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Temeljni problem istrazivaca
u podruc¢ju pedagogije:
zamjena analitiéckog i empirijskog
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Sazetak

Herbert Spencer je, piSuéi u 1850-ima, predloZio da bi primjena znanstvenih metoda na obrazovne fenomene
omogucila obrazovanju da napreduje poput drugih podrucja u koja su te metode uvedene. Mnogi tvrde da nas
sloZenost obrazovnih fenomena onemogucava u postizanju uspjeha koji bi odgovarao npr. onom u podrucju fizike.
U ovom ¢lanku navodimo jo$ jedan razlog: u oblikovanju problema pedagoskih istraZivanja ¢esto pobrkamo anal-
iticke elemente, koji ne zahtijevaju istrazivanja i koji osiguravaju pozitivne rezultate, s izvorno empirijskim pitan-
jima koja Cesto nije moguce generalizirati. Ta zbrka nase rezultate obi¢no ¢ini neuspjeSnima.

Kljucne rijeci: znanstvene metode, empirijska pitanja, analiticki elementi, zamjena analitickog i empiri-
jskog u pedagogiji.

Summary

A FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCHES:
CONFUSING THE ANALYTIC WITH THE EMPIRICAL

Kieren Egan
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada
Faculty of Education

Herbert Spencer, writing inthe 1850s, suggested that the application of the methods of science toeducational
phenomena would enable education to progress as have otherareas where the methods of science have been
brought into play. Manyargue that the complexity of educational phenomena prevent our beingable to achieve
equivalent success to that of, say, physics. In thisarticle another reason is given; that in framing educational re-
searchquestions we very often confuse analytic elements-which do notrequire research and which guarantee posi-
tive results-with genuinelyempirical issues—which are commonly not generalizable. The confusionmakes our results
commonly fruitless.
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