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E m i g r a t i o n f rom s o m e p a r t s o f C r o a t i a r e a c h e d mass ive p r o p o r t i o n s a l r eady 
in t h e e igh t i e s o f t he p r e v i o u s cen tu ry . A t tha t t ime C r o a t i a was wi th in t h e A u s -
t r o - H u n g a r i a n m o n a r c h y b u t ter r i tor ia l ly a n d poli t ically i t was d iv ided in to : t h e 
B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a ( B a n s k a H r v a t s k a ) wi th S lavonia , D a l m a t i a a n d Is t r ia . D u r i n g 
t h e m i d d l e of t h e p e r i o d o b s e r v e d , t ha t is in 1890, i t h a d a p o p u l a t i o n of ove r 3 mi l ­
l ion r e s i d e n t s ( C r o a t i a a n d Slavonia 2,201,927; D a l m a t i a 527,426 a n d Is t r ia 
317 ,610) . ' I t h a s b e e n e s t i m a t e d t h a t t o w a r d s t h e e n d of this p e r i o d , t h a t i s in 1914, 
( e m i g r a t i o n a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y s t o p p e d d u r i n g the 4 w a r - y e a r s ) e m i g r a t i o n f rom 
C r o a t i a r e a c h e d ove r o n e half mi l l ion individuals . I t s h o u l d be e m p h a s i s e d t h a t 
this w a s a p e r i o d of in tens ive e m i g r a t i o n f rom o t h e r E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s to t he 
» N e w W o r l d « , so t h a t t h e e m i g r a t i o n f rom o u r r eg ions was a c o m p o n e n t o f t h e 
E u r o p e a n t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l m ig ra t i ons . 

T h e p reva i l ing o p i n i o n is t h a t difficult economic conditions w e r e t h e m a i n 
c a u s e s for e m i g r a t i o n f rom C r o a t i a . I n fact t h e causes a r e va r ious a n d in s o m e 
cases they differ b e t w e e n individual p o r t i o n s o f t h e coun t ry . E m i g r a t i o n b e g a n 
first in D a l m a t i a , w h e r e i t also first r e a c h e d mass ive p r o p o r t i o n s . T h e D a l m a t i a n 
e c o n o m y in t h e p a s t c e n t u r y d e v e l o p e d slowly a n d wi th difficulty. T h e s i t ua t ion 
d id n o t i m p r o v e e v e n af ter t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n a l r e n a i s s a n c e . 2 I n s t e a d , 
D a l m a t i a n e c o n o m y in t h e fol lowing p e r i o d was s h a k e n by a few cr ises . T h e causes 
for t h e s low e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t lie in t h e inabil i ty to m o v e e c o n o m i c act ivi t ies 
t o w a r d s t h e a c c u m u l a t i o n o f capi ta l , necessa ry for t h e in i t ia t ion o f i m p o r t a n t e c o ­
n o m i c flow. T h e lack o f init ial cap i ta l heavi ly affected D a l m a t i a b e c a u s e w i t h o u t 

1 Statistics according to: Povijest hrvatskog naroda 1860-1914 (The History of the Croatian 
People 1860-1914; Zagreb, 1968) p. 319. 
2 T h e end of the national rebirth in Dalmatia is considered to be related to the period when 
the National Party (Narodna stranka) won over the autonomist Ante Bajamonti in Split in 
1882. 
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i t d e v e l o p m e n t of a m a r i t i m e e c o n o m y (ship bui ld ing , p o r t s , rai l a n d r o a d c o n n e c ­
t ions wi th t h e h i n t e r l a n d ) , as a ca r r i e r o f t h e to ta l e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , w a s n o t 
poss ib le . S ince i t was n o t poss ib le to ra i se capi ta l in C r o a t i a , i t h a d to be i m p o r t e d 
f rom a b r o a d . F o r this i t was necessa ry to have pol i t ical p o w e r , wh ich D a l m a t i a d id 
n o t h a v e . F o r t h e M o n a r c h y , this r eg ion was only i n t e r e s t i ng f rom a m i l i t a r y - s t r a ­
teg ic p o i n t of view a n d i t t r i ed to k e e p i t as such . 

D u r i n g this p e r i o d D a l m a t i a was a typically ag r i cu l tu ra l r eg ion . Of 527 ,426 
r e s i d e n t s in 1890, even 86.12 p e r c e n t w e r e involved in ag r i cu l tu r e . In min ing , 
crafts a n d t r a d e t h e r e w e r e 4.58 p e r c e n t , 2.58 p e r c e n t i n in te l l ec tua l p ro fess ions , 
wh i l e t h e r e m a i n d e r c o m p o s e d 2.64 p e r c e n t . 3 T h e r e was a l a rge n u m b e r o f f a r m e r s 
for t h e smal l a m o u n t o f w o r k a b l e l and , so ho ld ings w e r e highly f r a g m e n t e d . A c ­
c o r d i n g to s tat is t ics f rom 1902, 61.52 p e r c e n t of f a r m s t e a d s w e r e sma l l e r t h e n 2 
h e c t a r e s , 25.84 p e r c e n t w e r e 2 to 5 h e c t a r e s , a n d only 8.86 p e r c e n t w e r e f rom 5 to 
10 h e c t a r e s . A m o n g s t t h e r eg ions i n t he M o n a r c h y , D a l m a t i a r a n k e d first i n t h e 
p e r c e n t a g e of f a r m s t e a d s up to 2 h e c t a r e s in size a n d last in t h e p e r c e n t a g e of 
f a r m s t e a d s l a rge r t h a n 1 0 h e c t a r e s . 4 T h e l a rge r f a r m s t e a d s , wh ich cou ld d e v e l o p 
a capi ta l i s t ic m e t h o d of p r o d u c t i o n , w e r e a lmos t insignif icant . A l t o g e t h e r 2.69 
p e r c e n t of t h e f a r m s t e a d s w e r e of a size of 10 to 20 h e c t a r e s , a n d f a r m s t e a d s b e ­
t w e e n 20 a n d 50 h e c t a r e s w e r e less t h e n 1 p e r c e n t o f t he to ta l . B u t on t h e s e l a rge r 
f a r m s t e a d s t h e r e w a s n o capi ta l is t ic p r o d u c t i o n . T h e l a rge l and o w n e r s gave t h e 
l a n d in to l ea se to sma l l e r h o l d e r s , w h o pa id t h e o w n e r r e n t in k ind . In this sor t o f 
r e l a t i o n s h i p ( t e n a n t f a rming sys tem) the o w n e r was n o t pa r t i cu la r ly i n t e r e s t e d i n 
t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f p r o d u c t i o n . I n add i t i on , t h e o w n e r s o f t h e l a rge r f a r m s t e a d s 
i n D a l m a t i a h a d o t h e r s o u r c e s o f i n c o m e a t this t i m e . M a n y o f t h e m w e r e p r imar i ly 
t r a d e r s , w h o inves t ed t he cap i ta l a c q u i r e d f rom t r a d e i n t h e p u r c h a s e o f l and , 
w h i c h they gave t o the i r t e n a n t f a rmer s t o cul t iva te . On t h e s e f r a g m e n t e d p a r c e l s 
t h e m a i n c r o p w e r e g r a p e v ines . T h i s was especia l ly t r u e for t h e i s lands a n d the ar­
eas c lose to t h e sea . D u e to a lack of p l o w l a n d a self-suff icient r u r a l e c o n o m y 
cou ld n o t d e v e l o p , so t h e f a r m e r s satisfied the i r bas ic n e e d s t h r o u g h p u r c h a s e s . 
T h e r e f o r e , t h e s t a t e o f t h e sa le o f w i n e was very i m p o r t a n t to t h e m . I t was t h e r e ­
fore an o p p o r t u n i t y a n d p r e d i c a m e n t for a g r e a t dea l o f t he famil ies in D a l m a t i a . 
I n t i m e s o f g o o d ha rves t s a n d sales, t he w i n e - b e a r i n g r eg ions a c h i e v e d m a r k e d 
p rospe r i t y , whi le in p e r i o d s o f crisis t h e r e w a s an i m m e d i a t e t h r e a t o f s t a r v a t i o n . 5 

