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Sazetak

Hrvatski ogranak Talijanskog Cochrane Centra je osnovan 2008. godine s ci-
liem promicanja medicine utemeljene na dokazima, Cochrane kolaboracije
i Cochrane knjiznice (engl. The Cochrane Library) u Hrvatskoj te da potakne
hrvatske zdravstvene djelatnike da postanu autori Cochrane sustavnih preg-
lednih ¢lanaka. Od svog osnutka 1993. godine, Cochrane kolaboracija je pos-
vecena pripremanju, odrZavanju i promicanju sustavnih preglednih ¢lanaka
u korist klinicke medicinske prakse. Cochrane knjiZnica je rezultat meduna-
rodnog nastojanja tisuca dobrovoljaca i malog broja profesionalnog osoblja
zaposlenog u Cochrane centrima. Obzirom da je dijagnoza klju¢na sastavni-
ca zdravstvene skrbi, Cochrane knjiznica je uz sustavne pregledne clanke o
intervencijama u medicini nedavno pocela objavljivati i sustavne pregledne
¢lanke o tocnosti dijagnostickih testova. Glavni cilj Hrvatskog ogranka Talijan-
skog Cochrane centra jest pruZiti edukaciju na hrvatskom jeziku te potaknuti
interesne skupine u zdravstvu da se aktivnije ukljuce u koriStenje i stvaranje
najboljih dokaza koji ¢e koristiti pacijentima i klinickoj praksi. Ovaj clanak pru-
Za pregled strukture i osnovne informacije o Cochrane kolaboraciji, Cochrane
knjiznici, pristupu ovom resursu u Hrvatskoj te ciljeve Hrvatskog ogranka Tali-
janskog Cochrane centra.

Kljucne rijeci: sustavni pregledni ¢lanak; Cochrane kolaboracija; Cochrane
knjiznica; testovi dijagnosticke tocnosti
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Abstract

Croatian Branch of Italian Cochrane Center was established in 2008 to promo-
te evidence-based medicine, The Cochrane Collaboration and The Cochrane
Library in Croatia, and to encourage Croatian healthcare workers to become
authors of Cochrane systematic reviews. Ever since it was established in 1993
The Cochrane Collaboration has been devoted to preparing, maintaining and
promoting systematic reviews for the benefit of clinical medical practice. The
Cochrane Library is a result of the international effort of thousands of volun-
teers and very few professional staff employed at Cochrane entities. Besides
systematic reviews of interventions in medicine, The Cochrane Library recen-
tly started publishing also systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy,
as diagnosis is critical component of health care. The main goal of Croatian
branch of The Cochrane Collaboration is to provide education in Croatian lan-
guage and to encourage healthcare stakeholders in Croatia to engage more
actively in using and producing the best evidence that will benefit patients
and clinical practice. The present article provides review of structure and ba-
sic information about The Cochrane Collaboration, The Cochrane Library, ac-
cess to this resource in Croatia and goals for the Croatian Branch of Italian
Cochrane Center.
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Uvod

Hrvatski ogranak Talijanskog Cochrane centra (HOTCC) je
svojim osnutkom 2008. godine unio dasak svjezine u hr-
vatska dogadanja u medicini utemeljenoj na dokazima.
HOTCC je nakon dvogodisnjih priprema za osnivanje pos-
tao jedan od 26 medunarodnih centara Cochrane kolabo-
racije. Sva nastojanja su potekla od skupine entuzijasta s
Medicinskog fakulteta u Splitu i Croatian Medical Journala
koji su u Cochrane kolaboraciji vidjeli priliku za poboljsa-
nje medicinske prakse i predstavljanje Cochrane knjizni-
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Introduction

Croatian branch of Italian Cochrane center (CBICC) was
established in 2008 and brought a whiz of fresh air into
evidence-based medicine (EBM) movement in Croatia.
CBICC is one of 26 international centers of The Cochrane
Collaboration, and preparations for establishing CBICC
took about two years. All this effort was invested because
a group of enthusiasts from University of Split School of
Medicine and Croatian Medical Journal saw The Cochra-
ne Collaboration as an opportunity for enhancing medi-
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ce, vaznog izvora informacija za donosenje klini¢kih odlu-
ka, hrvatskim zdravstvenim djelatnicima.

