnic composition is only listed for the years in which statistics were recorded by
settlement. The censuse of 1900 and 1910 did not record nationality, only religious affiliation
and spoken language (Umgangssprache). The number of the Serbs from these two years corres-
ponds to the number of Greek Orthodox (even if there were members of other nationalities among
them besides the Serbs), while the number of Croatians was determined by substracting the
number of Greek Orthodox from the number of inhabitants listed under »Croatian or Serbian«
language.

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1889, Kraljevska hrvat-
sko-slavonska-dalmatinska vlada.

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1892, Kraljevska hrvat-
sko-slavonska-dalmatinska vlada.

Popis Ziteljstva 1900. u Kraljevinah Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji, Zagreb 1914, Kraljevski zemaljski
statisti¢ki ured u Zagrebu.

Popis stanovnidtva 1910. u Kraljevinah Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji, Zagreb 1914, Kraljevski zemaljski
statisti¢ki ured u Zagrebu.

Popis stanovni$tva 1948, 1953, 1961, 1971, 1981: tablogrami po naseljima, DrZavni zavod za
statistiku, Zagreb.

Popis stanovnistva 1991, DrZavni zavod za statistiku, Zagreb 1992.
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19th century, Roman Catholics were
an absolute majority in this region
as a whole as well as in its constitu-
ent parts in the framework of its five
municipalities. Members of the Gre-
ek Orthodox church, with 36.1% of
the total population, the second most
numerous group in these years. Un-
fortunately, it is impossible to deter-
mine the composition of the popula-
tion by nationality on the basis of
their religious affiliation. This is
true for both the Roman Catholics
and the Greek Orthodox. The Ro-
man Catholics were not only Croati-
an, but also the majority of the other
nationalities. It is even harder to de-
termine the nationality of members
of the Greek Orthodox church beca-
use there people were the descend-
ents of Vlachs, Serbs and Russians,
and because the ethnogenesis of
Vlachs into Serbss was still under-
way at the end of the 19th century.

Even if the members of the Gre-
ek Orthodox church are identified as
Serbians, at the end of the 19th cen-
tury they would still not have an ab-
solute majority in this region, nor in
any of its individual municipalities.
More precise figures on the ethnic
composition of this region cannot be
determined for the entire first half
of the 20th century, either. The re-
sults of the censuses from 1900 and
1910 were organized by settlements,
but only according to religion and
language, and not by nationality.
The results of the censuses from
1921 and 1931 were organized accor-
ding to nationality but only in the
framework of the municipalities and
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not by individual settlement. As the
territories of the municipalities chan-
ged with time, the data on their eth-
nic composition cannot be juxtapo-
sed. The 1948 census was organized
on the basis of the »narodni odbor«
(a regional »people's« committee of
several adjacent smaller settlements)
in place at the time. These included
the settlement, some of which are no
longer under the jurisdiction of the
same municipalities today. In this
work, the national division of the po-
pulation of these »narodni odbors«
by the settlements where they lived
is done by a free estimate, but on
the basis of the national composition
of these settlements from 1991.
However, the number of such settle-
ments with an arbitrarily confirmed
national composition is small, and
does not considerably influence the
ethnic structure of the municipality
in which they are located now. Beca-
use of this the national composition
of the municipalities in 1948 can be
adopted according to the data used
in this work.

The ethnic composition of the re-
gion at the beginning of the 20th
century can be approximately esti-
mated indirectly on the basis of the
above-cited data on the number of
individuals by religion and language
spoken from 1900 and 1910. Using
this data, the number of Serbs in
this work matches the number of
members of the Greek Orthodox
church, while the number of Croats
is determined by taken out the »ac-
quired« Serbs from the number of
inhabitants cited in the rubric (cen-
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Tab. 5. Change in the number and ethnic composition of the destroyed Croatian vil-
lage of Spanovice (later the new Serbian village of Novo Selo).

Tab. 5. Promgjene broja i narodnosnog sastava spaljenog hrvatskog sela Spanovica, od-
nosno novog srpskog sela Novo selo

Roman Greek Greek

Year  Total Catho- Ortho- Catho- list. Jews Others
lics dox lics gelists

1880 548 545 3
1890 738 713 12 13

Total Croats Serbs Sioven- Hunga- Czechs 1tali-  Ger-  »Jugo- Others

ians rians ans mans slavs«

1990 999 940 18 19 5 14 1 2
1910 1289 1219 30 14 8 14 2 2
1948 120 together with the Dragovié¢ settlement
1953 247 28 7 8 1 3
1961 271 41 221 1 6 2
1971 248 14 227 2 37 5
1981 194 4 153 3
1991 191 9 197 1 1

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1889, Kraljevska hrvat-

sko-slavonska-dalmatinska vlada.

