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HISTORICAL REVIEW

This first historical review is dedicated to the memory
of the famous Croatian medical historian, Professor Mirko
Drazen Grmek, who passed away in Paris on March 6,
2000. Professor Grmek graduated from the School of
Medicine in 1951 and as early as the next year he headed
the Medicine History Department of the Institute of
Medical Research in Zagreb. He was the first Croatian
physician with Ph.D. in the history of medicine. He de-
fended his doctoral dissertation in 1958 in Zagreb. In 1971,
he was awarded his doctor’s degree in philosophy at
Sorbonne in Paris, and in 1987 in classical philology and
humanities in Lausanne. Professor Grmek wrote about
twenty books, many of them internationally recognized. He
was editor of the Croatian Medical Bibliography, Medical
Encyclopedia, Lije¢nicki vjesnik, Archives internationales
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d’Histoire des Sciences, and History and Philosophy of the
Life Sciences.

As a renowned historian of medicine and biological
sciences in Croatia and in his second homeland, France, as
well as in the world, he was honorary member of many
academies, decorated with the French Legion of Honor
order, etc.

Looking at his vast and highly valuable opus of writ-
ings, we have to cite a part of his text dedicated to the fa-
mous historian of medicine, Henry E. Sigerist: “It is quite
embarrassing that all that powerful, impulsive will has van-
ished with the inevitability of death, and that such rich
knowledge and experience, painstakingly collected over
decades, have been simply wiped off and irretrievably lost”
(Lije¢nicki vjesnik 1957;79:438-40).
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Fig. 1. The letter of prof. dr. Teodor Wickerhauser to the bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer in 1890.
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Fig. 2. The letter of the bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer send fo
prof- dr. Teodor Wickerhauser in 1890.
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So, for decades Professor Grmek collected numerous
data on the Croatian medicine and Croatian physicians.
Having explored the correspondence of Josip Juraj Stros-
smayer, Grmek found that Strossmayer had communicated
in writing with one of the greatest physicians of our hos-
pital, Professor Teodor Wickerhauser, who founded Sur-
gical Department of the Hospital in 1890. As Professor
Grmek says: “Under his leadership, a special ‘school of sur-
gery, the main seed-plot of the surgical knowledge in
Croatia in the era before the foundation of the School of
Medicine, was established”. His followers Ma ek, Durst,
Bla kovi¢, Hithn and Florschutz were founders of the sur-
gical specialties in Croatia.

In 1819, Professor Teodor Wickerhauser was appoin-
ted the first professor of the School of Medicine, along with
his students, Professor Miroslav Cackovié¢ and Professor
Dragutin Ma ek. Original letters have been kept at the Ar-
chives of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts.
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