Mass ive e m i g r a t i o n f rom the B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a a n d S lavonia b e g a n s o m e ­
w h a t la te r , in t h e 1890's . Poli t ically this p e r i o d was m a r k e d by t h e r u l e o f B a n 
K h u e n H e d e r v a r y (1883 -1903 ) w h o s e » p r i m a r y e c o n o m i c task was t o p r e v e n t t h e 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t (of C r o a t i a ) i n t h e in te res t o f t h e d o m e s t i c ( H u n g a r i a n ) 

3Povijest, p. 319. 
4 Ibid., p. 326. 
5 Avery picturesque description of life in Dalmatian villages during the period of prosperity 
and crisis and of the emigration as a result of the latter, was given by Vice Misurac in his 
book Poem of the Poverty and Misfortune of the Dalmatian Farmer and Life in Western Aus­
tralia (Sibenik, 1912). 
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b o u r g e o i s i e s 6 C r o a t i a w a s especial ly s t r icken by its u n f a v o u r a b l e f inancial pos i ­
t i on wh ich w a s a resu l t of t h e N a g o d b a of 1867. T h a t is, of all of t h e d i rec t a n d in­
d i r ec t t axes p a i d i n C r o a t i a , 45 p e r c e n t r e m a i n e d to cover i n d e p e n d e n t o p e r a t i o n s 
wh i l e 55 p e r c e n t w e n t for jo in t p ro jec t s a n d was s p e n t »a lmos t exclusively on in­
v e s t m e n t i n H u n g a r y a n d t h e a d v a n c e m e n t o f t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e 
i n t e r e s t o f t h e H u n g a r i a n ru l ing c lass« . 7 In t h e yea r 1890 t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e res i ­
d e n t s o f t h e B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a by o c c u p a t i o n s was as follows: 84.64 p e r c e n t w e r e 
invo lved in ag r i cu l t u r e , 8.39 p e r c e n t in min ing , crafts a n d indus t ry , 2.35 p e r c e n t in 
t r a d e , b a n k i n g a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 1.94 p e r c e n t i n in te l l ec tua l o c c u p a t i o n s a n d 
2.68 p e r c e n t i n o t h e r o c c u p a t i o n s . 

D u e to t h e lack of i n v e s t m e n t in indus t ry t h e cit ies d e v e l o p e d slowly. In 1910 
t h e r e w e r e 17 ci t ies , o f wh ich only six h a d m o r e t h e n t en t h o u s a n d r e s iden t s . T h e 
l a rges t w e r e Z a g r e b (73,707) , Os i jek (28,505) a n d Kar lovac (14,992) a n d a m o n g s t 
t h e ci t ies w e r e P e t r o v a r a d i n (4 ,160) , Senj (3 ,293) a n d B a k a r (2 ,092) . S u c h smal l 
c i t ies h a d an a d e q u a t e s t r u c t u r e o f crafts a n d indus t r ia l c o m p a n i e s . In 1900, t h e r e 
w e r e 38 ,215 in C r o a t i a a n d Slavonia . Th i s i s an impress ive n u m b e r un less a n a ­
lysed. Ana lys i s revea ls t h a t 26,320 or 68.87 p e r c e n t o f such » c o m p a n i e s « did no t 
h a v e e v e n a s ingle e m p l o y e e . I n s t e a d t h e c ra f t smen w o r k e d wi th the i r o w n r e ­
s o u r c e s . T h e la rges t c a t e g o r y was of » c o m p a n i e s « e m p l o y i n g 1 to 2 p e r s o n s (9,355 
» c o m p a n i e s « ) a n d t h e smal les t was o f t h o s e (2,105) tha t e m p l o y e d over 20 w o r k ­
e r s . T h a t y e a r i n C r o a t i a a n d Slavonia , only 41,786 individuals e m p l o y e d h a d t h e 
s t a t u s o f w o r k e r s . A m o n g s t t h e m t h e r e w e r e m o r e c ra f t smen (23,189) t h a n i ndus ­
t r ia l (18 ,597) w o r k e r s . T h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e f a r m s t e a d s in t h e B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a 
w a s s o m e w h a t m o r e f avourab le t h a n i n D a l m a t i a . H e r e t h e r e was a l m o s t e q u a l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n in f a r m s t e a d s of 2 h e c t a r e s (33.9 p e r c e n t ) a n d of 2 to 5 h e c t a r e s (33.0 
p e r c e n t ) . T h e to ta l n u m b e r o f f a r m s t e a d s i n t h e B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a was 407, 403 . 

