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In the river Sava, near the village of Donja Varo{ not far from Stara Gradi{ka, an
unusually well-preserved helmet was found of east-Celtic or Novo Mesto type. It con-
sists of an iron calotte to which protective bronze forehead and neck guards were at-
tached with iron rivets. A moulded bronze reinforcement runs along the middle of the
calotte, ending in representations of human masks and triskels. Bronze cheek pieces
decorated with a water bird and rivets hang from the sides of the forehead guard. The
forehead and neck guards also have rivets with cross-shaped incisions and traces of
red enamel. The helmet is assumed to have been a sacrificial offering. It is dated to
the Late La Tène culture and was probably made in a workshop in upper Sava valley
or Dolenjska in the area inhabited by the Mokronog group of the Tauriscs.

Celtic protective military equipment includes shields, whose metal parts (umbo) are the most
common find in graves, immediately followed by helmets, of which a number of different types have
been discovered. Finds in graves, starting from the Early La Tène period, provide good insight into the
typological and chronological development of helmets. Until recently not a single Celtic helmet was
found in central Croatia on the area to which the La Tène culture spread.1 The main reason for this is
insufficient research, because numerous helmets were found on sites of the Mokronog group in neig-
hbouring Slovenia where the graves of important individuals contained iron and a few bronze helmets.
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1 An iron helmet with a reinforced calotte was disco-
vered in an Early La Tène warrior’s cremation grave in Ba-

tina in Baranja (VINSKI-GASPARINI 1959; SCHAAFF
1977; SCHAAFF 1988).



The neck guard from a Late La Tène bronze helmet found in the Sava river near Sesvete and the out-
standing, completely preserved helmet of the same type found in the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka suggest
that finds of this kind of Celtic armour can be expected in central Croatia as well, indicating the pre-
sence, in the Late Iron Age, of artefacts of the La Tène culture whose high level of development stron-
gly influenced the neighbouring autochthonous Pannonian ethnic communities which, we know from
Greek and Roman antique sources, inhabited central Posavina (Breucis and Oseriates).

The exceptionally good condition of the helmet found in the Sava river near Stara Gradi{ka
shows not only the appearance of east-Celtic helmets but also their constructive elements and the le-
vel of technological knowledge necessary to produce them. Moreover, its find context, when taken
together with other Late Iron-Age finds from that area, shows that central Posavina developed under
the influence of the south-east Alpine and west-Pannonian cultural region (Tauriscis), while the mo-
re easterly Brodska Posavina was oriented to the south-eastern Pannonian region (Scordiscis). Ne-
vertheless, more specific conclusions in this respect cannot be made without additional thorough
field research of the region to provide new material from closed units, both settlements and cemete-
ries, in order to provide a more accurate knowledge of cultural, ethnic and chronological develop-
ment in Posavina in the Late Iron Age.

DESCRIPTION OF SITE AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF FIND
In 2003, when the water level of the river Sava was unusually low, an exceptionally well-pre-

served helmet was accidentally found in the shallow water not far from the village of Donja Varo{ near
Stara Gradi{ka. It was immediately perceived to belong to the La Tène culture. The place where it was
found may possibly once have been a river crossing (Map 1). At the beginning of 2004 Museum in
Nova Gradi{ka bought the helmet and sent it to the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb for conserva-
tion and restoration. This was carried out by Damir Dora~i}, head of the conservation workshop.2
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Map 1 – Site of a helmet

Karta 1 – Mjesto nalaza kacige

2 The method of conservation and restoration and the
information that it provided are described in this number of

Vjesnik by Damir Dora~i}, who also took the photographs
of the helmet. The drawings are by Miljenka Gali}



DESCRIPTION OF HELMET3

Its shape and constructive elements show that the helmet found in the Sava near Stara Gra-
di{ka is an east-Celtic, Late La Tène helmet of the Novo Mesto type. It is composed of 16 constructi-
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3 Dimensions of helmet: length: 32.5 cm; height with
cheek pieces: 26.0 cm; width of calotte: 17.4 cm; width of
forehead guard: 23.3 cm; width of neck guard: 25.6 cm;

length of cheek piece: 11.5 cm; width of cheek piece: 8.0
cm; diameter of bronze rivets: 1 cm; dimensions of human
masks: 2.2x1.8 cm; diameter of triskel: 1.6 cm.

Fig. 1 – Helmet, left

Slika 1 – Lijeva strana kacige

Fig. 2 – Helmet, right

Slika 2 – Desna strana kacige



ve units joined together by riveting and soldering (Figs. 1–8). The calotte is a smooth iron hemis-
phere circled at the bottom with three narrow ribs with grooves that conceal, from the outside, the
join with the forehead and neck guards. The calotte was forged, as evidenced by the double layer of
sheet iron that gave it additional strength. On the inside of the calotte small iron rivets secure the fo-
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Fig. 4 – Helmet, back

Slika 4 – Stra`nja strana kacige

Fig. 3 – Helmet, front

Slika 3 – Prednja strana kacige
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Fig. 5 – Human mask on the front side of
the helmet; Slika 5 – Ljudska maska s prednje

Fig. 6 – Human mask on the back side of
the helmet; Slika 6 – Ljudska maska sa

Fig. 7 – Drawings of the helmet
from the right and the front

Slika 7 – Crte`i kacige s
desne i prednje strane



rehead and neck guards which are at the join additionally strengthened by a wide jutting rib with two
narrow grooves. The forehead and neck guards are soldered to one another on the inside, in the pla-
ces the where they come into contact at the sides of the helmet. At the top of the forehead guard is
another sharply jutting rib (Figs. 3–4). A crescent-shaped step-like reinforcement is soldered to the
horizontal part of the forehead guard with seven rounded rivets with cross-like incisions (Figs. 1–3,
Fig. 8). All the bronze rivets on the helmet end in a spread nail, at its end divided into two halves,
which were then bent.

The wide sloping neck guard is decorated with four embossed M-motifs and eighteen rivets
(Fig. 4, Fig. 8). There is a top and bottom rivet between each of the M-shapes, one in each of the top
spaces defined by the Ms and one in each of the bottom spaces.

One of the rivets still has traces of red enamel. At the bottom of the neck guard is a loop that
served to hold a strap, secured with a bronze rivet. The neck guard of the helmet found in the Ljub-
ljanica has a similar loop (GU[TIN 1990: Fig. 1–2)
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Fig. 8 – Drawing of the helmet from the top; Slika 8 – Crte` kacige odozgo



The forehead and neck guards have a soldered edge reinforcement of U-section as protection
from their sharp rims. There is additional soldering at four points on the bottom sides of both guards.
Traces of damage and of original repair with tin-lead soldering can be seen in two places on the insi-
de of one of the cheek pieces and on the neck guard. The helmet of the same type from the Ljubljani-
ca shows traces of tinning or silvering. The join of the calotte with the guards was tinned and rein-
forced with a rib for greater strength (GU[TIN 1990: 121).

A bronze ribbed reinforcement runs along the middle of the calotte, consisting of a jutting
central rib flanked by two grooves and two smaller ridges (Figs. 3–4, Fig. 8). Tin-lead solder wit-
hout the use of any kind of rivet joins it to the calotte. At both ends the reinforcement has an embos-
sed human mask and under it two moulded circles with the triskel motif (Figs. 5–6). The hair on the
human head is indicated by vertical ribbing, under it are joined eyeforeheads that continue into a
triangular nose running between protruding almond-shaped eyes, a Late La Tène characteristic
(POLENZ 1974: 392). The mouth slants slightly to the left: only the ears are missing. The identical
masks and triskel at both ends of the ribbed reinforcement suggest that they had been hammered
from the same mould.

The bronze cheek pieces are almost rectangular with rounded corners and two points along
the front edge, one just below the half-point and the other at the very bottom. The cheek pieces hung
from the sides of the forehead guard from a five-part hinge with an iron shaft (Figs. 1–2, Fig. 7). Two
band-like links, each secured with a rivet, join the two lateral loops of the hinge to the bottom of the
forehead guard. The two end loops and the middle loop of the hinge are formed from the bent top of
the cheek piece, and on one of the cheek pieces the end loops are attached with tiny rivets. The cheek
pieces have reinforced edges and are decorated with a simplified illustration of a water bird with a
slightly curved neck, a long, pointed, straight beak and a hole in the place of the eye. Only one leg is
shown, ending in three claws, while the tail curves around a rivet. Each cheek piece has three rivets
on the outside with cross-like incisions, and on the inside a fixture for a strap, its ends soldered to the
cheek piece.

THE NOVO MESTO TYPE HELMET
The first discovery of a fragment of a Novo mesto type bronze helmet in central Croatia, a ne-

ck guard, was a chance find made during gravel excavation in the river Sava south of Sesvete
(SOKOL 2001: 17, Abb. 2). The neck guard was made of sheet metal with an embossed decoration
in the form of the letter M repeated four times, surrounded, like on the helmet from the Sava near
Stara Gradi{ka, by rivets that had originally been filled with red enamel. At the top of the neck gua-
rd, in the place where it was attached to the calotte, is a jutting horizontal rib and rivets that joined
the guard to the calotte of the helmet.

In type of decoration, the M-motif ornamented with rivets whose heads are divided in four
cross-hatched fields, the neck-guard fragment from the Sava near Sesvete corresponds with the ne-
ck guard of the Novo mesto type bronze helmet found in cremation grave 1 in the Ko{ak B plot in
Strmec near Bela cerkev. The forehead and neck guards of this helmet were preserved, connected at
the sides, and the cheek pieces that hung from the forehead guard; its hemispherical calotte was not
preserved but was subsequently reconstructed. There is a rib-like reinforcement at the top of the fo-
rehead guard, while the bottom part is horizontal. The top part of neck guard is also reinforced with a
rib and its bottom part slopes and is decorated with four embossed M-motifs with rivets above and
below. The forehead and neck guards and the cheek pieces are rimmed with a mounted reinforceme-
nt. The cheek pieces hung from the sides of the forehead guard from a five-part hinge, where the two
lateral loops of the hinge were fastened to the bottom of the forehead guard with two band-like attac-
hments, each of them secured with one rivet. The cheek pieces are decorated with a bird with a long
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pointed beak and with three rivets. The heads of the rivets have four cross-hatched fields, like the ri-
vets from Sesvete, and were filled with red enamel (STARE 1973: 25, T. 14, T. 73; SCHAAFF 1980:
402, Abb. 7,3; SCHAAFF 1988: 304, Abb. 23,3).

Besides the helmet, the grave also had a bent iron sword in a bronze scabbard with a perforated
decoration, a round umbo and a long curved knife with a bent blade. The grave was dated to the Mok-
ronog IIIb stage, i.e. to the second half of the 1st century BC (BO@I^ 1999: 211; BO@I^ 1999a: 159).

In addition to the bronze La Tène helmets of the Novo mesto type mentioned above, iron hel-
mets of the same type were found in somewhat larger numbers. One was discovered in the Late La
Tène warrior’s grave 169 from Beletov vrt in Novo mesto, which had many grave goods including
iron fragments of a helmet calotte that it was not possible to reconstruct and a cheek piece with the
figure of a wolf or a dog, its eye shown as a concentric circle. The cheek piece hung from a five-part
hinge. The figure of the animal on the cheek piece is surrounded with three rivets whose rounded
heads are decorated with an incised cross. The grave was dated to Lt D1, i.e. to the Mokronog IIIa
stage, and this helmet is considered the oldest Novo mesto type helmet found so far.4

Besides the helmets found in the river Sava near Sesvete and Stara Gradi{ka, another Novo
mesto type iron helmet was found in the water, in the river Ljubljanica. Only its cheek pieces are
missing. It consists of three parts, a smooth hemispherical calotte and a forehead and neck guard wi-
th edge reinforcements for protection from the sharp rim. Jutting ribs with parallel incised lines run
along the tops of the forehead and neck guards, in the places where they are joined to the calotte. The
V-shaped neck guard has a sloping position. Three rounded rivets have also been preserved, one on
each side securing the band-like attachment from which the cheek pieces hung, and the third holdi-
ng the fixture in the middle of the neck guard (GU[TIN 1990: 121, Figs. 1–2).