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1892, Kraljevska hrvat-

sko-slavonska-dalmatinska vlada.

Popis Ziteljstva 1900. u Kraljevinah Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji, Zagreb 1914, Kraljevski zemaljski

statisti¢ki ured u Zagrebu.

Popis stanovnistva 1910. u Kraljevinah Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji, Zagreb 1914, Kraljevski zemaljski

statisti¢ki ured u Zagrebu.

Popis stanovnistva 1948, 1953, 1961, 1971, 1981: tablogrami po naseljima, Drzavni zavod za

statistiku, Zagreb.

Popis stanovnistva 1991, Drzavni zavod za statistiku, Zagreb 1992.

sus) of the »Croatian or Serbian« lan-
guage. The number of the remaining
nationalities is determined on the ba-
sis of their individual languages.

The data on the ethnic composi-
tion for 1900 and 1910, acquired by
the process described above, show
that in this territory Croatians were
the largest part of the population
(42% in 1910) while the Serbians
were the second in number (34.7%
in 1910). The remaining 23.7% of
the population was made up by the

so-called »other« peoples, among them
the most numerous were Czechs,
Hungarians and Germans. In this
period the Serbians did not have an
absolute majority in even one of the
municipalities of the territory. In all
municipalities the absolute majority
was held by non-Serbians. Croatians
were an absolute majority in the Po-
savina municipalities, that is Nova
Gradiska and Novska, while in Da-
ruvar the »other« inhabitants were
the majority. In the remaining two
municipalities of the Poilovlje, Gru-
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bisno Polje and Pakrac, the Croati-
ans and the »others« together made
up an absolute majority of the popu-
lation.

The insufficiency of the data on
the national composition of the re-
gion during the 38 year period from
1910 until 1948 makes it impossible
to continually follow its changes,
which makes it difficult to draw any
conclusions on the origins of the
changes in the national structure,
and these changes are considerable.
Namely, it cannot be confirmed to
what extent the changes in the na-
tional composition are due to politi-
cal and economic factors during the
period of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia,
and to what extent they are due to
the conditions of the war in this ter-
ritory during World War II.

Even so, it is a fact that in the
38 year period from 1910 until 1948
the ethnic composition became more
homogenous. The number and per-
centage of Croats grew, as did the
number of Czechs, while the number
and percentage of the remaining pe-
oples decreased. In 1948 the Croa-
tians were a majority (54.4%). Serbi-
ans were second, but their proportion
in the total population decreased from
34.7% to 29%. The number of Ger-
mans by far went down the most in
this region, as in the rest of Yugosla-
via, as they almost dissappeared (in
1910 there were 8,899 Germans in
this territory, but in 1948 only 600).
The numbers of Hungarians went
down by more than 50 percent (in
1910 there were 12,505, and in 1948
there 5,250). In 1948 the Croatians
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were not only a majority in the regi-
on as a whole, but also in both Po-
savina municipalities, and along with
the Czechs and Hungarians in all
three Poilovlje municipalities. Thus,
in 1948 the Serbs were not an abso-
lute majority in any of the munici-
palities of this territory.

