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Prilikom sustavnih istrafivanja zapodetih 1984. g. ma poloZaju
»Vinograd Streim« na Vucedolu kod Vukovara u dvjema jamama
badenske kulture otkriveni su ljudski ukopi. Neuobi¢ajenim polo-
Zajem skeleta i nekim popratnim manifestacijama oni potvrduju
prisutnost elemenata stepskih kultura u sklopu badenske kulture,

U jesen 1984. godine zapoeta su sustavna istraZivanja Vudedola, jednog
od najznalajnijih prethistorijskih malazi$ta u Hrvatskoj.! Rije& je zapravo o
arheoloS8kom kompleksu koji salinjavaju &etiri lokaliteta poznata u literaturi
kao »Gradace, »Vinograd Streim«, »Kukuruzi$te Streim« i »Vinograd Karaso-
vi¢«? Najmanji od njih, »Gradac«, dominira uzdignut na visokoj obali Dunava.
IstraZio ga je 1938. godine njemacki arheolog R. R. Schmidt i okarakterizirao
kao neku vrstu akropole, dok dva mi%a, ali povriinom prostranija platoa (»Ku-
kuruzidte Streim« i »Vinograd Streime«) predstavljaju njezino podgrade?

Najnovija sustavna istraZivanja krenula su od povriinom najvedeg platoa
»Vinograda Streime, jedinog koji se ne naslanja na Dunav, a koji se do tada ni-
kada nije ni sondaéZno istraZivao. Prvom kampanjom obuhvaéen je tek maleni
dio sjeverne periferije naselja, s namjerom da se uhvate tragovi eventualnog
obrambenog sustava. Medutim, pokazalo se da je spomenuti prostor uglavnom
sluzio za odlaganje gara, pepela i raznovrsnih otpadaka iz sredi¥njeg dijela
naselja. IstraZena povrdina, dimenzija 60x12 m, gusto je ispunjena ukopanim
jamama, bilo onim za zalihe, bilo otpadnim. One su probile i razorile i onaj
manji dio stambenih objekata $to su egzistirali u tom rubnom dijelu naselja.

Tijekom istraZivanja sakupljeno je ne$to keramifkih nalaza stralevadke
kulture, no oni potjetu iz razliditih mivoa ili nasipa. Citav je prostor o&ito
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niveliran jo¥ u prethistorijsko vrijeme, a njegov zapadni dio presjekli su i
recentni rovovi. Stoga se nameée zakljutak da se tim prostorom nije koristi-
lo u najstarijim razdobljima, nego s jednim stardevackim horizontom stano-
vanja treba radunati negdje u srediSnjem dijelu &itavog platoa. Spomenuti
bi periferni dio, prema utvrdenoj stratigrafskoj slici, egzistirao samo u vrijeme
eneolitika. Najdonji sloj pripada badenskoj kulturi, potom slijedi mijeSani
badensko-kostola¢ki sloj, zatim &isti kostolacki te na kraju vucedolski sloj.
Ukopano je i nekoliko jama kasnog broncanog doba. Slijed eneolitiCkih kul-
tura poklapa se dakle s onim na susjednom »Gradcuc.’

U istraZenom se dijelu »Vinograda Streim« najmoénijim iskazao badenski
sloj prosje¢ne debljine 0,60 m, dok je vucedolski, kao najmladi, dobrim dije-
lom uniten ili odteéen dugogodidnjim rigolanjem wvinograda. Unutar baden-
skog sloja izdvajaju se tri horizonta stanovanja — najstariji s dva zemunicka
objekta i keramitkom ostavitinom pretklasi¢ne faze badenske kulture.® Sli-
jedi &isti horizont ranoklasi¢ne faze s nekoliko fragmentiranih i vrlo oStecenih
podnica kuéa, te nekoliko ognjista. Najmladi je horizont obiljeZen pojavom
keramike kostolatke kulturne pripadnosti u zajednici s ranoklasitnom baden-
skom kulturom.

Kako je veé reteno, od nadzemmih je objekata ostalo saduvano vrlo malo,
dok je veéi dio istraZenog prostora ispunjen jamama, Od sedamdesetak uku-
pno otkrivenih i ispraZnjenih jama 32 pripadaju badenskoj kulturi. U Cetiri
od njih uz badenski materijal javlja se i kostolacki.

Badenske jame pokazuju manje ili viSe pravilan kruZni ili ovalni oblik,
a stijenke su im gotovo okomite, §to zna¢i da pri dnu nemaju znatnijih pro-
girenja. Na osnovi njihova sadrZaja (obilje gara, pepela, keramitkih ulomaka,
ivotinjskih kostiju i ljuStura $koljaka) vedinu moZemo odrediti kao otpadne
jame. U tom kontekstu od posebnog su znacenja medutim dvije jame koje su
poslutile za ukop pokojnika. Badenski su ukopi oznateni kao grob 3 i 5, jer
su osim njih otkrivena i dva vudedolska i jedan kostolacki grob.

