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Exhibition review  

EXHIBITION ON THE HISTORY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS FOR 

HIGHER EDUCATION IN CROATIA

On December 7, 2007 an exhibition entitled «90 years of the School of 
Medicine of the University of Zagreb» had been opened at the School’s pre-
mises on Šalata and lasted till March 2008.

The exhibition presented the identity of this academic institution, its 
foundation and historical development. The co-authors of the exhibition 
(prof.dr.sc. Stella Fatović Ferenčić, Department for the History of Medicine, 
Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts and Marina Bagarić, higher custodian 
at the Museum of Arts and Crafts in Zagreb) used texts, illustrations and 
graphical presentations on 16 canvas posters in order to survey political, 
administrative, building, educational and scientific processes having taken 
place during the School of Medicine 90-years-long existence. The content of 
the exhibition consisted of photographs of prominent personalities (ban 
Ivan Mažuranić, parliament member Milan Rojc, medical doctors and first 
professors Dragutin Mašek, Miroslav Čačković pl. Vrhovinski, Teodor 
Wickerhauser and Drago Perović), of contruction plans, scans of archival 
documents, lists of facts about faculty journals publication (Croatian Medical 
Journal), about laws which regulate educational and scientific work in the 
field of medicine at universities and scientific institutions and about foun-
ding of other medical institutions for higher education in Croatia (School of 
Public Health, Central Medical Library, medical faculties in Rijeka, Osijek 
and Split, Croatian Institute for Brain Research). Three-dimensional artefacts 
had been borrowed from the Institute for anatomy and Institute for histolo-
gy and embriology of the School of Medicine. Apart from old laboratory 
dish, visitors could observe first text-books, archival documents, diplomas 
and old photographs. 

The first institution for higher medical education in Croatia was opened 
though at the beginning of the 19th century. It was Medico-surgical School in 
Zadar. For obtaining higher medical education medical specialists from 
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Croatia had had to attend classes at Austrian, Italian and Hungarian uni-
versities (Vienna, Prague, Budapest, Padua, Salerno). The history of the 
foundation and development of the School of Medicine in Zagreb depended 
in large part on political circumstances, first in the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and then in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. All the 
same, later development, both academic and scientific, of the newly-foun-
ded School of Medicine had been slow due to economic, political and urba-
nistic problems encountered on the way of constructing the faculty buildin-
gs and adjacent clinics on Šalata. The institution grew nevertheless and has 
reached a point when, in 2004, visionary plans for the founding of a modern 
Biomedical centre on Šalata were presented to the public.
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