Cochrane kolaboracija

Cochrane kolaboracija je jedinstvena svjetska neprofit-
na organizacija ciji je cilj pomoci u donosenju informira-
nih odluka za sve oblike zdravstvene skrbi pripremanjem,
odrzavanjem i promicanjem dostupnosti sustavnih preg-
lednih ¢lanaka o ucincima zdravstvenih intervencija (1).
Obzirom da se sustavni pregledni ¢lanci zasnivaju na zah-
tjevnoj metodologiji, varijabilne su kvalitete te im prijeti
opasnost od brzog zastarijevanja. Zadatak Cochrane ko-
laboracije je da izbjegava dupliciranje, potice autore da
obnavljaju vlastite pregledne ¢lanke, promice svoje resu-
rse i pruza podrsku autorima preglednih ¢lanaka.
Cochrane kolaboracija je osnovana 1993. godine te nosi
ime britanskog epidemiologa, Archija Cochranea. Podatci
iz Cochrane knjiznice iz 2004. godine pokazuju da vise od
11,500 pojedinaca, od kojih je polovica autora Cochrane
sustavnih preglednih ¢lanaka, u preko 90 zemalja radi za
Cochrane kolaboraciju. Taj broj se povecavao za otprilike
20% svake godine u posljednjih pet godina. Povecanje
broja suradnika iz zemalja s nizim, nizim srednjim i viSim
srednjim dohotkom je ¢ak i veci, povecao se na vise od
1000 (9,3%) 2004. godine - 5to je povecanje od 42% u od-
nosu na 2003. godinu, te 248% vise od 2000. godine (2).
Clanovi Cochrane kolaboracije su organizirani u pet raz-
licitih skupina: Cochrane skupine za pregledne ¢lanke
koje se sastoje od pojedinaca koji pripremaju, odrzavaju
i obnavljaju Cochrane pregledne ¢lanke i pojedinaca ko-
ji ih podupiru u tom procesu, Cochrane centara, kao $to
je HOTCC, koji podrzavaju Cochrane suradnike i njihove
aktivnosti u njihovom zemljopisnom i jezichom podrugju,
Skupine za metode koje razvijaju nove metodologije za
Cochrane sustavne pregledne ¢lanke, Mreze koje se foku-
siraju na druge dimenzije zdravstvene skrbi osim konkret-
nih zdravstvenih problema, kao $to je smjestaj u kojem se
pruza njega, tip korisnika ili tip intervencije te MreZe paci-
jenata koja pruza informacije i forum za umrezavanje me-
du korisnicima (uglavnom bolesnicima) (2).

Glavni proizvod Cochrane kolaboracije je Cochrane knjiz-
nica koju objavljuje izdava¢ John Wiley and Sons. Surad-
nja s komercijalnim izdavacem ima neke prednosti i ne-
dostatke. Prednost ove kooperacije je da Cochrane kola-
boracija ne treba trositi svoje oskudne resurse i osoblje na
proces objavljivanja i oglasavanja preglednih ¢lanaka, a
prihodi dobiveni od pretplata se dijele izmedu poduzeca
Wiley i Cochrane kolaboracije. Glavna mana je da je ko-
mercijalni izdavac upravo to — komercijalan pa stoga Coc-
hrane knjiznica nema publikacije s otvorenim pristupom.
Za pristup je potrebno imati osobnu pretplatu ili pretpla-
tu preko ustanove. Mnoge zemlje su pribavile nacionalni
pristup $to znadi da se Knjiznici moze pristupiti s bilo ko-
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cal practice and introducing Croatian healthcare workers
to The Cochrane Library, important source of information
for clinical decisions.

The Cochrane Collaboration

The Cochrane Collaboration is a unique, worldwide, no-
n-profit organization that aims to help people make we-
[l-informed decisions about all forms of health care by
preparing, maintaining and promoting the accessibility
of systematic reviews of the effects of health care inter-
ventions (1).