Two iron Novo mesto type helmets were found in Mihovo in cemetery Na hribcu with more
than 400 graves dating from Late Hallstatt to the second century AD (BO@I^ 1990: 79). One of
them was in grave 1656/58 that also contained a gladius and a spear. It has a row of rounded rivets
on the neck guard under the rib, and the cheek pieces hung from five-part hinges on the forehead
guard whose front horizontal part has a crescent-shaped step with rivets, similar to that on the hel-
met from the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka. The top of the forehead guard also has a jutting rib. The ed-
ges have a U-shaped reinforcement. On the cheek pieces are figure of a bird and three rivets decora-
ted with the cross-hatched propeller motif.5 The other helmet was in grave 1656/27, together with a
bent sword and a spear. It has a hemispherical calotte with riveted forehead and neck guards. A jutti-
ng rib reinforces the forehead and neck guards at the place where they are joined to the calotte.
Rounded cheek pieces, each with one large rivet, hung from the forehead guard. The neck guard is
sloping and decorated with a moulded curvilinear S-shaped decoration. The edges of the forehead
and neck guards have additional U-shaped reinforcements.6

An iron Novo mesto type helmet was also found in grave 5 in Idrija near Nova Ba~a on the
territory spread by the Idrija group. It has ribs at the place where the calotte is joined to the forehead
and neck guards, while the rounded cheek pieces hung from the sides of the forehead guard to which
they were attached with one rivet. The long neck guard is sloping, the forehead guard is short. From
its other finds the grave was dated to the end of phase IVa, i.e. to the mid-1st century BC (GU[TIN
1990: 124; 1991: 53–54, T. 8,1).
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4 SCHAAFF 1980: 402-403, Abb. 6, Abb. 7,1; 1988:
304, Abb. 23,1; BO@I^ 1987: 876-877, T. LXXXVIII,13;
KNEZ 1992: 60, T. 59,1-2; BO@I^ 1999: 210.

5 WINDL 1975: T. XXI,2; SCHAAFF
1977: 202; 1980: 402-403, Abb. 7,2, Abb. 8, T.
19,1; 1988: 304, Abb. 23,2; BO@I^ 1984: 82,

Fig. 38; GU[TIN 1990: 122, Fig. 3,3; BO@I^
1987: 876, Fig. 46,9; 1999b: 171.

6 VINSKI-GASPARINI 1959: T. III,16; WINDL 1975:
T. XV;15; SCHAAFF 1986: 830, Abb. 23,2; 1988: 304,
Abb. 20-22; BO@I^ 1999b: 171.



Besides in Slovenia and Croatia, Novo mesto type helmets were also found in distant sites,
from Poland to the Caspian Sea. A tripartite iron helmet was found in cremation grave 25 in Sie-
miechów (central Poland), used as an urn for the cremated bones of the deceased. The grave also had
a bent sword with an S-reinforcement (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 70, Abb. 10,3), a spear, an umbo, an
iron handle, the metal remains of a wooden bucket, a fibula, two knives, and in its top part fragments
of ceramic vessels characteristic of the Late La Tène period (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 62, Abb. 4–5).
On the basis of the iron fibula of the Kostrzewski M variant, the author dated the grave to the end of
Late La Tène, the very end of the 1st century BC, considering that the helmet belonged to a Roman
legionary (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 67, 73, Abb. 11,5). The helmet has a hemispherical calotte with
three small ribs at the bottom and a large one at the place where the calotte is joined to the forehead
and neck guards. The front of the forehead guard has a prominent rib. Two rivets join the neck and
forehead guards at the sides. The rounded cheek pieces have two rivets each. They hung from the si-
des of the forehead guard from a hinge attached with two rivets. On the inside there is a fixture for a
strap (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 67–68, Abb. 7–9). The helmet from the grave in Siemiechów is now
considered to be a variant of the tripartite east-Celtic helmet, clearly distinguishable from Roman
helmets which are all in one piece (SCHAAFF 1986: 833).

The fragments of a bronze cheek piece found in Alesia, decorated with an embossed S-motif,
are also connected with east-Celtic helmets. The cheek piece is made of thick sheet metal with a li-
near border along the bottom edge and traces of a tripartite hinge. On the inside is a fixture for a strap
(SIEVERS 2001: 141, Pl. 40,5).

Multipart helmets rather similar to the Novo mesto type of east-Celtic helmets were also found
in eastern Europe. In grave 3 of the tumulus on the Boiko-Ponura (Krasnodar) a tripartite iron hel-
met was found with a hemispherical calotte, a short forehead guard with ribs and a long and broad
neck guard placed almost at a 90 degrees angle, with a wide rib and under it two curving S-lines in
relief that touch in the middle in a rivet. Two masks are placed inside the fields formed by the curves
in the middle of the neck guard, and two more identical ones at the sides where the curved lines end,
the latter placed horizontally. The masks have moulded eyes, nose and mouth. On the almost rectan-
gular cheek pieces, which widen slightly and are rounded at the bottom, and which were suspended
from the forehead guard by tripartite hinges, are pictures of ox heads with prominent horns. Their
edges are reinforced in bronze, and a ring for a strap is riveted at the bottom. The forehead and neck
guards also have reinforced edges. In the middle of the calotte, above the forehead and neck guards,
there is a heart-shaped damaged area that may also have been a decoration. The grave was dated to
the 2nd–1st century BC (RAEV – SIMONENKO – TREISTER 1995: 468, 476–478, Fig. 10, T. 29;
SIMONENKO 2001: 259, Abb. 38,1). A similar helmet was found in tumulus II in Cugir (CRIªAN
1993: Pl. 11), dated to the end of the 2nd and the beginning of the 1st century BC. The grave also had a
Late La Tène sword in a scabbard, an umbo and a horse’s bit of the Thracian type. The calotte and
neck guard are in one piece, so it is not a Novo Mesto type helmet in construction. Only its rounded
cheek pieces, with one large and three small rivets, are similar to some cheek pieces on Novo mesto
type helmets (RUSTOIU 2002: 43, Fig. 26,1).

A find that most resembles Novo mesto type helmets found in Slovenia and Croatia comes
from Sarmatian Grave 1 in Ja{kul’ in Kalmykia. It is a subsequent inhumation in a tumulus in which
a silver neck guard from an east-Celtic type helmet was found in a niche to the east of the deceased.
The semi-oval neck guard has a bronze edge reinforcement, it is decorated with four M-motifs with
eighteen rivets above and below them, their heads divided in four cross-hatched fields like the rivets
from Sesvete and Bela cerkev. The guard was found together with horse gear and is assumed to have
been used as a horse’s chest decoration. Traces of additional work on it show that it was in use for a
long time. The grave was dated to the second half of the 1st century AD (OTCHIR-GORIAEVA
2002: 362–363, 370–372, Abb. 2,9, Abb. 8, Abb. 9,4).
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The finds from Ja{kul’ and Boiko-Ponura are seen as showing the eastern route of Celtic in-
fluence which, at the end of the 2nd and in the first half of the 1st century BC, led across the Balkans
and Carpathians to the north Black Sea area, right as far as the upper and middle Dnjepr. Other items
of the La Tène culture were also found in towns along the Black Sea and testify, besides to the exis-
tence of contacts, also to the settlement of some Celtic communities in that area (TREISTER 1993:
796–798).

Some constructive elements on the iron and bronze Late La Tène helmets of the Novo mesto
type described above indicate their possible origin, and also have a symbolical meanings.

In shape, the cheek pieces of the helmet found in the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka are closest to
the iron cheek pieces from grave 1656/58 in Mihovo and grave 169 in Beletov vrt, and all of them al-
so have three rivets each. The cheek piece from grave 169 in Novo mesto shows a dog or a wolf,
while the cheek piece from the grave in Mihovo also shows a bird with a long pointed beak and one
leg ending in three claws. The only difference is in the shape of the rivets, which have cross-like in-
cisions on the cheek pieces from Beletov vrt and the crossed-hatched propeller motif on the cheek
piece from Mihovo (SCHAAFF 1980: 402, Abb. 7,1–2; GU[TIN 1990: 122, Fig. 3,3). The figure of
a bird with a long pointed beak, one leg with three claws and a curved tail also appears on the bronze
cheek pieces from Vinji vrh (SCHAAFF 1980: 402, Abb. 7,3; GU[TIN 1990: 122, Fig. 3,2).

Novo mesto type helmets can also have rounded cheek pieces, as shown by finds in grave
1656/27 in Mihovo, grave 5 in Idrija and the grave in Siemiechow. The helmet found in the Ljublja-
nica may also have had rounded cheek pieces. This might show the influence of west-Celtic or Port
type helmets whose cheek pieces have this shape (SCHAAFF 1988: Abb. 1), in other words, that
they were made by a more westerly workshop of Novo mesto type helmets that could have been un-
der west-Celtic influence. There is also speculation that rounded cheek pieces on east-Celtic helme-
ts originated from Hellenistic or Italic helmets (SCHAAFF 1988: 302).

Rivets decorated with a cross were found on the helmet from the Sava, on that in grave 169 in
Beletov vrt and on the helmet in the Boiko-Ponura tumulus. On the other hand, the helmets from the
Sava near Sesvete, from Bela cerkev and from Ja{kul’ have rivets with a head divided in four cro-
ss-hatched fields filled with red enamel. These are considered characteristic of the Late La Tène pe-
riod north of the Alps, where they were singled out as Variant 1a. Variant 2b, represented by rivets
with the cross-hatched propeller motif, such as those found on the helmet in grave 1656/58 in Miho-
vo, was dated to the same time (BO@I^ 1993: 143: CHALLET 1992: 118–123, Fig. 76-var. 1a, Fig.
77-var. 2b).

The four M-motifs hammered from the inside on a sloping neck guard and surrounded by ri-
vets are similar on the helmets from Stara Gradi{ka, Sesvete, Bela cerkev and Ja{kul’, which places
them in the same group of Novo mesto type helmets and helps define their workshop origin and their
chronology.

SPREAD AND CHRONOLOGY OF NOVO MESTO TYPE HELMETS

Iron helmets that differed from earlier types of Celtic helmets were found in settlements and
cemeteries dating from the end of the 2nd and from the 1st century BC. Late La Tène helmets, usually
made of iron, share certain characteristic constructive solutions such as a hemispherical calotte wit-
hout crown reinforcements, except for the helmet from the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka, with cheek
guards attached with hinges at the sides. Considering their constructive elements, Late La Tène hel-
mets are divided in three groups: one-part helmets found in France and Switzerland, two-part hel-
mets composed of a calotte and or type Port neck guard found west and east of the Alps, and
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three-part helmets of the Novo mesto type composed of a calotte, a forehead guard and a neck guard,
found in east-Celtic regions (SCHAAFF 1986: 830–833, Abb. 24; SCHAAFF 1988: 302).

It was U. Schaaff who singled out Late La Tène helmets of the Novo mesto type when he
published grave 169 from Beletov vrt in Novo mesto, on the basis of the technological and typologi-
cal characteristics of the Mihovo helmet and the Novo mesto and Vinji vrh cheek pieces. The basic
feature of east-Celtic type helmets is that they are made of three parts – a hemispherical calotte and a
forehead and neck guard reinforced in the place where they are joined to the calotte with a jutting
rib, and with many rivets. The guards are riveted to the calotte, which the helmet from the Sava near
Stara Gradi{ka shows well, in this case with iron rivets. The edges of the forehead and neck guards
have a U-shaped reinforcement. Most east-Celtic helmets have cut-outs at the sides for the ears ac-
ross which the edge parts are secured from the inside by a join or soldering. The neck guard is deco-
rated with moulding and/or rivets. The cheek pieces are part of the helmet and are joined to it by two
flat attachments riveted at the sides of the forehead guard, on the inside. The cheek pieces hung from
a five-part hinge. Some cheek pieces are decorated with figures of animals, and they have up to three
rivets with decorated heads (SCHAAFF 1980: 403; 1988: 304, Abb. 20–22). Most of the helmets
are made entirely of iron. Exceptions are the forehead and neck guards and cheek pieces of the hel-
met from Bela cerkev, which are bronze (SCHAAFF 1988: 307, Abb. 23)7, the almost identical
fragment of a neck guard from the Sava near Sesvete, while the helmet from the Sava near Stara
Gradi{ka is made of two metals, a hemispherical iron calotte and bronze guards. Only the neck gua-
rd from Ja{kul’ is made of silver.

Unlike east-Celtic helmets, west-Celtic ones were made in one part with prominent mouldi-
ng at the bottom and a flanged neck guard. The bottom part is horizontally placed and decorated wi-
th rivets. The rounded cheek pieces hung at the sides and their tops were folded over to form the loo-
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Map 2 – Finds of Novo mesto type helmets

Karta 2 – Nalazi{ta kaciga tipa Novo Mesto

7 The helmet from Bela cerkev may also have had an
iron calotte, but it has not been preserved.



ps of the hinges. West-Celtic helmets have so far been found in settlements and graves in France and
Switzerland (SCHAAFF 1988: 303–304, Abb. 16–19).

Late La Tène helmets of the Port type were found in western and eastern Celtic regions, from
France and Switzerland to Slovenia. They are made of two parts –calotte and neck guard. On the fro-
nt of the calotte they have embossed »eyeforeheads« and the neck guard has ribs. Two rivets at the
sides secure the hinges for the rounded cheek pieces, similar as on the west-Celtic type (SCHAAFF
1988: 307, Abb. 25, Abb. 26–28).