C a p i t a l i s m in Is t r ia was q u i c k e r t o d e v e l o p a n d t h e r e f o r e t h e e m i g r a t i o n f rom 
i t w a s lower t h a n i n D a l m a t i a a n d t h e B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a . H e r e t h e r e w e r e m a r k e d 
i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n s , w h e r e t he s t rong indus t r ia l c e n t r e s a t t he edges o f t h e p e n i n ­
su la (Tr ies te , P u l a a n d R i j eka ) a c c e p t e d t he excess agr icu l tu ra l p o p u l a t i o n . T h e 
M o n a r c h y especia l ly inves ted in P u l a as its mi l i tary h a r b o u r , wh ich in 1900 a l r eady 
h a d 36 ,000 r e s i d e n t s . R i j eka b e c a m e economica l ly s t r o n g e r especia l ly af ter t h e 
N a g o d b a o f 1867. T h e p r i m e m o v e r o f d e v e l o p m e n t was t he h a r b o u r e c o n o m y a n d 
t h e r e was also d e v e l o p m e n t in indus t ry a n d crafts. E v e n Is tr ia was a p r e d o m i ­
nan t l y ag r i cu l tu ra l r eg ion . In t he yea r 1890, 73.84 p e r c e n t of its r e s i d e n t s w e r e in­
vo lved i n ag r i cu l t u r e . T h e f a r m s t e a d s h e r e w e r e also f r a g m e n t e d . T h e g r e a t e s t 
n u m b e r of f a r m s t e a d s w e r e up to 2 h e c t a r e s (43.35 p e r c e n t ) a n d 2 to 5 h e c t a r e s 
(27.80 p e r c e n t ) . 

T h e s e a r e on ly t h e bas ic ind ica to r s o f t he e c o n o m i c s i tua t ion in t h e s e C r o a ­

t i an l a n d s . T h e y unequ ivoca l ly p o i n t to a rise in p o v e r t y (a ca t ego ry wh ich C r o a t i a 

l ed in t h e M o n a r c h y ) wh ich is, as a ru l e , t h e m a i n s t imu la to r of e m i g r a t i o n . B u t 

^Povijest, p. 125. 
7 The data that follows is taken from the work mentioned in Note 1. 
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d u r i n g t h e t i m e b e i n g a n a l y s e d t h e r e w e r e m a n y m o r e s i t u a t i o n s w h i c h w o r s e n e d 
t h e e c o n o m i c p o s i t i o n o f t h e r e s i d e n t s a n d w i t h t h a t i m m e d i a t e l y i n f l u e n c e d e m i ­
g r a t i o n . 

E v e n i f C r o a t i a w a s n o t d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d , i t c a n b e a s ses sed a s b e i n g agr icul­
tura l ly o v e r p o p u l a t e d . T h a t is, a l a rge p o r t i o n of t h e l a n d w a s u n u s a b l e for i n t e n ­
sive f a r m i n g a n d t h a t m e a n s t h a t t h e r e w e r e a l a rge n u m b e r o f r e s i d e n t s living o n 
t h e l i t t le r e m a i n i n g w o r k a b l e l a n d . T h e B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a h a d sixty r e s i d e n t s p e r 
s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e a n d t h a t w a s a few p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t s l o w e r t h e n i n H u n g a r y , a n d 
o v e r 3 0 p e r c e n t less t h a n i n t h e AustrianjDortion o f t h e M o n a r c h y . T h e d e n s e s t 
p o p u l a t i o n w a s i n t h e V a r a ž d i n c o u n t y ( Ž u p a n i j a ) - twice a s m u c h a s t h e o t h e r 
p o r t i o n s o f t h e B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a , whi le t h e L i k a - K r b a v a c o u n t y w a s t h e m o s t 
s p a r s e l y p o p u l a t e d . 8 D a l m a t i a h a d a n e v e n l o w e r p o p u l a t i o n c o n c e n t r a t i o n , b u t 
b e c a u s e o f a p r o n o u n c e d u n f a v o u r a b l e l a n d s t r u c t u r e t h e r e w a s a g r i c u l t u r a l over­
p o p u l a t i o n h e r e a s well, especia l ly a l o n g t h e s e a c o a s t a n d o n t h e i s lands . A n d i n 
fact i t i s f r o m t h e s e r e g i o n s t h a t e m i g r a t i o n w a s t h e g r e a t e s t . D u r i n g th i s t i m e p e ­
r i o d t h e r e w e r e very few e m i g r a n t s f r o m t h e D a l m a t i a n h i g h l a n d s . 9 R e g i o n s o f es­
pecia l ly s t r o n g e m i g r a t i o n w e r e t h e c e n t r a l D a l m a t i a n i s lands, especia l ly B r a č a n d 
H v a r . T h e s e w e r e t h e only pol i t ica l dis tr icts ( k o t a r s ) i n D a l m a t i a , w h i c h i n 1910 
h a d a n a b s o l u t e fall i n p o p u l a t i o n . B r a č i n t h e p r e v i o u s d e c a d e h a d lost 955 resi­
d e n t s o r 3.41 p e r c e n t a n d H v a r 1,349 r e s i d e n t s o r 5.90 p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 
I f w e t a k e i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e n a t u r a l g r o w t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h a t p e r i o d , 
t h e n t h e r e i s a r e s u l t i n g lack of 7,800 r e s i d e n t s . A l m o s t all of t h e m e m i g r a t e d b e ­
c a u s e t h e m i g r a t i o n f r o m D a l m a t i a t o o t h e r r e g i o n s o f t h e M o n a r c h y i s negl ig ib le . 
D a l m a t i a w a s t h e s e v e n t h largest r e g i o n i n t h e M o n a r c h y a n d c o m p o s e d 4.2 p e r ­
c e n t o f its t e r r i tory . H o w e v e r , i n 1910 t h e p o p u l a t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d o n l y 2.1 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e t o t a l . " 1 

D u e t o m a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s ( n o wars , i m p r o v e m e n t i n n u t r i t i o n , b e t t e r h e a l t h 
c a r e e tc . ) C r o a t i a m a r k e d a very in tens ive n a t u r a l p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h d u r i n g this 
p e r i o d . In t h e d e c a d e f r o m 1880 to 1890 i t w a s 15.53 p e r c e n t . I t i s o n l y b e c a u s e of 
this t h a t t h e e m i g r a t i o n did n o t b r i n g a b o u t a n a b s o l u t e fall i n p o p u l a t i o n . H o w ­
ever, t h a t i s w h y n a t u r a l g r o w t h a n d a c t u a l g r o w t h a r e i n c o n s i s t e n t a n d vary f r o m 
c o u n t r y t o c o u n t r y d e p e n d e n t o n t h e t i m e a n d i n t e n s i t y o f t h e e m i g r a t i o n . 