A systematic review is a literature review focused on a
single question that tries to identify, appraise, select and
synthesize all high quality research evidence relevant to
that question. Systematic reviews of high-quality ran-
domized controlled trials are crucial to evidence-based
medicine. An understanding of systematic reviews and
how to implement them in practice is becoming manda-
tory for all professionals involved in the delivery of health
care. Systematic review may contain meta-analysis, a sta-
tistical method that combines results of several different
studies, but there are also systematic reviews where meta
analysis is not appropriate for various reasons (2).

Since systematic reviews are based on demanding met-
hodology, they can be of variable quality and quickly be-
come out of date, The Cochrane Collaboration is addres-
sing all these issues by avoiding duplication, encouraging
authors to update their reviews, promoting its resources
and providing support to review authors.

The Cochrane Collaboration was founded in 1993 and na-
med after British epidemiologist, Archie Cochrane. Data
from The Cochrane Library in 2004 show that there are
more than 11,500 people working within The Cochra-
ne Collaboration in over 90 countries, half of whom are
authors of Cochrane Reviews. The number of people has
increased by about 20% every year for the last five yea-
rs. The increase in the number of contributors from low,
lower-middle and upper-middle income countries has
been even greater, to more than 1000 (9.3%) in 2004 - up
by 42% since 2003, and by 248% since 2000 (3).

The members of The Cochrane Collaboration are orga-
nized into groups, known as ‘entities’, of which there are
five different types: Cochrane Review Groups — made
of people who prepare, maintain and update Cochrane
reviews and people who support them in this process,
Cochrane Centers - like CBICC who support Cochrane
people and activities in their geographic and linguistic
area, Methods Groups that develop new methodologies
for Cochrane reviews, Networks that focus on dimensio-
ns of health care other than specific health care proble-
ms, such as the setting of care, the type of consumer or
the type of interventions, and Consumer Network, which
provides information and a forum for networking among
consumers (mostly patients) (3).
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jeg racunala u toj zemlji. Wiley takoder omogucuje bes-
platni pristup Cochrane knjiznici za najsiromasnije zemlje.
Kako bi sprijecili sukob interesa, Cochrane centri su suo-
¢eni s ogranicenjima pri prihvacanju financiranja od kor-
porativnih sponzora, posebice farmaceutskih kompanija.

Cochrane knjiznica

Cochrane knjiznica je zbir baza podataka koje sadrze viso-
kokvalitetne dokaze za informirano odlucivanje u zdrav-
stvu (1). Cochrane sustavni pregledni ¢lanci predstavljaju
najvisu razinu dokaza za dono3enje odluka u klinickom li-
jecenju.

Sustavni pregledni ¢lanak je pregled literature fokusiran
na jedno pitanje, a koji pokusava identificirati, procijeniti,
izabrati i sintetizirati sve visoko-kvalitetne znanstvene do-
kaze relevantne za postavljeno pitanje. Sustavni pregled-
ni ¢lanci visoko-kvalitetnih randomiziranih kontroliranih
pokusa su klju¢ni za medicinu utemeljenu na dokazima.
Razumijevanje sustavnih preglednih ¢lanaka i nacina na
koji se mogu implementirati u praksu danas je nuzno za
sve profesionalce zaposlene u zdravstvu. Sustavni preg-
ledni ¢lanci mogu sadrzavati meta-analizu, statisticku
metodu koja kombinira rezultate vise razli¢itih studija, ali
isto tako postoje i sustavni pregledni ¢lanci kod kojih me-
ta-analiza nije prikladna zbog niza razloga (3).

Uz Cochrane pregledne ¢lanke, Cochrane knjiznica pru-
za i druge izvore pouzdanih informacija: druge sazetke
sustavnih pregleda, procjene tehnologije, ekonomske
procjene te individualna klini¢ka ispitivanja — svi raspo-
loZivi dokazi su sakupljeni na jednom mjestu (4). Cochra-
ne knjiznica sadrzi slijedece resurse: Cochrane bazu sus-
tavnih preglednih ¢lanaka (engl. Cochrane Database of
Systematic Reviews), Bazu sazetaka preglednih ¢lanaka o
u¢incima (engl. Database of Abstracts of Review of Effec-
ts), Cochrane sredisnji registar kontroliranih pokusa (en-
gl. Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials), Registar
Cochrane metodologije (engl. Cochrane Methodology Re-
gister), Bazu procjena zdravstvene tehnologije (engl. Heal-
th Technology Assessment Database) i Bazu ekonomskih
evaluacija Nacionalne zdravstvene sluzbe (engl. National
Health Service Economic Evaluation Database). Drugo izda-
nje Cochrane knjiznice je 2009. godine sadrzavalo 5785
¢lanaka od kojih 3826 dovr3ena sustavna pregledna ¢lan-
ka i 1959 protokola (4).