It is evident that these changes
in the national composition are
partly the result of demographic pro-
cesses during the period of the King-
dom of Yugoslavia (primarily seen in
the decrease in the number of Hun-
garians and Serbs), and also of the
Second World War (seen in the
dissappearance of the Germans).
That the population of the territory
was afflicted during the course of
the war is shown by the example of
the large and prosperous Croatian
village of Spanovice, surrounded by
Serbian villages on the slopes of
Psunj along the Pakrac-PoZega road.
Spanovice was burned down in 1942
by the Partisans, and on its ruins a
new village was built, but now called
Novo Selo, with a Serbian popula-
tion. The settlement's demographic
structure was totally changed. Spa-
novice is the best known and most
explicit example of the suffering of
the inhabitants of this region and
this to the extent that it led to total
changes in the ethnic structure of
the settlement. The subsequent
changes in the ethnic structure of
this territory from 1948 until 1991
can be followed on the basis of offi-
cial statistical data, as censuses we-
re regularly carried out in this period.
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The relation in the ratio of Cro-
atians to Serbians in the total popu-
lation of the region at the end of
1948 were basically stable until 1991,
in that the percentage of Croatians
rose insignificantly (0.7%) and the
percentage of Serbs went down
slightly (1.1%). The number and por-
tion of the remaining nationalities,
however, did decrease significantly,
mainly the Czechs (from 15,162 to
8,552 persons, or 9.1% to 5.4% of the
total population) and the Hungari-
ans (from 5,250 to 1,430 persons, or
3.1% to .9%). In 1991 the Croatians
were an absolute majority of the po-
pulation in this region as a whole as
well as in the Posavina municipali-
ties, and along with the Hungarians
and Czechs, in all three of the Poi-
lovlje municipalities as well. Even at
this point the Serbians were not an
absolute majority in any of the mu-
nicipalities in this region.

In the decade from 1971 to 1981
there was a significant drop in the
number and proportion of all natio-
nality groups in this territory and
this to the benefit and growth of a
national group that would declare it-
self as »Yugoslav« in the 1981 cen-
sus. A juxtaposition of the data on
the number and proportion of the
population by individual nationality
in 1981 in comparison to 1971 shows
that the »Yugoslavs« came from
every national group and, in relation
to their number in the total popula-
tion, almost in identical proportions.
Yet, because of the changing politi-
cal mood already taking place in the
former Yugoslavia, primarily becau-

se of pressure from Serbia, the opi-
nion of the local population regar-
ding »Yugoslavism« changed quickly
and dramatically, and the 1991 cen-
sus shows that most people declared
their own nationality.

This »excursion« of a certain
amount of people of each national
group as »Yugoslavs« and their rela-
tively quick return to their own na-
tionality shows the following:

- that the inter-ethnic relations
in the region were good all up until
the demands that »all Serbs must li-
ve in one state« and

- that »Yugoslavism« was not de-
termined by some firm political be-
lief but rather by political opportu-
nism of a certain number of people
of all national groups.

Changes in the population of
municipal centers, 1857-1991

Only the municipal centers of
the five municipalities are larger
and functionally more complex set-
tlements. Of the five municipal cen-
ters, Nova Gradiska (pop. 14,044 in
1991), Daruvar (pop. 9,748), Pakrac
(pop. 8,197) and to a certain degree
Novska (pop. 3,501) have urban cha-
racteristics. Besides the functions
that go along with the status of a
municipal center, they also had ot-
her functions, that is, those which
not only served the needs of the lo-
cal population, but also of the people
living in outlying areas. These are
all younger settlements, founded du-
ring the period of the secondary co-
lonization of the region, some of them
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Tab. 6. Changes in the population of the municipal centers, 1857-1991.
Tab. 6. Promjene broja stanovnika u opéinskih sredidta 1857-1991. godine.

Settlement 1857 1869 1880 1890 1900 1910 1921
Daruvar 616 1101 1283 1663 1846 2644 2953
Grubigno Polje 970 1202 1544 1703 1873 2229 2238
Nova Gradiska 1852 2529 3000 3045 3592 4275 4279
Novska 1037 1132 1054 1352 1728 1951 1886
Pakrac 1076 1721 1761 2089 2762 3254 3122
Total 5551 7685 8642 9852 11801 14353 14478

Settlement 1931 1948 1953 1961 1971 1981 1991
Daruvar 3673 5093 5367 6429 8464 9661 9748
Grubigno Polje 2262 2381 2591 2655 27411 3060 35011
Nova Gradigka 4905 6340 7548 9229 11580 13293 14044
Novska 2797 2972 3504 3844 5118 6877 8053
Pakrac 3642 3558 3988 4926 6136 7361 8197
Total 17279 20344 22998 27083 34039 40252 43543

Korenéié, M., Naselja i stanovni$tvo SR Hrvatske 1857-1971, Republitki zavod za statistiku SR

Hrvatske, Zagreb 1979.

