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This review sheds light on the ideological matrix in the 
school system studied in the Prekodravlje area in relation 
to the socio-political system within the state frameworks 
of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia, the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) and 
the Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRJ). 

The ideological matrix is reflected in the records of ele-
mentary school chroniclers; the ordinances, language, ce-
lebration of public holidays, and the spirit of the records 
related to crucial events in the life of the community and/
or the royal house. The record analysis showed an ide-
ological thread running through socio-political systems 
in education, which differed according to the zeitgeist 
and worldview of the period to which they belonged. An 
attempt was made in the article to shed some light on the 
possibility of multiple-level interpretation of the records. 
The imposition and fostering of the governing system’s 
ideological matrix in the educational system as the con-
stituent element of society can be observed in all state 
frameworks. This is demonstrated by the uncritical ce-
lebration and extolment of rulers and leaders, as well as 
dates connected to their life and death. Not only the po-
litical system, but also the imposed ideological matrix is 
reflected in the celebration of national holidays. The latter 
can be best observed in the imposition of an external ide-
ologized history, as well as foreign utterances and script 
(Cyrillic) not in the spirit of the Croatian language. The 
extirpation of the Christian worldview and the imposition 
of a materialistic one was the leitmotif of the socialist 
education system. The purpose of the imposed ideological 
matrixes in the Austro-Hungarian and Yugoslavian state 
frameworks was to maintain a multinational community, 
in which efforts were made to assimilate, transform and 
eradicate the being of the Croatian people.
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