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APHASIA - LET US SPEAK AGAIN
(AFAZIJA - PROGOVORIMO PONOVNO,
by Zvjezdana Macek-Trifunovié and Suzana Jel¢ié-
Jaksié. 2" amended edition; FoMa, Zagreb, 2006;
152 pages.

ISBN: 953-6878-13-5

It is estimated that approximately one-third of stroke
patients have a mild or no neurological deficit, one-third
suffer from a severe neurological deficit, and one-third
die from stroke sequels. Although stroke is the leading
cause of disability in modern society, its consequences
can be alleviated or even eliminated in case of mild stroke.
The patient’s family and his social environment are fre-
quently embarrassed by the new situation and they want
to establish contact with the affected individual.

In their daily work, speech therapists have little tex-
tual and pictorial material available for work with adults,
especially those faced with a reduced ability of commu-

nication due to some cerebrovascular disease. There-
fore, there is constant need of quality textual material
as an aid to speech therapist’s work with patients suf-
fering from speech disturbances.

This is the second, amended edition of the speech
therapy handbook, which has been printed after the first
edition had been very well accepted, in order to fill the
gap in the respective literature available on the market.
The first edition of the book received the Silver Oil-
Lamp award for promotion of health and health educa-
tion, by Andrija étampar School of Public Health, School
of Medicine, University of Zagreb, and Institute of
Health Technology.

The book has six chapters, each of them dealing with
a specific field of speech-language communication, with
tasks graded from simple toward complex ones. In the
introduction, the causes and classification of aphasia are
discussed. In chapter 1, understanding simple and com-
plex activities and abstract notions, and orientation all
over one’s own body, on the paper, in time and in space
are presented. Chapter 2 is related to speech, e.g., stim-
ulating utterance and articulation, speech memorizing
and spontaneous speech. Third chapter is dedicated to
language in speech, e.g., analysis and synthesis of word
and sentence, syntax and grammar, vocabulary enrich-
ment, and use of speech. Chapter 4 deals with writing
exercises, including fine manual motoricity exercises,
tracing, transcribing, dictation exercise and spontane-
ous writing. Chapter 5 is related to reading, e.g., letter
recognizing, global reading, and text understanding.
Sixth chapter deals with calculation exercises. The book
ends with a literary appendix, i.e. texts that are inter-
esting in contents and acceptable in style to aphasic
patients, therefore being recommended for work with
individuals suffering from a mild form of aphasia.

When the speech therapist has established the type
and grade of speech-language communication deficit, the
recommended tasks from the handbook can be used.
The tasks are set to be responded by mimic, gesture,
movement, word or full sentence, depending on the
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particular patient’s communication abilities. The pa-
tient’s educational level and occupation should be tak-
en in consideration on performing the reading, writing
and calculation exercises.

The authors have invested great efforts in preparing
this book as the second edition of the first Croatian hand-
book in speech therapy. It should be noted that the hand-
book has been designed and published to facilitate re-
habilitation to all people affected with aphasia who need
professional help. The book is primarily intended for

EUROPEAN HANDBOOK OF
NEUROLOGICAL MANAGEMENT -
OFFICIAL EFNS GUIDELINES,

by Richard Hughes, Michael Brainin and Nils Erik
Gilhus, editors; 1% edition, Blackwell Publishing
Ltd., Oxford, United Kingdom, 2006; 623 pages
ISBIN-13: 978-1-4051-3050-9

ISBN-10: 1-4051-3050-4

In recent time, evidence based medicine (EBM) is
considered a conditio sine qua non in medical practice
worldwide. EBM is looked upon as a new paradigm, re-
placing the traditional medical paradigm, which was
based on authority. It can be said that EBM applies the
scientific method to medical practice. EBM is the con-
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speech therapists, however, physicians, psychologists,
educators, physiotherapists, family members of aphasic
patients, and aphasic patients depending on individual
abilities may find it highly useful. For all these reasons,
there is no doubt that this second edition of the book
will also be widely accepted like the first one, as an aid
to speech therapists and other professionals in their daily
work with patients suffering from speech problems.

Jelena Bosnjak

scientious, explicit and judicious use of current best
evidence in making decisions between various meth-
ods of treatment in care of individual patients. EBM is
dependent on the use of results of randomized control-
led trials, as well as systematic reviews and meta-analy-
sis of a series of trials, although it is not restricted only
to these.

