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Within the south Slavonic zadruga individual property was permitted and
was known under various names, the most widespread being osobac, which
is also used in ethnological literature. Although men were allowed to own
individual property, it was more typical of women. The female osobac
usually consisted of money (her dowry), cattle or land which the woman
brought into the zadruga on her marriage or acquired by working in the
zadruga or outside it. In some zadrugas or in most zadrugas in one area the
rules regarding the osobac were different. The reasons for these
differences, which may have resulted from different traditions or external
circumstances, should form the subject of separate studies.!

The present study is concerned with the female osobac. We shall not consider the part
of women's osobac that consisted of land, cattle or money, i. e. their dowry, but the
special right of womaen in zadrugas, especially when it was their turn as the "orderly”
(redula), to collect and sell eggs and to sell fruit and vegetables. The personal property
of women included the seed of flax and hemp, the land on which these crops were grown
and the machines and tools for the processing of textile fibers as wel as looms.

Our study covers the eastern part of Pannonian Croatia and Vojvodina: Slavonia, the
Yugoslav part of Baranja, Batka along the Danube and Srijem, including the area around
Dobrica in Banat. Our sources include the unpublished manuscripts stored in the
Ethnological Institute archives and published material, especially that published in
Zbornik za narodni ¥ivot i obitaje Juinih Slavena (Collected papers on the Life and
Customs of South Slavs): the monographs Otok and Varo§, the answers of Baltazar

1 Milovan Gavazzi, Sudbina obiteljskih zadruga jugoistone Evrope, Vrela i sudbine narodnih tradicija kroz
prostore, vremena i ljude, Zagreb 1978, 80-94.
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Bogi$i¢ and the report about travels in Slavonia by M. Piller and L. Mitterpacher.2
However this malerial is incomplete and does not provide detailed information regarding
the questions dealt with in this study.

The collecting of eggs

In the division of labour in zadruga, women had to look after the poultry, which was
probably the reason for their right, while taking their tumn as redusa, to collect eggs and
sell them without reporting about it to the men folk or the head of the zadruga. Redu3as
were the women in the zadruga who took their turn at doing the work in the house and
around it. As our sources show, the way in which eggs were collected, in terms of who
collected them, how they were stored and used, diffcred from one zadruga to another.

In almost all zadrugas that have been described, eggs are collected by redusas, with the
exception of only one zadruga where this was done by the clder's wile (the gazdarica or
domacica), although the zadruga in question also had redusas.3

In some cases poultry was kept in two places, in the courtyard of the house and na
stanu, that is, in the yard on the outskirts of the village, where livestock was housed and
some of the farm work was done. In this case redusas collected eggs at home and
assistant redu8as (called poredusas) did that na stanu. When the head of the zadruga wab
staying at this outlaying yard, he also collected cggs. So far we have found only one
instance of this practice.4

Most of the data relating to Slavonska Posavina, i. e. the part of Slavonia along the
river Sava, indicale that each woman stored her share of eggs separatcly.3 According to
mutual agreement and their competence, the women in the zadruga used eggs for
cooking, making cakes and setting the hen. When older women in the zadruga were no
longer taking their turns as redu$as, younger women had to make sure they were given
their share of eggs. It was only then that women could use the rest of the eggs as they
wished cither as additional food, most often for children, or for sale.

In some zadrugas, women deposited eggs in a pool and then divided among themselves
either the eggs or the money.¢ Evidence of this practice comes from threee zadrugas in

2 Josip Lovretié, Otok, Zbornik za narodni Zivot i obidaje JuZnih Slavena, 2, 4, Zagreb, 1897, 1899.

Luka Lukié, Varo$, Zbomik za narodni Zivot i obi¢aje JuZnih Slavena, 24, 25, 26, Zagreb, 1919, 1924, 1926.

Baltazar Bogifié, Grada u odgovorima iz razli¢itih krajeva slavenskog juga, Zagreb, 1874.

