At the November 2006 Riga Summit NATO stopped short of issuing an invitation to any of the three formally recognized aspirants — Croatia, Macedonia and Albania. They specified, however, that at the next summit in 2008, “the Alliance intends to extend further invitations to those countries that meet NATO’s performance based standards and are able to contribute to Euro-Atlantic security and stability.” This gives Croatia additional incentives and time to implement the reforms and restructuring needed to ensure it will be invited to join the Alliance.  It also gives the Croatian public more time to understand, debate and, hopefully, actively support the responsibilities inherent in NATO membership. (It is certainly no coincidence that Croatia is the only aspirant to whom the Summit Declaration signals a need “to ensure that its membership aspirations are backed by stronger popular support”).

Indeed, popular support to NATO accession is temporarily very low in Croatia – floating somewhere around 30 percent. With such a support any future and possible referenda will fall short. Although, according to the Constitution, the Government is not obligated to organize referenda on this issue. The general awareness is that such a support will improve the potential of the country to act as a reliable NATO member. However, having in mind the failure of EU constitution referenda in France and The Netherlands, one might ask him/herself whether such kind of democratic expression is appropriate for such comprehensive and crucial verdict for the future status of any given country. The routine explanation of such a low support is that the general public is allegedly not informed enough of the quintessence of the problem, so the positive communication and promotion campaign has missed its goal or it has not taken place at all.

When organizing such campaign one of the main problems is how to face false perceptions or even fake facts. We are focussing now on a segment of citizens who are positively oriented but really badly informed or manipulated by intentionally launched counter campaign. There is indeed in Croatian society a relatively small but very loud group of citizens, who are completely against Croatia’s inclusion into international community.    They have a vision of Croatia as xenophobic and isolated country and do not like any kind of stability in this area, thus promoting merely its/their economic interest that can be fulfilled only in a chaotic and erratic situation. They are lunching lies, saying that, for instance, every NATO member is required to deploy foreign military bases on its own territory or is forced to send conscript soldiers in hazardous peace-making missions in the most dangerous hotbeds in the world.

Croatian International Relations Review (CIRR) and Institute for International Relations (IMO) as its publisher have for a long time made a lot of intellectual and expert effort to explain, within its academic mandate, factual costs and benefits of Croatia’s inclusion into NATO, thus offering the optimal response to all these fakes. Continuing along these lines, in this issue we are publishing the article written by a very competent expert, Leo Michel, a Senior Research Fellow in the Institute for National Strategic Studies. The Institute is a defence and security policy research and strategic gaming organization within National Defense University, located in Southwest Washington, D.C. The article named “NATO Decisionmaking: How the Consensus Rule Works” will certainly contribute to the better understanding of the benefits any concerned country, including Croatia, will have from the full-fledged NATO membership.

In fact, we are talking about the issue of global and national security that is very much associated with successful building of the knowledge based society. It could even be said that they are interdependent. This interconnection is also being discussed in this issue. However, security is not only the monopoly of NATO. The EU is just developing its own security structure within the framework of Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP). As an input for better understanding of the relevance of this project, the IMO has organized two conferences with very respectful foreign partners. The first one, entitled “The EU’s Foreign and Security Agenda and the Western Balkans”, took place in Dubrovnik in cooperation with the EU Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) from Paris, with the main aim to bring together officials and experts from the EU and from the Western Balkans to debate together the broader context of the EU’s foreign and security agenda, in which the Western Balkans remains a priority, as well as to enhance the understanding of the ESDP in the regional community policy. The second conference entitled “Enhancing Security Sector Governments through Security Sector Reform in the Western Balkans – the Role of the European Union”, was organized in Zagreb, represents the joint endeavour of the then Finish EU Presidency, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) and IMO to discuss the role of the EU in supporting security sector reform in the Western Balkans and to examine local needs and achievements in this field.

In order to bring these topics closer to the readers thus raising the awareness of the general Croatian public as well as the regional awareness, in this issue the CIRR carries both summaries as a Dossier that should serve as a valuable contribution.  

Other articles as well deserve some attention addressing relevant issues in international relations. Special interest from the point of view of  “how others see us” can be triggered by the article "The EU's New Security Strategy and the Balkans" by a Japanese expert, Sakai Kazunari, who is in the position to scrutinize problems in South Eastern Europe from very far distance. This paper has been presented at the Japanese-Croatian seminar held at IMO, and it is the first contribution of a Japanese expert in the CIRR. 

Regular sections such as Chronology, Book Reviews and Events carry very useful information and analyses, which further contribute to the relevance of this issue.