There is also an emphasis on the dissemination of
EMB information, so that the evidence can reach clini-
cal practice. The European Federation of Neurological
Societies (EFNS) has recognized the demands for the
development of European standards for the management
and treatment of neurological diseases, and has since
1997 published numerous guidelines. The aim of these,
and any other guidelines is to provide guidance for clin-
ical neurologists, other health care professionals and
health care providers about important aspects of the
management of neurological diseases.

"This handbook represents the peer-reviewed guide-
lines for the treatment and management of neurologi-
cal diseases, based wherever possible on evidence and
where not on consensus of a range of experts drawn from
different European countries.

However, often the evidence on which to base recom-
mendations has been inadequate and task forces have
necessarily to make up their minds on the basis of limit-
ed evidence. The handbook therefore goes beyond the
evidence based guidelines preferred by some authorities
and extends to offering advice in evidence-free areas.

Each chapter is based on the consensus of neurolo-
gists from several different European centers. The au-
thors were also linked up with other European organiza-
tions (e.g., European Stroke Initiative, The Movement
Disorder Society — European Section, European Amyo-
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trophic Lateral Sclerosis Consortium, International Pe-
ripheral Nerve Society, etc.).

This handbook consists of 623 pages, with about 80
tables and 20 figures included. It is divided into eight
chapters: 1 — Introduction, 2 — Investigation, 3 — Major
Neurological Diseases, 4 — Neuromuscular Diseases, 5
— Infections, 6 — Neurological Problems, 7 — Sleep Dis-
orders, and 8 — Rehabilitation.

The Investigation chapter includes guidelines for
cerebrospinal fluid analysis, imaging, diagnostic antibod-
ies and skin biopsy. The Major Neurological Diseases
chapter includes guidelines for stroke, migraine, Parkin-
son’s disease, dystonia, mild traumatic brain injury and
Alzheimer’s disease. The Neuromuscular Diseases chap-
ter includes guidelines for motor neuron disease, inflam-
matory neuropathy, limb girdle muscular dystrophy and
myasthenia gravis. The authors have decided to leave
guidelines for diabetic and other neuropathies and my-
opathies for future editions. The Infections chapter cov-
ers HIV infections and encephalitis but not meningitis.
Specific neurological problems include the treatment
of neuropathic pain, acute relapses of multiple sclerosis
and status epilepticus, alcohol related seizures, brain
metastases, parancoplastic syndromes, nystagmus and
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oscillopsia, orthostatic hypotension, cerebral venous and
sinus thrombosis, cerebral vasculitis, neurological prob-
lems in liver transplantation, and fatty acid and mito-
chondrial disorders. There are three guidelines on sleep
disorders: narcolepsy, sleep disorders in neurological dis-
ease, and restless legs syndrome and periodic limb move-
ment disorder. The handbook concludes appropriately
with a section on cognitive rehabilitation.

"This handbook provides valuable information about
treatment of various neurological disorders in accordance
with the best EBM practice. Collecting all EFNS guide-
lines in one handbook provides readers with an invalua-
ble EBM tool, and enables dissemination of EBM prin-
ciples in the field of clinical neurology. However, this
handbook also illustrates the need of more and better
research in clinical neurology. Well-controlled studies
with sufficient quality, size and follow up time are need-
ed for many drug and non-drug treatments and proce-
dures currently used in everyday neurology. We hope that
this handbook, besides providing readers with guidelines
for treatment of many neurological disorders, will also
encourage readers to provide results from high quality
clinical trials that will enable current improvement of
present guidelines.

ZLlatko Trkanjec
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Kronicne rane

urednice: Mirna Situm i Antica Soldo-Beli¢

NAKLADA SLAP
KLINICKA BOLNICA "SESTRE MILOSRDNICE"

CHRONIC WOUNDS TEXTBOOK
(KRONICNE RANE) by Mirna Situm and
Antica Soldo-Belié, editors; Naklada Slap-Sestre
milosrdnice University Hospital, Zagreb, 2006;
226 pages

ISBN 978-953-191-340-9

While preparing the Chronic Wounds Scientific Sym-
posium, members of the Organizing Committee recog-
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nized the need to publish a textbook that would deal
with the complex area of chronic wounds in a scientific
and professional way. The aim of this textbook was to
encompass modern concepts on the etiology of chronic
wounds and to give an overview of the most commonly
used therapies and promising new treatment modali-
ties. The textbook consists of 25 chapters, covering every
aspect of the most common types of chronic wounds,
from pathophysiological processes and different treat-
ment methods through differential diagnosis and psy-
chological issues in the field. Each chapter has been
written by an expert in the specific sub-field, which
makes this textbook a complete review of the current
theoretical and clinical state-of-the-art about chronic
wounds.