Tomo Matié, Narodni Zivot i obicaji u PoZeskoj Zupaniji krajem 18. vijeka, Zbornik za narodni Zivol i obitaje

Juznih Slavena, 35, Zagreb, 1951, 5-29.

When researching the matrerial for the present study we read the manuscript matcrial on zadrugas

deposited in the archives of the Ethnological Instiwte. In order to make the anticle as succinct as possible, the

names of the zadrugas have been given in the footnotes.

3 The Sklizovié zadruga, Rakitovica (Donji Miholjac), Emolo¥ki zavod Filozofskog fakulicta, Zagreb,

manuscript material on zadrugas, inv, no. 199. Recorded by Tihana Petrovi€. Further in the text, the material

on zadrugas will be refered to as EZ FFZ Z with the inventory number of the manuscript.

4 The Filipovié zadruga - Acini, Strodinci (Zupanja), EZ FFZ Z 33. Recorded by Stjepan Janjic.

S5 Zadrugas in Slavonska Posavina, recorded by Sigismund Cajkovac, Sce: Sigismund Cajkovac, Seljadka

zadruga u Slavonskoj Posavini, Zagreb, 1912, 88. EZ FFZ Z 1. Such cases arc also found in B. Bogii¢ for

the Gradi¥ka and Brod rcgiments, Stara Pazova, Zemun, Srijem, Banat, Backa and Dobrica and its environs

in Banat. B. Bogisi¢ op. cit. 84.

6 This custom was recorded in the Sklizovié zadruga in Rakitovica EZ FFZ Z 199 (recorded by Tihana

getmvié) and the MatoSevié zadruga in IHabjanovci (Valpovo). EZ FFZ Z 167 (recorded by Zarko
panicek).
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Slavonska Podravina ( the part of Slavonia along the river Drava). It can be assumed here
that dividing of eggs or money was done by the head (gazda) of the zadruga or, which is
even more probable, his wife (gazdarica). Our informants in Podravina were wont to
point out that eggs were abundantly used in cooking and only rarely sold.?

By contrast, there were zadrugas in which women sold most of the eggs for their own
needs. There is only one zadruga in our material in which the eggs were used in the
house for food and a part was sold for the house, i. e. for zadrugal needs.8

In most cases eggs were sold or exchanged by the women themselves - there is only
one record of the head of the zadruga being in charge of it.9

All our data show that the women used their earnings from selling the eggs to buy
some things they needed but which were not provided by the zadruga, such as yarn for
weaving and embroidering, scarves, shoes and the like.

Fruit

Zadrugal women earned a considerable amount of maney by sclling fruit. In most cases
the women picked the fruit together, divided it among the families or according to the
number of zadruga members, and then stored and sold it individually. In some zadrugas,
as one case shows, each woman picked, stored and sold the fruit on her own.19 It should
also be mentioned that grapes and plums in these paris were mostly used for the
production of wine, brandy or jam. The question of how these fruit products were
managed will not be discussed here, although there is evidence that this was done
according to established rules.

Vegetables

In addition to eggs and fruit, zadrugal women oficn sold vegétables. This is confirmed
by all the available data. As we have been able to ascertain, there were several traditional
customs in the growing and division of vegetablcs. In some zadrugas women worked the
common garden together and alter having set aside the necessary quantities for the
household, they sold the surplus and divided the money among themselves.!! In two of
the zadrugas in our material, women grew all the vegetables jointly except onions,
which they grew individually and used when it was their turn to serve as redusa, a task
which involved cooking.!2

There is ample evidence of the land used for growing vegetables being divided into
smaller gardens or slogovi (sing. slog), smaller plots of land on a larger common plot,
worked by each [amily or woman separately.!3 As Josip Lovreti¢ reports in his

7 The information comes from P. E. Mosely, Adapiation for Survival: The VarZi¢ zadruga, the Slavonic and
East European Review, American Scries 2, Vol 21, No. 56, Menacha, 1943, 157, and the Mato3evié zadruga
in Habjanovci, EZ FFZ Z 167 (recorded by Z. Spaniécek).

