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Dealing with the issues of socialization and 
education (Sports and Socialization; Sports and 
Children; Sports in High School and College), 
deviance (Deviance in Sports) and violence 
(Violence in Sports) in sport, the author indicates 
the fact that sport is (just) a refl ection of the world 
in which we live. If the deviant behaviour is the 
one that deviates from the accepted norms and 
social rules, and is as such subject to sanctions, 
how can we understand ever-growing conformity 
to doping in sport? By introducing the theme 
of connectedness between terrorism and sport, 
Coakley confi rms the interrelatedness of society 
and sport. The sport fi elds have transformed into 
battlefi elds of modern era; they are no longer places 
of chivalrous contests in which rules are strictly 
obeyed, but they have become places in which 
athletes fi ght for the attention of media (Sports and 
the Media) and political goals (Sports and Politics). 
Sport is transforming into a big business with one 
rule only: to achieve the highest accomplishments 
possible as the ultimate goal; the way in which 
athletes are to succeed in their strivings is no longer 
important (Sports and the Economy; Social Class). 
Therefore, media and politics are becoming more 
and more important institutions, side by side with 
sports, with an ever growing infl uence on it. 

The expanded chapter on gender relationships 
and equity (Gender and Sports) explains the 
differences between sex and gender, the latter being 
socially conditioned, the differences between men 
and women, and focuses on the issues of origins of 
gender roles in sport and in society. Coakley also 
speaks about racial ideology (Race and Ethnicity) 
within sport structures presenting them as a form of 

eth(n)ically based discrimination. The novelty in his 
approach is a discussion on the ever more present 
feministic discourse. His considerations of world 
religions, especially of religious fundamentalism, 
and their cultural connections with sports (Sports 
and Religions) are particularly interesting. 

The eighth, expanded edition has a threefold 
purpose: fi rst, to reveal the relationships between 
sociology and one of its youngest branches – 
sociology of sport; second, to encourage readers 
to think critically about sports as parts of social 
life; and third, to facilitate in-depth learning about 
sports in society by means of published literature 
combined with resources available through the 
Internet and World Wide Web. Coakly uses the 
concepts, theories and research, obtained in 
thirty years of his investigations in the fi eld, as 
tools of critical considerations and of promotion 
of approaches to sports which will make it more 
democratic and more humane, at the same time 
contributing to democratic and humane changes 
in society. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that this book is 
worth enough to be translated into the Croatian 
language, thus making it more accessible to 
Croatian readership, especially to the students 
of kinesiolgy, but also to a wider community of 
scholars and researchers, professionals, policy 
makers, administrators, and athletes, that is, to 
all people who are closely, directly or indirectly, 
involved in sports. The future of sports (Sports in 
the Future) is best described by the author himself: 
“...we can be consumers who accept sports as they 
are, or we can be citizens who use sports as contexts 
for actively making the world a better place”.
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