Chronic wounds are an important health problem,
with a significant psychological, social and economic
burden. Physicians of different specializations deal with
chronic wounds in their everyday practice. Constant
progress in research in the field results in the develop-
ment of new theories and treatment modalities, which
makes the choice of appropriate treatment sometimes
hard and confusing. To the best of our knowledge, text-
books in the field are rare. We do hope therefore that
this one will give valuable contribution to the under-
standing of the etiology of chronic wounds, help physi-
cians make therapeutic decisions, and finally help re-
duce the patients’ pain and suffering.

Maja Vurnek
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Tenth Congress of the European Federation of
Neurological Societies

Glasgow, United Kingdom, September 2-5, 2006

The Tenth Congress of the European Federation of
Neurological Societies (EFNS) took place in Scottish
Exhibition and Conference Centre in Glasgow, UK, Sep-
tember 2-5, 2006. EFNS Congresses are held yearly in a
European city with the purpose of presenting advantag-
es in scientific research and furthering collaboration
between neurologists across Europe. The scientific pro-
gram was complemented by a social program to ensure a
memorable experience for all the participants. About
4500 participants attended and participated in the work
of this Congress.

The Congress comprised of the following: main top-
ics, short communications, satellite symposia, special
sessions, focused workshop, tournament for young neu-
rologists, teaching courses, scientist panel sessions, and
business meetings. The main topics of the Congress
were: stroke prevention, update on migraine mecha-
nisms and treatment, epilepsy and genetics, mononeu-
ropathies — clinical findings and ancillary examinations,
movement disorders, inflammatory myopathies, gait dis-
orders of the elderly, infections, and brain tumors.

The Congress started with the opening ceremony,
with the welcoming words by the EFNS president and
special lecture by Professor Graham Teasdale entitled

Glasgow Coma Scale, followed by performance of the
Strathclyde Police Pipe Band and Welcome reception at
the Glasgow Science Centre. A special farewell party
was organized on the last evening of the Congress at
The Transport Museum and Kelvingrove Art Gallery and
Museum.

Glasgow is a city with European feel, as Scottish peo-
ple would say: “You have to remind yourself you are in
Scotland”. Charles Rennie Macintosh, a famous archi-
tect, designer and artist who designed a number of pub-
lic buildings and private houses between 1890 and 1912,
made the “Glasgow style”. His massive influence can
be seen all over the city. His masterpiece is Glasgow
School of Art, one of the most important buildings of
the Modern movement in Europe. The city’s surround-
ing countryside offers beautiful highland landscapes.

Croatia was represented by more than 30 participants
with more than 30 posters presented in poster sessions,
15 of them from the University Department of Neurol-
ogy, Sestre milosrdnice University Hospital in Zagreb.
Professor Vida Demarin presented a very interesting lec-
ture Hormone Therapy and the Risk of Stroke at the
focused Stroke in Women workshop, chaired by Profes-
sor Anna Czlonkowska and Professor Vida Demarin. In
the History of Neurology session, Tomislav Breitenfeld,
MD, presented a lecture Mozart’s Neurological Disor-
ders —on the 250" Anniversary of His Death, which at-
tracted considerable audience.

Jelena Bosnjak
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The 50" General Conference of the
International Atomic Energy Agency

Vienna, Austria, September 18-20, 2006

The 50" General Conference of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) was held in Vienna on
September 18-20, 2006. The Conference gathered all
IAEA member countries, 140 in total, along with repre-
sentatives of various United Nations (UN) organizations
and other international governmental and non-govern-
mental organizations, 35 in total, engaged in nuclear
energy related activities. The main role of TAEA is to
contribute to the safe use of nuclear energy for peace-
time purposes, through the development of technology,
science and economy all over the world. This jubilee,
fiftieth conference was at the same time elective for
the Council of Governors, the IAEA supreme managing
body that determines the activities and programs to be
implemented as well as the distribution of IAEA budg-
et of some 280 million EUR for 2006. Eighteen mem-
bers of the Croatian delegation, headed by Ms. Kolinda
Grabar-Kitarovi¢, Foreign Minister, took part in the work
of the Conference. This year, a Croatian representative,
Mr. Mario Horvatié, was elected member of the Coun-
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cil of Governors for the first time.