8 Recorded by T. Petrovié for the Sklizovié zadruga in Rakitovica. EZ FIZ Z 199,

9 The Filipovié¢ zadruga - Acini, Strodinci, EZ FFZ Z 33. (recorded by Stjepan Janji€) and the MatoSevié
zadruga in Habjanovei, EZ FFZ Z 167 (recorded by Z. Spanidek).

10 The Mantinovi¢ zadruga in Donja Moti¢ina near Nafice, EZ FI'Z Z 152, recorded by T. Petrovié.

11 This was the practice in the Filipovi¢ zadruga - Acini, Strofinci; EZ FFZ Z 33, and is also reported by J.
Lovretié, op. cit. 57.

12 Onions were grown in particular in the Jerkovi¢ - Joviéevi zadrugas in KoSka near Nalice, EZ FFZ Z 150
srecordcd by T. Petrovié), and the same case is reported by S. Cajkovac (or Slavonska Posavina (EZ FFZ Z

13 The PandZi¢ zadruga in Donji Emovci near Slavonska PoZega, EZ FFZ Z 130, (recorded by Milana
Cerneli€), the Duri¢ zadruga in Ivanovci near Valpovo, EZ FFZ Z 195 (recorded by Z. Spaniéek), and the
zadruga at Bezdanski put, EZ FFZ Z 143 (recorded by M. Cemelié; similar data are reporied by Lukié for
Varo§, op. cit. 163 and B. Bogisi¢ for the zadrugas in the Gradiska and Brod regiments, op. cit. 109.
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monograph on the village of Otok, there were cases of one and the same village or
zadrugal house with two traditional ways of dividing their vegetable plots. He recorded in
the 19th century that vegetables were planted on common land and were grown jointly.
However, he also describes the Blaskovi zadruga, in which the zadrugal head divided the
vegetable plots among the women, each of whom looked after her own plot. Lovreti¢
dated the origin of the latter tradition to an indefinite time in the distant past, a long time
ago; he also mentions that this way of dividing up the vegetable plots was already
forgotten in Otok at the time he was writing the monograph, i. ¢. in the late 19th
century.14

A subtype of traditional ways of dividing up vegetable plots- is described by Luka
Luki¢ in his monograph on the village of Varo$. There, the zadrugal head sometimes
gave more hardworking women an additional plot, which they could work for a year.
Whether the woman would get use of the plot the following year or whether it would be
given to another woman depended on her behaviour and the head's graciousness.15

All the available data indicate that the women in zadrugas storcd their own vegetables
and used them for cooking on the days when they served as redufa. Only two records
have been found stating explicitly that the women were not allowed to sell vegetables.16

In the traditional division of labour in zadruga women were responsible for the family's
clothes: they cultivated and processed textile crops, spun the yarn, wove the cloth and cut
and sewed the garments. All the tools needed in these operations, especially the loom and
distaff, later the spinning-whcel, were their property. How much cloth a woman was able
to produce and use for her family or sell if there was a surplus depended on her skill and
the organization of the zadruga, i. e. division of labour, Women could also weave and
embroider for other women in their spare time.

Flax and hemp

Our material shows there were five.ways in which zadrugas alloted the land for textile
crops and divided labour involved in their cultivation.!’?

1) Flax and hemp were grown on undivided land and the crop was divided after the
harvest.18 Evidence of this practice comes from two affirmative answers. At what stage
of processing the dividing took place has, unfortunately, not been recorded.

2) There is documented evidence (one zadruga only) that flax seed was given by each
women separately and that the land was divided into equal plots, on which cach woman
cultivated her own crop.!?

