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MATRIARCHY: THE CONTROVERSY OF MYTHOLOGY, IDEOLOGY AND 
UTOPIA 

Summary The author discusses three hooks: M i t o m a t r i j a r ­
hatu , D i e w i l d e F r a u and D i e G ö t t i n u n d ihr 
H e r o s which each in its way consider the mythic, ideolo­
gical and Utopian dimensions of matriarchy. Wesel's book 
belongs to the scientific tradition which disclaims the mytho­
logical thought, while C. Schmölders and H. Göttner-Abend-
roth find in myth new stimuli for scientific imagination. 
Accepting Wesel's qualification that women's past cannot 
serve as an example for the future, the author still holds 
that plunging into fantastic past is not unreasonable when 
thinking the Utopia. 

(Translated by Olga Supek-Zupan) 
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