During the session held on September 20, 2006, Ana
Maria Cetto, IAEA Deputy Director General (Moham-
ed El Baradei), organized an exclusive reception for the
narrower delegation of Croatian representatives. Acad-
emician Zvonko Kusié, secretary of the Department of
Medical Sciences, Croatian Academy of Science and Arts,
member of the narrower delegation, presented new,
projects in the field of medicine, within the frame of
collaboration between Croatia and IAEA, that have re-
ceived excellent reviews. The reception was attended
by Vladimir Matek, Croatian ambassador to [AEA; Mat-
ijaz Prah, Director, National Agency for Nuclear Safety;
Mario Horvati¢, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and
European Integration; Branko Zebi¢, Consul General at
UN Mission in Vienna; Dragan Kubelka, Director, Na-
tional Institute of Radiation Protection; and Nevenka
Novosel, Assistant Director, National Agency of Nucle-
ar Safety. The most significant project in the field of
medicine in Croatia for the 2007-2010 period is the one
entitled Introduction of Positron Emission Tomography
(PET) in Croatia, a joint venture to be carried out by
University Department of Oncology and Nuclear Med-
icine, Sestre milosrdnice University Hospital and Uni-
versity Hospital for Tumors from Zagreb, which has been
approved by TAEA and passed the first three steps of
evaluation phases, while the final step of the detailed
project plan approval has just been under way. On that
occasion, academician Kusi¢ noted the long-standing
successful collaboration and expressed due appreciation
of the IAEA support for joint projects in the introduc-
tion of modern technologies in the field of nuclear med-
icine and radiotherapy. Since Ms. Cetto also holds the
position of Director of IEAE Department of Technical
Cooperation, which issues approvals and collaborates di-
rectly in the implementation of new projects, this meet-
ing was of utmost importance for the promotion of the
Croatian medicine and science as well as for the verifi-
cation of further collaboration.

Antonija Balenovié
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First Scientific Symposium of the Croatian
Thyroid Society — Rational Diagnosis of
Thyroid Diseases

Zagreb, Croatia, June 29, 2006

The First Scientific Symposium on the Rational Di-
agnosis of Thyroid Diseases, organized by the Croatian
Thyroid Society and Croatian Academy of Science and
Arts, was held on June 29, 2006 at the Croatian Acade-
my of Science and Arts Hall. The Symposium was ded-
icated to the development of algorithms for rational di-
agnosis of thyroid diseases.

The Symposium was attended by 90 participants of
various medical specialties in the fields of nuclear med-
icine, internal medicine — endocrinology, EN'T; oncolo-
gy, pediatrics, pathology, cytology, dermatology and ve-
nereology, molecular biology, medical biochemistry, and
public health from all over Croatia. Thus, the meeting
fulfilled one of the Society’s goals of gathering profes-
sionals from the whole country who are dealing with var-
ious aspects of the diagnosis, management, follow up
and research of thyroid diseases.

The Symposium Presidency consisted of renowned
Croatian experts: academician Zvonko Kusié, President
of the Croatian Thyroid Society and President of the
Symposium Organizing Committee; Professor Miljenko
Solter, MD, PhD, Head, Department of Endocrinology,
Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases, Sestre milosrdnice
University Hospital; Professor Damir Dodig, MD, PhD,
Head, University Department of Nuclear Medicine and
Radiation Protection, Zagreb University Hospital Cent-
er; and Assist. Professor Drago Prgomet, MD, PhD,
Head, University Department of EN'T] Zagreb Univer-
sity Hospital Center.

The Symposium was attended by many other dis-
tinguished persons, academicians, presidents of related
societies of the Croatian Medical Association, high-rank-
ing officials in the fields of health care and science.
Among others, the audience was addressed by Head
Doctor Hrvoje Sobat, President of the Croatian Medical
Association, describing the Croatian Thyroid Society as
the youngest and most active society of the Association.

In his introductory lecture, academician Kusi¢ em-
phasized that thyroid diseases were among the most
common disorders in humans, women in particular, fre-
quently influencing other organ systems. Thyroid nodes
are present in some 50%, occult thyroid carcinoma in
10%-20%, and impaired thyroid function in 2%-10% of
individuals. Patient management is characterized by a
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multidisciplinary approach, with an array of procedures
indicated by physicians of various specialties used for
diagnostic purpose. Yet, there are a number of contra-
dictory opinions in the diagnosis of thyroid diseases, e.g.,
indication of ultrasound guided cytologic biopsy, unnec-
essary determination of too many hormones, or uncriti-
cal use of ultrasonography. The development of science
and technology has enabled detection of subclinical
(asymptomatic) forms of the disease, where consensus
about the need of treatment (or even determination)
has not yet been reached. Health care system is fre-
quently and unnecessarily burdened merely due to un-
economical approach, thus posing the need of scientifi-
cally and professionally based guidelines and algorithms
that would facilitate the work and ensure faster and more
accurate diagnosis of thyroid diseases, and consequent-
ly optimal patient care.