Opis grobova
Grob 3(S..1,T.1)

Skeletni grob poloZen na dnu jame ukopane u kvadrantima 112 i 113 Dubina
groba 2, 71 m.” Orijentacija: istok — zapad.

Pokojnik je odrasla osoba, poloZena na prsa, ispruZenih nogu, a ruku prekri-
¥enih ispod grudi. Jedno stopalo nedostaje, a drugo je pomaknuto u stranu.
Uz karlicu pokojnika poloZena su i dva prava grobna priloga: bakreni bodeZ
— lamela (dimenzije: duljina 5,5 cm) i kremeni noz, povijene baze (dimenzije:
duljina 7 cm). Citav je grob bio zasut slojem drobljenog kucnog lijepa crvene
boje. U nivou iznad nadeno je viSe ulomaka keramike s obiljezjima ranoklasi-
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Cne faze badenske kulture te jedan maleni fragment Zigosane keramike ko-

stolatke kulture.
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Sl 1 Grob 3 — Grave 3

Grob 5 (sl. 2.)

Takoder je skeletni grob poloZen na dnu jame ukopane u zdravicu. Kvadrant
124—125. Dubina groba 3,65 m. Orijentacija: sjever — jug. Rijet je o djetetu
polozenom na leda, ali sa zgréenim i pridignutiny nogama, kao da je prvobitno
bilo pokopano u Sué¢nju ili polusjedeéem stavu. Skeletu nedostaje polovica
karlice, jer je na tom mjestu probijena mlada, kostolatka jama (jama 62) koja
je djelomi¢no presjekla grob. Oko skeleta nadeno je ne$to ulomaka keramike
badenske kulture, ali uz samog pokojnika nije bilo grobnih priloga.
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Sl. 2 — Grob 5 — Grave 5

I
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Skeletno pokapanje uobicajeni je ritus u sklopu badenske kulture, mada
ona u panonsko-podunavskom prostoru inaugurira i paljevinsko pokapanje
kao bitou movost.® To osobito dolazi do izraZzaja u pretklasi¢noj fazi u okviru
koje su poznate {itave paljevinske nekropole, mpr. Fonyéd i Pilismarét’ U
ostalim fazama razvoja preteZe skeletno pokapanje, uz pojedinadnu pojavu
paljevinskih grobova. Grobovi 3 i 5 s Vudedola neobi¢ni su medutim s obzirom
na poloZaj pokopanih osoba. Badenska kultura prvenstveno primjenjuje tra-
dicionalni neoliti¢ki na¢in pokapanja: na boku u zgréenom poloZaju. Taj
zgréeni stav moZe biti vrlo izrazit, s koljenima tako povijenim da dodiruju
grudi ili bradu, ali i tek blago naznacden, s lagano savijenim koljenima. Strogo
odredena diferencijacija poloZaja na lijevom ili desnom boku s obzirom na spol
nije prisutna kao u nekim ranijim eneolitiCkim kulturama. Ipak postoji
nekoliko izuzetaka. Jedan od njih je Zenski grob 56 iz nekropole Alsonémedi
gdje pokojnica leZi na ledima, ali lagano zgréenih i pridignutih nogu, dakle
identi¢no poloZaju djeteta iz spomenutog groba 5." Jo§ su dva skeleta iz nekro-
pole Alsénémedi (grob 3B i 56A) bila ispruZena na ledima s lagano pridignu-
tim i zgréenim nogama.” Iz velike nekropole Budakaldsz takoder poznajemo
jedan slutaj pokapanja na ledima u ispruZenom stavu, ali je antropoloska
analiza pokazala da se doti¢na osoba rasno razlikuje od ostalih, pa joj se pret-
postavlja i drugacija etni¢ka pripadnost.” Tim iznimnim sluéajevima pokapa-
nja na ledima treba pribrojati i grob 2 iz nekropole Palotaboszk."