Statisti¢ki godidnjak SR Hrvatske, Republi&ki zavod za statistiku SR Hrvatske, Zagreb 1989.
Popis stanovnistva 1991, Narodnosni sastav Hrvatske po naseljima, Dokumentacija 881, Repu-

bli¢ki zavod za statistiku, Zagreb 1992.

on locations that were already set-
tled in the pre-Ottoman period (Da-
ruvar, Pakrac), and some in totally
new places (Nova Gradigka). In ac-
cordance to their significance these
settlements developed quicker than
their surrounding areas in terms of
population, especially after World
War II. In 1857 5,551 people lived in
them (6.3% of the total population of
region), and in 1991 43,545 people
(27.7%), which means that in that
considerably above this median po-
pulation growth of the municipal
centers (1,582%), while that of Gru-
bigno Polje was well below the me-
dian (315%). The populations of
Nova Gradigka, Novska and Pakrac
grew relatively close to the median
(758-761%).
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Changes in the ethnic
composition of the municipal
centers, 1880-1991

Trying to determine the ethnic
composition of the municipal centers
provokes some of the same problems
that were present when trying to find
the ethnic composition of the muni-
cipalities, and this is a result of a
lack of sufficient relevant statistics.
But the determination of the ethnic
composition of municipal centers is
rendered more difficult because the
census of 1948 was not held by set-
tlement, but by »narodni odbors,
which, when dealing with the mu-
nicipal centers, included their ne-
arby surrounding settlements (their
suburbs). It must be stressed that in
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Tab. 7. Composition of the population of the municipal centers by religion in 1880 and

1890.

Tab. 7. Sastav stanovnistva opéinskih sredista prema vjeroispovijesti 1880. i 1890. godine

R E L I G I (0] N S
Others
Roman Greek Greek Evan-
Settlement  ~ Total iy i Catholic Orthodox 'gelists = 2°™® e
unknown

1880
Daruvar 1283 954 1 120 49 158 1
Grubigno Polje 1544 769 - 755 14 6 -
Nova Gradiska 3000 2235 — 691 18 56 -
Novska 1054 1010 - 36 - 8 -
Pakrac 1761 1255 - 401 25 80 -
Total 8642 6223 1 2003 106 308 1

1890
Daruvar 1663 1264 1 126 68 193 11
Grubisno Polje 1703 866 - 792 23 22 -
Nova Gradiska 3045 2334 - 607 19 82 3
Novska 1352 1255 - 63 9 25 -
Pakrac 2089 1441 - 450 26 171 1
Total 9852 7160 1 2038 145 493 15

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije i repetitorij mjesta, Zagreb,
1889, Kraljevska hrvatsko-slavonsko-dalmatinska vlada.
Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1892, Kraljevska hrvat-

sko-slavonsko-dalmatinska vlada.

a majority of situations, these su-
burbs grew out of the narrower mu-
nicipal centers (in Table 6 shown as
independent settlements) into indi-
vidual settled areas. Because of this,
the changes in the ethnic composition
of the municipal centers from 1900
are also shown in the framework of
the »narodni odbor« (1948), as only
this way of presenting the data en-
ables a comparison of the changes in
the ethnic composition in the entire
period from 1900 until 1991.

The first data that can give an
approximation of the national com-
position of the municipal centers are
the censuses from 1880 and 1890,

done on the basis of religion. From
these it can be seen that in the se-
cond half of the 19th century all five
municipal centers were numerically

"dominated by Roman Catholics.

Members of the Greek Orthodox
church were the second in number
with only fifth of the population. In
this period the Greek Orthodox po-
pulation was not an absolute majo-
rity in any of the municipal centers,
and their proportion of the populati-
on in these centers noticeably decre-
ases. It is important to mention that
in the second half of the 19th cen-
tury, the Greek Orthodox inhabi-
tants in the municipal centers are
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considerably smaller in number in
comparison to their presence in the
municipalities as a whole.

Somewhat more concrete stati-
stics on the national composition of
the municipal centers can be deter-
mined from the censuses held at the
start of the 20th century, in 1900
and 1910, recorded according to re-
ligion and language spoken. From
this data it can be seen that at the
start of the 20th century the Croati-
ans (50.6% in 1910) and other non-
-Serbian nationalities, primarily Ger-
mans, Czechs and Hungarians (alto-
gether 32.8%), dominated the muni-
cipal centers numerically. Serbians
made up 16.6% of the municipal cen-
ters. In 1910, Croatians were an ab-
solute majority in the towns of Nova
Gradigka, Novska and Pakrac, the
remaining not-Serbian population in
Daruvar, and the Croatians along
with the other non-Serbians in Gru-
bigno Polje. Thus, at the start of the
20th century, Serbs were not an ab-
solute majority in any of the muni-
cipal centers.

