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Summary

The analysis of the contents of 690 children's drawings of the den-
tist's office was carried out with the aim of determining the presence of
»fear-inducing« and »encouraging« elements in these drawings. The results
showed that only 9%, of children drew encouraging elements like flowers,
pictures, decorations, etc. The presence of fear-inducing elements appea-
red to depend on: 1) children’s previous experience; 2) children’s age;
3) how the topic had been presented to chidren; and 4) what elements
did actually exist in the dentist’s office.
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INTRODUCTION

Children’s reactions to the environment of a dental’s office can be
studied in several ways.

A direct observation and registration of patient’s behavior during a
dental treatment has proved to be the most reliable and methodologically
best method. However, the use of this method requires collection of
information over prolonged periods of time, since it has to be carried
out individually. Apart from that, it also requires certain organizational
adjustments as well as training of the staff in the recording procedure.

Such studies usually include some physiological tests (such as blood
pressure measurement) as well as observation and recording of various
physiological manifestations of fear (such as sweating, redness of the
face, alternations in the iris) and of certain behavioral components (such
as crying, refusing to open the mouth, etc) (llesié¢ 1).
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