After the lectures, academician Zvonko Kusi¢ pre-
sented the proposal of guidelines for the rational diag-
nosis of the most common thyroid diseases and impair-
ments, on behalf of the Working Group consisting of a
number of renowned experts in the field of thyroid gland:
Zvonko Kusi¢, Miljenko Solter, Damir Dodig, Danijel
Dosen, Zdenka Bencc-Zigman, Mladen Belicza, Hrvoje
Cupié, Boris Bonefaci¢, Velimir Bozikov, Maja France-
schi, Mira Halbauer, Ivan Karner, Anka KneZevié-Obad,
Mirko Korsié, Ljerka Lukinac, Neven Matesa, Ivan Mi-
haljevi¢, Marijan Petek, Vlado Petric, Drago Prgomet,
Ante Punda, Sanja Roncevi¢, Vladimir Sarnavka, Juraj
Smoje, Aleksandar Smokvina, Ante Stanici¢, Franjo
Skreb, Hrvojka Tomic¢-Brzac, Milan Vrkljan and Josip
Zmire.

Algorithms were presented for the rational diagno-
sis of thyrotoxicosis, hypothyroidism, goiter, thyroid
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nodes, thyroid disease in pregnancy and congenital hy-
pothyroidism, as well as for screening for thyroid diseas-
es of pregnant women and women aged over 50. These
algorithms are published on the Society web site (http:/
[www.kbsm.hr/hdzs/), allowing the readers to respond
with well-argumented criticism and suggestions relat-
ed to the algorithms proposed. The algorithms have also
appeared in the newsletter of the Croatian Thyroid So-

Scientific Symposium on Chronic Wounds
with International Participation

Zagreb, Croatia, November 24, 2006

The Scientific Symposium on Chronic Wounds was
held on November 24, 2006, at Sestre milosrdnice Uni-
versity Hospital in Zagreb. The Symposium was organ-
ized by University Department of Dermatology and Ve-
nereology, and University Department of Surgery, un-
der the auspices of Sestre milosrdnice University Hos-
pital, Croatian Medical Association and Croatian Socie-
ty of Phlebology.

The field of chronic wounds is less attractive but
one of the most important and both psychosocially and
economically demanding medical issues. Nonhealing
chronic wounds are a challenge to the patient, the health
care professional, and the health care system. They sig-
nificantly impair the quality of life for millions of peo-
ple around the world. Intensive treatment is required,
imposing an enormous burden on the society in terms
of lost productivity and health care funds. Therefore,
studies of the chronic wound healing are of paramount
importance.

The Symposium was opened by Professor Mirna
Situm, president of the Organizing Committee and head
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ciety, No. 2, the whole issue being dedicated to this
important symposium.

The final, consensus version of the algorithms will
be adopted in the near future and published on the So-
ciety web site as well as in Lije¢nicki vjesnik, Croatian
"Thyroid Society newsletter, and as a separate booklet.

Jure Murgi¢

of the University Department of Dermatology and Ve-
nereology; Professor Mihael Skerlev, president of the
Croatian Society of Dermatology; and Mario Zovak, MD,
representative of the Sestre milosrdnice University
Hospital management. Among honorable guests of the
Symposium there were academician Zvonko Kusic and
Head Doctor Jasna Lesié, president of the Croatian So-
ciety of Phlebology.

The aim of this Syposium was to present modern
concepts on the etiology of chronic wounds and to give
an overview of the current treatment options. Symposi-
um lectures covered a wide spectrum of topics, from
definitions of chronic wounds to novel treatment mo-
dalities, and were delivered by renowned experts in the
field from Croatia and abroad. The meeting attracted a
great number of specialists from different fields: der-
matologists, surgeons, family physicians and microbiol-
ogists, all of whom showed great interest in the field
and attended all lectures until the very end.

At the end of the Symposium, the organizers pre-
sented a textbook entitled Chronic Wounds, as the re-
sult of the Symposium. The presentation was attended
by the publishers and authors of the textbook, ending
with a nice cocktail party where all the participants
shared their impressions of the day.