The data obtained from the 1948
census show a considerable change
in the ethnic composition of the mu-
nicipal centers from 1910. In this 38
year period, the proportion of Croa-
tians grows considerably (from 50.6%
to 66.2%), and the proportion of the
remaining non-Serbian peoples falls
(from 32.8% to 18.1%), and this pri-
marily due to the departure of the
Germans (from 6.4% to 0.2%) and a
large decrease in the Hungarian po-
pulation (from 10.5% to 3.5%). At
the same time the number of Serbs
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and Czechs grew somewhat, but the-
ir proportion of the total population
in relation to 1910 decreases: from
16.6% to 15.7% for the Serbs, and
from 12.5% to 10.8% for the Czechs.
With this growth in number, the
Croatians became the majority nati-
onality in all of the municipal cen-
ters, with an absolute majority in
Daruvar, Nova Gradiska, Novska and
Pakrac, and with a plurality in Gru-
bisno Polje. It must also be empha-
sized that in all three of the Poilov-
lje municipal centers, Daruvar, Pa-
krac and Grubisno Polje, after the
Croats the most numerous were the
non-Serbian inhabitants, not the
Serbs themselves.

In the subsequent period from
1948 until 1991 the national compo-
sition of the municipal centers once
again underwent considerable chan-
ges. The population of the municipal
centers further grew, but not at the
same rate for every nationality. The
total population of the municipal
centers grew by 98%, and with this,
the number of Croatians increased
by 64%, Serbians by 222% and the
remaining nationalities together by
45%! Because of this unequal popu-
lation growth there were drastic
changes in their proportion in the
total population of the municipal
centers. The proportion of Croats
went down from 66.2% to 54.9%, and
the non-Serbian population from
18.1% to 13.2%. At the same time,
the proportion of Serbs increased
from 15.7% to 25.8%.

In spite of these proportional
changes in the total population of
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Tab. 8. Ethnic composition of the municipal centers, 1900-1991.
Tab. 8. Narodnosni sastav opéinskih sredidta od 1900. do 1991. godine

Municipality Total po- v ote  Serbs HUPBA™  (uochs  Germans »YUgo- (yihers
pulation ians slavs«
1900
Daruvar 3734 765 605 767 1238 315 - 44
Grubigno Polje 2303 497 815 410 503 72 - 6
Nova Gradiska 4245 2900 702 153 116 276 - 98
Novska 2027 1652 118 74 62 25 - 96
Pakrac 3625 1469 630 324 582 454 - 166
Total 15934 7283 2870 1728 2501 1142 - 410
% 100 45,7 18,0 10,8 15,7 7,2 - 2,6
1910
Daruvar 4748 1201 685 841 1358 553 - 110
Grubisno Polje 2653 748 834 465 461 120 - 25
Nova Gradiska 5082 3431 762 205 141 227 - 316
Novska 2443 1957 136 143 98 26 - 83
Pakrac 4377 2424 796 375 360 302 - 120
Total 19303 9761 3213 2029 2418 1228 - 654
% 100 50,6 16,6 10,5 12,5 6,4 - 3,4
1948
Daruvar 7311 3825 1345 411 1455 41 - 234
Grubisno Polje 2777 1187 557 360 629 5 - 39
Nova Gradiska 6340 4848 1043 29 96 7 - 317
Novska 4081 3568 339 4 49 3 - 118
Pakrac 4597 3205 659 68 497 9 - 159
Total 25106 16633 3943 872 2726 65 - 867
% 100 66,2 15,7 3,5 10,8 0,2 - 3,6
1953
Daruvar 7678 4078 1460 336 1519 42 57 186
Grubisno Polje 3022 1451 602 355 563 4 2 45
Nova Gradigka 8370 6425 1405 35 94 19 56 336
Novska 4394 3779 448 16 67 3 6 75
Pakrac 5015 = 3332 823 56 446 24 54 280
Total 28479 19065 4738 798 2689 92 175 922
% 100 66,9 16,6 2,9 9,5 0,3 0,6 3,2
1961
Daruvar 8814 4436 2061 315 1698 - 75 229
Grubigno Polje 3099 1428 789 273 545 - 16 48
Nova Gradiska 9973 7674 1810 24 59 - 96 310
Novska 4884 4122 625 14 32 - 5 86
Pakrac. 6061 3874 1375 71 450 - 33 258
Total 32831 21534 6660 697 2784 - 225 931
% 100 65,6 20,3 2,1 8,5 - 0,7 2,8
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Continuation Tab. 8: Ethnic composition of the municipal centers, 1900-1991.
Nastavak Tab. 8: Narodnosni sastav opéinskih sredista od 1900. do 1991. godine.