Sustavni pregledni ¢lanci o tocnosti
dijagnostickih testova

Za Hrvatsko drustvo medicinskih biokemicara je vjerojat-
no najvaznije naglasiti da je u 2003. godini Cochrane kola-
boracija odlucila razviti bazu podataka sustavnih pregled-

nih ¢lanaka o to¢nosti dijagnostickih testova koji nadopu-
njuju Cochrane bazu sustavnih preglednih ¢lanaka (engl.
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The main product of The Cochrane Collaboration is The
Cochrane Library, which is published by John Wiley and
Sons Limited, and this cooperation with a commercial
publisher has some advantages and disadvantages. The
advantage of this cooperation is that The Cochrane Col-
laboration does not need to spend its scarce resources
and staff on the process of publishing and advertising
the reviews, and royalties that are earned through sub-
scriptions are shared between Wiley and The Cochrane
Collaboration. The main disadvantage is that commercial
publisher is - commercial, so The Cochrane Library is not
an open-access publication. To access it, one has to ha-
ve either institutional or personal subscription. Multiple
countries have purchased nation-wide access, which
means that every computer in that country can free-
ly access The Library. Also, Wiley provides The Cochrane
Library access free-of-charge to the poorest countries. To
prevent conflict of interest, Cochrane entities are limited
when it comes to using funds from corporate sponsors,
especially pharmaceutical companies.

The Cochrane Library

The Cochrane Library is a collection of databases that con-
tain high-quality, independent evidence to inform heal-
thcare decision-making. Cochrane systematic reviews
represent the highest level of evidence on which to ba-
se clinical treatment decisions. In addition to Cochrane
Reviews, The Cochrane Library provides other sources of
reliable information: other systematic reviews abstracts,
technology assessments, economic evaluations, and in-
dividual clinical trials — all the current evidence in one sin-
gle environment (4). The Cochrane Library has the followi-
ng resources: Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews,
Database of Abstracts of Review of Effects, Cochrane Cen-
tral Register of Controlled Trials, Cochrane Methodology
Register, Health Technology Assessment Database and
National Health Service Economic Evaluation Database.
The second edition of The Cochrane Library in 2009 con-
tained 5785 items, comprising 3826 complete systematic
reviews and 1959 protocols (4).

Systematic reviews of diagnostic test
accuracy

For Croatian Society of Medical Biochemists, it is probab-
ly the most important to emphasize that in 2003, The
Cochrane Collaboration decided to develop a database
of systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy that
complement the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews
(CDSR). Methodology for systematic reviews of test accu-
racy has progressed during the last decade, and these
reviews are now regularly published in medical journals.
A working group, led by members of the Screening and
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Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, CDSR). Metodo-
logija za sustavne pregledne ¢lanke o toc¢nosti testova je
dozivjela napredak u proslom desetljecu te se danas ovi
pregledni ¢lanci redovno objavljuju u medicinskim ¢aso-
pisima. Sastavljena je radna skupina predvodena ¢lanovi-
ma skupina za probiranje i metode dijagnostickih testova
uz doprinos upravljacke skupine i nekoliko Cochraneovih
urednickih skupina, kako bi vodila taj razvoj i proizvela
metodologiju, ra¢unalne programe i knjige (5).

Tocnost dijagnostickih testova je svojstvo dijagnostickog
testa da razlikuje osobe koje imaju bolest od onih koji je
nemaju (6). U studiji o to¢nosti testa, rezultati testa koji
se vrednuje - indeks test — se usporeduju s referentnim
standardom odredenim kod istih pacijenata. Razvoj me-
todologije za sustavne pregledne ¢lanke o studijama toc-
nosti dijagnostickih testova je dozivio znacajan napredak
posljednjih godina, no takvi pregledni ¢lanci su suoceni s
dva velika izazova: ograniceni su kvalitetom i dostupnos-
¢u studija o to¢nosti primarnih testova te je potreban do-
datni razvoj u podrugju interpretacije i prezentacije rezul-
tata preglednih ¢lanaka o to¢nosti dijagnostickih testova
(5). Ovo je prilika da se hrvatski autori ukljuce u pregledne
¢lanke o to¢nosti dijagnostickih testova i na taj nacin dop-
rinesu medicinskoj praksi.