Maja Vurnek
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HISTORICAL REVIEW

Professor Jozo Budak, MD,
PhD (April 6, 1902 — April 26,
1966) died forty years ago. He
was the first Croatian special-
ist in physical medicine and
rehabilitation. Professor Budak
studied medicine in Graz, and
earned his specialization in
Vienna, Bad-Homburg, Frank-
furt, Wiesbaden and Paris.

Having completed his medical studies, he came to
our Hospital to volunteer at Department of Medicine
at the beginning of the 1930s. Upon completing his res-
idency at our Hospital, then in Germany and France, he
returned to the Hospital to become the first specialist
in physical therapy, balneology and climatology, then the
name of this specialty, in 1939. He headed Division of
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at Department of
Medicine. As early as 1941, he managed to turn the Di-
vision into the independent Department of Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation. During World War II, he
was appointed lecturer at Zagreb School of Medicine
and head of Department. He was thrown in jail for col-
laboration with the liberation movement, preventing him
to deliver his university lectures. After the war, over some
two decades, he developed rich and fruitful profession-
al, scientific and organizational activities as the first
genuine expert not only in Croatia but in the whole then
Yugoslavia. Therefore, he was invited by the Montene-
gro Republic government to establish the Igalo resort.
He used to travel abroad to acquire new experiences
and ideas through study visits, conventions and congress-
es. He was very enthusiastic in adopting the great and
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substantial concepts by Howard Rusk, the famous “fa-
ther of rehabilitation medicine”, who held Professor
Budak in high esteem, naming him one of the great lead-
ers in rehabilitation worldwide'.

In 1947, Professor Budak had established the first
school of physical medicine, which was expanded with
the addition of the department of work therapists and
medical electronics specialists in 1957. In 1958, Profes-
sor Budak established the first Department of Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation in Croatia, which he head-
ed for life.

He was the first head of the then federative, i.e. Yu-
goslav Section for Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons,
and head or member of many other boards dealing with
the issues related to the disabled. He was continuously
engaged in upgrading the rehabilitation of the disabled,
advocating research studies of mental and physical
health. In line with this, he founded the society enti-
tled Long Active Life.

From 1948 until 1954, he published a number of ex-
perimental studies on the treatment of rheumatism,
biology of disability, and on the use of electronics in
physical medicine in particular. He founded the first
electronic study room at Department of Physical Medi-
cine and Rehabilitation laboratory. He departed this life
too early, having bequeathed his profession and society
with the first true works in the field of physical medi-
cine and rehabilitation in Croatia.

Tanja Susec
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INTERNET GUIDANCE

It is always a pleasure to present a Croatian portal that is easy and simple to use by all our
users. This time, this applies to the HRCAK portal of scientific journals published in the
Republic of Croatia. The creation of this portal was initiated by the Croatian Informatics and
Documentation Society, and has been implemented in collaboration with SRCE University
Computer Center and Ruder Boskovi¢ Institute Library. In 2005, the project received finan-
cial support from the Ministry of Science. The main task of the project is to offer free access to
all Croatian scientific and professional journals. The search is simple, according to author or
field of science. HRCAK offers a free tool and help to all journal editorial boards to send their
journal applications, thus increasing their impact and visibility. For the time being, 110 jour-
nals can be searched. Additional information on the portal can be found at:

http://hrcak.srce.hr

We have already presented the medlineplus.gov web sites of the National Library of Med-
icine from the United States (Acta Clin Croat 2000;39:197). Seven years ago, it provided an
excellent basis for both professionals and nonprofessionals. These web sites were so designed
to offer all necessary data for nonprofessionals, led by the motto that “good information is the
best medicine”. The medlineplus web sites have been constantly upgrading, and are current-
ly cited and highly ranked in many renowned journals. The extensive sites on various diseases
offer the patients all the information available on a particular disease. For example, diabetes
mellitus is comprehensively presented through a journal, NTH MedlinePlus Magazine, which
is available in both printed and online forms, with a series of high-quality papers on diabetes
mellitus on its pages as well as through multimedia products of their Patient Education Insti-
tute producing interactive multimedia software for patient education.

http://medlineplus.nlm.nih.gov/medline-plus/diabetes.htm

REMEMBER, OUR WEB ADDRESS IS:
Hrttp://www.acta-clinica.kbsm.hr

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEB PAGE?
IF NOT YET, PLEASE, DO IT TODAY.

HAVING ANY COMMENTS ABOUT THE JOURNAL?
SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS:
editor(@acta.kbsm.hr
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