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EVOLUTION OF THE MUSEUM EXHIBITION
“‘SLOVENE DENTISTRY COLLECTION”

EVOLUCIJA MUZEJSKOG POSTAVA SLOVENSKE
ZUBARSKE ZBIRKE

Marija Poeivavsek

SUMMARY

In 1993, the Museum of Recent History Celje Viiest tiogput on display its unique den-

tistry collection; we exhibited dentistry instruments, devices and equipment used in the past
by dentists and dental technicians in Slovenia.

Thanks to a private collector from Celje, Franc Stolfa, DMD, a considerable number of
these items have been preserved. He has tallec200@artefacts that were donated to

him by individuals from all over Slovenia and which testify to the development of dentistry
in Slovenia in T&nd 2@ century. Dr. Stolfa had been cooperating with museums, and in

1991 donated the entire collection to the Museum of Recent History Celje in exchange for
permanent care and protection. Experts from the museum now maintain, protect and docu-
ment the collection: they develop it and prest tublic. The main items in the collec-

tion include surgical rooms, dental and dental-technical instruments, devices and equipment,
photographic materials and literature on dentistry.

Over the last decade the dentistry collection has moved several times from one location in
the museum to another, while we continued to work intensively on finding a suitable site
where an exhibition could be set up that would meet museological standards and regulations.
Setting up the exhibition in these spaceswsaioerperiment. It, however, gives both the
custodians of the museum and members of the public, at least in terms of Slovene museology,
a unique opportunity to evaluate the concept of the exhibition and think it over. Once a better
solution, in terms of both form and content, is provided, the exhibition will be modified and
put into its final shape.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Despite the reputation Slovene medicine has enjoyed world-wide, it is
yet to find a place in Slovene museums. Dr. Zvonka Zupanie-Slavec of the
Institute for the History of Medicine at the Medical Faculty in Ljubljana
has been trying for years to set up a comprehensive museological presenta-
tion of the history of Slovene medicine; however, the idea has so far not
been realized. But thanks to enthusiasts, private collectors who care for
our heritage, a considerable part of the medical heritage has nevertheless
been preserved; in our case it was the Celje dentist, Dr. Franc Stolfa, who
over the decades collected a number of artefacts that speak of the devel-
opment of dentistry in Slovenia. He obtained the artefacts from individu-
als from all over Slovenia. Since the collection grew in size considerably,
Dr. Stolfa conceived the idea of a dentistry museum. As private collector,
he contacted museologists, and in 1991 he decided to donate the entire
collection, one of the biggest in Europe, to the Museum of Recent History
in Celje for permanent care and protection. For the donation of this big
museological collection, the Slovene Museological Society presented
Franc Stolfa with the Honorary Valvasor Award in 1997. The director of
the Museum of Recent History Celje, Andreja Rihter, accepted the chal-
lenge at the time, and curated the dentistry collection for the museum. Its
main purpose was to secure and protect a rare part of our cultural heritage
— the medical technical heritage that had until theot been represented
in Slovene museums. The professional staff of the museum have since
taken care of the collection (most of it has been conserved; about half the
artefacts have also been restored), protected and documented it. Because
the collection has expanded considerably over 10 years, it is being devel-
oped continuously, and we have also opened it to the public. The basic
types of artefacts in the collection include surgical rooms, dental and
dental-technical instruments, devices and equipment, photographic mate-
rials and literature on dentistry. Most artefacts come from the end of the
19" century and the 20 century; the oldest dates back to the"&n-
tury.

MUSEOLOGICAL PRESENTATIONS

1993

In May 1993 the Slovene dentistry collection was presented to the
public for the first time; however, we were only able to exhibit one part of
it because of a lack of space. Museologically, the exhibition was designed
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so that two dental surgical rooms were first presented, followed by a tech-
nical display that featured dental and dental-technical instruments and
devices.

The first surgical room dates from the period before the First World
War. This dental chair already had a movable headrest, to which a reflec-
tor was attached. Next to the chair were the foot-operated dental drill and
a spittoon. To the right of the chair were the basin and two cabinets with
medications, scales and manuals. The integral (and above all painful!)
part of any such surgical room was the foot-operated dental drill that was
used for drilling and trimming teeth. This kind of a drill remained in the

A scene from the exhibition, 1993
Detalj s izlozbe iz 1993.
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surgical room for back-up even after electricity was introduced. The surgi-

cal room included other devices (the stove for dental flasks), apparatuses
(the apparatus for dot welding) and, of course, implements (forceps,

impression spoons, a burner) and instruments. The room also included a
desk that was used by the dentist and his assistant, the dental technician’s
desk together with the corresponding implements, gold smelting devices,
and a foot-operated machine for polishing dental crowns and dentures.

The second surgical room dates to the 1930s, but it was in use for years
even after the Second World War. It already had a hydraulic dental chair
with a movable head- and backrest, and the instruments were fairly similar
to today’s. On the tray there were dental mirrors, dental probes, pumps for
amalgam fillings, and dental tweezers. Other items on the table included
a box with the drill heads, two glass vessels for small instruments and wad-
ding, and medications they used in everyday practice; then there was a
separator and two contra-angles and a handpiece into which the drill was
inserted. Next to the chair was a small table with some tools and a steril-
izer. Next to the table were an x-ray illuminator and a dry-air sterilizer.
Also visible were the implements for pressing amalgam fillings and a por-
table dental drill.

In addition to the two surgical rooms, the display room features glass
cabinets with dental and dental-technical materials: old dental and den-
tal-technical instruments, devices and equipment that the dentists used to
alleviate pain and replace missing teeth. The exhibits illustrated the
development of technical equipment and dentistry in thé a8d 2@
centuries.

The exhibition ends with five dental chairs, from around 1880, 1908,
1920, 1944 and 1955. These interesting museological artifacts are also in
their own way illustrative of the development of dentistry.

Because of limited space, professionals and the public could get to see
only certain parts of the collection after 1993, and even these were moved
several times because of renovations to the museum. However, we contin-
ued to work intensively on finding additional space for the best possible
museological presentation and storage required by the museological stan-
dards and regulations for such a specific collection. New premises for the
dentistry collection were given for use to the Museum of Recent History
Celje in 2001 by the Municipality of Celje. With the financial support of
the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia, the museum was
renovated for exhibition between 2001 and 2004.
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2004

Setting up the exhibition of the Slovene dentistojiection anew, our
main priority was to protect and preserve the materials that were unique
in Slovenia in terms of their content. We wanted the exhibition to be as
comprehensive, clear, understandable, simple and not uncluttered as pos-
sible, but at the same time educational and telling for various groups of
visitors.

This permanent exhibition that particularly targets young people and
experts, but is also intended for other visitors, has involved the following
activities:

- preparation of the premises for the exhibition.

- protection and documentation of the collection (safeguard protec-
tion, documentation of the collection, photographing of the arte-
facts, computer documentation),

- preservation and restoration of the artefacts (preservation, restora-
tion),

Spatial layout of the surgical rooms, 2004

Prostorni raspored ordinacija, 2004.
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