3) Flax was sown jointly, alter which each woman tended her plot on her own. This

was the practice in three zadrugas in our material 20

14 J. Lovretié, op. cit. 57.

15 L. Lukié, op. cit. 107.

16 The Kovaéevié = Mitrova zadrugas in Ko¥ka near Naice, EZ FFZ Z 174 (recorded by T. Petrovi€) and
the Stimac zadruga in Bapska in Srijem, EZ FFZ Z 192 (recorded by Josip Forjan).

17 Problems relating 1o the division of the land for the cultivation of flax and hemp and the division of the
harvested flax were noted as carly as 1860, as shown by the documents of the Croatian parliament printed in
that year. See Dragutin Pavligevié, Hrvaiske kuéne zadruge I, (up to 1881), Zagreb, 1989, 164.

18 The Mikié - Vrkié zadrugas in Vetovo near Slavonska PoZega, EZ FFZ Z 128 (recorded by. M. Cerneli€)
and the Prepunié zadruga in Gadinci ncar Dakovo, EZ FFZ Z 6 (rec. anon.).

19 The Filipovié zadrugas - Acini, Stroinci, EZ FIZ Z 33. (recorded by S. Janji€)

20 Recorded by S. Cajkovac for Slavonska Posavina, EZ FI'Z Z 1, the same practice has been recorded in
the Pand%ié zadruga from Donji Emovci (EZ FFZ Z 130, M. Cemelié) and the Mitrovié zadruga in Lukad&
(EZFFZZ 132, M. Cemcli€), both of which are near Slavonska PoZega
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4) In the majority of the described zadrugas no information is given about who
provided the seed. Flax and hemp were grown on zadrugal land but on separate plots. We
do not know who looked after the seed - the women or the whole zadruga.2! It is
interesting to note that M. Piller and L. Mitlerpacher recorded in1783 that flax was not
grown jointly - each woman did it on her own on a plot alloted to her in accordance with
her needs.22

5) In some zadrugas, as one affirmative answer shows, each woman was allowed to
sow as much flax as she was able to cultivate.

All the data related to the cultivation and processing of textile crops remains to be
recorded and studied, in order to determine all the rules pertaining (o the division of land
and seed, the stage at which it was done, or possible regional traditions.

Some data in our material indicate that women were allowed to keep the money
obtained by selling, most often, flax seed.??

As shown by most of our malerial, women sold cloth and ready-madc garments at
fairs.

The fact that when marryng into a zadruga women brought into it looms and some
other devices for the processing of textile crops (most often distalfs and spinning wheels)
is indicated in almost all the studied records on zadrugas. However the material shows
some interesting deviations. Only three records, all of them describing Bunjevci zadrugas
in Backa?s, do not fit the general picture according to which all the marricd women in the
areas of Slavonia and Vojvodina covered by our study owned a loom. For example,
Csaplovi¢, reporting in the early 19th century, says that in every house there are almost
as many looms as there are women?®, In the three zadrugas mentioned above, there is
only one loom, which is part of the common zadrugal property. Weaving was the job of
only one woman, usually the most skilled one.

The tradition of there being only one loom in the zadruga and of one woman producing
linen and woolcn cloth seems to have been characteristic of at Ieast some parts of the
Dinaric area.2’

21 This practice has been recorded by the following authors: S. Cajkovac for zadrugas in Slavonska
Posavina, EZ FFZ Z 1; S. Janjié in the Puriéi zadruga in Vrbanja, EZ FFZ Z 12; M. Cemelié in three
zadrugas near Slavonska PoZega - Poto&anac in Trenkovo, EZ FFZ Z 129, Mitrovié in Lukaé, EZ FFZ Z 132,
and Grgié i Jaguplije, EZ FI'Z Z 131; T. Pewrovi€ in the Abii€ zadruga in Saplinovci ncar Nafice, EZ FFZZ
154, and in the Poljarevié¢ zadruga in Punitovei near Dakovo, EZ FFZ Z 198; P. E. Moseley in The VarZié
zadruga, op. cit. 157; Lukié in the Vro§ zadruga, Op. cit. 167.