Objavljivanje Cochrane sustavnog
preglednog clanka

Prvi korak za zapocinjanje Cochrane sustavnog pregled-
nog ¢lanka je pretrazivanje Cochrane knjiznice i sadrzaja
vezanog za odabranu temu kako bi se osiguralo da ve¢
nije objavljen sustavni pregledni ¢lanak na tu temu. Ukoli-
ko takav pregledni ¢lanak ne postoji, potrebno je utvrditi
u koju od 52 Cochrane skupine za pregledne ¢lanke spa-
da odabrano podru¢je. Nadalje je potrebno kontaktirati
Skupinu za pregledne ¢lanke i predloziti naslov pregled-
nog ¢lanka. Obzirom da Cochrane kolaboracija svakako
zeli izbjeci dupliciranje, jedan naslov moze pripadati sa-
mo jednom autoru ili skupini autora. Nakon sto je naslov
prihvacen, nitko drugi ne moze poceti pripremati Cochra-
ne sustavni pregledni ¢lanak na istu temu. Nakon prijave
naslova, Skupina za pregledne ¢lanke ocekuje da autor(i)
podnesu protokol unutar 6 mjeseci. Protokol se sasto-
ji od uvoda koji se sastoji od opisa postoje¢eg znanja o
toj temi te od opisa metoda koje ce se koristiti, ukljucujuci
detalje o strategiji pretrazivanja, klju¢ne rijeci za pretra-
zivanje literature i baze podataka koje e se pretrazivati.
Nakon podnosenja protokola, Skupina za pregledne ¢lan-
ke ga ocjenjuje, zatim ga Salje na recenziju dva stru¢njaka
nakon ¢ega javlja povratnu informaciju autorima. Nakon
prihvacanja, protokol se objavljuje u Cochrane knjiznici.
Nakon toga, autori zapocinju s pregledavanjem literature
na temelju protokola i sastavljanjem preglednog ¢lanka.
Obi¢no je potrebno od 12 do 24 mjeseca za pripremanje
preglednog ¢lanka nakon prihvacanja protokola.

The Cochrane Collaboration in Croatia

Diagnostic Tests Methods Group, with input from the
Steering Group and several Collaborative Review Groups,
has been convened to lead this development and to pro-
duce methodology, software and books (5).

Diagnostic test accuracy is the ability of a diagnostic test
to show the difference between patients with and those
without disease (6). In a study of test accuracy, the results
of the test under evaluation, the index test, are compared
with those of the reference standard determined in the
same patients. The development of the methodology for
systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy studies has
made important progress in recent years, but still diag-
nostic test accuracy reviews face two major challenges:
they are limited by the quality and availability of primary
test accuracy studies and secondly, more development
is needed in the area of interpretation and presentation
of the results of diagnostic test accuracy reviews (5). Here
lies the opportunity for Croatian authors to engage in re-
views of diagnostic test accuracy and thus contribute to
the medical practice.

Publishing a Cochrane systematic review

When a person wants to start a Cochrane systematic
review, the first step is to browse The Cochrane Library
and content of its interest and to check whether there
is already published systematic review on this subject. If
there is no such review, a person needs to determine to
which one of 52 Cochrane Review Groups belongs his or
her area of interest. The next step is contacting the Re-
view Group and suggesting a title of the review. Since
The Cochrane Collaboration is determined to avoid dup-
lication, one title belongs only to one author or group of
authors. Once the title is accepted, no other person can
start preparing a Cochrane systematic review with the
same topic. After submission of a title, the Review group
expects the author(s) to submit a protocol within 6 mon-
ths. A protocol consists of introduction - description of
background knowledge about the subject, and descrip-
tion of methods that will be used, including details about
search strategy, keywords for searching literature and
databases that will be searched. When the protocol is
submitted, the Review group evaluates it and then sends
it to two peer-reviewers and sends feedback to autho-
rs. When the protocol is accepted, it is published in The
Cochrane Library. After that, the authors start to review
literature based on the protocol and to prepare full syste-
matic review. Usually it takes 12-24 months for authors to
prepare a review after the protocol is accepted.

