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| Il we examine the descriptions of ethnic groups found in any of the
above mentioned genres 1t 1s indeed the 'dark side' of this phenomenon
that emerges. Geographical regions in East-Central Europe that had a long
established varety in their ethnic or linguistic composition such as Silesia,
Transylvama and the Habsburg Adriatic were almost testing grounds for
theories about ethnicity that had been codificd in the Academy.
According to an anonymous author in the late eighteenth century, who
described ethnic groups in the Habsburg monarchy, 'The German...
sincere, honourable, truthful, faithful. diligent, thrifty and clcan
(aufrichtig, ehrlich, hilt auf Treue und Glauben, ist arbeitsam, sparsam
und reinlich) '? This was in stark contrast to the Poles who 'possess a
restless, pugalistic spirit (besitzen einen unruhigen kriegerischen Geist)',
but are merry, generous and hospitable (munter, freygebig und gastfrey). 13
Perhaps the most astonishing description was reserved for the Jews for
whom the author felt that ‘their character, business practices and their
cxternal appearance are too well known for me to dwell them on further' 4
Michael Burleigh has argued that '‘German perceptions of Eastern Europe
were inevitably influenced by the fact that from the late cightcenth century
Germans governed Poles. Power over a part complicated perceptions of
the whole".13

| These ‘complicated perceptions of the whole' can be examined by
focussing on descriptions ol ethnicity in the Iabsburg Adriatic, which
before 1815 included the port of Trieste, the Karst Hinterland and part of
the Istrian littoral. The coastal area of the Ilabsburg monarchy had been
ethnically mixed for many centuries, its population consisting of people
who spoke Croatian, German, Slovene, and italitan as well as numerous
smaller languages and dialects. The growth of the port of Trieste in the
later eighteenth century also led to an influx of people from the Levant
and other marnitime populations which further complicated the ethnic
character of the region. The growth of the Adriatic port and the
cortesponding increase 1n visitors means that a great deal of commentarics

12 Anon, Uber den National -Charakier, p. 6. .

3 ybid p. 7. Clsewhere Slavs were perceived as 'gastfrei' See for example, Lebrecht's Reise
von Wien nach Faris durch Kroatien, das ungarische und dsterreichische Littorale, den
dem Theil von [talien und iiber Toulon, Marseille und Lion. (Pest, 1790) 'Der
Kroalische Adcl lebt auf einen sehr artigen [Fuss, st sehr unganglich, iiber all Massen
gastfrei, und sucht gegen Fremde sich gefillig zu bezeigen. Uberhaupt schien mir der
Karakter dieser Nation edel, aufrichtig vnd gutherzig' p. 712,

W pid p. 99.

15 Burleigh, Germany, p. 3.
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Fthnic considerations applied o apparently 'neutral” descriptions of
land and landscape, again suggesting that cultural nationalism went
beyond the psychological into the realm of the geographical and thence to
the political. To some extent, these descriptions reflect the natural
exhilaration of German 'Landratten® when seeing the blue Adnatic after
travelling across the inland. Gerning found a 'pleasant contrast’ between
the 'dancing, blue waters and green hilis' and the 'infertile steppes™ where
the Slav peasants lived. Kuettner's description of his journey over the Karst
was similar:

"The distance between Postojna and Triest about 33 miles is principally
4 desolate, thinly inhabited and stull worse cultivated country. That part
of the way is particularly dreary which goes over the Karst, a
considerable mountain tract of which naked rocks compose by far the
greatest portion.’!