T h e fact t h a t e m i g r a t i o n f r o m t h e B a n a t e o f C r o a t i a a n d S lavonia i n t h e p e ­
r i o d f r o m 1880 to 1890 d i d n o t r e a c h a mass ive scale i s b e s t d i s p l a y e d by t h e sta­
tistic t h a t t h e a c t u a l p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h was g r e a t e r t h a n t h e n a t u r a l g r o w t h b y o n e 
p e r c e n t . D u r i n g t h e s a m e p e r i o d , t h e a c t u a l g r o w t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n D a l m a t i a 
w a s 2.9 p e r c e n t lesser t h a n t h e n a t u r a l g r o w t h . T h e last p r e - w a r c e n s u s y e a r 

8 S e e Ivan Čizmić, »O iseljavanju iz Hrvatske u razdoblju 1880-1914« (On Emigration From 
Croatia in the Period 1880-1914), Historijski zbornik 27-28, (Zagreb, 1974/75) p. 29. 
9 According to a categorisation from 1913 which will be mentioned later, amongst the 
non-emigrating districts (kotars) were the ones of Benkovac, Sinj, and Knin, and amongst 
the emigrating districts the majority were along the seacoast belt. 
u)Narodni list on June 30th, 1890 wrote: »Moving to America, not unknown in the Dalma­
tian highlands«. 
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(1910) shows t h a t in Croatia a n d Slavonia there was a 5 percent decrease in the ac­
t u a l a s o p p o s e d t o n a t u r a l g r o w t h ( a n d this revea l s t h a t e m i g r a t i o n h e r e a lso 
r e a c h e d a m a s s i v e sca le) . D a l m a t i a d u r i n g this p e r i o d h a d a 5.4 p e r c e n t l o w e r ac­
t u a l g r o w t h r a t e a s o p p o s e d t o n a t u r a l g r o w t h . I n Is t r ia t h e s i t u a t i o n w a s di f ferent . 
H e r e , b e t w e e n 1900 a n d 1910 t h e a c t u a l g r o w t h w a s g r e a t e r t h a n t h e n a t u r a l 
g r o w t h by 1.5 p e r c e n t a n d this shows t h e t r e n d o f i m m i g r a t i o n i n t o d y n a m i c cit ies 
b y r e s i d e n t s f r o m t h e o t h e r p o r t i o n s o f t h e M o n a r c h y . 

E v e n t h o u g h f e u d a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n C r o a t i a a n d S lavonia w e r e a b o l i s h e d i n 
1848, t h e r e s u l t s o f t h o s e d r a s t i c c h a n g e s in social s t r u c t u r e w e r e felt l o n g after, es­
pecia l ly i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s . T h e p e a s a n t b e c a m e t h e o w n e r o f f e u d a l l a n d a n d w a s 
f r e e d o f f o r c e d l a b o u r a n d v a r i o u s serf d u t i e s s t i p u l a t e d b y f e u d a l law, b u t m a n y 
q u e s t i o n s r e m a i n e d u n a n s w e r e d a n d n e w p r o b l e m s a p p e a r e d . I n t h a t way t h e 
p e a s a n t s d i d n o t rece ive o f f - h o m e s t e a d l a n d s w h i c h d i d n o t b e l o n g t o t h e m b y feu­
d a l law, w h i l e t h e r ight s t o i n n - k e e p i n g w e r e still t h e pr iv i lege o f t h e l a n d o w n e r s 
w h o also h a d t h e u s e o f t h e p a s t u r e s a n d forests . 

I f p e a s a n t s w a n t e d t o c o m e i n t o p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e o f f - h o m e s t e a d l a n d s o r 
v i n e - y a r d s , t h e y h a d to b u y it. D u e to a lack o f m o n e y this usual ly w e n t slowly, e v e n 
m o r e s o o n c e t h e p e a s a n t s w h o , f rom 1848 t o 1853, a d o p t e d s o m e o f t h e m e n ­
t i o n e d r ight s a n d h a d t o p a y c o m p e n s a t i o n t o t h e o w n e r s i n cash. I n t h e next 
t w e n t y y e a r s a to ta l o f twenty p e r c e n t o f t h e o f f - h o m e s t e a d l a n d w a s b o u g h t . In 
t h e y e a r 1876 a specia l law w a s i n t r o d u c e d w h i c h c o n c e r n e d m a n d a t o r y p u r c h a s ­
ing; t h e o w n e r o f t h e l a n d h a d to p a y t h e p r e v i o u s o w n e r in cash, in half y e a r instal l­
m e n t s , o r t h e e s t a t e o w n e r r e c e i v e d t h e m o n e t a r y e q u i v a l e n t i n p r o m i s s o r y n o t e s , 
a n d s o t h e f a r m e r b e c a m e a d e b t o r t o t h e s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t . Smal l e s t a t e h o l d e r s 
a l so f a i r e d b a d l y b e c a u s e t h e c a s h c o m p e n s a t i o n s t h a t t h e y r e c e i v e d c o u l d n o t 
c o v e r t h e a b o l i s h e d serf d u t i e s . " 

I n t h a t way t h e p e a s a n t b e c a m e , o v e r n i g h t , a d e b t o r o f h a r d c a s h w h i c h t h e y 
l a c k e d b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e n o t p r e p a r e d for m a r k e t p r o d u c t i o n . A l o n g t i m e w o u l d 
p a s s b e f o r e t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e bas ic c o n d i t i o n s for s u c h a n e c o n o m y , s u c h a s t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d t r a d e . T h e p e a s a n t s f a r m s t e a d s r e m a i n e d 
self-suff icient for a l o n g t i m e , t h e level of p o t e n t i a l c u s t o m e r s for f a r m e r s p r o d ­
u c t s i n t h e c o u n t r y r e m a i n e d low. T h i s p r o b l e m w a s j o i n e d b y taxes w h i c h t h e 
f a r m e r h a d to p a y a n d w h i c h c o n s t a n t l y i n c r e a s e d . A lack o f p u b l i c m o n e t a r y in­
s t i t u t i o n s (for a l o n g t i m e t h e r e w a s only t h e Fi r s t C r o a t i a n Savings f o u n d e d in 
1846) s o o n c a u s e d t h e thr iv ing of usury. D u e to s u c h a s i t u a t i o n 1.1. T k a l a c s t a t e d , 
i n 1860, i n his r e p o r t t o t h e C o m m e r c e a n d Craf t s C h a m b e r i n Z a g r e b t h a t » t h e 
s t a t e o f a g r i c u l t u r e , n o m a t t e r h o w i m p o s s i b l e i t m a y s e e m , f rom t h e m o m e n t t h a t 
t h e l a n d w a s f r e e d o f t h e f e u d a l l o a d a n d t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o full o w n e r s h i p , b e c a m e 
g e n e r a l l y w o r s e t h a n i t w a s u n d e r t h e p r e s s u r e o f t h e s e r f d o m r e l a t i o n s h i p s « . 1 2 