22 T. Matié, op. cit. 10.

23 Recorded in the Filipovié - Acini zadrugas, LZ FFZ Z 33. by Stjepan Janjié,

24 Such data have been recorded by Mosely, op. cit. 157, and Bogii¢ for Slavonia, the Gradifka and Brod
regiment, Stara Pazova (Srijem), Strofinci and Zemun, op. cit., 109, 111.

25 Recorded in the following zadrugas: Gabrié in Zednik, BZ FFZ Z 117, Duli¢ in Durdin, EZ FFZ Z 118 and
Matarié in Optinar, EZ FFZ Z 138. Recorded by Milana Cemelié.

26 Johann von Csaplovics, Slavonien und zum Theil Croaticn, I. Pesth (Hanleben's Verlag), 1819, 111.

27 See: M. S. Filipovié, Visotka nahija, Srpski etnografski zbomik, 61, 1949, 88.

A. Jovigevié, Rijecka nahija u Cmoj Gori, Zbornik za narodni Zivol i obi&aje JuZnih Slavena, 15, 1938.
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Conclusion

Further studies should pay more attention to the highly interesting and complex
question of the role of women in the zadrugal economy in general and the osobac in
particular. New data and their comparative study may tell us more about regional
traditions, their mutual contacts and influences and about the existence of two or more
traditions within one village and even one zadruga, as has already been shown in several
places in this study. Once the scope of the studies has been broadened to encompass all
South Slavs, we may find new types of Lhese phenomena. One aspect of these studies
should concentrate on wool as the basic raw material in the production of cloth in the
Dinaric region and the ways in which wool is distributcd and used in zadrugas.

It is interesting to note that the question of women's individual property and its
management was observed and discussed as carly as 1874 by Baltazar Bogisi¢, which
reaffirms him as a great authority on zadrugal problems.

The present study has no pretensions to being complete or definitive. We have used the
available data with the aim of pointing out and classifying some of the most important
facts of this phenomenon (o the extent our material allowed us (o do.
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ZENSKO OSOBNO VLASNISTVO "OSOBAC"

U JUZNOSLAVENSKIM ZADRUGAMA
Sazetak

U prilogu su razmatrani nafini stjecanja prihoda koji ostvaruju Zene u zadruzi
skupljanjem i prodajom jaja, vo¢a i povréa. Razmatra se i osobna svojina Zena nad
sjemenom tekstilnih biljaka, lana i konoplje, zemlje na kojoj se te biljke uzgajaju,
sprava i pomagala za obradu tekstilnih biljaka do niti, a zatim i tkalackih stanova. ‘

U istraZivanju ovog problema ogranilili smo se na podru¢je Slavonije, hrvatskog
dijela Baranje, podunavskog dijela Batke i Srijema, uklju¢ujuéi i podrugje oko Dobrice u
Banatu.

Kao grada posluZila je neobjavljena rukopisna grada koja je pohranjena u arhivi
Emolo¥kog zavoda te ona objavljena, napose u Zbornicima za narodni Zivot i obifaje
JuZnih Slavena (Otok i Varo$). VaZne podatke o ovim problemima donose Baltazar
Bogisi¢, kao i M. Piller i L. Mitterpacher.

U radu su u svezi s ovim na¢inom ZenskogA gospodarenja unutar zadruge uotene neke
regionalne tradicije, kao i postojanje dviju i vi$e tradicija u jednom selu, ili ¢ak, u jednoj
zadruzi. Za o&ekivati je da ¢e biti jo nekih tipova odredenih pojava i njihovih varijanti,
kada se takva istraZivanja pro8irc na sve JuZne Slavene.

Prevela na engeski jezik: Vera Andrassy
Lektorirala: Irena Naglié
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