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QUTLINE OF A RESEARCH IN A CROATIAN VILLAGE

Summary

This article represenfs a theoretical and methedolegical
outline of a research undertaken in a village about thirty
kilemeicers southwesi of Zagreb., The village is given the
pseudenym »Vinogorje«. The major task of the research is
to identify different types of exchange that go on within
the village, and between the village and the larger socicty.
The coircept of »exchange« is taken in beth its socio-eco-
nomic and cultural-symbolic aspects. Since fhe research has
not been completed yet, the present outline represents an
»unfinishcd produst«, i, e, it is neither a pure theoretlical
copstruct without concrete ties with the reality to be in-
vestigated, ror a complete, thought-out interpretation of a
facet of contemporary everyday life. It reflects the present
stage of the author’s experience, generated through a con-
tinuous aliernation between the phases of empirical research
and reflection.

In an altempt to contribuiec {oward ihe elarification of
the relationship between the socio-cconomic and the sym-
kolic in culture, the anthor grounds her project on two
hypotheses:

1. that the cuitural ssuperstructure« is not just a reflec-
tion of »infrastructurex, and that this relative indepen-
dence makes cultural diversification possible;

2. that the cultural expression of a local community in
the moment of investigation is a synthegis of the syn-
chronic and the diachrenic; in other words, it is the syn-
thesis of the place, role, and meaning which the locality
assumcs within larger society, and the historical and
culiural heritage — Iocal as well as gencral.

In accordance with the above hypotheses, the research
tcehniques inelude both observation of contemporary pro-
eesses (by the method of participant observation ameng
oikers) and historical research (in the archives and of al-
ready published sources).

Two methodological principles have been respecied as
much as passible: the distinetion between the subjeet and
the object of the research has becn diminished, and the
iilusion abeul the »objectivity« of the author's interpreta-
tion has been abolished. The first is realized through the
more eor less egalitarian interview situations where the
questioning in fact turns inte an exchange of experience
and views between ihe researcher and the villager. Also,
the research results will be accessible to the villagers (at
least {o part of them) for criticism. The second is achieved
by an explicit exposition of the author’'s own value orien-
tation and position (so that her interpretation can be put in
the proper context), and by an engaged stand toward the
cultnral phenomena under consideration and criticism of
their negative aspects.
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The analysis of different types of exchange is under-
taken on two levels: the socio-economic and the symbolic,
though in reality, of course, in all spheres of human exis-
tence these two aspects are inseparable.

The data that have been gathered up to the present are
subdivided inio four major calegories: {ypes of economic
relations, groups of people that cooperate in work and ex-
change labor and services, cases of symbolic behavior and
exchange and value statements and orientaiions. The data
are not presenied extensively in this arficle. Rather, the
author gives a rough account of what kind of data she has
collected in cach of the foar categories, and provides some
typical examples.

The first category discusses cases of cash and non-cash,
market and socialist types of exchange and their importan-
ce, indicating that some elements of all three economic
systems (natural, market and seocialist) co-exist in the vil-
lage today.

The second category includes information en kinship
groups, (particularly those which make up work teams),
relations between neighbors, and the hamlet and village
identity.

Next group cousisits of data on phenemena which seem
to have a more expressed symbolic component, which ma-
nifest the village as a social world, past and present,
through unigque culiural forms and eontents. This gronp is
subdivided further into: gencralized reciprocity (the flow
of presents and services) and ritoalized behavior (indivi-
dual and collective, from personal charms to church cere-
monies and the village Mardigras events).

Finally, the last group of data discusses dominani values
(normative and actual) as expressed by the villagers and as
observed by the author.