T h e lack o f m o n e y i n t h e C r o a t i a n vil lage, i n n o r t h e r n C r o a t i a a s well a s i n 
D a l m a t i a , b e c a m e c h r o n i c a n d w a s p o i n t e d o u t b y o n e o f t h e first p r o m o t e r s o f t h e 

" According to Josip Lakatoš, Narodna statistika (National Statistics; Zagreb, 1914). 
12Povijest, p. 5. and Igor Karaman, Privreda i društvo Hrvatske u 19. stoljeću (The Croatian 
Economy and Society in the 19th Century; Zagreb, 1972) pp. 63-86. 

295 



LJ. A N T I Ć , T h e economic causes... Povij. pril. 14, 291-300 (1995) 

e m i g r a t i o n p r o b l e m , t h e M e m b e r o f P a r l i a m e n t F r a n o L u p i s - V u k i c , i n his p a p e r 
d e l i v e r e d a t t h e s e c o n d specia l a s s e m b l y o f t h e C o - o p e r a t i v e U n i o n h e l d i n Z a d a r 
i n 1913, a n d d e d i c a t e d t o mass ive e m i g r a t i o n , e m p h a s i s i n g t h a t t h e » m a i n a n d 
las t ing c a u s e of e m i g r a t i o n i s t h e o v e r - i n d e b t e d n e s s of t h e f a r m e r s , a p r o b l e m 
w h i c h t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l B a n k a n d t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f S e r b i a n E c o n o m i c C o - o p e r a ­
tives c a n o n l y n e u t r a l i s e in a l i m i t e d fash ion«. » T h e n e e d s a r e g r e a t « , says L u p i s 
Vukic, » t h e r e s o u r c e s l imi ted, a n d t h e r e f o r e t h e r e i s t h e r ise o f usury, b e y o n d c o m ­
p a r i s o n w i t h a n y c o u n t r y i n E u r o p e « . 1 3 

O n e o f t h e r e s u l t s o f s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s w a s t h e d e c a y o f 
j o i n t h o u s e h o l d s . 1 4 J o i n t h o u s e h o l d s d e t e r i o r a t e d i n t o m a n y i n d i v i d u a l o n e s w h i c h 
o f t e n w e r e s o smal l t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t feed t h e i n d i v i d u a l famil ies a n d t h a t c o n ­
v e r t e d t h e p e a s a n t i n t o a s e m i - p r o l e t a r i a n , w h i c h » f o r c e d « t h e m e i t h e r i n t o t h e 
city ( w h i c h a s a r u l e c o u l d n o t a c c e p t t h e m ) o r i n t o e m i g r a t i o n . 

T h e d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f j o i n t h o u s e h o l d s c a u s e d m a n y o t h e r n e g a t i v e effects. O n 
f r a g m e n t e d i n d i v i d u a l f a r m s t e a d s t h e c o n d i t i o n s for l ivestock b r e e d i n g b e c a m e 
m o r e u n f a v o u r a b l e , 1 5 a n d this af fected a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n w h i c h r e m a i n e d 
w i t h o u t fert i l i sers . T h e r e w a s n o i d e a o f artificial fert i l isers t h a t w e r e a l r e a d y b e i n g 
wide ly u s e d i n t h e U S A a n d e v e n i n E u r o p e . S o m e t r a d i t i o n a l activit ies w h i c h 
b l o o m e d i n s i d e t h e j o i n t h o u s e h o l d divis ion o f w o r k s u c h a s l i n e n w e a v i n g a n d t h e 
b r e e d i n g o f silk w o r m s , w h i c h gave high qual i ty r a w m a t e r i a l s f r o m this r e g i o n , 
w e r e v a n i s h i n g . 

T h e n u m b e r o f j o i n t f a r m s t e a d s , b e f o r e t h e d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f t h e j o i n t h o u s e ­
h o l d , i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f f a r m s t e a d s w a s la rge . E v e n i n 1885 w h e n 
this p r o c e s s w a s in full swing, of a t o t a l of 400,000 f a r m s t e a d s in C r o a t i a a n d Sla-
v o n i a j o i n t h o u s e h o l d s m a d e o u t 67,632. E x p r e s s e d i n a c r e s : o f 4.6 mi l l ion o f t h e s e 
l a n d u n i t s , o n e mi l l ion w a s i n t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f j o i n t h o u s e h o l d s . I t s h o u l d b e m e n ­
t i o n e d t h a t t h e f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f p e a s a n t h o l d i n g s w a s a lso i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e sys­
t e m o f s u c c e s s i o n b y w h i c h t h e f a t h e r s ' h o l d i n g s w e r e d i v i d e d a m o n g s t t h e s o n s 
a n d u n m a r r i e d d a u g h t e r s . 

P r i m i t i v e p e a s a n t f a r m s t e a d s w e r e very v u l n e r a b l e t o n a t u r a l d i sas ter s , crisis 
i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s m a r k e t (especia l ly w h e n , d u e t o t h e s t r o n g e r d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f m a r k e t e c o n o m y , t h e sa le o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s w a s i m p o r t a n t ) , v a r i o u s 
p l a n t d i s e a s e s a n d e v e r y t h i n g t h a t d i s t u r b e d t h e c e n t u r i e s - o l d , e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r 
i n o u r vi l lages. F r o m 1857 t o 1859, n o r t h e r n C r o a t i a w a s s t r u c k b y a l a r g e d r o u g h t 