Na podruéju Jugoslavije raspolaZzemo danas s nekoliko pojedina¢nih ili
viSestrukih grobova badenske kulture, no svi su u sklopu naselja. Izdvojenih
nekropola nema. Najvedi je broj grobova otkriven u Bogojevu — &etiri skele-
tna ukopa u tradicionalnom stavu na boku te jedan dvojni grob. U potonjem
je jedan skelet takoder zgréenac na boku, dok drugi leZi na ledima s pridignu-
tim nogama.!®

Po svemu sudedi polozaj djeteta u grobu 5 mnije standardna pojava u ba-
denskoj kulturi, ali se tu i tamo primjenjuje. Medutim, poloZaj skeleta u grobu
3 sasvim je izuzetan. Isto je tako neuobitajeno posipavanje pokojnika droblje-
nim kuénim lijepom, $to nedvojbeno asocira na obicaj posipavanja pokojnika
okerom. Dakle, oba badenska groba s Vufedola ne pripadaju kategoriji stan-
dardnih ukopa. Dva obiljezja — poloZaj skeleta na ledima s podignutim zgr-
¢enim nogama i posipavanje okerom — nemaju uzora ni u ostalim starijim
ili istovremenim eneolitic¢kim kulturama panonsko-podunavskog prostora, ni u
prethodnoj kasnoneolitiCkoj tradiciji. Takvi se elementi pogrebnog ritusa u
vrijeme eneolitika susredu kod stepskih kultura, prije svega u okvirima tzv.
kulture grobova u jami.® Osnovno obiljeZje predstavljaju skeletni ukopi u
jami, prekriveni tumulom. Skelet je u vedini slu¢ajeva poloZen na leda, s uz-
dignutim zgréenim nogama, a redovita je pojava i posipavanje okerom ili
premazivanje crvenom bojom. Obi¢no su prisutne i razli¢ite drvene konstruk-
cije u obliku jednostavnog sanduka, kola ili kolibe.”
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Na prisutnost elemenata stepskih kultura u badenskoj i vuéedolskoj kul-
turi ukazivao je ved potetkom 60-ih godina M. GaraSanin.”® Pri tome su mu kao
osnova posluZili badenski i vudedolski grobovi s vu¢edolskog Gradca. Jedan od
pokazatelja stepskih obiljeZja jest po Garasaninu pojava visestrukih ukopa
— primjer tzv. »djedje grobmice« {Schmidt, grob 7—11) ili dvostruki Zenski
grob u antipodnom odnosu (Schmidt, grob 1—2).” Drugo bi obiljezje pred-
stavljao sam oblik groba, odnosno jame u koju su pokojnici ukopani. Jame
L-oblika, sa stepenastim pristupnim dijelovima, povezuje Garasanin s kultu-
rom katakombnih grobova.® Teza o stepskim elementima u badenskoj kulturi
dobiva danas potvrdu i u najnovijim grobovima s Vucedola, ali s ne$to dru-
gadijim obiljeZjima. Usporedimo li naime te grobove s grobovima stepske
kulture grobova u jami (tzv. Jamnaja kultura), odmah je jasno da u masem
slucaju misu zastupljeni svi karakteristi®ni elementi jednog stepskog ukopa.
Grobovi nisu pod tumulima nego u obi¢nim otpadnim jamama. Nema ni trago-
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va bilo kakvoj drvenoj konstrukciji. Medutim, poloZaj djejeg skeleta, a osobi-
to posipavanje pokojnika drobljenim kuénim lijepom crvene boje zasigurno
su odraz stepskih ritualnih obiljezja. Na taj nadin izdrobljen kuéni lijep moze
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predstavljati adekvatnu zamjenu za crveni oker, pri ¢emu se osnovni smisao
rituala bitno ne mijenja. Crvena boja kao simbol Zivota prisutna je u oba slu-
¢aja. Istina, sam poloZaj skeleta na prsima teSko e madi paralele i kod step-
skih naroda, Stoga je vjerojatnija pretpostavka da na Vudedolu nisu u pitanju
doista i etni€ki pripadnici stepskih naroda nego samo preno3enje nekih obica-
ja iz jedne u drugu kulturnu sredinu. To¢niji odgovor na to pitanje dat ée
nesumnjivo detaljna antropolo$ka analiza.Zasad moramo konstatirati da svi os-
tali elementi ukazuju na badensku kulturu. Tu prije svega isti¢emo sloj keramié-
kih ulomaka koji prekriva grob 3. Pored vede kolicine standardne i teSko opre-
djelive grube keramike na$lo se i nekoliko vrlo tipicnih ulomaka koji omogu-
¢avaju precizniju periodizaciju unutar badenske kulture. Vréié¢ s visokom ruc-
kom splostenog trbuha, ukrasenog kanelurama, jedan je od vodeéih i najupecat-
Ijivih oblika ranoklasi¢ne badenske kulture, odnosno B1 i B2 stupnja. Ulomak
zdjele zaobljenog trbuha, s jasno odvojenim i blago izvijenim vratom (sl. 3),
profilacijom podsjeéa veé¢ na oblike tipi¢nih kostolackih zdjela, no ukras je
izrazito badenski — kombinacija urezanih iscrtanih trokuta i iznad njih s tri
niza kruznih wuboda. I preostalih nekoliko ulomaka zdjela ukraSeno je kombi-
niranjem urezanih i ubadanih motiva (sl. 4, 5, 6). Osim spomenute zdjele kios-
tolagke profilacije nadjen je i jedan pravi ulomak kostoladke keramike ukra-
$en Zigosanjem (sl. 6/1). Upravo takva prisutnost kostolackih elemenata svrsta-
va ove nalaze u B2 stupanj ranoklasicne badenske kulture® To bi ujedno bio
i terminus post quem non za grob 3. Karakter grobnih priloga — bakreni
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bodeZ i kremeni noZ (sl. 1/1,2) — sugeriraju pretpostavku da je u pitanju mu-
§ki grob. Cijepana kamena industrija badenske kulture ne pokazuje nikakvih
specifi¢nih oblika, a ni posebno visok stupanj razvoja. Uglavnom se javljaju
jednostavna kremena sjefiva ili noziéi. Dolaze u stambenim horizontima, ali
i kao grobni prilozi u muskim grobovima. Na vu¢edolskom Gradcu nekoliko
sli¢nih kremenih noZeva, istih dimenzija (7 cm), nadeno je u jamama podrumi-
ma.?