Most tripartite helmets of the east-Celtic or Novo mesto type were found in Slovenia in gra-
ves of the Mokronog group and were dated to the 1st century BC (SCHAAFF 1986: 833; 1988: 307,
Abb. 24; GU[TIN 1984: 333)8, and the largest number were found on sites in the Krka river valley
in Dolenjska, where their placement in graves may reflect an earlier tradition of burying a person to-
gether with his helmet as a symbol of social status (GU[TIN 1990: 124, Fig. 4; 1991: 53–54, Abb.
28). On the basis of the find in grave 169 from Beletov vrt, which is the oldest find that contains a
helmet, U. Schaaff dated them to the Late La Tène (SCHAAFF 1980: 403). A younger helmet was
found in the grave in Bela cerkev, which also contained an iron sword in a bronze perforated scabba-
rd, which dates it to the Mokronog IIIb stage, i.e. to the second half of the 1st century BC (BO@I^
1999: 211; 1999a: 159). Even later is grave 1656/58 in Mihovo which contained a Roman gladius.9

Somewhat earlier is the helmet from the richly equipped grave 5 from Idrija at Ba~a dated to the
middle of the 1st century BC (GU[TIN 1990: 124).

The finds we have described show that the custom of placing helmets in graves, found on
Early La Tène sites, reappeared in the Late La Tène period when iron helmets were placed in the
graves of prominent individuals in the Dolenjska and Poso~je region mostly dating from the Mokro-
nog IIIa–b stages, i.e. from stage IVa of the Poso~je group.10

This shows that the helmets in grave 169 at Beletov vrt, grave 1656/27 in Mihovo, from the
Ljubljanica, grave 25 in Siemiechow and in the Boiko-Ponura tumulus are earlier, which other finds
from the closed graves confirm. These helmets have a more sloping neck guard decorated with
moulded lines. The helmets with a bronze horizontal forehead guard and a sloping neck guard from
the Sava at Sesvete and Stara Gradi{ka, from the grave on Strmec at Bela cerkev, the iron helmet
from grave 1656/58 with the gladius from Mihovo and the fragment of the silver neck guard from
Ja{kul’are of a later date. These helmets have the M-motif repeated four times and surrounded by ri-
vets on the neck guard, and the horizontal jutting part of the forehead guard has a crescent-shaped
reinforcement with rivets. This allows us to date the fragment from the Sava near Sesvete and the
helmet from the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka, by directly comparing them with finds in the closed gra-
ve in Strmec at Bela cerkev, to the earlier part of Lt D, i.e. to Lt D2 or Mokronog IIIb, which means
to the end of the first half or to the second half of the 1st century BC. These helmets are especially
characteristic of sites in the Krka river basin and in Gorjanci, which is where the workshops that ma-
de them were probably located, and these workshops also made the Sesvete fragment and the Stara
Gradi{ka helmet. This is further confirmation of the strong links between Mokronog sites in Dolenj-
ska and in Slovenian Posavina and La Tène sites in Croatia between the mountains of Ple{ivica and
Medvednica and further east to central Posavina.
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8 U. Schaaff also mentions the find of a tentative ea-
st-Celtic type helmet in a cremation grave in Vercellia in
Piemont.

9 SCHAAFF 1980: 402-403, Abb. 7,2, Abb. 8, T.
19,1; 1988: 304, Abb. 23,2; BO@I^ 1984: 82, Fig. 38;
GU[TIN 1990: 122, Fig. 3,3; BO@I^ 1987: 876, Fig. 46,9;
1999b: 171)

10 SCHAAFF 1980: 402-403; GU[TIN 1984: 333;
BO@I^ 1984: 82; 1987: 876-878; SCHAAFF 1988: 304,
Abb. 24; GU[TIN 1990: 128, Fig. 4; 1991: 53-54, 78, Abb.
28; BO@I^ 1999: 210-211. Helmets were also found in La-
te La Tène graves in the south-Alpine region from the wes-
tern fringes of Friuli to Liguria.



CIRCUMSTANCES AND SYMBOLISM OF THE FIND
The bimetal helmet of the Novo mesto type was found not far from Stara Gradi{ka when the

river Sava was low. The other find of a Novo mesto type helmet in central Croatia, the fragment of a
bronze neck guard, was also found in the river Sava during the extraction of gravel and sand at Ses-
vete (SOKOL 2001: 17). The find of a helmet of the same type at the confluence of the Ljubija and
the Ljubljanica shows that these are not isolated watery deposits of Late La Tène helmets on the ter-
ritory covered by the Mokronog group (GU[TIN 1990: 121).

When people from the Late Iron Age deposited objects in various contexts, finds of military
gear represent the »male component«. These finds show that a selection existed that was not random
and they are divided in three basic groups: fragmented weapons deposited in hoards of tools which
were probably intended for further processing; weapons that had been sacrificed, such as individual
finds in water; intentionally damaged weapons in group finds (KURZ 1995: 116).11

Depositing individual pieces, such as the helmet from the Sava at Stara Gradi{ka, is closely
connected to their value, and because of their great value helmets were rarely placed in graves in
west and central Europe (KURZ 1995: 76). Furthermore, the helmet was used to protect the head,
which was of outstanding importance in Celtic beliefs and rituals, and this could have been one of
the reasons for depositing such a prestigious object (HÄRTL 2005: 65). The act of donating outstan-
ding and precious pieces of military equipment, both helmets and swords, indicates that the commu-
nity had distinguished members whose status and rank these objects symbolised (KURZ 1995:
116). Quality weapons or armour were rarely placed in hoards and were more often found in shrines,
in group finds and in the context of water.

According to U. Schaaff, west- and east-Celtic helmets were usually found in graves and set-
tlements, except Port type helmets which were also recorded in group finds and in shrines. The finds
from the Sava and the Ljubljanica show that helmets of the Novo mesto type can also be found in the
water context and they may have been sacrificial offerings, perhaps to the gods of the underworld
(MAIER 2001: 145). Later bronze helmets of the Mannheim and Buggenum types have also been
found in the water context (KURZ 1995: 85–86).12 On the other hand, most Novo mesto type helme-
ts were found in graves in Dolenjska, where their placement in graves most probably reflected an
earlier tradition of placing helmets in graves under tumuli to symbolise the deceased’s social status
(GU[TIN 1990: 124, Fig 4; 1991: 53–54, Abb. 28). This interpretation substantiates the strongly
autochthonous Hallstatt component singled out in sites of the Mokronog group in Dolenjska, alrea-
dy documented earlier (BO@I^ 1999; KRI@ 2005).

Contributing undamaged weapons to the waters contrasts with the finds in graves which
usually contain unusable weapons damaged by bending. It is believed that intact military equipment
was placed in the water to secure weapons in the afterworld, unlike the damaged weapons in group
finds which were loot and which in fact symbolised the enemy’s weakness (KURZ 1995: 117).13

The act of sacrifice had a clear and definite meaning and implied the destruction of someone
or something, of moving them from this world so as to achieve some benefit for the person or perso-
ns making the sacrifice. This benefit could be gain or deflection, which means that the sacrifice was
either made to achieve something positive or to ward off something negative. In all religious syste-
ms the sacrificial offering has a central meaning with emphasised polarity between death on one
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11 Weapons usually appear in hoards as fragmented,
spears being the most common. Helmets do not appear in
hoards as a rule, only very rarely like for example in the ho-
ards from Negova and Vetulonia (KURZ 1995: 34-36).

12 Weapons are scarce in graves in south Germany, but
this lack is balanced by finds in water. The same situation is

recorded in central Europe after Lt B, when helmets are rare-
ly found in graves but do appear in water (KURZ 1995: 103).

13 GREEN 1998: 177. Sacrifice by fire was to Taran, is
sacrificial offerings hung on trees were to Essus, sacrifice
by water was to Teutates. This represents links with the ba-
sic elements of life: air, fire and water.



hand and renewal/revival on the other (GREEN 1998: 169–170). The most important determinants
of sacrifice are donation or separation. Sacrifice by donation can be made to achieve various purpo-
ses, it can be a request for something to happen or not to happen, or a reaction to a crisis situation un-
dertaken to appease or pacify supernatural forces, or it can express gratitude for success in battle,
good health, the birth of a healthy child, conquering illness or success in a business venture. Separa-
tion is also an important factor in the success of a sacrifice. Holiness implies separation from the hu-
man world and a distance between the holy and the profane, which can only be bridged through sac-
rificial gifts. If a sacrifice is to be successful, it is necessary to physically or metaphorically transfer
the sacrificial offering out of the real world, which can be achieved by burial in the ground which
makes it invisible and inaccessible. A similar end is achieved by depositing sacrificial offerings in
the water or in marshland, or by making a boundary around the holy ground as a holy divide protec-
ting the earthly manifestation of the supernatural world. The most important moment in this separa-
tion is the act of slaughter, which can be compared with the ritual destruction of non-spiritual votive
offerings such as weapons, jewellery or wares (GREEN 1998: 170–173).

Using this approach, the helmet from the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka and the find from the sa-
me context in the surroundings of Sesvete can be viewed as sacrificial offerings to the gods of the
underworld to appease them or to ensure some unknown benefit for the helmet’s owner or the whole
community, perhaps to calm the river’s wild nature. However, only after more such finds will be
found in the south-Panonian region, their meaning probably become much clearer.

Except in the find context itself, symbolism on the helmet from the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka
can also be recognised in some of the presentations it shows, which have a symbolical meaning.

At each end of the central reinforcement on the calotte there is a human mask and under it two
triskels (Figs. 5–6). These represent the Sun and are frequent on La Tène objects. The Sun is also
symbolised by a water bird with a long pointed beak, which is the most frequent representation on
the cheek pieces of Novo mesto type helmets.

The two human masks are undoubtedly a trans-regional symbol in the La Tène heritage, whi-
ch most probably represent decapitated heads, so-called têtes coupées, sources for which are found
in Thracian-Scythian, oriental and Etruscan influences (HÄRTL 2005: 23–24). In general, masks
are seen as protection, they have an apotropaic influence when they are placed on weapons or horse
gear, as the final decoration on items such as sword handles or clasps, the pins of wheel axles
(POLENZ 1974: 396; MEGAW – MEGAW 1996: 164–165; HÄRTL 2005: 13, 27–29).14 Besides
on warrior or horse gear (POLENZ 1974; KRÄMER – SCHUBERT 1979), masks are also found on
pottery (PESCHEL 1988/1989). Scholars assume that the small Celtic masks were modelled on tho-
se on Etruscan jewellery and tools (PESCHEL 1988/1989, 85). Thus the masks on the helmet from
the Sava served to protect its bearer by looking our for and noticing danger both in front and behind,
providing him with complete safety.

In the area inhabited by the Mokronog group the representation of human masks were earlier
found, besides on coins, on a cantharoi from the Middle La Tène cremation grave 40 from Kandija
in Novo Mesto. The masks are placed on the opposite sides of the vessel. The eyes are plastically
rendered with prominent pupils surrounded by a groove; a semicircle of dots indicates the eyefore-
heads. The nose is prominent, the mouth curved in a semicircle, there is no hair. The cantharoi han-
dles end in rams’ heads at the bottom. The cantharoi from Kandija is thought to originate from ea-
st-Celtic regions, based on comparison with finds on sites in Transdanubia and Tisa valley (KNEZ –
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14 Abent middle La Tène sword whose handle ended in
a human mask was found in a devastated grave in Kupino-

vo in Syrmia (MAJNARI]-PAND@I] 1970: 29, T.
XVIII,3).



SZABÓ 1980–1981). Human masks are also found on gold beads from the Szárad-Regöly hoard,
but these are in a completely different style (SZABÓ 1971: 56, Pl. 49–50) and do not belong to the
same source as the masks on the helmet.

The masks on the helmet are most similar to those on coins, on tetradrachms of the Frontalge-
sicht type that were mostly found in east Slovenia, both in hoards, for example in Dobrna Retje and
Lemberg, and in individual finds in Vinji Vrh, where an east-Celtic helmet was also found, and in
Podbo~je, Samobor and Tounj. Frontalgesicht coins were made by the Tauriscis and belong to the
younger group of so-called east-Noricum coins. At the bottom of the obverse is a frontal representation
of a head and above it a coronet, while the reverse shows a horse. The mint is believed to have been
in Celje although most finds were made along the Sava and the Krka so it could also have been there
(KOS 1977: 19, 47, Map 3, T. 24,22–24, T. 25,1, T. 29,7–9, T. 34,3, T. 37, 1–2, T. 36,4, T. 37,7),
which would coincide with the distribution of the east-Celtic helmets of the Novo mesto type.

