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svallize (HECKEL & KNER, 1858) (CYPRINIDAE)
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Summary

Neretva chub Squalius svallize is an endemic vulnerable species, strictly protected in
Croatia but not protected in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Populations are declining due to
environmental degradation, dams, predators and poaching. A detailed study of current

population status, biology and ecology of S. svalize is required.
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COMMON NAMES

Strugac, Svali¢ (Cro), Neretva chub (Eng) (Fig 1).

CONSERVATION STATUS

IUCN Red List: vulnerable (Crivelli 2006); Croatia: vulnerable (Mrakov¢i¢ et al. 20006).

IDENTIFICATION

DIII8-91/2, AIlI9-101/2,VII8, PI16-17, lateral line scales 44-51, eye diameter 19-
23% HL; a row of black pigments along free margin of each flank scale, forming a regular
reticulate pattern and no conspicuous broad dark spot on anterior half of exposed field of
each flank scale; head shallow, conical; snout stout, markedly rounded; lower jaw short,
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length less than depth of operculum; mouth subterminal; (Vukovi¢ and Ivanovi¢ 1971;
Kottelat and Freyhof 2007) size up to 353 mm TL (Ivankovic¢ et al. 2010).

Fig 1: Squalius svallize (photo P. Ivankovic)

Slika 1: Squalius svallize (photo P. Ivankovic)

DISTRIBUTION
Endemic species of the Adriatic basin in the southeastern Europe. According to Mrakov¢ié
et al. (2006) it inhabits parts of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania. Kottelat

and Freyhof (2007) indicate that S. svallize is restricted only to Neretva, Trebisnjica and
Ljuta drainages in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

ABUNDANCE

Sporadic; locally abundant.

HABITAT AND ECOLOGY

Streams with swift water, lakes in karstic areas. Enters subterranean waters (Kottelat and
Freyhof 2007). Feeds on small water invertebrates and its larvae (mostly Trichoptera,
Gastropoda and Diptera) (Mrakov¢i¢ et al. 2006; Ivankovi¢ et al. 2010).

Reproduction: Spawns in April-June (Kottelat and Freyhof 2007).
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THREATS

Primarily anthropogenic down falling quality of its limited habitats (Mrakovc¢i¢ et al.
20006), dams, predators, poaching.

CONSERVATION ACTION

Strictly protected in Croatia. Not protected in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS

Population monitoring and biological research to establish range and habitat status. Habi-
tat protection, fishing regulations and water pollution control.

Sazetak

UGROZENE RIBE SVIJETA: Squalius svallize (HECKEL & KNER,
1858) (CYPRINIDAE)

M. Piria!, T. Treer', P. Ivankovi¢?, T. Tomljanovic!, I. Ani¢i¢!, R. Safner!,
D. Matuli¢!, N. Sprem!

Sval Squalius svallize je endemska osjetljiva riblja vrsta zaSticena u Hrvatskoj, ali
nezasti¢ena u BiH. Njihove populacije opadaju zbog degradacije staniSta, brana, preda-
tora i nezakonitog ribolova. Stoga se predlaze procijeniti status populacija, biologiju i
ekologiju ove vrste.

Kljucne rijeci: Sval, Squalius svallize, zastita
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