EDITORIAL

THE NEW EU FORESTRY STRATEGY: FOR FORESTS

AND THE FOREST-BASED SECTOR

At the end of September the competent Ministry received
areport dealing with the above topic. Sent by the European
Commission Secretary General, the report was addressed
to the Secretary General of the Council of the European
Union and all the EU Member States. The report was
forwarded to the Croatian Forestry Association, the Aca-
demy of Forestry Sciences and other forestry institutions.

The report, describing the forest condition and the fra-
mework, which we will present here in brief, contains 16
pages and starts from some general forest data. Forests and
other wooded land cover over 40 % of the EU land area, in-
creasing by around 0.4 % per year, whereas globally, forest
area continues to decrease. Only 60-70 % of the annual in-
crement is being cut, but harvest rates are expected to in-
crease by around 30 % by 2020. Forests are multifunctional
and their socio-economic importance is high, but often
underestimated. Forest biomass currently accounts for aro-
und half of the EU’s total renewable energy consumption.
In order to ensure these benefits in a balanced manner,
it is crucial to apply sustainable forest management.

A clarification follows as to why a new framework is nee-
ded in the aftermath of significant societal and political
changes in the past 15 years and growing demands on and
threats to forests. We shall briefly mention three out of the
six reasons: a) ensure that the multifunctional potential of
EU forests is managed in a sustainable and balanced way;
b) satisfy the growing demand for raw material, and c) res-
pond to the challenges and opportunities that forest-based
industries face in terms of various efficiencies.

What step forward should be taken that relates to an integral
approach to forest management and the entire forest value
chain? The guiding principles are: sustainable forest mana-
gement and the multifunctional role of forests, resource
efficiency where the contribution of forests to rural deve-
lopment, growth and job creation is optimized, as well as
global forest responsibility that promotes sustainable pro-
duction and consumption of forest products.

The 2020 forest objectives are to ensure and demonstrate
that all forests are managed according to sustainable forest
management principles. This contributes to balancing va-
rious forest functions and provides a basis for forestry and
the whole forest-based value chain to be competitive con-
tributors to welfare.

The eight linked priority areas of the strategic orientation
are to:

- Support rural and urban communities (through strategic
orientations: using rural development funds, where the
Commission and the Member States should assess and
improve the effect of forestry measures under rural deve-
lopment policy, as well as improve their valuing of the be-
nefits that forests give to society).

— Foster the competitiveness and sustainability of forest-ba-
sed industries, bio-energy and the wider green economy.

- Forests are vulnerable to climate change. It is therefore
important to maintain and enhance their resilience and
adaptive capacity.

- Efforts to protect forests and biodiversity should aim to
maintain, enhance and restore forest ecosystems’ resili-
ence and multi-functionality, as well as prevent negative
impacts on forests.

- Improve the forest knowledge base to better understand
the complex environmental and societal challenges — set
up the Forest Information System of Europe.

- Stimulate new innovative forestry and added-value pro-
ducts.

According to the forestry measures plans, €5.4 billion from
the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
have been earmarked for forestry measures in 2007-2013.
A similar level of spending could be expected for 2014-
2010.

In conclusion, the European Parliament and the Council
are invited to endorse this strategy and to express their vi-
ews on its implementation.

In our opinion, we have almost no objections to the propo-
sed strategy. This strategy contains all the elements which
the Croatian Forestry Strategy should contain and which
we have been seeking for and advocating for years, but to
no avail. Instead of the Croatian Forestry Strategy to serve
as an exemplary model for the EU Member States, we shall
only now, as the EU member, be forced to develop our own
Forestry Strategy, which is sad and shameful. It is obvious
that we only function under coercion, even in segments
such as forestry, where resources and knowledge should
objectively place us among the top states.
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