The Cochrane Library is international publication indexed
in Current Contents and its impact factor for year 2008 is
5,1. This means that a publication in The Cochrane Library
is very valuable not only for advancement of medicine,
but also for advancement of career, and that it can be
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Cochrane knjiznica je medunarodna publikacija indeksi-
rana u Current Contents ¢asopisima i njen ¢imbenik od-
jeka za 2008. godinu je 5,1, $to znaci da je publikacija u
Cochrane knijiznici vrlo vrijedna ne samo za napredak u
medicini, vec¢ i za napredak u karijeri te se moze koristi-
ti za akademsko napredovanje u Hrvatskoj. Pripremanje
sustavnog preglednog ¢lanka koristenjem Cochrane me-
todologije nije jednostavno, no najvaznija razlika izmedu
Cochrane skupine za pregledne ¢lanke i neke druge me-
dunarodne publikacije jest da je Cochrane skupina voljna
raditi s autorima sve dok protokol ili pregledni ¢lanak ne
budu dovoljno dobri za publikaciju. Ukoliko je autor vo-
ljan uciti i popravljati svoj pregledni ¢lanak, naposljetku
¢e ga sigurno i objaviti. U drugim ¢asopisima publikacije
se ne nude urednistvu kao naslovi, ve¢ kao gotov proiz-
vod - dovrseni ¢lanak - koji vrlo lako moze biti odbijen.

Pristup Cochrane kolaboraciji u Hrvatskoj

lako volimo misliti da smo vrlo siromasna zemlja, prema
Svjetskoj zdravstvenoj organizaciji Hrvatska spada u zem-
lje s viSim srednjim dohotkom te nema pravo besplatnog
pristupa. Stoga Ministarstvo znanosti, obrazovanja i Spor-
ta placa pristup Cochrane knjiznici, no samo za ¢lanove
biomedicinskog konzorcija koji ukljuc¢uje medicinske fa-
kultete i bolnice u Hrvatskoj koje su povezane na Hrvat-
sku akademsku i istrazivacku mrezu (CARNet).

Hrvatski zdravstveni radnici i korisnici mogu pregledava-
ti mreznu stranicu Cochrane knjiznice te steci uvid u njen
sadrzaj, no ne mogu pristupiti cijelim ¢lancima. Studenti i
zaposlenici institucija koje spadaju u biomedicinski kon-
zorcij mogu pristupiti cijelim tekstovima Cochrane knjiz-
nice spajanjem na Centar za online baze podataka (www.
online-baze.hr), zatim odabirom portala OVID SP koji
zatim vodi na EBM pregledne ¢lanke Cochrane knjizni-
ce. Proxy serveri omogucuju ¢lanovima biomedicinskog
konzorcija da koriste vlastito ime i lozinku za pristup na
Cochrane knjiznicu i mnoge druge besplatne resurse ¢ak
i s udaljenih lokacija. HOTCC planira lobirati za nacional-
ni pristup Cochrane knjiznici u Hrvatskoj te je svaki oblik
podrske u ovom nastojanju dobrodosao.

Hrvatski ogranak Talijanskog Cochrane
centra i njegovi ciljevi

Glavni cilj HOTCC je prijenos znanja koji ukljucuje trajno
obrazovanje i diseminaciju informacija o raspolozivim do-
kazima iz istraZivanja. S tim ciljem je organiziran Prvi hr-
vatski Cochrane simpozij 27. lipnja 2009. na Medicinskom
fakultetu u Splitu. Osim toga HOTCC priprema besplatni
tecaj trajne izobrazbe o pripremanju i odrzavanju Cochra-
ne sustavnog preglednog ¢lanka na hrvatskom jeziku ko-
ji ¢e biti dostupan hrvatskim zdravstvenim djelatnicima i
za koji ¢e dobiti bodove iz odgovarajucih profesionalnih
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used for academic promotion in Croatia. Preparation of
a systematic review with the Cochrane methodology is
not simple, but the most important distinction between
Cochrane Review Group and some other international
publication is that a Review Group is willing to work wi-
th its authors until protocol or review are good enough
for publication. As long as an author is willing to learn
and make corrections, he or she will eventually publish a
systematic review. In other journals, publications are not
offered to editorial team as titles, but as finished product
- completed article - which may easily be rejected.