»Naše iseljeničko pitanje« (Our Emigration Issue; Split, 1913). Lecture by MP I. P. Lupis, 
p. 14. 
1 4 T h e problem of the joint household was covered by Dinko Tomašić in his essay »Razvitak 
gradjanskih ideologija u Hrvatskoj« (The Development of Civil Ideologies in Croatia) 
Savremenik 2 (Zagreb, 1936) pp. 41-51. T h e author also published the same essay in the 
book Politički razvitak Hrvata (The Political Development of the Croats; Zagreb, 1938) pp. 
91-127. Tomašić gives the joint households an important place in the spiritual and political 
development of the Croats. 
1 5 Previously there was a »slaughter« of livestock because it was the only property for which 
the farmer could receive money. 
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the likes of which had n o t been seen in decades. Crop failure a n d hunger followed. 
As was w r i t t e n in t he week ly Svjetlo on A p r i l 3 rd , 1989: » N e w s is a r r iv ing f rom all 
s ides o f t h e suffer ing o f t h e C r o a t i a n p e o p l e . An awful m o n s t e r , h u n g e r , i s s p r e a d ­
ing i n t o t h e o n c e fruitful a n d r ich Slavonia . T h e p e o p l e a r e s tarving, t h e p e o p l e a r e 
m o v i n g « . 1 6 

T h e ar r iva l o f l a rge quan t i t i e s o f g ra in f rom the U S A , A r g e n t i n a a n d Russ i a 
i n t o t h e E u r o p e a n m a r k e t c a u s e d a fall in p r ices of t h e s e p r o d u c t s a n d i n d u c e d a 
l a rge E u r o p e a n agr i cu l tu ra l crisis w h i c h l a s ted f rom t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 1870's to 
1895. T h e C r o a t i a n (as wel l a s t h e E u r o p e a n ) vi l lage was n o t in a c o n d i t i o n to 
qu ick ly r e a c t w i th t he i n t r o d u c t i o n o f n e w p r o d u c t s , artificial fer t i l iser a n d m a ­
c h i n e r y i n t o p r o d u c t i o n , so i t was h i t heavi ly by this crisis especial ly b e c a u s e i t a p ­
p e a r e d a t t h e t i m e w h e n t h e vi l lage n e e d e d even g r e a t e r a m o u n t s o f cash . I n a d ­
d i t ion , self-suff ic iency slowly d i s a p p e a r e d , so t h a t t h e f a r m e r w a s fo rced to buy 
m a n y necess i t i es , a n d d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d t h e r e w e r e s t e e p inc reases in taxes -
n o m i n a l l y o n e h u n d r e d p e r c e n t a n d actual ly m u c h m o r e . 1 7 

A specia l p r o b l e m for t h e D a l m a t i a n a n d Is t r ian fa rm w o r k e r s w e r e d i seases 
i n t h e g r a p e - v i n e s , i n o t h e r w o r d s d i s rup t ions i n t h e w i n e - m a r k e t . D a l m a t i a was 
a f fec ted even m o r e b e c a u s e d u r i n g t h e m i d d l e 19th cen t u ry t h e r e was a d o m i ­
n a n c e o f t h e o n e - c r o p e c o n o m y o f g r a p e v ines . D u r i n g t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e sec­
o n d half of t h e 19th cen tu ry , I t a l ian v ineya rds w e r e infl icted wi th a d i s ea se wh ich 
t h e p e o p l e ca l l ed »lye« (lug), a n d t h a t very m u c h affected t h e expo r t o f D a l m a t i a n 
w i n e i n t o I ta ly r e su l t i ng in h igh p r i ces . In t he reg ion t h e r e w a s in tens ive c lea r ing 
o f n e w sur faces a n d t h e p l a n t i n g o f g r a p e v ines d u e to this , a n d of ten olive t r e e s 
w e r e d a m a g e d s o t h a t the i r p l a c e w o u l d b e t a k e n b y g r a p e - v i n e s . B u t t h e I t a l i an 
v i n e y a r d s quickly (with t h e h e l p of s u l p h u r ) f reed t hemse lves of »lye« so t h e ex­
p o r t o f C r o a t i a n w i n e in to tha t c o u n t r y subs ided whi le t h e d i sease soon s p r e a d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e D a l m a t i a n v ineyards . 

T h e crisis was o v e r c o m e q u i t e quickly b u t a n e w t r e n d in C r o a t i a n w ines im­
m e d i a t e l y a p p e a r e d as a c o n s e q u e n c e of t h e phyl loxera ( v i n e - p e s t ) wh ich at­
t a c k e d t h e F r e n c h v ineya rds . T h e F r e n c h f o u n d a so lu t ion in t h e mixing o f the i r 
w i n e w i t h lower qua l i ty D a l m a t i a n r e d w ine . F r o m 1870 t o 1890 t h e F r e n c h m a r k e t 
a c c e p t e d 500 ,000 to 600,000 hec to l i t r e s o f w i n e annua l ly . B u t t h e p r e v i o u s si tu­
a t ion , a s w i t h I taly, s o o n a p p e a r e d . D u r i n g t h e 1890's t h e F r e n c h r e n e w e d the i r 
v i n e y a r d s a n d t h e D a l m a t i a n a n d I s t r i an v ineya rds w e r e af fec ted b y phy l loxera 
w h i c h i r regu la r ly (»sk ipp ing« s o m e reg ions ) s p r e a d f rom t h e n o r t h t o w a r d s t h e 
s o u t h , s t a r t ing in 1894. (Phyl loxera fo l lowed t h e s h o c k suffered by t h e D a l m a t i a n 

1 6 According to I. Cizmic, p. 32. Here Cizmic states that »according to statistical data, the 
greatest number of emigrants left Europe for America during the 'hungry years'«. 
1 7 According to some estimates the actual taxes for the peasantry in northern Croatia in­
creased by 500 percent during the agricultural crisis. That is, while the average yearly in­
come from taxes in Croatia and Slavonia during the period 1872 to 1874 was 10,131,111 
guilders - or the wheat equivalent of 725,000 metric quintals, while in 1893 to 1895 the in­
come from taxes was 22,901,000 guilders which would be earned from the sale of 3,900,000 
metric quintals of wheat. Povijest, pp. 128-129. 
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w i n e g r o w i n g r e g i o n s d u e t o t h e s o - c a l l e d W i n e C l a u s e o f 1892 - b u t w e will d e a l 
w i th t h a t p r o b l e m i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e pol i t ica l c a u s e s o f e m i g r a t i o n . ) T h e r e ­
n e w a l o f v i n e y a r d s wi th » A m e r i c a n vines« w e n t slowly a n d w a s difficult b e c a u s e i t 
w a s n o t p r o p e r l y s t i m u l a t e d d u e t o t h e inf i l t rat ion o f c h e a p e r I t a l i a n w i n e i n t o t h e 
A u s t r i a n M o n a r c h y ( d u e t o t h e C l a u s e ) a n d t h e fact t h a t t h e p r i c e o f w i n e fell d r a s ­
tical ly. 1 8 