Municipality Total po- (v ots  Serbs Hungar- /0 hs  Germans »YUgo- (1 org
pulation ians slavs«
1971
Daruvar 10239 4778 2666 273 1837 23 414 248
Grubigno Polje 3138 1255 983 259 469 5 76 91
Nova Gradiska 12267 8943 2256 32 52 10 637 337
Novska 6463 5050 1028 9 411 1 122 212
Pakrac 7460 3912 2187 74 386 12 552 337
Total 39567 23938 9120 647 2785 51 1801 1225
% 100 60,5 23,0 1,6 7,0 0,3 4,5 3,1
1981
Daruvar 11535 3750 2759 252 1718 23 2638 395
Grubisno Polje 3921 1135 997 161 412 4 601 111
Nova Gradiska 13865 9089 1701 17 31 8 2545 474
Novska 8378 5400 1474 11 36 5 1052 400
Pakrac 8662 3101 2373 46 278 8 2388 468
Total 45861 22475 9304 487 2475 48 9224 1848
% 100 49,0 20,3 1.1 5,4 0,1 20,1 4,0
1991
Daruvar 12297 4543 3657 175 2006 18 1008 890
Grubisno Polje 3838 1489 1309 164 411 3 255 207
Nova Gradigka 14566 10653 2263 9 28 i 900 706
Novska 9675 6784 1821 11 39 2 339 679
Pakrac 9544 3958 3685 54 295 20 663 869
Total 49920 27427 12735 413 2779 50 3165 3351
% 100 54,9 25,5 0,8 5,6 0,2 6,3 6,7

Note: 1. So that the ethnic composition can be shown continuously, in this Table (as opposed to Table
6) the settlements are arranged as they were in 1948, when the census was held in the framework
of the »narodni odbor« and not by individual settlement. DARUVAR includes: Daruvar, Daruvar-
ski Vinogradi, Donji Daruvar, Lipovac, Ljudevit Selo and Vrbovac Podgorski. GRUBISNO POLJE
includes: Grubigno Polje and Poljani. NOVA GRADISKA includes: Nova Gradigka (the city) and
Magié Mala. NOVSKA includes: Brotice, Trupovo Polje, Stari Grabovac and Novska. PAKRAC
includes: Pakrac and Prekopakra. All of these cited settlements of the individual »narodni odbor«
are actually constituent parts of individual municipal centers.

2. The number of Croats and Serbs for 1900 and 1910 was determined using the method expla-
ined in Table 4.

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1889, Kraljevska hrvat-
sko-slavonska-dalmatinska vlada.

Politi¢ko i sudbeno razdieljenje Kraljevinah Hrvatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1892, Kraljevska hrvat-
sko-slavonska-dalmatinska vlada.

Popis Ziteljstva 1900. u Kraljevinah Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji, Zagreb 1914, Kraljevski zemaljski
statistiéki ured u Zagrebu.

Popis stanovnistva 1910. u Kraljevinah Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji, Zagreb 1914, Kraljevski zemaljski
statistiéki ured u Zagrebu.

Popis stanovnidtva 1948, 1953, 1961, 1971, 1981: tablogrami po naseljima, Drzavni zavod za
statistiku, Zagreb.
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Fig. 2. Changes in the number of inha-
bitans in the municipalities of
Western Slavonia 1857-1991.

Sl. 2. Promjena broja stanovnika u op-

éinama  Zapadne  Slavonije
1857--1991.
I1-Daruvar, 2-Grubisno Polje, 3-Nova

Gradiska, 4-Novska, 5-Pakrac

the municipal centers, Croatians re-
mained the majority nationality in
all of them, and this with an absolu-
te majority in Nova Gradiska and
Novska and a plurality in Pakrac,
Daruvar and Grubisno Polje. The sec-
ond most numerous in the municipal
centers were no longer the non- Ser-
bian nationalities, but the Serbs. Ne-
vertheless, even up to the present
the Serbs have not been able to get
an absolute majority nor a plurality
in any of the municipal centers.
From the previous expositions, it
can be seen that the proportion of
Serbs is considerably greater in the

Fig. 3. National composition of the mu-
nicipalities of Western Slavonia
1900-1991.