This impression of desolation in the Triestine hinterland was by no means
inaccurate, as many of the autocthonous deciduous trees in the region had
been destroyed to make Venetian galleys in the early modern period .52
And travellers did indeed emphasise the bareness. As Krickel recorded in
his diary, T belicved myself to have been transported to stony Arabia
(petraische Arabien), ong sees only stony mountains and stony rocks'?
But the wildness of the Karst was soon to be compensated for as one
traversed to the coast. As Kiittner wrote, after his 'dreary' journey:

'At length you arrive at the end of the Karst, and suddenly find yourself’
on the brink of a precipice which would make you shudder did you not
anticipate the appearance of Hesperia's enchanting plains... what a
contrast to the country we had just traversed. T'he spectator would
imagine he had been transported ten degrees further to the South' >

Again the contrast between the Adriatic and the Karst was given moral
overtones: the porl was seen as part of a 'Hesperian' civilisation that did not
extend into the hinterland, which could even make the traveller 'shudder’
due to its different latitude.

1lomi Bhabha has arguecd that the stereotype 'is a form of knowledge
and identification that vacillates between what is always 'in place', already

49 Carl Baudenbacher writing in 1844, quoted in Franz Otto Roth, 'Hine "Biedermeier"-
-Reise durch Innerosterreich’, Bldtter fiir Heimatkunde, 1983, vol. 57 (3), 1983, p. 83.

50 Gerning, Reise, p. 109,

5t Car] Gottlob Kuettner, Reise durch Deuischiand, (Leipzig, 1801), p. 137—8.

52 p. B. Alesander, Land Utilisation in the Karst Region of Zgornja Pivka, Slovenia, (New
York/Washington, 1967), p. 38—9.

53 A 1. Krickel, Fussreise durch den grissten Theil der dsterreichischen Staaten in den
Jahren 1827 und 1828, (Wien, 1833), p. 292.

HKiliner, Reive, p. 1578,
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known, and something that must be anxiously repeated...'>> He continues,
'the process by which the metaphoric 'masking' is inscribed on a lack
which must then be concealed gives the stercotype both its {ixity and its
phantasmic quality - the same oid stories... must be told (compulsively)
again and afresh, and arc differently gratifying and ternfying cach ume.'¢
For Benedict Hermann, 'the Karst 15 a lively picture of waste... everywhere
one looks is destruction'S? In 1808, Heinrich Georg Iloff used exactly the
same words to describe the Karst as Hermann, writing some twenty years
earlier *® Compulsive retellings of the wilderness of the Karst, which are
then contrasted with the Mediterranean warmth of the port are too
frequent and insistent to be dismissed as a mere textual accident. Like the
epigoni of Christoph Meiners, those who cmphasised the barcness of the
Karst could have wntten their descriptions from the comfort of their
studics, without cver confronting the Slavonic "steppes’, blown by the bura.

The ethnographic content of (German language descriptions of the
Habsburg Adriatic c¢. 1770— 1815 were deeply influenced by con-
temporary racialised discourse, How this affected the political programmes
of Italian, German, Croatian or Slovenian nationalists as well as those who
remained Kaisertreu or turned to political solutions such as Panslavism or
Hlyrianism in the later nineteenth century is another story. However, it is
probably fair to state that the 'division' of the Istria (last decided by the
Treaty of Osim in 1975, but complicated by the break up of Yugoslavia in
1991), was anticipated when [uropeans began to construct their identities
along perceived cthnic, rather than regional or patriotic lines. Therefore,
the nationalisms that emerged in Istria in the later nineteenth century were,
in part, the product of a particular moment in the analysis and description
ol European cultures. As Robert Young has observed of late eighteenth
century discourses, "What we arc dealing with here is the dominance of
racial theory so widespread that it worked as an ideology, permeating both
consciously and implicitly the fabric of almost all arcas of thinking of its
time'.%® If this is the case then in order w understand modern European
nationalisms we must seriously consider the role of the creation of ethnic
stcreotypes as part of a gradual process of radicalisation between Volker

55 Homi K. Bhabba, 'The (ther (Question. Sterectype, Discrimination and the Discourse of
Colonialism' in idem, The Location of Culture, {London, 1994), p. 66.

56 1bid, p. 77.