SL 5.

Posebno je znadajna pojava jednog bakrenog predmeta u grobu 3, a to je
malen bodeZz — lamela. Naime, badenska je kultura opéenito vrlo siromaSna
metalnim predmetima. Uglavnom su zastupljeni oni najjednostavnijih oblika
i izrade: razli¢ita $ila i igle, ravne ili lepezaste plosnate sjekire. U takvu katego-
riju spada i vucedolski bodeZ, vrlo simplificiranog, izduljeno trokutastog obli-
ka. Rubovi su mu prili¢no o¥tedeni, a spektralna analiza pokazala je ovaj sa-
stav:

CU — 94.0123% ZN — .4768% As — 54961% Sn — .0147%

Zbog slabo razvijene metalur§ke djelatnosti bakreni su predmeti rijedak
grobni prilog kod pripadnika badenske populacije. Iz naSe zemlje poznata je
jedna bakrena sjekira lepezastog tipa iz skeletnog groba u Dobanovcima.®
Najljepsi i svakako sasvim izuzetan bakreni predmet pronaden u jednom
badenskom grobu jest bakreni dijadem iz Vorsa O¢ito su se bakreni pred-
meti kao osobito dragocjeni i vrijedni prilagali u grobove bogatijih i videnijih
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pripadnika roda ili plemena. Raslojavanje drustva uvelike je uzelo maha u
badenskoj kulturi, a posebno se odituje upravo u pogrebnom ritusu. Polaganje
skupocjenijih priloga, ritualni ukopi s govedetom (poput groba iz Bogojeva®),
pa sigurno i primjena novih, odnosno stranih obitaja (tu treba uklju&iti pojavu
paljevinskog ukopa u tumulu, poput onog iz Aradanske humke u Mokrinu®)
imaju funkciju da pokojnika izdvoje iz standardne mase populacije i u smrti
mu osiguraju isti status kao u Zivotu. Na takav bismo naéin mogli interpreti-
rati i grob 3 iz Vudedola. Mada je pokojnik pokopan na dno obi¢ne otpadne
jame, prilaganje bakrenog bodeZa i posipavanje groba kuénim lijepom izdize
ga iz svakodnevnog prosjeka. I bez obzira na to kakvo nam rjelenje pruZ
antropolo$ka analiza u smislu rasne pripadnosti pokojnika, ostaje &injenica
da u sklopu badenske kulture sve €e$ée raspolazemo odredenim elementima
stepskog podrijetla. Oni su najvjerojatnije rezultat pomicanja i prodora nosila-
ca kulture grobova u jami, a najranije se javljaju u vrijeme kulture Bodrog-
keresztir.# Dakako samo u obliku pojedinaénih kulturnih utjecaja, ali ne i
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etni¢ke prisutnosti. Neki madarski arheolozi smatraju da je do prave pene-
tracije nosilaca kulture Jamnaja doslo upravo u vrijeme cvata badenske kul-
ture, odnosno da su oni prouzrodili njezin zavrSetak u Madarskoj.® Medutim,
arheolo$ku potvrdu za stvarnu etni¢ku prisutnost tih stepskih naroda zasada
imamo samo u istoénom Potisju u Madarskoj i u nafem dijelu Banata? Sve
ostale pojave moramo tumaéiti samo kao kulturne utjecaje, pa tako i spomi-
njane elemente u badenskim grobovima s Vucedola. Znatajno je da nam oni
ujedno govore o prisutnosti tih utjecaja veé u ranoklasicnoj fazi. Veze s kata-
kombnom kulturom u okvirima badenske kulture treba medutim iskljuéiti
ponajprije iz kronologkih razloga.* Do prodora nosilaca te kulture u panon-
sko-podunavsko podru¢je dolazi tek u zavrinim razdobljima enolitika i ona
ima stanovitu ulogu pri formiranju ranih broncanodobnih kultura.
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BILJESKE — Notes