There is also great similarity with the masks on the silver phalerae from the Manerbio sul
Mella hoard near Brescia dated to the first half of the 1st century BC. Two large and twelve small
phalerae have been preserved, which were probably the gear used to adorn two horses. The large
ones have a border of moulded human masks around the edge and a triskel in the centre, while the
smaller ones only have masks around the edge. The masks are oval with a V-shaped hairline from
which the hair sweeps back. The eyes and nose are moulded, the eyeforeheads shown as dots, the
mouths curve downward. Similar silver phalerae were found in the Thracian-Pontic circle so they
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Fig. 9 – Tetradrachm of the \ur|evac type TKN 56–127 from Ma~kovac

Slika 9 – Tetradrahma tipa \ur|evac TKN 56–127 iz Ma~kovca

Fig. 10 – Tetradrachm of the \ur|evac type TKN 69–136 from Ma~kovac

Slika 10 – Tetradrahma tipa \ur|evac TKN 69–136 iz Ma~kovca



are believed to be the product of east-Celtic Boii or Tauriscis workshops or maybe the work of the
Danubian Celts (KRUTA 1975; 1987: 64–69). The phalerae could date from the 2nd century BC and
may be of Italic provenance (TIZZONI 1985: 22–24, T. 12–15). The Manerbio phalerae may have
been ornaments for a pair of chariot horses, the larger ones on their chests and the smaller ones on
their bridles (SCHÖNFELDER 2002: 257). They have been dated to the earlier phase of the Late La
Tène only on the basis of stylistic analysis of the masks and comparison with representations on sil-
ver coins of the Boii. They belong to phalera type 1, characteristic of which is a central boss that can
be decorated in various ways (van ENDERT 1991: 71–72).

Human masks also appear on horse’s gear in the Koilovtsi site in north Bulgaria, where a
small tumulus has a richly equipped warrior’s grave with horse’s gear including six elliptical bronze
applications showing a frontal view of the human face. Each side of the bridle had three medallio-
n-shaped phalerae with a reinforced edge and concentric circles between the masks and the edges.
The hair is extremely simple with curls on the forehead. The eyes are elongated, the pupils marked
with a dot, the eyeforeheads straight and the nose has wide nostrils. The mouth is also moulded and
is extremely stylised. The find is dated to the second half of the 2nd or to the 1st century BC and is
considered to have been locally made by a lower Danubian workshop for members of the local elite
(LAZAROVA – PAUNOVA 2003: 52, 54, Fig. 11, Fig. 13).

CONCLUSION
The helmet from the Sava is one of a small number of finds in central Posavina that can be da-

ted to the Late Iron Age and connected with the La Tène heritage.15 In nearby Ma~kovac a smooth,
bronze, wire fibula was found of middle La Tène scheme with a semicircular arc thickening into a
spring consisted of two larger spirals connected on the outside and with a short bent foot (BRUN-
[MID 1899–1900: 70; BALEN-LETUNI] 1998: 52). Research in the Late Bronze Age settlement
of Cri{njevi in Ma~kovac uncovered two tetradrachms of the \ur|evac type (Fig. 9–10)16 and sher-
ds of Late La Tène pottery (KARAVANI] – MIHALJEVI] – KALAFATI] 2002: 49). Four more
tetradrachms of the \ur|evac type were found in a settlement in Donja Dolina in Bosnian Posavina,
where many finds dating from the Early to the end of the Late La Tène periods were discovered
(MARI] 1963: 79 pl. II,11–12, 14–15; 1964: 49 pl. XXII,4; POPOVI] 1987: 145). These type of
coin is so-called east-Noricum origin, many of which were found, together with coins of the Samo-
bor and Vara`din type, on sites in northwest Croatia and are linked with the spreading of the Tauriscis
tribal alliance (DUKAT – MIRNIK 1976: 190–192; KOS 1977: 46; DIZDAR – POTREBICA 2005:
63–64, Map 3).

All this shows that the helmet from the Sava near Stara Gradi{ka is not the only find that indi-
cates that central Posavina was oriented westward, i.e. to the area inhabited by the Mokronog group.
Nevertheless, there are at present too few researched sites to define more closely the ethnic group
that lived in central Posavina in the Late Iron Age, although sources mention the Oseriates who
lived west of the Breucis (NH 3.25.148).
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15 There are many La Tène finds in neighbouring Bos-
nian Posavina, especially in settlement and graves in Donja
Dolina where all the stages of La Tène development are re-
presented, and in the devastated Late La Tène cemetery in
Donji Laminci (TRUHELKA 1901; TRUHELKA 1904).

16 For the determination of coins we wish to thank An-
drej [emrov of the National Museum of Slovenia in Ljub-
ljana and Dragan Bo`i} of the Institute of Archaeology of
the Slovenian Academy of Science and Arts in Ljubljana.
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KASNOLATENSKA BRON^ANA KACIGA IZ SAVE
KOD STARE GRADI[KE

U rijeci Savi, kod sela Donja Varo{ nedaleko od Stare Gradi{ke, prona|ena je iznimno sa~u-
vana kaciga isto~nokeltskog tipa ili tipa Novo Mesto. Kaciga se sastoji od `eljezne kalote za koju su
`eljeznim zakovicama spojeni bron~ani ~eoni i zatiljni {titnici. Po sredini tjemena kalote nalazi se
jo{ jedno profilirano bron~ano poja~anje koje zavr{ava prikazima ljudskih maski i motivima trojnih
zavoja. Sa strana ~eonog {titnika ovje{ene su bron~ane obrazine na kojima se nalazi prikaz barske
ptice i zakovice. Na ~eonom i zatiljnom {titniku tako|er se nalaze zakovice s kri`nim urezima u
kojima su sa~uvani tragovi crvenog emajla. Za kacigu se pretpostavlja da je `rtveni dar. Kaciga je
datirana u kasni laten te je vjerojatno proizvod radionice smje{tene u gornjoj Posavini ili Dolenjskoj
koja se nalazila na prostoru rasprostiranja mokrono{ke skupine Tauriska.

Obrambenom keltskom naoru`anju, uz nalaze metalnih dijelova {titova (umba) koji se u gro-
bovima pojavljuju naj~e{}e, pripadaju i kacige koje su zastupljene ve}im brojem razli~itih oblika.
Na osnovi nalaza u zatvorenim grobnim cjelinama, po~ev{i od ranog latena, za kacige se s, dosta si-
gurnosti, mo`e slijediti tipolo{ko-kronolo{ka slika razvoja. Na prostoru rasprostiranja latenske kul-
ture u sredi{njoj Hrvatskoj donedavno nije bio poznat nalaz ni jedne keltske kacige,17 {to je ponaj-
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ciga s poja~anom kalotom (VINSKI-GASPARINI 1959;
SCHAAFF 1977; 1988).



prije odraz nedovoljne istra`enosti, kako to najbolje pokazuju brojnije zastupljeni nalazi kaciga na
nalazi{tima mokrono{ke skupine na prostorima susjedne Slovenije, gdje su u grobovima istaknutih
pojedinaca prona|ene `eljezne i u malo manjem broju bron~ane kacige. Nalazi zatiljnog {titnika
kasnolatenske bron~ane kacige u Savi kod Sesveta te iznimne, u cijelosti sa~uvane kacige istog tipa
u Savi kod Stare Gradi{ke, pokazuju kako se i na prostorima sredi{nje Hrvatske mogu o~ekivati na-
lazi ovog dijela obrambenog keltskog naoru`anja koje pokazuje kako je na tom prostoru tijekom
mla|eg `eljeznog doba postojala ostav{tina latenske kulture koja je svojim postignu}ima sna`no ut-
jecala i na susjedne autohtone panonske etni~ke zajednice koje se, prema anti~kim izvorima, smje-
{taju na prostor srednje Posavine (Breuci i Oserijati).

Kaciga prona|ena u Savi kod Stare Gradi{ke svojom iznimnom sa~uvanosti omogu}uje uvid
ne samo u izgled, ve} i u konstrukcijske elemente te na~in i tehnolo{ka znanja potrebna za izradu is-
to~nokeltskih kaciga. Tako|er, mjesto njezinog pronalaska, uz dosad prikupljene nalaze datirane u
mla|e `eljezno doba s tog prostora, dokumentira usmjerenost srednje Posavine jugoisto~noalpskom
i zapadnopanonskom kulturolo{kom okru`ju (Taurisci), dok je s druge strane isto~nije smje{teno
podru~je brodske Posavine ve} pokazivalo usmjerenost jugoisto~nopanonskome miljeu (Skordis-
ci). Ipak, za dono{enje konkretnijih zaklju~aka potrebno je provesti terenska istra`ivanja koja }e s
novo prikupljenom gra|om iz zatvorenih cjelina kako naselja, tako i groblja, omogu}iti definiranje
kulturne, etni~ke i kronolo{ke slike razvoja mla|eg `eljeznog doba u Posavini.

OPIS NALAZI[TA I OKOLNOSTI NALAZA
U vrijeme niskog vodostaja rijeke Save 2003. godine, nedaleko od sela Donja Varo{ pokraj

Stare Gradi{ke, u plitkoj rije~noj vodi slu~ajno je prona|ena iznimno dobro sa~uvana kaciga za koju
je odmah zaklju~eno kako pripada kacigama latenske kulture. Kaciga je prona|ena na mjestu mogu-
}eg nekada{njeg prijelaza preko rijeke (Karta 1).

Kaciga je otkupljena za Gradski muzej u Novoj Gradi{ki te je po~etkom 2004. godine upu}e-
na na postupke konzervacije i restauracije u radionicu Arheolo{kog muzeja u Zagrebu, koje je pro-
veo voditelj radionice Damir Dora~i}a.18

OPIS KACIGE19

Kaciga prona|ena u rijeci Savi kod Stare Gradi{ke, s obzirom na oblik i konstrukcijske ele-
mente, pripada isto~nokeltskom tipu kasnolatenskih kaciga, odnosno kacigama tipa Novo Mesto.
Kaciga je sastavljena od 16 konstruktivnih elemenata koji su pomo}u zakovica i lemljenja spojeni u
cjelinu (slika 1–8). Gornji dio ~ini glatka `eljezna polukru`na kalota koja na kraju, oko cijelog ruba,
ima tri uska rebrasta izbo~enja sa `ljebovima koji zapravo s prednje strane prikrivaju spojeve s ~eo-
nim i zatiljnim {titnicima. Kalota je izra|ena kovanjem, o ~emu svjedo~i sa~uvani dvostruki sloj li-
ma koji je pospje{io njezinu ~vrsto}u. Za kalotu su, s njezine unutarnje strane, sitnim `eljeznim za-
kovicama pri~vr{}eni bron~ani ~eoni i zatiljni {titnici, koji su na mjestu spajanja s kalotom jo{ poja-
~ani {irim izbo~enim rebrom na kojem se nalaze dva uska `lijeba. ^eoni i zatiljni {titnik jo{ su s
unutarnje strane, na mjestu dodira na bo~nim stranama kacige, me|usobno spojeni lemljenjem. Na
vrhu ~eonog {titnika nalazi se jo{ jedno o{tro profilirano rebrasto izbo~enje (slika 3–4). Po vodorav-
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kupljene tijekom njihove provedbe u ovom broju Vjesnika
opisuje Damir Dora~i}, koji je izradio i fotografije kacige.
Crte`i su djelo Miljenke Gali}.

19 Dimenzije kacige: du`ina kacige: 32,5 cm; visina
kacige s obrazinama: 26,0 cm; {irina kalote kacige: 17,4

cm; {irina ~eonog {titnika: 23,3 cm; {irina zatiljnog {titni-
ka: 25,6 cm; visina obrazine: 11,5 cm; {irina obrazine: 8,0
cm; promjer glavice bron~anih zakovica: 1,0 cm; dimenzi-
je ljudskih maski: 2,2x1,8 cm; promjer ukrasa s motivom
trojnog zavoja: 1,6 cm.



no polo`enom dijelu ~eonog {titnika nalazi se poja~anje polumjese~astog oblika, za {titnik spojeno
lemljenjem, s izbo~enjem na kojem se nalazi sedam polukuglastih zakovica s kri`nim udubljenjima
(slika 1–3, slika 8). Sve bron~ane zakovice na kacigi imaju trn koji je na kraju razdijeljen na dvije
polovice koje su bile presavinute.

Na {irokom, koso postavljenom zatiljnom {titniku nalazi se ~etiri puta iznutra iskucan ukras
u obliku slova M sa osamnaest zakovica (slika 4, slika 8). Tako se izme|u svakog M-motiva, na
vrhu i dnu, nalaze zakovice koje su tako|er postavljene i na sredini gornjeg dijela svakog M-motiva
te jo{ po dvije u uleknu}u u njegovu donjem dijelu. U jednoj od zakovica jo{ se naziru tragovi crve-
nog emajla. S donje strane zatiljnog {titnika nalazi se u{ica pri~vr{}ena bron~anom zakovicom koja
slu`i za provla~enje remena. Sli~na se u{ica nalazi i na zatiljnom {titniku kacige iz Ljubljanice
(GU[TIN 1990: slika 1–2).