E v e n two y e a r s b e f o r e t h e arr ival o f t h e phyl loxera , t h e n e w s p a p e r Narodni 
list o f Z a d a r p r e d i c t e d its c a t a s t r o p h i c effects: » N o p e o p l e h a v e or will feel t h a t 
s t r i k e s o h a r d , a s will w e D a l m a t i a n s , a n d especia l ly t h e P r i m o r c i ( t h e D a l m a t i a n s 
w h o live a l o n g t h e sea c o a s t ) , b e c a u s e we live only by t h e w i n e , a n d w h e n i t fails, 
e v e r y t h i n g will fail. O t h e r p e o p l e w h e n t h e y saw t h a t this t r a g e d y w o u l d befal l 
t h e m , p l a n t e d all k i n d s o f fruit w h e r e v e r t h e y c o u l d , t o h a v e s o m e t h i n g wi th w h i c h 
t o b u y t h e th ings t h e y m o s t n e e d e d everyday, a n d us? W e a r e r o o t i n g o u t t h o s e few 
olive t r e e s t h a t w e h a v e wi th w h i c h w e c o u l d survive d i s a s t e r . « 1 9 

T h e low p r i c e a n d p o o r sales o f w i n e l a s t e d e v e n for s o m e y e a r s a f ter t h e phyl­
l o x e r a a n d t h e e n d o f t h e w i n e c lause ( a n n u l l e d i n 1904). T h e n e w s p a p e r Zadrugar 
of Spli t in its i s sue of O c t o b e r 1908 w r o t e : »We a r e a t t h e e n d of this y e a r ' s v i n t a g e . 
T h e filled b a r r e l s s t a n d in t h e cel lars wa i t ing for b u y e r s , b u t b u y e r s a r e a r a r e s ight 
this year . T h e b a r r e n c a p i t a l lies b e f o r e t h e p e a s a n t s eyes, t h e b a r r e l s a r e full, b u t 
t h e p u r s e i s e m p t y , t h e g r a n a r i e s a r e e m p t y a n d t h e w i n e i s n o t sold, s o t h a t a m a n 
d o e s n o t h a v e a n y t h i n g t o p a y for w h e a t , c l o t h e s a n d s h o e s for t h e h o u s e folk a n d 
t o s e t t l e o t h e r n e e d s « . 

R o u g h l y at t h e s a m e t i m e Hrvatska rijec f rom Sibenik p a i n t e d t h e s i t u a t i o n in 
D a l m a t i a i n a p o c a l y p t i c c o l o u r s : » ( . . . ) T h e twenty y e a r n i g h t m a r e h a s d r a i n e d 
o u r s t r e n g t h . T h e d i s e a s e o f t h e v ine h a s r e d u c e d t h e i n c o m e f rom o u r l a n d . T h e 
n a k e d m o u n t a i n s d o n o t give sufficient p a s t u r e for t h e l ivestock. T h e u n o r g a n i s e d 
w a t e r a n d m o u n t a i n s t r e a m s d i s p e r s e t h e j u i c e s o f t h e l a n d . S w a m p s d e v o u r its 
h e a l t h . Prov i s ions (life's necess i t ie s ) a r e all t h e m o r e expens ive . O u r m a n , i f he i s 
t o feed himself, h a s t o g o i n t o d e b t , a n d h e i s i n d e b t usual ly t o t h e vi l lage u s u r e r , 
w h o b e c o m e s t h e m a s t e r o f his w o r k a n d h o l d i n g s . I n t h a t way o u r l i t t le l a n d o w n e r 
o n l y h a s a p p a r e n t h o l d i n g s , b u t i n fact t h e y a r e t h e slaves o f t h e soul less u s u r e r s . 
T h e c a u s e o f e m i g r a t i o n s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e s e a r c h e d for t h e r e w h e r e i t i s usual ly 
f o u n d , a n d t h a t i s in n o t - h a v i n g , in n o n - p o s s e s s i o n , in pover ty , in m o d e r n slavery. 
F o r th i s t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d local a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a r e m u c h a t fault, t h e y h a v e 
d o n e n o t h i n g aga ins t t h e h igh i n t e r e s t r a t e s . I n a d d i t i o n , n o t h i n g h a s b e e n d o n e t o 
h e l p t h e w e a k e n e d l a n d recover , i t i s as i f D a l m a t i a d o e s n o t n e e d a forest , a n d 

D a t a on this wine crisis was taken from Dinko Foretić, O ekonomskim prilikama u Dal­
maciji u drugoj polovici XIX stoljeća do prvog svjetskog rata, Hrvatski narodni preporod u Dal­
maciji i Istri (On Economic Circumstances in Dalmatia During the Second Half of the XIX 
Century to the First World War, the Croatian National Rebirth in Dalmatia and Istria; Za­
greb, 1969) pp. 16-17. 
19 Narodni list (6.XI.1891). 

298 



LJ. A N T I Ć , T h e economic causes... Povij. pril. 14, 291-300 (1995) 

w i t h t h e d i s e a s e o f p h y l l o x e r a t h e g o v e r n m e n t acts l ike t h e wors t m i s e r : t h e y c o m e 
to h e l p t o o l a t e a n d w i t h a t ight fist. B o a t b u i l d i n g h a s fai led e t c . « 2 0 