Narodnosni sastav opéina Za-
padna Slavonija 1900-1991.
1-Croats, 2-Serbs, 3-Others,
4-»Yugoslavs«

Sl 3

municipality as a whole than their
proportion in the minicipal centers,
which means that they were primar-
ily an agrarian population. Until
1948, they were less than a fifth of
the population of the municipal cen-
ters, so that in this sense they were
in third place numerically, after the
Croatians and the other non-Serbian
nationalities. But, after 1961 their
proportion in the population of the
municipal centers increased rapidly,
and the proportion of the other nati-
onalities fell at the same time.

This large increase in the num-
ber and proportion of Serbians along
with the concurrent fall in the pro-
portion of the rest of the population
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Fig. 4. Changes in the population of the
the municipal centers 1857-1991.
Promjena broja stanovnika opéin-
skih sredista 1857-1991.
1-Daruvar, 2-Grubino Polje, 3-Nova
Gradiska, 4-Novska, 5-Pakrac
(Table 6).

of the municipal centers after 1961
is not specific to this region. A simi-
lar phenomenon can be seen in a lar-
ge number of municipal centers thro-
ughout Croatia where there was a
considerable number of Serbs. This
phenomenon was analyzed in four
municipal centers in Northern Dal-
matia in particular (32). It was ob-
served that the proportion of Croati-
ans employed was far below their
proportion of the population there,
while the number of employed Serbs
was well above their proportion of
the population. This kind of imba-
lance is a result of biased employ-
ment politics on the part of the mu-
nicipal authorities after 1961.
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Fig. 5. Ethnic composition of the muni-
cipalities of Western Slavonia
1900-1991. (Table 7).

Sl. 5. Narodnosni sastav opéinskih sre-
dista Zapadne Slavonije 1900-1991.
1-Croats, 2-Serbs, 3-Others, 4»Yu-
goslavs«

In fact, after 1961 the municipa-
lities legally (1955) became political-
territorial and »basic social-economic
communities«, whose authority over
the development of the municipaliti-
es was extensive, and this became
unhindered after the kotars (admini-
strative territorial districts) were abo-
lished in 1965. Gradually almost all
of the municipalities' dependence on
the governmental organs of the Re-
public of Croatia dissappeared. This
authority was almost totally in the
hands of the Serbs in those munici-
palities where they were a large part
of the population. The municipal aut-
horities in various ways, primarily
through employment policies, directly
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Sl. 6 Narodnosni sastav opéinskih sredista Zapadne Slavonije 1900-1991.

1-Croats, 2-Serbs, 3-Others, 4-»Yugoslavs«
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or indirectly influenced demographic
processes, above all emigration.

The process of deagrarianizati-
on, that is abandonment of agricul-
ture by a considerable part of the ru-
ral population, compelled former agri-
cultural workers to seek new sources
of income, above all employment in
organizations of the then so-called
workers collectives. As employment
was often influenced by ethnicity,
these people, who had no chance of
finding work in the municipality,
emigrated. In municipal centers with
a larger proportion of Serbs in the
local government, it was most often
non-Serbians who emigrated.

Conclusion

This survey of Western Slavonia
can be summed up in the following
conclusions which show that the
Serbs have no right to this part of
Croatia, neither historical or ethnic:

1. Western Slavonia is a histori-
cally Croatian area which all up un-
til the Ottoman occupation in the
16th century was organized in the
framework of the Croatian admini-
strative districts and Roman Catho-
lic parishes, with a Croatian nobility
and population.

2. During the Turkish occupation
from 1554 until 1691 (when the
Turks left Kraljeva Velika) the regi-
on was desolated, the original Croa-
tian secular and religious organiza-
tion of the area abolished, and the
autochthonous Croatian inhabitants
were reduced in number (either
killed or emigrated). The Turks set-
tled some new people on the slopes

64

of the Psunj and Papuk mountains,
mainly Vlachs, so that the region's
ethnic composition began to change,
but it remained sparsely inhabited.