^eoni i zatiljni {titnici po rubovima imaju poja~anje U-presjeka kao za{titu od njihova o{trog
ruba, koje je za njih pri~vr{}eno lemljenjem. Tako|er, s donje strane oba {titnika jo{ se na ~etiri
mjesta mogu zamijetiti dodatna u~vr{}enja lemljenjem. Na dva mjesta s unutarnje strane obrazine i
na zatiljnom {titniku naziru se tragovi o{te}enja s izvornim tragovima popravljanja koji su izvedeni
kositreno-olovnim lemljenjem. Zanimljivo je kako se na kacigi istog tipa iz Ljubljanice nalaze tra-
govi koji pokazuju kako je kaciga bila pocin~ana ili posrebrena. Pocin~an je bio spoj kalote sa {titni-
cima koji je bio poja~an rebrom radi poja~anja tvrdo}e (GU[TIN 1990: 121).

Po sredini kalote kacige nalazi se bron~ano narebreno poja~anje sa sredi{njim, najizbo~eni-
jim rebrom kojemu se sa svake strane, nakon `lijeba, nalazi jo{ po jedno manje izbo~enje (slika 3–4,
slika 8). Ono je za kalotu kacige spojeno kositreno-olovnim lemljenjem, bez uporabe bilo kakvih
zakovica. Poja~anje na oba kraja zavr{ava iskucanom ljudskom maskom ispod koje jo{ slijede po
dvije plasti~no istaknute kru`nice unutar kojih se nalazi motiv trojnog zavoja (slika 5–6). Ljudska je
glava prikazana s kosom koja je nazna~ena okomitim izbo~enjima, ispod koje slijede obrve koje se
spajaju i nastavljaju u trokutasti nos, dok su ispod plasti~no istaknute bademaste o~i koje se smatra-
ju kasnolatenskom karakteristikom (POLENZ 1974: 392). Usta su tako|er plasti~no nazna~ena i
blago nagnuta nalijevo. Od svih dijelova glave jedino nisu prikazane u{i. S obzirom na identi~ne
prikaze maski i trojnog zavoja s obje strane narebrenja na kaloti, mo`e se zaklju~iti kako je kori{te-
na ista matrica za njihovo iskucavanje.

Bron~ane obrazine gotovo su pravokutnog oblika zaobljenih uglova, s prednjim rubom koji
je ra{~lanjen sa dva izbo~enja, jednim na po~etku donje polovice te drugim na samom dnu. Obra-
zine su visile sa strane ~eonog {titnika preko peterodijelnog {arnira sa `eljeznom osnovom (slika
1–2, slika 7). Dva bo~na otvora {arnira spojena su s unutarnjim dijelom ~eonog {titnika preko dvije
trakaste spone koje su pri~vr{}ene svaka s po jednom zakovicom. Dva rubna otvora i sredi{nji otvor
na {arniru su od gornjeg presavijenog dijela obrazina, s tim da su kod jedne obrazine rubni otvori
pri~vr{}eni sitnom zakovicom. Uz rubove obrazina nalaze se poja~anja. Na obrazinama se nalazi
pojednostavljen prikaz barske ptice dugog, blago povijenog vrata s rupom na mjestu oka i dugim {i-
ljastim ravnim kljunom. Samo jedna prikazana noga ptice zavr{ava s tri kand`e, a rep je savijen oko
zakovice. Na svakoj obrazini s vanjske strane su i po tri zakovice s kri`nim udubljenjima, a s unutar-
nje strane je u{ica za pri~vr{}ivanje remena ~iji su krajevi zalemljeni za obrazine.

KACIGE TIPA NOVO MESTO

Prvi prona|eni ulomak bron~ane kacige tipa Novo Mesto s podru~ja sredi{nje Hrvatske, od-
nosno dio zatiljnog {titnika, tako|er je slu~ajno otkriven prilikom eksploatacije {ljunka u rijeci Savi
ju`no od Sesveta (SOKOL 2001: 17, Abb. 2). [titnik je izra|en od bron~anog lima sa sa~uvanim is-
kucanim ukrasom u obliku slova M koji se ponavlja ~etiri puta i oko kojeg se, na na~in kao kod kaci-
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ge iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke, nalaze zakovice koje su izvorno bile ispunjene crvenim emajlom. Na
gornjem dijelu {titnika, na mjestu dodira s kalotom, nalazi se vodoravno izbo~eno rebro te zakovice
koje su {titnik spajale s kalotom kacige.

Ulomku zatiljnog {titnika iz Save kod Sesveta, izvedbom ukrasa u obliku slova M te ukra{e-
nim zakovicama s glavicom podijeljenom na ~etiri polja koja su {rafirana, odgovara zatiljni {titnik
bron~ane kacige tipa Novo mesto koja se nalazila u paljevinskom grobu 1 s parcele Ko{ak B na Str-
mcu pokraj Bele Cerkve. Od kacige su sa~uvani ~eoni i zatiljni {titnici koji su bili povezani sa strane
te obrazine koje su visile sa ~eonog {titnika. Kalota polukru`nog oblika nije sa~uvana, ve} je nak-
nadno rekonstruirana. Pri vrhu gornjeg dijela ~eonog {titnika nalazi se poja~anje u obliku rebra, do-
nji je dio vodoravno postavljen. Zatiljni {titnik tako|er je u gornjem dijelu poja~an rebrom, a donji
je dio koso postavljen i ukra{en je sa ~etiri puta izvedenim iskucanim M-motivom, iznad i ispod
kojeg se nalaze zakovice. Rubovi ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika te obrazina poja~ani su jo{ jednim oko-
vom. Obrazine su visile sa strane ~eonog {titnika preko peterodijelnog {arnira, gdje su dva bo~na
otvora {arnira spojena s unutarnjim dijelom ~eonog {titnika preko dvije trakaste spone koje su
pri~vr{}ene svaka s po jednom zakovicom. Obrazine su ukra{ene motivom ptice s dugim {iljastim
kljunom te s tri zakovice. Glavice zakovica ukra{ene su s ~etiri polja koja su {rafirana, poput zakovi-
ca iz Sesveta, te su bile ispunjene crvenim emajlom (STARE 1973: 25, T. 14, T. 73; SCHAAFF
1980: 402, Abb. 7,3; 1988: 304, Abb. 23,3). U grobu su se s kacigom jo{ nalazili savijeni `eljezni
ma~ u bron~anim koricama s ukrasom na proboj, okrugli umbo i savijeni dugi no` povijenog sje~i-
va. Grob je datiran u Mokronog IIIb stupanj, odnosno u drugu polovicu 1. st. pr. Kr. (BO@I^ 1999:
211; 1999a: 159).

Osim spomenutih kasnolatenskih bron~anih kaciga tipa Novo Mesto, u ne{to su ve}em broju
prona|ene one istog tipa koje su u cjelosti izra|ene od `eljeza. Takva se kaciga nalazila u bogato op-
remljenom kasnolatenskom ratni~kom grobu 169 s Beletova vrta u Novom Mestu. Prona|eni su `e-
ljezni ulomci kalote kacige koju nije bilo mogu}e rekonstruirati te obrazina s prikazom vuka ili psa
kojem je koncentri~nom kru`nicom prikazano oko. Obrazine su visile preko peterodijelnog {arnira.
Na obrazini, oko prikaza `ivotinje, tri su zakovice s polukru`nom glavicom koje su ukra{ene kri`nim
urezom. Grob je datiran u Lt D1, odnosno u Mokronog IIIa stupanj, a navedena se kaciga smatra za
najstariji nalaz kaciga tipa Novo Mesto.20

Osim u Savi kod Sesveta i Stare Gradi{ke, u vodenom kontekstu, odnosno u rijeci Ljubljanici
tako|er je prona|ena `eljezna kaciga tipa Novo Mesto, od koje se jedino nisu sa~uvale obrazine.
Kaciga je sastavljena od tri dijela, glatke polukru`ne kalote te ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika koji na ru-
bovima imaju jo{ dodatna poja~anja radi za{tite od o{trih rubova. Na gornjem dijelu ~eonog i zatilj-
nog {titnika, na mjestu ispod spajanja s kalotom, nalazi se izbo~eno rebro na kojem su usporedno
urezane linije. Zatiljni {titnik je koso postavljen i profiliran u obliku slova V. Sa~uvane su i tri polu-
kru`ne zakovice, po jedna na svakoj strani koje pri~vr{}uju trakastu sponu preko koje su visile
obrazine, a tre}a pridr`ava trakastu sponu s u{icom na sredini zatiljnog {titnika (GU[TIN 1990:
121, sl. 1–2).

Dvije `eljezne kacige tipa Novo Mesto prona|ene su u Mihovu na groblju Na hribcu na ko-
jem je otkriveno vi{e od 400 grobova datiranih od kasnog hal{tata do u 2. st. (BO@I^ 1990: 79). Jed-
na se kaciga nalazila u grobu 1656/58 u kojem su jo{ prona|eni gladij i koplje. Na zatiljnom {titniku,
ispod rebra, nalazi se niz zakovica s polukru`nom glavicom, a obrazine su visile preko peterodijel-
nog {arnira sa ~eonog {titnika, na kojem se na prednjem vodoravnom dijelu nalazi polumjese~asto
izbo~enje sa zakovicama, sli~no onom s kacige iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke. Na gornjem dijelu ~eo-
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nog {titnika tako|er je izbo~eno rebro. Rubovi imaju jo{ dodatna poja~anja presjeka slova U. Na
obrazinama se nalazi prikaz ptice i tri zakovice ukra{ene motivom {rafiranog propelera.21 Druga se
kaciga nalazila u grobu 1656/27, zajedno sa savijenim ma~em i kopljem. Kaciga ima polukru`nu
kalotu za koju su zakovicama pri~vr{}eni ~eoni i zatiljni {titnici. Tako|er, ~eoni i zatiljni {titnici na
mjestu spajanja s kalotom poja~ani su s izbo~enim rebrom. Preko ~eonog {titnika visile su obrazine
zaobljenog oblika na kojima se nalazi po jedna ve}a zakovica. Zatiljni {titnik je koso postavljen i
ukra{en plasti~nim ukrasom od uvijenih linija u obliku slova S. Zavr{eci ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika
imaju jo{ dodatno poja~anje u obliku slova U.22

@eljezna kaciga tipa Novo Mesto prona|ena je i u grobu 5 u Idriji pokraj Nove Ba~e na pros-
toru rasprostiranja idrijske skupine. Na mjestu spajanja kalote sa ~eonim i zatiljnim {titnicima nala-
ze se narebrenja, a zaobljene obrazine visile su sa strane ~eonog {itnika za koji su pri~vr{}ene jed-
nom zakovicom. Dugi zatiljni {titnik koso je postavljen, a ~eoni je kratak. Grob je prilozima datiran
u kraj faze IVa, odnosno u sredinu 1. st. pr. Kr. (GU[TIN 1990: 124; 1991: 53–54, T. 8,1).

Osim na nalazi{tima u Sloveniji i Hrvatskoj, kacige tipa Novo Mesto prona|ene su i na uda-
ljenijim nalazi{tima, od Poljske sve do Kaspijskog mora. Tako je u Siemiechówu (srednja Poljska),
u paljevinskom grobu 25, prona|ena trodijelna `eljezna kaciga koja je bila iskori{tena kao urna u
koju su bile polo`ene spaljene kosti pokojnika. U grobu su se jo{ nalazili savijeni ma~ sa S-spojni-
com (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 70, Abb. 10,3), zatim koplje, umbo i `eljezna ru~ka te metalni ostaci
drvenog vedra, fibula, dva no`a, a u gornjem dijelu groba i ulomci kerami~kih posuda karakteris-
ti~nih za kasni laten (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 62, Abb. 4–5). Grob je, prema autorici, datiran `eljez-
nom fibulom Kostrzewski varijanta M u kraj kasnog latena, u sam kraj 1. st. pr. Kr., a kaciga je smat-
rana za rimsku legionarsku (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 67, 73, Abb. 11,5). Kaciga ima polukuglastu ka-
lotu s tri manja rebra na dnu kalote te jedno ve}e na mjestu spajanja kalote sa zatiljnim i ~eonim
{titnicima. Na prednjem dijelu ~eonog {titnika nalazi se jako rebrasto izbo~enje. Zatiljni i ~eoni {tit-
nici sa strana spojeni su jo{ preko dvije zakovice. Obrazine su zaobljene i na njima se nalaze po dvi-
je zakovice. One su visile sa strane ~eonog {titnika preko {arnira koji je bio obje{en preko dvije za-
kovice. S unutarnje strane nalazi se u{ica za provla~enje remena (JA@D@EWSKA 1986: 67–68,
Abb. 7–9). Za kacigu iz groba u Siemiechówu smatra se kako ipak pripada varijanti trodijelnih is-
to~nokeltskih kaciga koje se jasno razlikuju od rimskih koje su jednodijelne (SCHAAFF 1986:
833).