T h e s e g r e a t w i n e crises c h a r a c t e r i s e d social a n d e c o n o m i c life i n D a l m a t i a 
f r o m 1890 t o t h e s t a r t o f t h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r a n d w e r e t o b e t h e d i r e c t c a u s e o f 
m a s s i v e e m i g r a t i o n f rom t h e s e r e g i o n s . K n o w l e d g e o f t h e e c o n o m i c c a u s e s o f t h e 
m a s s i v e e m i g r a t i o n f r o m C r o a t i a u p t o t h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r i s t h e b a s i c a s s u m p t i o n 
for a n e x p l a n a t i o n o f s o m e o f t h e e m i g r a n t s ' a c t i o n s i n t h e p e r i o d m e n t i o n e d a s 
wel l a s l a t t e r p e r i o d s . Fi r s t , t h e r e i s t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e C r o a t i a n e m i g r a n t t o ­
w a r d s t h e A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n m o n a r c h y w h i c h w a s especial ly e x p r e s s e d t h r o u g h 
t h e w o r k o f e m i g r a n t societ ies a n d wr i t ing i n n e w s p a p e r s . T h a t is, m a n y societ ies 
a n d n e w s p a p e r s h a d a p r o n o u n c e d a n t i - A u s t r i a n , H u n g a r i a n o r i e n t a t i o n . T h i s 
c u l m i n a t e d d u r i n g t h e Fi r s t W o r l d W a r w h e n t h e e m i g r a n t s f o u n d e d s t r o n g pol i t i­
cal o r g a n i s a t i o n s w h o actively j o i n e d i n t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e M o n a r c h y . I n fact, 
a m a j o r i t y o f t h e e m i g r a n t s f o u n d t h e c a u s e s o f mass ive e m i g r a t i o n r a t h e r in t h e 
pol i t ica l t h a n t h e e c o n o m i c s p h e r e , s ince t h e e c o n o m i c b a c k w a r d n e s s o f C r o a t i a 
w a s e x p l a i n e d b y its infer ior pol i t ica l p o s i t i o n i n t h e A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n M o n a r ­
chy. 

S A Ž E T A K 

G O S P O D A R S K I U Z R O C I ISELJAVANJA I Z HRVATSKE O D 80-IH G O D I N A 

19. S T O L J E Ć A DO P R V O G A SVJETSKOG RATA 

Iseljavanje iz Hrvatske poprima grupne značajke od osamdesetih godina 19. stoljeća. 
U to vrijeme on je u sastavu Austro-Ugarske Monarhije, s time d a j e Banska Hrvatska sa 
Slavonijom u ugarskom, a Dalmacija i Istra u austrijskom dijelu države. Sredinom 
razdoblja koje obrađujemo, tj. 1890. godine, Hrvatska ima nešto više od tri milijuna stano­
vnika. Računa se da se je do 1914. godine iz Hrvatske iselilo više od pola milijuna osoba, što 
je zemlju dovelo na rub demografske katastofe. Iseljenici iz Hrvatske dio su snažnog europ­
skog emigracijskoga prekooceanskog vala i slijede njegove pravce prema: Sjevernoj i 
Južnoj Americi, Australiji, Novom Zelandu i Južnoj Africi. Prevladava mišljenje daje težak 
gospodarski položaj prevladavajući potisni migracijski čimbenik. S tim u svezi ističemo: a) 
Agrarnu prenapučenost, koja je bila zapreka pokretanju intenzivne poljoprivredne proiz­
vodnje. Zbog toga se teško moglo prehranjivati stanovništvo koje ima snažan prirodni pri­
rast od preko 15 posto; b) Ukidanje feudalnih odnosa nije bilo do kraja provedeno jer je 
seljak morao otkupiti izvanselišne zemlje i vinograde koji mu po urbaru nisu pripadali. 
Štoviše, posebnim zakonom iz 1876. uvezen je obvezni otkup: novi vlasnik morao je bivšeg 
obeštećivati gotovinom do koje se u nerazvijenom tržišnom gospodarstvu teško dolazilo te 
se po novac odlazilo u »Ameriku«; c) Modernizacija hrvatskog društva dovela je do 
raspadanja obiteljskih zadruga a na usitnjenim posjedima teško se mogla postići dostatna 
(osobito stočarska) proizvodnja. Zbog nedostatka gnojiva smanjivala se proizvodnja a izu-
mirale su i neke tradicionalne djelatnosti koje su bile karakteristične u sklopu zadružne 
podjele rada, poput proizvodnje platna i uzgoja dodova svilca, koji je u našim krajevima 
davao veoma kvalitetnu sirovinu; i d) Nerazvijen seljački posjed bio je veoma osjetljiv na 

Hrvatska riječ (6.V.1905). 
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elementarne nepogode, krize na tržištu agrarnih proizvoda te razne biljne bolesti. Uvoz 
velikih količina žitarica iz SAD-a, Argentine i Rusije na europsko tržište, uzrokovao je pad 
cijena tih proizvoda i izazvao veliku europsku agrarnu krizu koja je trajala do 1895. godine. 
Hrvatsko selo nije bilo u stanju brzo reagirati uvođenjem novih proizvoda, umjetnoga gno­
jiva i tehnike u proizvodnju, pa je teško trpjelo. Agrarna kriza dogodila se u vrijeme kada 
je selu gotovina bila najpotrebnija: izlaskom iz autarkičnosti morale su se kupovati mnoge 
potrepštine koje su se donedavno proizvodile u zadrugama, a upravo u ovom razdoblju po­
rasli su i porezi. Poseban problem dalmatinskom i istarskom težaku predstavljale su bolesti 
vinove loze, odnosno poremećaji na tržištu vina. Dalmaciju je to pogađalo to teže stoje od 
polovice 19. stoljeća u njezinoj poljoprivredi počela prevladavati monokultura vinove loze. 
Karakteristični primjeri su tzv. vinska klauzula iz 1892. godine (dio trgovačkog ugovora 
između Austro-Ugarske i Italije po kojem je smanjena carina na uvoz talijanskog vina) te 
filoksera, koja se pojavljuje na vinovoj lozi od 1894. godine. Vinska klauzula imala je i 
političku konotaciju jer je doživljavana kao rezultat nepovoljnoga političkog položaja 
Hrvatske u Monarhiji. Te velike vinske krize dat će pečat društvenom i gospodarskom 
životu Dalmacije od početka devedesetih godina 19. stoljeća do Prvoga svjetskog rata i bit 
će izravni uzročnici masovnog iseljavanja iz ove pokrajine. Poznavanje gospodarskih 
uzroka iseljavanja iz Hrvatske u ovom razdoblju, temeljna je pretpostavka za objašnjenje 
nekih iseljeničkih ponašanja u navedenom razdoblju, a osobito u vrijeme Prvoga svjetskog 
rata. Stavljajući uzroke iseljavanja više u političku nego u gospodarsku sferu (gospodarska 
zaostalost Hrvatske tumačena je inferiornim političkim položajem u Monarhiji), mnogi 
iseljenici zauzimali su negativan stav prema Austro-Ugarskoj Monarhiji, a to je osobito do­
lazilo do izražaja na stranicama iseljeničkog tiska te u radu njihovih društava. 
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