1

MmN

. U sustavnim istraZivanjima Vudedola suraduju Arheologki zavod Filozofskog

fakulteta u Zagrebu i Gradski muzej iz Vukovara, a financira ih privreda grada

Vukovara, Radovi se planiraju u kontinuitetu do 1990. godine. — The systemadtic

excavations of Vu€edol are being carried out by the Archaelogical Department

of the Philosophy Faculty in Zagreb and the City Museum of Vukovar. It is

financed by industry and other firms of the city of Vukovar. The investigations

are to conftinue to 1990. _

R. R. Schmidt, Die Burg Vuéedol, Zagreb 1945, Textibild 1.

R. R. Schmidt, o. c., 4.

R. R. Schmidt, o. c., 6. "

U periodizaciji badenske kulture drzala sam se sheme S. Dimitrijeviéa razloZene

u djelu Praistorija jugoslavenskih zemalja I1I — Eneolit, Sarajevo 1979, 183—234

— For the fnternal chronological stratigraphy of the Baden culture, I have

followed ithe scheme of S. Dimitriijevi¢ published in »Praistorija jugoslavenskih

zemalja III — Eneolit, Sarajevo 1979, 183—234,

. Citav istrafivani prostor podijeljen je ma kvadratnu mreZu &iji su kvadrati
dimenzija 2x2 m. — The entire excavated area was divided into a quadrant
system on which each quadrant measured 2x2 m.

7. Dubina grobova odredena je prema O todki &ja je kota 110,54 m nadmorske

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

20

visine. — The grave depths were measured in reference to the absolute datum
established at 110,54 m ASL.
. J. Banner, Die Péceler Kultur, Budapest 1956, 184—210; S. Dimitrijevi¢, Praisto-
rija jugoslavenskih zemalja IIT — Eneolit, Sarajevo 1979, 201—205.
. J. Banner, o. c., 28—30, 39.
- L. Bognar-Kutzian, The Early Copper Age Tiszapolgar Culture in the Carpathian
Basin, Budapest 1972, 153. ]
P. Patay, Probleme der Bezichungen der Bodrogkeresztiirer und der Badener
Kultur, Symposium iiber die Entstehung und Chronologie der Badener Kultur,
Bratislava 1973, 361. .
J. Banner, o. c., 189.
Ibidem.
Ibidem.
Ibidem.
J. Banmer, o. c., 9—10.
M. Gimbutas, Notes on the Chronology and Expansion of the Pit-grave Culture,
L’Europe 2 la fin de 1’4ge de la pierre, Prague 1959 (1961), passim.
I. Ecsedy, The People of the Pit-Grave Kurgans in Eastern Hungary, Budapest
1979, passim.
B. Jovanovi¢, Praistorija jugoslavenskih zemalja III — Eneolit, Sarajevo 1979,
397—146.
1. Ecsedy, o. c., 36—39.
M. Gara$anin, Pontski i stepski utjecaji u Donjem Podunavlju i na Balkanu
na prelazu iz neolitskog u metalno doba, Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Sara-
jewu m. s. XV—XVI, Sarajevo 1961, 16—17.
M. Garaanin, Die Bestattungen des Vutedoler »Burghtiigels«, Archaeologia Tugo-
slavica VIII, Beograd 1967, 27 ff
. M. Gara$anin, 0. c., 31.

21. S. Dimitrijevi¢, o. c., 212—215.
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22. R. R. Schmidyt, o. c., T. 27/11—15.

23. N. Tasié, Praistorisko maselje kod Dobamovaca (prilog poznavanju badenske
grupe u Vojvodini) Starinar n. s. IX—X, Beograd 1958/59, 227—241. ’

24, J. Banner, o. c., T. LXXXVII/1, 2, 4, 8.