S isto~nokeltskim kacigama povezuje se i nalaz ulomka bron~ane obrazine iz Alesie koji je
ukra{en iskucanim S-motivom. Rije~ je o obrazini izra|enoj od debljeg lima s pravocrtnom bordu-
rom na donjem rubu kao i s tragovima trodijelnog {arnira. S unutarnje strane obrazine nalazi se u{i-
ca za provla~enje remena (SIEVERS 2001: 141, Pl. 40,5).

Vi{edijelne kacige koje pokazuju dosta sli~nosti s isto~nokeltskim kacigama tipa Novo Mes-
to potje~u i s nalazi{ta u isto~noj Europi. Tako je u grobu 3 tumula na nalazi{tu Boiko-Ponura (Kras-
nodar) prona|ena `eljezna trodijela kaciga s polukru`nom kalotom, zatim s kratkim ~eonim {titni-
kom s narebrenjima te s du`im i {irim zatiljnim {titnikom, gotovo okomito postavljenim, na kojem
se ispod {ireg rebra nalaze reljefno izvedene dvije uvijene plasti~ne linije u obliku slova S koje se na
sredini dodiruju u zakovici. U ulegnu}ima linija na sredini zatiljnog {titnika nalaze se dvije maske,
kakve se nalaze i sa strane na krajevima uvijenih linija, samo su one vodoravno postavljene. Maske
imaju plasti~no prikazane o~i, nos i usta. Na gotovo pravokutno izvedenim obrazinama koje se laga-
no pro{iruju i zaobljuju prema donjem dijelu, a koje su visile preko trodijelnog {arnira s ~eonog {tit-
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21 WINDL 1975: T. XXI,2; SCHAAFF 1977: 202;
1980: 402-403, Abb. 7,2, Abb. 8, T. 19,1; 1988: 304, Abb.
23,2; BO@I^ 1984: 82, sl. 38; GU[TIN 1990: 122, Sl. 3,3;
BO@I^ 1987: 876, sl. 46,9; 1999b: 171.

22 VINSKI-GASPARINI 1959: T. III,16; WINDL 1975:
T. XV;15; SCHAAFF 1986: 830, Abb. 23,2; 1988: 304,
Abb. 20-22; BO@I^ 1999b: 171.



nika, prikazi su glave goveda istaknutih rogova. Uz rub su bron~ana poja~anja, a na dnu je zakovica
s alkicom za pri~vr{}ivanje remena. Poja~anja se nalaze i po rubovima ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika.
Na sredini kalote, iznad ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika, srcoliko je o{te}enje u kojem je mo`da bio jo{
neki ukras. Grob je datiran u 2.–1. st. pr. Kr. (RAEV – SIMONENKO – TREISTER 1995: 468,
476–478, Fig. 10, T. 29; SIMONENKO 2001: 259, Abb. 38,1). Sli~na je kaciga prona|ena u tumulu
II iz Cugira (CRIªAN 1993: Pl. 11) koji je datiran u kraj 2. i po~etak 1. st. pr. Kr. U grobu su jo{ pro-
na|eni kasnolatenski ma~ u koricama, umbo i `vale tra~kog tipa. Kalota i zatiljni {titnik na~injeni su
od jednog komada, ~ime ona konstrukcijski ne bi pripadala kacigama tipa Novo Mesto. Jedino
zaobljene obrazine kacige iz Cugira na kojima se nalaze jedna ve}a te tri manje zakovice sli~e poje-
dinim obrazinama koje se nalaze na kacigama tipa Novo Mesto (RUSTOIU 2002: 43, Fig. 26,1).

Najsli~niji nalaz kacigama tipa Novo Mesto sa slovenskih i hrvatskih nalazi{ta prona|en je u
sarmatskom grobu 1 iz Ja{kul’a u Kalmikiji. Rije~ je o naknadnom ukopu u tumul u kojem je prona-
|en srebrni zatiljni {titnik kacige isto~nokeltskog tipa. [titnik se nalazio u ni{i isto~no od pokojnika.
Rije~ je o poluovalnom zatiljnom {titniku s bron~anim obrubom kao poja~anjem, koji je ukra{en sa
~etiri puta izvedenim M-motivom iznad i ispod kojih se nalazi osamnaest zakovica s glavicom podi-
jeljenom na ~etiri polja koja su {rafirana, poput zakovica iz Sesveta i Bele Cerkev. [titnik je prona-
|en s konjskom opremom, pa se stoga pretpostavlja da je bio ukras na prsima konja izme|u falera. O
njegovoj dugoj uporabi svjedo~e i tragovi dorade. Grob je datiran u drugu polovicu 1. st. (OTCHIR-
-GORIAEVA 2002: 362–363, 370–372, Abb. 2,9, Abb. 8, Abb. 9,4).

Za nalaze iz Ja{kul’a i Boiko-Ponure pretpostavljeno je da prikazuju isto~nu rutu keltskih ut-
jecaja koja je preko Balkana i Karpata vodila ka sjevernocrnomorskom podru~ju potkraj 2. i u prvoj
polovici 1. st. pr. Kr., sve do gornjeg i srednjeg Dnjepra. Tako|er, u gradovima uz Crno more prona-
|eni su i drugi predmeti latenske kulture koji, osim o uspostavljenim kontaktima, svjedo~e i o nase-
ljavanju pojedinih keltskih zajednica na to podru~je (TREISTER 1993: 796–798).

Pojedini konstrukcijski elementi navedenih `eljeznih i bron~anih kasnolatenskih kaciga tipa
Novo Mesto upu}uju na njihovo mogu}e porijeklo, ali ujedno nose i neka simboli~na zna~enja.

Tako su oblikom obrazine kacige iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke najbli`e `eljeznim obrazinama
iz groba 1656/58 iz Mihova kao i groba 169 s Beletova vrta na kojima se tako|er nalaze po tri zako-
vice. Na obrazini iz groba 169 u Novom Mestu prikaz je psa ili vuka, a na obrazini iz spomenutoga
groba iz Mihova tako|er je prikaz ptice s dugim {iljastim kljunom te jednom nogom koja zavr{ava s
tri kand`e. Razlika je jedino u obliku zakovica koje su na obrazinama s Beletova vrta s kri`nim ure-
zima, a na obrazini iz Mihova su zakovice s motivom {rafiranog propelera (SCHAAFF 1980: 402,
Abb. 7,1–2; GU[TIN 1990: 122, sl. 3,3). Prikaz ptice s dugim {iljastim kljunom, s jednom nogom s
tri kand`e i savijenim repom nalazi se i na bron~anim obrazinama kacige s Vinjeg vrha (SCHAAFF
1980: 402, Abb. 7,3; GU[TIN 1990: 122, sl. 3,2).

Na kacigama tipa Novo Mesto nalaze se i obrazine zaobljenog oblika, kako to pokazuju
primjeri iz groba 1656/27 iz Mihova, zatim iz groba 5 iz Idrije te iz groba iz Siemiechowa. Mogu}e
je kako je i kaciga prona|ena u Ljubljanici tako|er imala zaobljene obrazine. One su mo`da iskazi-
vale utjecaj zapadnokeltskih kaciga ili tipa Port na kojima se nalaze obrazine takvog oblika
(SCHAAFF 1988: Abb. 1), odnosno kako su one proizvod neke zapadnije radionice kaciga tipa No-
vo Mesto koja je mogla biti pod utjecajem zapadnokeltskih kaciga. Tako|er, za zaobljene obrazine
isto~nokeltskih kaciga pretpostavlja se kako potje~u od helenisti~kih, odnosno italskih kaciga
(SCHAAFF 1988: 302).

Zakovice ukra{ene kri`nim motivom, osim na kacigi iz Save i groba 169 s Beletova vrta, za-
bilje`ene su i na kacigi iz tumula Boiko-Ponura. S druge strane, zakovice s glavicom podijeljenom
na ~etiri polja koja su {rafirana i koje su bile ispunjene crvenim emajlom, nalaze se na kacigi iz Save
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kod Sesveta, Bele Cerkev i Ja{kul’a. One se smatraju karakteristi~nim za kasnolatensku ostav{tinu
sjeverno od Alpa, gdje su izdvojene kao varijanta 1a. Na jednak je na~in datirana varijana 2b koju
oprimjeruju zakovice s motivom {rafiranog propelera kakve se nalaze na kacigi iz groba 1656/58 u
Mihovu (BO@I^ 1993: 143: CHALLET 1992: 118–123, Fig. 76-var. 1a, Fig. 77-var. 2b).

Tako|er, ~etiri puta ponovljen M-motiv, izveden iskucavanjem iznutra te okru`en zako-
vicama koji je smje{ten na koso postavljenom zatiljnom {titniku, oblikovan je na sli~an na~in na
kacigama iz Stare Gradi{ke, Sesveta, Bele Cerkev i Ja{kul’a, {to ih svrstava u istu skupinu kaciga
tipa Novo Mesto, ~ime bi se definiralo njihovo radioni~ko porijeklo, ali i vremensko odre|enje.

RASPROSTRANJENOST I KRONOLOGIJA KACIGA TIPA NOVO MESTO
Na naseljima i grobljima s kraja 2. i 1. st. pr. Kr. prona|ene su `eljezne kacige koje se razliku-

ju od ranijih tipova keltskih kaciga. Za kasnolatenske kacige, naj~e{}e `eljezne, karakteristi~na su
pojedina konstrukcijska rje{enja, primjerice polukuglasta kalota koja nije imala tjemeno poja~anje,
osim kaciga iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke, a sa strane nalaze se obrazni {titnici koji su bili pri~vr{}eni
preko {arnira. S obzirom na konstrukcijske elemente, kasnolatenske kacige podijeljene su na tri
skupine: jednodijelne kacige koje su rasprostranjene u Francuskoj i [vicarskoj, zatim dvodijelne
koje su sastavljene od kalote i zatiljnog {titnika tipa Port koji se nalazi zapadno i isto~no od Alpa te
trodijelne kacige tipa Novo Mesto koje se sastoje od kalote te ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika, a nalaze se
na isto~nokeltskom prostoru (SCHAAFF 1986: 830–833, Abb. 24; 1988: 302).

Kasnolatenske kacige tipa Novo Mesto na osnovi tehnolo{kih i tipolo{kih karakteristika ka-
cige iz Mihova te obrazina iz Novog Mesta i Vinjeg vrha, pri obradi groba 169 s Beletova vrta u No-
vome Mestu, izdvojio je U. Schaaff. Osnovna karakteristika kaciga isto~nokeltskog tipa je njihovo
sastavljanje od tri dijela – polukuglaste kalote te ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika koji su na mjestu spaja-
nja s kalotom jo{ poja~ani izbo~enim rebrom i za koju su pri~vr{}ene brojne zakovice. [titnici su za
kalotu, kako to dobro pokazuje kaciga iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke, spojeni zakovicama, u ovom slu-
~aju `eljeznim. Rubovi ~eonog i zatiljnog {titnika jo{ imaju poja~anje U-presjeka. Ve}ina isto~no-
keltskih kaciga ima izrez za uho preko kojeg su s unutarnje strane sponom ili lemljenjem povezani
rubni dijelovi. Zatiljni {titnik ukra{en je plasti~nim ornamentom i/ili zakovicama. Sastavni dio kaci-
ge su i obrazni {titnici lica koji su s dvama trakastim sponama i s dvije zakovice spojeni sa strane za
unutarnji dio ~eonog {titnika. Obrazine su visile preko peterodijelnog {arnira. Pojedine obrazine u-
kra{ene su zoomorfnim prikazima, a na njima se jo{ nalaze i do tri zakovice s ukra{enim glavicama
(SCHAAFF 1980: 403; 1988: 304, Abb. 20–22). Ve}ina je kaciga u cijelosti izra|ena od `eljeza. Iz-
nimke su sa~uvani ~eoni i zatiljni {titnik te obrazine kacige iz Bele Cerkve koji su od bronce
(SCHAAFF 1988: 307, Abb. 23),23 zatim gotovo identi~an dio zatiljnog {titnika iz Save kod Sesve-
ta, a kaciga iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke je bimetalna, sastavljena od `eljezne polukuglaste kalote te
bron~anih {titnika. Jedino je od srebra izra|en zatiljni {titnik iz Ja{kul’a.