Access to The Cochrane Collaboration in
Croatia

Although we like to think that we are very poor country,
according to the World Health Organization Croatia ac-
tually belongs to upper middle income countries and we
are not eligible for this free charity access. Therefore, Mi-
nistry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of
Croatia is paying access to The Cochrane Library, but only
for members of the so-called biomedical consortium,
which includes medical schools and hospital in Croatia,
which are connected to Croatian Academic and Research
Network (CARNet).

Croatian healthcare workers and consumers may browse
the web site of The Cochrane Library and have an insight
in its content, but they cannot access full-text articles on
that web site. Students and employees from the biome-
dical consortium institutions may access full-text articles
of The Cochrane Library by visiting first Center for online
databases (www.online-baze.hr), then choosing OVID SP
portal, through which they are navigated to EBM Reviews
of The Cochrane Library. Proxy servers enable members of
the biomedical consortium to use their user names and
passwords to access The Cochrane Library and many ot-
her free resources even from distant location. The CBICC
is planning to lobby for a nation-wide free access to The
Cochrane Library in Croatia and every support in this effo-
rt will be welcome.

Croatian Branch of Italian Cochrane Center
and its goals

The main goal of CBICC is knowledge translation, includi-
ng continuing education and dissemination of informa-
tion about available research evidence. For this purpose,
First Croatian Cochrane Symposium was organized on
June 27, 2009 at the University of Split School of Medici-
ne. In addition, CBICC is preparing free online continuing
education course about preparation and maintenance of
a Cochrane systematic review in Croatian language, that
will be available to Croatian healthcare workers, and for
which they will be able to get continuing education cre-
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udruga. HOTCC zeli pruziti edukaciju o Cochrane kolabo-
raciji i Cochrane knjiznici na hrvatskom jeziku kako bi mo-
tivirao hrvatske zdravstvene djelatnike i korisnike da se
aktivno uklju¢e u medicinu utemeljenu na dokazima ko-
ristenjem njenih principa i stvarajudi najbolje dokaze.

HOTCC ima puno ambicioznije ciljeve koji ukljucuju osi-
guravanje sredstava za Skolarine koje bi omogucile izradu
sustavnih preglednih ¢lanaka uz puni angazman, lobira-
nje za nacionalni pristup i osnivanje Cochrane skupine za
pregledne ¢lanke u Hrvatskoj. No za pocetak je potrebno
osvijestiti znanje o postojanju Cochrane knjiznice, o nje-
noj dostupnosti za biomedicinski konzorcij te moguénosti
da hrvatski zdravstveni djelatnici postanu njen dio. U pos-
ljednjim desetlje¢ima, Cochrane kolaboracija se razvila u
zrelu, medunarodno priznatu organizaciju koja ispunjava
svoje ciljeve (7). Zelja Hrvatskog ogranka Talijanskog Coc-
hrane centra je da u bliskoj buducénosti postigne isto.
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dits from their respective professional associations. The
CBICC would like to provide education about The Coc-
hrane Collaboration and The Cochrane Library in Croatian
language to motivate Croatian healthcare workers and
consumers to engage actively in evidence-based medici-
ne by using its principles and creating its best evidence.
The CBICC has many more ambitious goals, for instance
securing funds for temporary scholarships that will enab-
le full-time opportunities for creating systematic reviews,
lobbying for nation-wide access and establishing a Coc-
hrane Review group in Croatia. But, to begin with, more
effort is needed for raising awareness that The Cochrane
Library exists, that it is available to biomedical consortium
and that Croatian healthcare workers can become part of
it. The past decades have seen The Cochrane Collabora-
tion develop into mature and internationally recognized
organization that meets its goals (7). Hopefully, the Croa-
tian branch of The Cochrane Collaboration will be able to
accomplish the same in a near future.
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