25. Vidi bilje$ku 15 — See note 15.

26. S. Dimitrijevié, o. c., 204.

27. L. Ecsedy, o. c.

28. 1. Béna, Geschichte der frithen und mittleren Bronzezeit in Ungarn und im
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TWO NEW GRAVES OF THE BADEN CULTURE FROM VUCEDOL

In the antumn of 1984, systematic excavations of the site of Vudedol began. It
is one of the most important prehistoric localities in Croatia.! In fact, it is a multi-
-site archaeological complex composed of four sites noted in the literature as Gradac
(fort), Vinograd Streim (Streim’s vineyard), Kukuruzi$te Streim (Streim’s corn-
field), and Vinograd Karasovié¢ (Karasovié’s vineyard).?2 Gradac, the smallest, domi-
nates the locality, having been built on the elevated bank of the Danube. The Ger-
man archaelogist R. R. Schmidt investigated it in 1938, and characterized it as
some type of acropolis, while he interpreted the iwo lower but more extemsive
plateaaus {the cornfield and vineyard of Streim) as the site of the related settle-
ment.

The most recent archaeological investigations began on the expamse of the
largest plateau (called Streim's vineyard), the only one which does not abut on the
Danube, and which had never been excavated. In the first campaign the excavation
of a small section of the northern extremity of the settlement was undertaken with
the intention of discovering traces of any defensive structure. However, it became
apparent that this part of the site had mainly served for the disposal of soot,
ashes and various debris from the central part of the settlement. The excavated
area of 60 x 12 meters was densely filled with pits, which were either for storage
or refuse. They had cut through and destroyed the smaller section of living stru-
ctures which had existed in this border area of the settlement.

In the course of the excavations, some finds of Starevo pottery were collected
from various layers or levellings. The entire area had apparently been levelled in
the prehistoric period, and recent trenches had cut into its western part. Thus it is
tempting to conclude that this area was not utilized in the most ancient period, but
rather that somewhere in the central part of the entire plateau there existed a Star-
¢evo settlement. According to the established stratigraphic evidence, the mentioned
peripheral area existed only in the eneolithic period. The lowest stratum is of the Ba-
den Culture, then follow a mixed Baden-Kostolac layer, a pure Kostolac stratum,
and finally a level of Vudedol Culture material. Several pits had also been dug in the
late Bronze Age. The stratigraphy of the eneolithic cultures therefore agrees with
that of the neighboring Gradac site.*

In the investigated section of the Streim vineyard, the Baden stratum was the
most extensive with an average depth of 0,60 m, while the layer of Vucedol material
(most recent) had been largely damaged or destroyed by many years of the deep dig-
ging required for viniculture. Three settlement sub-strata may be discerned within
the Baden level. The oldest contained two subterranean structures and pottery deri-
ving from the pre<classical phase of the Baden Culture® A pure horizon of the early
classical phase follows with several fragmentary and very damaged house floors, as
well as several hearths. The most recent sub-stratum is characterized by the appe-
arance of pottery of the Kostolac cultural complex in association with that of the
early classic Baden culture,

As was already noted, very few of the above-ground objects were preserved,
while most of the excavated area was filled with pits. Of the total of 70 discovered
and completely excavated pits, 32 were from the Baden culture. In 4 of them, Kosto-
lac material was found along with Baden material.

The Baden pits exhibit more or less symmetrical circular or oval shapes and
their walls are entirely perpendicular, meaning that there is mo meaningful wide-
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ning near the base. On the basis of their contents (a profusion of soot, pottery frag-
ments, animal bones, and shells), the majority can be classified as waste pits. Howe-
ver, two pits are of particular importance, as they were used for burials. The Baden
burials are noted as graves 3 and 5, for two Vudedol graves and one Kostolac grave
were also discovered.

Description of graves

Grave 3 (Figure 1)
This is an inhumation grave positioned at the base of the pit excavated in qua-
drants 112 and 113.° Depth of grave: 271 cm.” Orientation: east-west.

The interred was an adult lying on its chest with extended legs and hands cros-
sed below the breast. One foot had been cut off and the other had been shifted to
the side. Two proper grave goods had been placed by the pelvis of the skeleton: a
copper dagger (length: 5.5 cm) and a flint knife, slightly curved at the base (length:
7 cm). The entire grave was buried beneath a layer of pulverized red coloured
house daub. In the level above this many fragments of pottery were found with
characteristics of the early classic phase of the Baden culture, as well as one small
fragment of the stamped pottery of the Kostolac culture.

Grave 5 (Figure 2)

Another inhumation grave positioned at the bottom of a pit dug into sterile
ground in quadrants 124—125. Depth of grave: 365 cm. Orientation: north-south.