Za razliku od kaciga isto~nokeltskog tipa, one zapadnokeltske izra|ene su od jednog dijela,
sa istaknutom profilacijom u donjem dijelu te pro{irenjem na mjestu zatiljnog {titnika. Donji rubni
dio vodoravno je postavljen i na njemu se kao ukras nalaze zakovice. Obrazine su visile sa strane, a
bile su zaobljene sa savijenim gornjim krajem u cijev kao dio {arnira. Zapadnokeltske kacige dosad
su poznate s naselja i grobova u Francuskoj i [vicarskoj (SCHAAFF 1988: 303–304, Abb. 16–19).

Na zapadnim i isto~nim keltskim podru~jima, od Francuske i [vicarske do Slovenije, prona-
|ene su kasnolatenske kacige tip Port, za koje je karakteristi~no da su sastavljene od dva dijela – ka-
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lote i zatiljnog {titnika. Na ~eonom dijelu kalote nalazi se plasti~ni krilasti ornament, a na zatiljnom
{titniku su narebrenja. Dvije zakovice sa strana pri~vr{}uju {arnir preko kojeg vise zaobljene obra-
zine koje su sli~ne onima sa zapadnokeltskog tipa (SCHAAFF 1988: 307, Abb. 25, Abb. 26–28).

Ve}ina trodijelnih kaciga isto~nokeltskog tipa ili tipa Novo Mesto potje~e s podru~ja Slove-
nije iz grobova mokrono{ke skupine datiranih u 1. st. pr. Kr. (SCHAAFF 1986: 833; 1988: 307,
Abb. 24; GU[TIN 1984: 333)24, pri ~emu su u najve}em broju prona|ene na nalazi{tima u dolini
Krke u Dolenjskoj, gdje njihovo prilaganje u grobove mo`da zna~i odraz tradicije ranijeg obi~aja
polaganja kaciga koje su bile oznaka dru{tvenog polo`aja pokojnika (GU[TIN 1990: 124, sl. 4;
1991: 53–54, Abb. 28). Na osnovi nalaza u grobu 169 s Beletova vrta, koji predstavlja najstariju cje-
linu s kacigom, U. Schaaff datirao ih je u kasni laten (SCHAAFF 1980: 403). S druge strane, mla|a
je kaciga iz groba iz Bele Cerkve sa `eljeznim ma~em koji se nalazi u bron~anim koricama s ukra-
som na proboj, koji je time datiran u Mokronog IIIb stupanj, odnosno u drugu polovicu 1. st. pr. Kr.
(BO@I^ 1999: 211; 1999a: 159). Jo{ je mla|i grob 1656/58 iz Mihova u kojem se nalazio rimski
gladij.25 Malo starija je kaciga iz bogato opremljenoga groba 5 iz Idrije pokraj Ba~e koji je datiran u
sredinu 1. st. pr. Kr. (GU[TIN 1990: 124).

Obi~aj prilaganja kaciga u grobove kako opisani nalazi pokazuju, nakon ranolatenskih nala-
za, zabilje`en je ponovno u kasnom latenu, kada su se na prostorima Dolenjske i Poso~ja pojavile
`eljezne kacige ve}inom u grobovima istaknutih pojedinaca koji su datirani u stupnjeve Mokronog
IIIa–b, odnosno u stupanj IVa poso~ke skupine.26

Tako se kao starije, a {to potvr|uju i drugi nalazi iz zatvorenih grobnih cjelina, prikazuju ka-
cige iz groba 169 s Beletova vrta, zatim kaciga iz groba 1656/27 iz Mihova, pa kacige iz Ljubljani-
ce, groba 25 iz Siemiechowa te tumula Boiko-Ponura. Navedene kacige imaju strmiji zatiljni {titnik
ukra{en plasti~nim linijama. Mla|e bi bile kacige s bron~anim vodoravnim ~eonim i kosim zatilj-
nim {titnicima iz Save kod Sesveta i Stare Gradi{ke, iz groba na Strmcu pokraj Bele Cerkve, zatim
`eljezna kaciga iz spomenutoga groba 1656/58 s gladijem iz Mihova te ulomak srebrnog zatiljnog
{titnika iz Ja{kul’a. Tako|er, na tim se kacigama na zatiljnom {titniku nalazi ~etiri puta izveden mo-
tiv u obliku slova M koji je okru`en zakovicama, a na vodoravno postavljenom izbo~enom dijelu
~eonog {titnika jo{ je jedno polumjese~asto poja~anje sa zakovicama. Tako se ulomak iz Save kod
Sesveta te kaciga iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke, uz izravne usporedbe u zatvorenoj grobnoj cjelini na
Strmcu u Beloj Cerkvi, mogu datirati u mla|i dio Lt D, odnosno u Lt D2 ili Mokronog IIIb, odnosno
u kraj prve i u drugu polovicu 1. st. pr. Kr. Navedene su kacige posebno karakteristi~ne za nalazi{ta
smje{tena u porje~ju Krke te na Gorjancima gdje se najvjerojatnije mogu smjestiti i radionice za nji-
hovu izradu iz kojih su dospjeli ulomak iz Sesveta te kaciga iz Stare Gradi{ke. Time se jo{ jednom
potvr|uje sna`na povezanost izme|u nalazi{ta mokrono{ke skupine u Dolenjskoj i u slovenskom
dijelu Posavine s nalazi{tima latenske kulture izme|u Ple{ivice i Medvednice i dalje na istok sve do
srednje Posavine.
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24 U. Schaaff jo{ spominje nesiguran nalaz kacige is-
to~nokeltskog tipa iz paljevinskoga groba iz Vercellia u Pi-
jemontu.

25 SCHAAFF 1980: 402-403, Abb. 7,2, Abb. 8, T.
19,1; 1988: 304, Abb. 23,2; BO@I^ 1984: 82, sl. 38;
GU[TIN 1990: 122, sl. 3,3; 1987: 876, sl. 46,9; 1999b:
171).

26 SCHAAFF 1980: 402-403; GU[TIN 1984: 333;
BO@I^ 1984: 82; 1987: 876-878; SCHAAFF 1988: 304,
Abb. 24; GU[TIN 1990: 128, sl. 4; 1991: 53-54, 78, Abb.
28; BO@I^ 1999: 210-211. Prilaganje kaciga u kasnolaten-
ske grobove zabilje`eno je na ju`noalpskom prostoru od
zapadnog ruba Furlanije do Ligurije.



OKOLNOSTI I SIMBOLIKA NALAZA

Bimetalna kaciga tipa Novo Mesto prona|ena je u vrijeme niskog vodostaja rijeke Save ne-
daleko od Stare Gradi{ke. I drugi nalaz kacige tipa Novo Mesto iz sredi{nje Hrvatske, ulomak bron-
~anog zatiljnog {titnika, tako|er je prona|en pri eksploataciji {ljunka u Savi kod Sesveta (SOKOL
2001: 17). Da nije rije~ o usamljenim nalazima kasnolatenskih kaciga u tzv. vodenom kontekstu na
prostoru rasprostiranja mokrono{ke skupine, svjedo~i i nalaz kacige istog tipa na utoku Ljubije u
Ljubljanicu (GU[TIN 1990: 121).

U deponiranju predmeta tijekom mla|eg `eljeznog doba u razli~ite kontekste, „mu{ka kom-
ponenta« prikazana je nalazima naoru`anja. U tome se primje}uje odre|ena selekcija koja nije slu-
~ajna, a podijeljena je na tri osnovne skupine: oru`je deponirano u ostavama oru|a u kojima je frag-
mentirano i vjerojatno namijenjeno daljnjoj preradi; oru`je koje je `rtvovano kao {to su pojedina~ni
nalazi iz vode; oru`je iz skupnih nalaza u kojima je namjerno o{te}ivano (KURZ 1995: 116).27

Pohrana pojedina~nih predmeta, kakva je kaciga iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke, naju`e je pove-
zana s njihovom vrijedno{}u, {to je na neki na~in potvr|eno i spoznajama kako se na prostorima za-
padne i srednje Europe kacige rijetko prila`u u grobove, upravo zbog njihove velike vrijednosti
(KURZ 1995: 76). Tako|er, sama funkcija kacige kao predmeta koji {titi glavu, koja ima istaknuto
zna~enje u keltskim vjerovanjima i ritualima, mogla je utjecati na razloge deponiranja takvog jed-
nog presti`nog predmeta (HÄRTL 2005: 65). Sam ~in darivanja istaknutih i vrijednih predmeta
naoru`anja, npr kaciga i ma~eva, upu}uje tako na postojanje istaknutih pripadnika zajednice kojima
su oni bili oznake statusa i ranga (KURZ 1995: 116). Tako|er, rijetko je zabilje`eno da se u ostave
polagalo kvalitetnije oru`je ili obrambeno naoru`anje, koje se ipak ~e{}e nalazi u sveti{tima, zatim
u okviru skupnih nalaza kao i u vodenom kontekstu.

Zapadnokeltske i isto~nokeltske kacige, prema U. Schaaffu, ve}inom su poznate iz grobova i
naselja, osim kaciga tipa Port koje su zabilje`ene i u skupnim nalazima te sveti{tima. Nalazi iz Save
i Ljubljanice pokazuju kako se u vodenom kontekstu mogu prona}i i kacige tipa Novo Mesto, za
koje se vjerojatno mo`e pretpostaviti kako su bile `rtveni darovi, mo`da bogovima podzemlja
(MAIER 2001: 145). U vodenom kontekstu dokumentirane su i mla|e bron~ane kacige tipa Man-
nheim i tipa Buggenum (KURZ 1995: 85–86).28 S druge strane, kacige tipa Novo Mesto u najve}em
su broju prona|ene u grobovima u Dolenjskoj, gdje njihovo prilaganje u grobove najvjerojatnije
zna~i odraz tradicije ranijeg obi~aja polaganja kaciga u grobove pod tumulima u kojima su bile oz-
naka dru{tvenog polo`aja pokojnika (GU[TIN 1990: 124, sl. 4; 1991: 53–54, Abb. 28). Ta bi spoz-
naja potvr|ivala ve} od prije dokumentiranu sna`nu autohtonu hal{tatsku komponentu izdvojenu na
nalazi{tima mokrono{ke skupine u Dolenjskoj (BO@I^ 1999; KRI@ 2005).

Darivanje cjelovitog oru`ja u vode u suprotnosti je s grobnim nalazima gdje je prilagano neu-
potrebljivo oru`je o{te}eno savijanjem. Za cjelovite predmete naoru`anja koje je polagano u vode
smatra se kako je rije~ o pozicioniranju oru`ja u zagrobni svijet, za razliku od o{te}ivaja oru`ja iz
skupnih nalaza koje je bilo plijen te zapravo simbolizira nemo} protivnika (KURZ 1995: 117).29
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27 Oru`je se u ostavama naj~e{}e pojavljuje kao frag-
mentirano, pri ~emu se naj~e{}e nalaze koplja. Kacige se
ina~e ne pojavljuju u ostavama, samo u iznimnim slu~aje-
vima, npr. u ostavama iz Negove i Vetulonije (KURZ
1995: 34-36).

28 U grobovima u ju`noj Njema~koj primje}uje se ne-
dostatak naoru`anja, {to zamijenjuju nalazi iz vode. Jedna-
ka je situacija zabilje`ena u srednjoj Europi od Lt B otkada

se kacige rijetko nalaze u grobovima, dok se s druge strane
nalaze u vodi (KURZ 1995: 103).

29 GREEN 1998: 177. @rtvovanje spaljivajem bilo je
namijenjeno Taranisu, `rtve koje su bile obje{ene na drve-
}e prinosile su se Esusu, a one koje su bile utopljene odno-
sile su se na Teutates. Time se predstavlja povezanost s
osnovnim elementima `ivota, zrakom, vatrom i vodom.



