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Two records of Anthaxia nigrojubata incognita in Croatia are reported. Both 
records originate from the Dinarides mountain chain, one from Velebit and 
the other from the Gorski kotar region. Since this species is present in all the 
neighbouring countries, the confirmation of the occurrence of this species in 
Croatia was expected, but nevertheless it represents valuable records for the 
beetle fauna of the country.

Jewel beetles, Dinarides, distribution, new record

T. KOREN, E. PRAPROTNIK I M. ZDEŠAR: Prilog poznavanju rasprostra-
njenosti vrste Anthaxia nigrojubata incognita (Coleoptera: Buprestidae) u Hrvat-
skoj. Entomol. Croat. Vol. 18. Num. 1–2: 13–16?

Rad prikazuje dva nova nalaza krasnika Anthaxia nigrojubata incognitana 
na području Hrvatske. Oba nalaza potječu iz planinskoga lanca Dinarida, jedan 
s Velebita, a drugi iz Gorskog Kotara. Budući da je ova vrsta prisutna u svim 
susjednim zemljama, potvrda ove vrste u Hrvatskoj bila je očekivana, no nala-
zi u svakom slučaju predstavljaju vrijedan nalaz za faunu kornjaša Hrvatske.

Krasnici, Dinaridi, distribucija, novi nalaz

The jewel beetle fauna of Croatia has never been systematically surveyed, but 
relevant data can be found in several papers, originating from the end of the 19th 
century to the present day (e.g. Langhoffer, 1900; Koča, 1906; Novak, 1952, Mar-
cuzzi, 1986; Durbešić et al., 1995; Vujčić – Karlo et al., 1995; Sakalian, 2007). No 
checklist has ever been published for Croatia, but the most comprehensive data can 
be found in the Catalogue of Palearctic Coleoptera (Löbl & Smetana, 2006) which 
covers most of the known literature records for the country. 

Here we present new records of Anthaxia nigrojubata incognita Bílý, 1974 in 
Croatia (Figure 1). In Europe, two subspecies of A. nigrojubata have been described: 
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Figure 1. Anthaxia nigrojubata incognita from Voda Begovača, Velebit

Figure 2. Distribiution of Anthaxia nigrojubata incognitain Croatia.

A. n. incognita, distributed in most of Europe (Austria, the Czech Republic, the Bal-
kans, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, the Ukraine) and 
the western parts of Turkey (Bílý, 1997) and Anthaxia nigrojubata inexpectata Novak, 
1986 known from Crete (Novak, 1986). A. n. incognita is a medium sized beetle, of 
4.9 to 8.2 mm in length. The basic colour of the elytra is bronze; the scutellum is 
quite rough, as long as wide and metallic green or bronze at least on the edges. The 
underside has a green-golden colour (Bílý, 1989). It is a saproxylic mountain species 
(Gutowski & Milkowski, 2008). Larval development lasts two years (Bílý, 1989) in-
side the weaker branches of Abies sp., Pinus sp., Picea sp. and Juniperus sp. (Tezcan 
& Bílý, 1998). The adults are thermophilous and photophilous (Gutowski & 
Milkowski, 2008), frequently visiting white and yellow flowers (Bílý, 1989). It is ac-
tive in June and July (Bílý, 1989). 
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The first specimen was stored in the collection of the first author, while the 
second specimen, collected by Egon Pretner was given to the third author, and 
stored in his private collection. They were identified using the identification key for 
the fauna of Italy (Curletti et al., 2003). Nomenclature follows Fauna Europaea (Ku-
ban & Bílý, 2004). Specimens belonging to the A. n. incognita subspecies were col-
lected at the following localities:

1.  Sunger, Gorski Kotar, 10.6.2009, 45.321298, 14.822797, 799 m a.s.l., collected 
with a catcher at the forest edge, leg. & det. Toni Koren,

2.  Voda Begovača, Velebit, 8.6.1955, 44.735473, 15.115119, 820 m a.s.l., leg. Egon 
Pretner, det. Marko Zdešar.

Both records of this species originate from the Dinaric mountain chain (Fig. 2), 
indicating that this species inhabits montane habitats in Croatia. This species is 
probably more widespread in the country, but its distribution is still unknown, and 
with only two records, no more detailed distribution or the threatened status of this 
species can be evaluated. 

According to the literature known to the authors, and the Catalogue of Palearc-
tic Coleoptera (Löbl & Smetana, 2006) no records of this species in Croatia have ever 
been published. It is possible, and most probable, that in foreign entomological col-
lections, other specimens of this species exist, like the specimen collected by Egon 
Pratner, and donated to the third author. However, the aim of this paper is to con-
tribute to the knowledge of the presence and distribution of this species in Croatia, 
and as such, these two new records are important, as they represent first concrete 
records for the country, accompanied by all the necessary data (e.g. locality, date, 
collector).

In the database Fauna Europea this species it is marked as present in Croatia 
(Kuban & Bílý, 2004), but we are not familiar on the basis of which record(s). Such 
»presence« records are given also for two other species, not represented in the lit-
erature known to the authors, or the Catalogue of Palearctic Coleoptera (Löbl & 
Smetana, 2006): Anthaxia plicata Kiesenwetter, 1859 and Anthaxia morio Fabricius, 
1792. On the other hand, two additional species mentioned by Novak (1952), which 
were not mentioned by Löbl & Smetana (2006), are indeed present in Fauna Euro-
paea (Kuban & Bílý, 2004): A. deaurata and A. fulgurans. Since A. nigrojubata incog-
nita is present in all the neighbouring countries (Bílý,1997), the record of this species 
in Croatia was expected, but nevertheless it is still a valuable record for the beetle 
fauna of the country.

According to the Catalogue of Palearctic Coleoptera (Löbl & Smetana, 2006), 28 
species of the genus Anthaxia Eschscholtz, 1829 have been recorded for Croatia. If 
additional literature is reviewed (Novak, 1952), which Lobl & Smetana (2006) do 
not list, another 8 species are known from the country: Anthaxia kiesenwetteri Mar-
seul, 1865, Anthaxia praeclara Mannerheim, 1837, Anthaxia deaurata Gmelin, 1788, 
Anthaxia funerula (Illiger, 1803), Anthaxia fulgurans Schrank, 1789, Anthaxia corinthia 
Reiche & Saulcy, 1856, Anthaxia sturanyi Obenberger, 1914 and Anthaxia nigritula 
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Ratzeburg, 1837. Of those species, only the record of A. fulgurans fits the known 
distribution range of this species in Europe, and thus it probably occurs in Croatia. 
All the other records will need to be confirmed, as they represent southern Balkan 
or western Mediterranean species (Löbl & Smetana, 2006). Additionally, Sakalian 
(2007) published records of two additional species for the fauna of Croatia, An-
thaxia (Haplanthaxia) kiesenwetteri Marseul, 1865, and Anthaxia (Anthaxia) bicolor bi-
color Faldermann, 1835. With that in mind, the total number of species occurring in 
Croatia would be 38, but the number may rise with further surveys and/or publica-
tion of material from foreign entomological collections.

In general, the fauna of Buprestidae is still poorly researched and known in 
almost all countries of the ex-Yugoslavia, as well as other countries on the Balkan 
peninsula, with few rare exceptions (e.g. Bulgaria, Sakalian, 2003) and additional 
surveys are needed to gain a more complete insight in the jewel beetle fauna of the 
area.
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