This is a child burial, with the interred placed on its back but with contracted
and raised legs, as if it had originally been buried in a crouching or half-sitting po-
sition. Half of the pelvis is missing because¢ a later Kostolac pit (no. 62) intruded on
the area and partially cut through the grave. In the area around the skeleton some
fragments of Baden pottery were found, but there were no grave goods,

Inhumation is the usual ritual in the complex of the Baden culture, although
this cultural group introduced cremation burial into the pannonian-danubian region
as a fundamental innovation.! The practice is manifested particularly in the pre-
~classical phase from which period entire cremation cemeteries are known, such
as Fonyéd and Pilismaré6t.’ In the remaining phases of development, skeleton bu-
rials predominate with isolated examples of cremation graves., However, in the
case of graves 3 and 5 from Vudedol, positions of the skeletoms are unusual. The
Baden oculture before all employed the traditional neolithic manner of burial, mea-
ning on the side in a contracted position. The contracted posture may be very
marked, with the knees so bent that they touch the chest or Jaw, or only mildly
so, with lightly bent legs. The strictly ordered differentiation in position on the
basis of sex (on the left or right side) is not present as in some earlier eneolithic
cultures.’® Still there are some exceptions. One of these is the female grave (no.
56) from the cemetery of Alsénémedi where the skeleton lies on her back but with
slightly contracted and raised legs — ie. the identical position of the child in our
grave 3." Two further inhumations from the Als6némedi cemetery (graves 3B and
56A) had been placed on their backs with slightly raised and contracted legs.?
One more example of a burial on the back in an extended posture comes from the
large cemetery of Budakaldsz, but anthropological analyses indicated that the
person in question differed racially from the rest, hence it was considered that
the interred belonged to a different ethmic group.!® Grave 2 from the Palotaboszk
c}?meterylfhould also be added to these exceptional cases of burials posmoxned on
the back.
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In the teritory of Yugoslavia several individual or group graves of the Baden
culture are now known, but they have all been found in the context of settlements.
There appear to be no separate cemeteries, The largest number of graves were
discovered at Bogojevo: 4 skeletons buried in the traditional contracted position on
the side, and one double grave. In the latter, one skeleton was also lying on the
side in a contracted position, while the other lay on its back with raised legs.

According to the above, the position of the child in grave 5 is not a standard
phenomenon in the Baden culture, but it does occasionally occur. However, the
position of the skeleton in grave 3 is completely exceptional. It is also just as ex-
ceptional to cover the body with crushed daub, which is undoubtably associated
with the practice of scattering ochre on a body. Thus neither Baden grave from
Vucedol can be categorized as a standard bumial. Neither charactenistic — the posi-
tion of the skeleton on the back with raised and contracted legs nor sprinkling ochre
— has a model either in the other older or contemporary eneolithic cultural groups of
the pannonian-danubian region or in the preceeding late neolithic tradition. Such
elements of bunial ritual in the eneolithic period are encountered in the steppe cul-
tures, and mainly in the complex of the so-called Pit-grave Culture® The funda-
mental trait is inhumation in a pit covered by a tumulus. In the majority of cases,
the skeleton is found to have been placed om its back with raised and contracted
legs, and the practice of scattering ochre or smearing red paint on the body is cus-
tomary. Usually there are various wooden constructions, whether they are a simple
coffin, a cart or a hut.'”

In the 1960’s, M. GraSanin pointed out the presence of elements of the steppe
cultures in the Baden and Vucedol cultural groups.® The Baden and Vudedol period
graves from the site of Gradac at Vudedol served as the basis for his hypothesis.
One of the indicators of steppe features for GaraSamin was the appearance of
multiple burials — for example, the so-called »child graveyard« (Schmidi: graves
7—11) or the double female head-tofoot burial (Schmidt: grave 1—2).1° Other cha-
racteristics would be represented by the shape of the grave itself, or rather the
pit in which a body was buried. Gara$anin relates L-shaped pits with a stair-like
entrance to the Catacomb Grave cuiture? The theory of the presence of steppe
clements in the Baden culture has been confirmed by the latest graves from Vu-
fedol, but in somewhat different form. Namely, when comparing these graves_to
the graves of the steppe culture with burial in pits (the so-called Jammaja — Pif —
grave Culture), it is immediately apparent that in his case not all characteristic
elements of a steppe burial are represented. The graves are not under barrows, but
rather in everyday waste pits. There is no trace of any sort of wooden construction.
However, the position of the child skeleton, and particularly the sprinkling of crus-
hed red house daub on the skeleton, are assuredly reflexions of steppe ritual traits.
Crushed daub may be considered an adequate exchange for red ochre, since the
basic meaning of the ritual has not essentially changed. The Ted colour symbolizing
life is present in both cases.