Sam ~in `rtvovanja imao je jasno i nedvosmisleno zna~enje, a podrazumijeva uni{tavanje ne-
koga ili ne~ega, odnosno premje{tanje s ovozemaljskog svijeta kako bi se postigla dobrobit za one
ili onoga koji prinosi `rtvu. Takav pozitivan ishod mo`e zna~iti dobitak ili odbijanje, odnosno `rtvo-
vanje se poduzima radi pozitivnog ostvarivanja ili odbijanja negativne premise. U svim religijskim
sustavima predmet `rtvovanja ima sredi{nje zna~enje, s nagla{enom polarnosti koja se ogleda izme-
|u smrti s jedne strane te obnavljanja/o`ivljavanja s druge strane (GREEN 1998: 169–170). Naj-
va`nije odrednice `rtvovanja imaju oznaku davanja ili razdvajanja. @rtvovanje davanjem ima vi{e
raznolikih zna~enja, od zahtjeva da se ne{to desi ili ne desi, zatim mo`e biti odgovor na stanje krize,
pa se provodi radi udobrovoljenja ili umirenja kako bi se ne{to postiglo u odnosu na nadnaravne si-
le, ili posrijedi mo`e biti zahvalnost za uspjeh u bici, za dobro zdravlje, ro|enje zdravog djeteta, oz-
dravljenje ili uspjeh u gospodarskom pothvatu. Razdvajanje je tako|er va`no u djelotvornosti pri-
no{enja `rtve. Svetost podrazumijeva odvajanje od ljudskog svijeta te razdaljinu izme|u svetoga i
profanoga koja se jedino mo`e premostiti putem `rtvenih darova. Za uspje{nost prinesene `rtve pot-
rebno ju je fizi~ki ili metafori~ki prenijeti iz stvarnog svijeta, {to se mo`e posti}i ukopavanjem u tlo,
~ime `rtva postaje nevidljiva i nedostupna. Sli~no vrijedi i za deponiranje `rtvenih darova u vodu ili
u mo~varno tlo, ili se posve}eno tlo ogra|uje ~ime ograda postaje sveta razdjelnica koja {titi provo-
|enje ovozemaljske manifestacije nadnaravnog svijeta. Najzna~ajniji trenutak u tom razdvajanju je
sam ~in ubijanja koji se mo`e usporediti s ritualnim uni{tenjem neduhovnih votivnih darova kao {to
su naoru`anje, nakit ili posu|e (GREEN 1998: 170–173).

Tako se, za kacigu iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke, kao i nalaz iz istog konteksta iz okolice Sesve-
ta, mo`e pretpostaviti kako je rije~ o `rtvama prinesenim bogovima podzemlja koja je trebalo umi-
lostiviti ili su ona trebala osigurati nekakav nepoznati dobitak za vlasnika kaciga ili cijelu zajednicu,
mo`da umiriti divlju }ud rijeke Save. Me|utim, vjerojatno }e tek s porastom otkri}a takvih nalaza
na ju`nopanonskom tlu i njihovo zna~enje biti mnogo jasnije.

Osim u samome mjestu pronalaska, simbolika se na kacigi iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke pre-
poznaje i u pojedinim prikazima na njoj koji imaju simboli~ko zna~enje.

Tako se na krajevima sredi{njeg poja~anja na kaloti nalaze ljudske maske ispod kojih su
smje{tena po dva motiva trojnog zavoja (slika 5–6). Taj motiv prikazuje Sunce i ~esto se nalazi na
predmetima latenske kulture. Sunce predstavljaju i prikazi barskih ptica dugih {iljastih kljunova ko-
je se naj~e{}e i nalaze na obrazinama kaciga tipa Novo Mesto.

Nedvojbeno nadregionalno simboli~ko zna~enje u ostav{tini latenske kulture imaju prikazi
dvaju ljudskih maski, koje najvjerojatnije prikazuju dekapitiranu glavu, odnosno tzv. têtes coupées,
za koju se izvori pronalaze u tra~ko-skitskim, orijentalnim i etru{~anskim utjecajima (HÄRTL
2005: 23–24). Ina~e, za maske se smatra kako zna~e za{titu, odnosno imaju apotropejsko zna~enje
kad se pojavljuju na naoru`anju ili konjskoj opremi, ~esto kao zavr{na dekoracija na predmetima
kao {to su dr`ci ma~eva ili kop~i, zatici osovine kota~a (POLENZ 1974: 396; MEGAW – MEGAW
1996: 164–165; HÄRTL 2005: 13, 27–29).30 Osim na ratni~koj ili konjskoj opremi (POLENZ 1974;
KRÄMER – SCHUBERT 1979), prikazi maski zabilje`eni su i na ata{ama posuda (PESCHEL
1988/1989). Pretpostavlja se kako se predlo`ak za keltske maske manjih veli~ina nalazi na etru{~an-
skom nakitu i oru|u (PESCHEL 1988/1989, 85). Tako maske s kacige iz Save daju za{titu za njezina
nositelja kojeg {tite gledaju}i i opa`aju}i opasnost sprijeda, ali i straga, ~ime mu trebaju osigurati
potpunu sigurnost.
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30 S uni{tenoga groblja u Kupinovu u Srijemu potje~e
savijeni srednjolatenski ma~ ~ija je dr{ka zavr{avala prika-

zom ljudske maske (MAJNARI]-PAND@I] 1970: 29, T.
XVIII,3).



S prostora mokrono{ke skupine prikazi ljudskih maski, osim na novcu, dosad su bili poznati
s ramena kantharosa iz srednjolatenskog paljevinskoga groba 40 s Kandije u Novom Mestu. Maske
su postavljene na nasuprotnim stranama posude. O~i su izvedene u obliku plasti~no istaknute zje-
nice okru`ene `lijebom, a obrve su nazna~ene to~kicama koje su polukru`no postavljene. Nos je
plasti~no istaknut, a usta su polukru`no savijena. Kosa nije nazna~ena. Tako|er, ru~ke kantharosa u
donjem dijelu zavr{avaju ovnovskim glavicama. Za kantharos s Kandije pretpostavljeno je isto~no-
keltsko porijeklo s usporedbama na nalazi{tima u Transdanubiji i Potisju (KNEZ – SZABÓ 1980–
1981). Ljudke maske nalaze se i na zlatnim perlama iz ostave Szárad-Regöly, ali su ra|ene posve u
drugoj maniri (SZABÓ 1971: 56, Pl. 49–50) i ne pripadaju istom izvoru kao maske s kacige.

Maske s kacige najbli`e su prikazima na novcu, odnosno na tetradrahmama tipa Frontalge-
sicht ili obraznog tipa koji je u najve}em broju prona|en u isto~noj Sloveniji kako u okviru ostava,
npr. Dobrna Retje, Lemberg, tako i kroz pojedina~ne nalaze s Vinjeg vrha, odakle je poznat i nalaz
isto~nokeltske kacige, zatim s Podbo~ja, Samobora, Tounja. Obrazni tip svrstava se u mla|u grupu
tzv. isto~nonori~kog novca, odnosno onog koji je kovala plemenska zajednica Tauriska. Na dnu
aversa nalazi se frontalni prikaz glave iznad koje je dijadem, a na reversu je prikaz konja. Pretpos-
tavlja se kako se kovnica mo`da nalazila na tlu Celja, iako je najve}i broj nalaza dokumentiran uz
Savu i Krku, ~ime se pokazuje mogu}e mjesto njihova kovanja (KOS 1977: 19, 47, Karta 3, T.
24,22–24, T. 25,1, T. 29,7–9, T. 34,3, T. 37, 1–2, T. 36,4, T. 37,7), a {to bi se podudaralo i s rasprosti-
ranjem isto~nokeltskih kaciga tipa Novo Mesto.

Tako|er, velike se sli~nosti nalaze i u maskama sa srebrnih falera iz ostave Manerbio sul
Mella kod Brescie koja je datirana u prvu polovicu 1. st. pr. Kr. Sa~uvane su dvije ve}e i dvanaest
manjih falera koje su vjerojatno oprema za dva konja. Na ve}im se falerama, uz rub, nalazi plasti~an
prikaz ljudskih maski, a u sredi{njem dijelu motiv je trojnog zavoja. Uz rub manjih falera smje{tene
su samo maske. One su ovalnog oblika s prikazom kose izvedene na sredini u obliku slova V, od ko-
je prema rubu slijede kose linije. O~i i nos su plasti~no istaknuti, obrve su perlasto prikazane, a usta
su savijena prema dolje. Sli~ne srebrne falere nalaze se jo{ u trako-pontskom krugu, pa je stoga pret-
postavljeno kako su proizvod radionice isto~nokeltskih Boja ili Tauriska ili mo`da podunavskih
Kelta (KRUTA 1975; KRUTA 1987: 64–69). Mogu}a datacija falera je i u okviru 2. st. pr. Kr., uz
mogu}nost kako su italske provinijencije (TIZZONI 1985: 22–24, T. 12–15). Falere iz Manerbia
mo`da pripadaju paru konja koji su vukli kola, gdje su se ve}e nalazile na prsima konja, a manje na
glavi (SCHÖNFELDER 2002: 257). One su datirane jedino na osnovi stilisti~ke analize maski i us-
poredbi s prikazima na srebrnim novcima Boja u stariju fazu kasnog latena. One pripadaju tipu 1 fa-
lera za koji je karakteristi~no sredi{nje izbo~enje koje mo`e biti razli~ito ukra{eno (van ENDERT
1991: 71–72).

Prikazi ljudskih maski na konjskoj opremi potje~u i s nalazi{ta Koilovtsi u sjevernoj Bugar-
skoj, gdje se u manjem tumulu nalazio bogato opremljen ratni~ki grob s konjskom opremom kojoj
pripada {est bron~anih elipsoidnih aplika s prikazom ljudskog lica en face. Po tri falere nalazile su
se sa svake strane na ormi glave konja, a na~injene su kao medaljoni s poja~anim rubom. Izme|u
glava i ruba postavljene su jo{ koncentri~ne kru`nice. Kosa je prikazana krajnje pojednostavljeno, s
kovr~ama na ~elu. O~i su izdu`ene, zjenice su nazna~ene to~kom, obrve su ravne, a nos {irokih nos-
nica. Usta su tako|er prikazana plasti~no i krajnje stilizirano. Nalaz je datiran u drugu polovicu 2. i
1. st. pr. Kr. te se smatra da je lokalni rad donjopodunavskih radionica za doma}u elitu (LAZA-
ROVA – PAUNOVA 2003: 52, 54, Fig. 11, Fig. 13).
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ZAKLJU^AK
Osim kacige iz Save, s prostora srednje Posavine dosad je poznato tek nekoliko nalaza koji se

mogu datirati u mla|e `eljezno doba i povezati s ostav{tinom latenske kulture.31 Tako iz nedalekog
Ma~kovca potje~e brona~ana glatka `i~ana fibula srednjolatenske sheme s lukom polukru`nog obri-
sa koji se zadebljava prema spirali sastavljenoj od dva ve}a navoja povezana izvana te s kratkom sa-
vijenom no`icom (BRUN[MID 1899–1900: 70; BALEN-LETUNI] 1998: 52). U istra`ivanjima
naselja kasnog bron~anog doba Cri{njevi u Ma~kovcu prona|ene su dvije tetradrahme tipa \ur|e-
vac (sl. 9–10)32 kao i pojedina~ni ulomci kasnolatenske keramike (KARAVANI] – MIHALJEVI]
– KALAFATI] 2002: 49). Na naselju u Donjoj Dolini u bosanskoj Posavini, odakle potje~e ve}i
broj nalaza latenske kulture datiranih od ranog do kraja kasnog latena, prona|ene su jo{ ~etiri tetrad-
rahme tipa \ur|evac (MARI] 1963: 79 pl. II,11–12, 14–15; 1964: 49 pl. XXII,4; POPOVI] 1987:
145). Navedene tetradrahme pripadaju tzv. isto~nonori~kom novcu koji je u ve}em broju, zajedno s
novcima tipa Samobor i Vara`din, zabilje`en na nalazi{tima u sjeverozapadnoj Hrvatskoj, a pove-
zuje se s rasprostranjeno{}u plemenskog saveza Tauriska (DUKAT – MIRNIK 1976: 190–192;
KOS 1977: 46; DIZDAR – POTREBICA 2005: 63–64, Map 3).

Tako kaciga iz Save kod Stare Gradi{ke nije usamljeni nalaz koji pokazuje usmjerenost sred-
nje Posavine prema zapadu, odnosno prostoru mokrono{ke skupine. Ipak, za definiranje etnika koji
je u mla|em `eljenom dobu boravio na tlu srednje Posavine, a u izvorima se spominju Oserijati koji
su obitavali zapadno od Breuka (NH 3.25.148), danas nedostaje vi{e istra`enih nalazi{ta.

Rukopis primljen: 19.X.2007.
Rukopis prihva}en: 28.X.2007.

146 M. MIHALJEVI] – M. DIZDAR: Late La Tène bronze helmet, VAMZ, 3.s., XL 117–146 (2007)

31 Ve}i broj nalaza latenske kulture poznat je s pod-
ru~ja susjedne bosanske Posavine, posebno s naselja i
groblja u Donjoj Dolini, odakle potje~u nalazi iz svih faza
razvoja latenske kulture, te iz uni{tenog kasnolatenskoga
groblja u Donjim Lamincima (TRUHELKA 1901; 1904).

32 Na odre|enju novca zahvaljujemo se Andreju [em-
rovu iz Narodnog muzeja u Ljubljani i Draganu Bo`i~u iz
In{tituta za arheologiju ZRC-SAZU u Ljubljani.