57 Renedict Hermann, Reisen durch Osterreich, Stevermark, Karnten, Krain, ltalicn im Jahre
1780. (Wien, 1791}, vol two, p. 140.

5% einrich Qeorg Hoff, Historisch-statistisch-topographisches Gemilde von
Herzogthums Krain und demselben Einverliebten Iswrien, (Laibach, 1808), vol. three, p.
g.

59 Robert 1. C. Young, Colonial Desive. Hybridity in Theory, Culture and Race, (London,
1995) p. 64.
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and ethnic essentialisation that were intcllectual products of the
Enlightenment.

ETNICKI STEREOTIPI U RANIM EUROPSKIM
ETNOGRAFIJAMA: PROUCA VANJE/PRIMJER
HABSBURSKOGA JADRANA OD OKO 1770. DO 1815,

SAZETAK

Krajem 18. stoljeéa njemacka je cetnografska literatura ustanovila da medu narodima
postoje kulturnc razlike, a varijante kao &to su jezik ili religija ustanovljene su
genetskim, a ne okoli¥nim &imbenicima. U isto] se literaturl susreéu termini Volksmoral,
koji podrazumijeva utemeljene kriterije o urednesti naroda, njegovo) radinosti, Lo
politi¢koy tradiciji, 1 Volksgeist, prirodan nacionalni duh koji je zasluZan za osnovna
obiljeZja narada i na temelju kojega se baziraju patriotizam i nacionalni ponos. Zanimanje
za porijeklo naroda krajem 18. stoljeda bilo je usko povezano s razvojem nacionalne
svijesti. U] to je doba Johann Gottfried von Herder, teoretiCar kulturnog nacionalizma,
svojim radom uvelike utjecao na znanstvenike srednje i istoéne FEurope i tako utro put
kasnijem politi¢kom nacionalizmu. Prema M. Burleighu 1 W. Wippermanu, Herderov je
kulturni nacionalizam iskoridten za legitimizaciju njemaclke vladavine nad biviim
zapadno-slavenskim i poljskim podrugjima.

Podrugja istoéne i srednje Burope sa stoljeltnom etni¢kom i lingvistickom
raznolikoicu {Silezija, Transilvanija, Habsburdki Jadran), postala su pogodno podrudje za
1spitivanje (1li potvrdivanje) takvih teorija o etnicitetu. U Eitavom su nizu tekstova
i1staknuti izrazi kojima putopisci kac predstavnici "vi¥e" kulture ocjenjuju druge etnidke
skupine, vglavnom tretirane kao primjer inferiornih kultura, stvarajuéi pritom relativno
ogranien niz stereolipa. Posebna se pozorost posvecuje lekstovima o austrijskoj Istr
nastalima izmedu 1770. i 1815, godine. Sterectipi o stanovnicima te regije fiksirani su 1
klieizirani, posve analogno onima koji nastaju o stanovnicima drugih slavenskih
zemalja. [stra sc smatra jugom, podrudjem na kojem se govori mjefavina razlicilih jezika
upitnoga statusa, sa stanovmstvom uglavnom negalivaih moralnih osobina. U njemadki
se pisanim tekstovima osjeda aroma kolonijalnog diskursa kad slavenskog seijaka svode
na prirodno bide kojemu je emogucenc uZivanje u jednostavnosti zivota zbog svoje
ncopterecenasti civilizacijskim pogodnostima i napretkom. Takva percepcija istarskog
tovjeka 1 prostora utjecala je na politicke programe svih etni€kih skupina koje su na
njemu Zivjele, naime podjela Istre je bila anticipirana kad su Europljani podeli graditi
svoje identitete u skladu s percipiranim elnickim, a ne regionalnim ili patriotskim
razdvojnicama. Drugim rijedima, nacionalizmi koji su se u Istri pojavili kasnije, u i9.
stoljecu, barem su dijelom bili proizvod odredenog trenutka u radflambi 1 opisu
eurapskih kultura, obitjefenoga rasistickim diskursom.
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