Actually, it is difficult to find parallels among the steppe peoples to the po-
sition of ithe skeleton on its chest. Therefore, the hypothesis that there were
not actual ethnic members of a steppe cultural group at Vudedol, but rather only
a transmission of certain practices from one cultural milieu to the other, is most
believable, An exact ruling in this matter will undoubtedly be given by detailed an-
thropological analyses. For the present, it must be stated that all remaining ele-
ments indicate only Baden cultural presence. The layer of poitery fragments co-
vering grave 3 should be emphasized before all in this aspect. In addition to a
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large amount of standard and hard to classify crude pottery, there were also some
very diagnostic fragments which make possible a more precise internal chronologi-
cal stratigraphy of the Baden culture. A small jug with a high ribbon handle, flat
sides and channel decoration is one of the leading and most characteristic types of
early classic Baden culture (in other words, the B, and B, sub-phases). A fragment
of a bowl with a rounded body and clearly separated gently twisted rim (Fig: 3) has
a profile which is reminiscent of the shape of typical Kostolac bowls, yet the
decoration is unmistakably Baden — a combination of incised hatched triangles and
above them three rows of circular stamps. The remaining fragments of the bowl
are decorated with a combination of incised and stamped motifs (Fig. 2, 5, 6). Apart
from the above mentioned find with a Kostolac profile, one fragment of actual
Kostolac pottery decorated with a stamp motif was found. (Fig. 6/1) This presence
of Kostolac elements places these finds in the B, sub-phase of the early classic
Baden culture?! That would also be the terminus post quem mon for grave 3. The
character of the grave goods — copper dagger and flint knife — suggest that it
was a male grave. The worked flint industry of the Baden culture shows no spe-
cific form nor an especially high degree of development. Simple flint choppers or
knives are the main finds. They are present in settlement levels, but also as grave
goods in male burials. At Gradac (Vudedol), several similar flint knives of the
same dimensions (ca. 7 cm length) were found in pit-cellars.??

The appearance of a copper object in grave 3 (a small dagger) is of particular
importance. Metal objects are generally very scarce at sites of the Baden culture.
Usually only the simplest wonkmanship and shapes are represented: various awls and
needles, straight or fan-shaped flat axes. This category includes the Vudedol dagger
which is very simplified, with an extended triangular shape. The edges were fairly
damaged. Spectral analysis showed the following composition: Cu — 94.0123%
Zn — A768% As — 5.4961% Sn — .0147%

Due to the poorly developed metallurgical technologies, copper objects are
rare grave goods for members of the Baden population. In Yugoslavia only one
fan-shaped copper axe is known from a skeleton burial at Dobanovci® The most
attractive and certainly completely exceptional copper cobject ever found in a
Baden grave is the copper diadem from Viérs.* Evidently copper objects, as parti-
cularly precious and valuable, were added to the graves of the richer and more
influential members of a clan or tribe. Social stratification greatly increased in the
Baden culture, and is particularly manifested in the burial ritual. The deposition
of valuable items, ritual burial with a cow (as in the grave from Bogojevo®), and
certainly the acceptance of new, or rather, foreign practices (here should be in-
cluded the appearance of cremation burial in a turnulus, such as that of Aradjan-
ska humka in Mokrin®), have the function of distinguishing the interred from the
standard mass of the population and also insure the buried the same status in
death as in life, Grave 3 from Vutedol could be interpreted in this manner. Although
the deceased was buried at the bottom of an everyday waste pit, the deposition of
a copper dagger and sprinkling the grave with daub elevate him from average status.
Regardless of what type of solution is offered by anthropological analysis in terms
of the racial group of the buried man, the fact remains that in the complex of the
Baden culture definite elements of a steppe origin are more and more frequent.
They most likely result from the movement and penetration of bearers of the
Pit-grave culture. These elements first appear in the period of the Bodrogkeresziur
culture, but again only in the form of individual cultural influences, and not ethnic
presence” Some Hungarian archacologists consider that an actual penetration by
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the bearers of the Jamnaja (Pit-grave) culture occured exactly in the period of the
florescence of the Baden culture, or rather, that the peneiration caused the end of
the Baden complex in Hungary.” However, to date we have archaeological proof for
an actual ethnic presence of these steppe peoples only in the Tisza valley in Hun-
gary and in a part of the Banat in Yugoslavia? All other manifestations can be
explained only as the result of cultural influences, and this is the case for the above
mentioned elements in the Baden graves at Vudedol. It is significant that these
elements simultaneously point 1o the presence of those influences even in the
early classical phase. However, a connection with the Catacomb culture in the
framework of the Baden culture must be excluded first of all for chronological
reasons.” The penetration of the Catacomb culture bearers into the pannonian-da-
nubian region tock place only in the final period of the eneolithic, and that culture
has a particular role in the formation of the early bronze age cultures.

Translated by Barbara Smith
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