3. The withdrawal of the Turks
from the region brought one part of
it back under the control of Croatian
administration (Zupanija) and the
other part was organized into the
military frontier (until 1881). The
authorities of both began to resettle
this depopulated region (secondary
colonization) with Croats from other
parts of Croatia, but also with peo-
ple of different nationalities, prima-
rily from southeast (Vlachs and
Serbs) and central Europe (Czechs,
Hungarian and Germans). This se-
condary colonization created an et-
hnically heterogenous area but one
in which the Croatians lived conti-
nuously, in spite of the demographic
changes.

4. Statistics on the numerical to-
tals of the members of each individ-
ual religion and nationality of this
region show that in the whole period
in which such data is available (from
1857) members of the Roman Catho-
lic church and non-Serbian nationa-
lities dominate the region as a whole
as well as in its individual munici-
palities. In every census taken the
Croats are the majority nationality,
and until the middle of the 20th cen-
tury they were a plurality, and after
1948, an absolute majority. The
Serbs, in the entire period that re-
corded statistics are available, were
never an absolute majority in this
region, nor in any of its individual
municipalities.
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SazZetak

ZAPADNA SLAVONIJA - RAZVOJ NARODNOSNOG SASTAVA
I. Crkventié, Z. Pepeonik

U élanku je analiziran sadrzaj
na osnovi kojeg se mogu izvuéi slije-
deéi zakljuéci:

1. Zapadna Slavonija je povije-
sno hrvatski prostor koji je sve do
turske okupacije u 16. stoljeéu bio
organiziran u okvirima hrvatskih
Yupanija i rimokatolitkih crkvenih
?upa, s hrvatskim plemstvom i hrvat-
skim stanovnistvom.

2. U vrijeme turske okupacije od
1554. do 1691. godine (kad Turci
napustaju Kraljevu Veliku) kraj je
opusto$en, prvobitna hrvatska svje-
tovna i crkvena organizacija prostora
sruSena, a autohtono hrvatsko sta-
novnidtvo (stradavanjem i iseljava-
njem) reducirano na mali broj. Turci
po okolnim padinama Psunja i Pa-
puka naseljavaju nesSto novog sta-
novnistva, pretezno Vlaha, pa kraj
poéinje mijenjati etni¢ki sastav ali je
jo$ uvijek slabo naseljen.

3. Povladenjem Turaka kraj jed-
nim svojim dijelom dolazi pod vlast
obnovljenih hrvatskih Zupanija, a di-
jelom pod Vojnu Krajinu (do 1881.).
Vlasti oba ta dijela ovaj gotovo pust
kraj naseljavaju (sekundarna koloni-

Dr. Ivan Crkvenéié, znanstveni savjetnik
Dr. Zlatko Pepeonik, red. prof.
Geografski odjel PMF

Hrvatska, 41000 Zagreb,

Maruliéev trg 19
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zacija) Hrvatima iz ostalih podrudja
Hrvatske, ali i stanovni$tvom drugih
narodnosti, preteZno iz jugoistoéne
(Vlasi, Srbi) i srednje Europe (Cesi,
Madari i Nijemci). Tom sekundar-
nom kolonizacijom stvoren je hetero-
gen etniki prostor, u kojem je kon-
tinuirano %ivjelo samo hrvatsko sta-
novnistvo.

4. Statisti¢ki popisi o brojéanom
odnosu pripadnika pojedinih vjeroi-
spovijesti i narodnosti ovog kraja po-
kazuju da su u njemu tokom ¢itava
razdoblja otkad se obavljaju popisi
stanovnistva (od 1857. godine) broj-
¢ano prevladavali pripadnici rimo-
katoli¢ke vjeroispovijesti i nesrpske
narodnosti i to kako u kraju u cjeli-
ni, tako i u njegovim pojedinim dije-
lovima u okvirima opéina. Hrvati su
u vrijeme svih popisa stanovniStva
veéinski narod ovog kraja s time Sto
su do sredine 20. stoljeéa imali rela-
tivnu, a od 1948. g. apsolutnu vedi-
nu. Srbi ni u jednom razdoblju sta-
tistickih popisa nisu u ovom kraju,
pa ni u njegovim pojedinim dijelovi-
ma u okviru opéina, imali natpolo-
viénu veéinu.
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