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U radu se istrazuje demografsko gibanje unutar mikrocjeline Veljaci u opéini Ljubuski. U istrazivanju je
kao izvor primarnih podataka koristena najstarija mati¢na knjiga krstenih s prijelaza iz 18. u 19. stoljece za
prostor koji obuhvaéa danasnja zZupa Veljaci. Dobiveni podaci su povijesno-demografskim, mikrohistorijskim i
komparativno-historijskim metodoloskim pristupom ras¢lanjeni. Ciljevi istrazivanja su predstaviti nekadasnje
demografske zbilje ovoga mikroprostora s imperijalne granice, opisati mu demografske pokazatelje i njihovu
dinamiku, ponajprije one vezane za natalitet, te uociti eventualne trendove koji bi upucivali na demografska
kretanja Sirega podrudja, to jest podrudje tadasnje zupe Ljubuski u ¢jelini.

Ogranicenim istrazivanjem i analizom podataka prikupljenih pri heuristickim zahvatima za §iru i iscrpniju
studiju o ljubuskom stanovni$tvu, djelomi¢no smo odskrinuli vrata demografske zbilje ovoga podrudja s krajnje
periferije Osmanskoga Carstva na prijelazu iz 18. u 19. stolje¢e. Komparativno-historijski pristup je pokazao
da se obiljezja nataliteta uklapaju u pravilnosti utvrdene istrazivanjima na raznim, zemljopisno blizim, ali i
udaljenijim podrudjima. Sli¢no je pokazala i analiza antroponimijskoga korpusa. Istrazivanje podataka mati¢nih
knjiga pruzilo nam je prvi, preliminarni uvid u demografsku sliku dijela Ljubuskoga, a nadamo se da e nastavak
istrazivanja cjelokupne ljubuske mikrocjeline, znacajno upotpuniti sliku i bar djelomi¢no rekonstituirati njezin
cjelokupni demografski razvoj.

Kljuéne rijeci: Veljaci, demografska kretanja, Ljubuski, istrazivanje, mati¢na knjiga krstenih, mikrocjelina

This study examines demographic trends within the micro unit Veljaci in the municipality of Ljubuski.
The sources of primary data were the oldest registers of births from the turn of the 19th century in the area
encompassed in the parish Veljaci. The data were analysed using historical and demographic, microhistorical
and comparative-historical methodological approach. The research goalis to present former demographic reality
of this micro-space at the empire border describe its demographic indicators and their dynamics, especially those
related to the birth rate, and pinpoint any trends that would indicate demographic trends of the surrounding
area, that is, former parish Ljubuski as a whole.

With limited research and analysis of data collected in heuristic procedures for a broader and more
comprehensive study of Ljubuski population, we gained an insight into demographic reality of this area from
the extreme periphery of the Ottoman Empire at the turn of the 19th century. Comparative-historical approach
showed that the characteristics fit into the regularity established by various studies, of geographically closer, but
also more remote areas. The analysis of the anthrophonymy corpus also proved similar facts. The analysis of the
data from parish registers provided the first, preliminary insight into the demographic image of one section of
Ljubuski, and we hope that further research of the entire micro-unit of Ljubuski will significantly complement it
and at least partially reconstruct its entire demographic development.

Keywords: Veljaci, demographic movements, Ljubuski, probing, register of baptisms, micro-space
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Uvod

U sklopu Ssire studije o demografskim
gibanjima i o stanovnistvu Ljubuskoga koristili
smo se mati¢nim knjigama krstenih toga
podrudja, prije svega knjigama zupe Ljubuski
(Veljaci). Nakon vise od dva burna stoljeca
stvaranja, uporabe i ¢uvanja, sazrelo je vrijeme
da matiéne knjige krstenih postanu predmet
znanstvenoga interesa. Stoga smo za potrebe
ovoga na temelju prijevoda i ra¢unalne obrade
njihova sadrzaja, poduzeli manje istrazivanje
usmjereno na najstariju mati¢nu knjigu krstenih
s prijelaza iz 18. u 19. stoljece i prostor koji
obuhvada danas$nja zupa Veljaci. U ovome
istrazivanju sluzili smo se informatickim alatom.
Povijesno-demografskim, mikrohistorijskim i
komparativno-historijskim pristupom rasclanili
smo dobivene podatke, zeleéi tako predstaviti
nekadasnje demografske zbilje ovoga mikro-
prostora s imperijalne granice, opisati njegove
demografske pokazatelje i njihovu dinamiku,
ponajprije one vezane za natalitet, te uoditi
eventualne trendove koji bi upudivali na
demografska kretanja Sirega podrudja, to jest
podrudje tadasnje zupe Ljubuski u ¢jelini.

Zemljopisno-upravni i kronoloski okvir

Istrazivana mikrocjelina, danasnji prostor
zupe Veljaci, u upravnom smislu pripada Bosni i
Hercegovini,smjestenajeuzgranicus Republikom
Hrvatskom, u Zapadnohercegovackoj zupaniji i
opéini Ljubuski. U crkvenom ustroju danasnja
zupa je ostatak, nakon niza cijepanja i odvajanja,
nekadasnje stare i prostrane Zupe Ljubuski (koja
se u onodobnim vrelima katkad naziva i Veljaci)
i nalazi se ljubuskom dekanatu Mostarsko-
duvanjske biskupije. Prostor nekadasnje Zupe
Ljubuski' (Veljaci), koja je u promatranome
razdoblju obuhvadala znatno S$iri prostor, za
ovo smo istrazivanje “suzili” na sastavnice
danasnje zupe Veljaci, odnosno sela Veljake,

! Kako je kroz prili¢cno dugacku pisanu povijest svojega
postojanja uglavnom “pokrivala” prostor Ljubuskog, to se
u vrelima Cesto imenuje i kao zZupa Ljubuski, a katkad i kao
“Veljaci iliti Ljubuski”. Buduéi da je znatno Ceséa uporaba
naziva Ljubuski, to ¢emo za onodobno imenovanje rabiti
taj naziv.
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Introduction

As a part of a wider study on demographic
trends and the population of Ljubuski, the first and
essential source of information we used were the
registers of that area, and especially such books
from the parish of Ljubuski (Veljaci). Indeed, after
more than two turbulent centuries of their creation,
use and storage, now it is the time for them to
become the subject of scientific interest. Therefore,
based on translation and computer processing
of their content, for this occasion we performed
minor probing focused on the oldest register of
baptisms from the turn of the 19th century and
the area encompassed in the parish of Veljaci. In
this probing we used IT tools to a great extent.
The analysis of data obtained through probing was
based on a historical-demographic, micro-historical
and comparative-historical approach. The aim
was to get an insight into the former demographic
reality of this micro-space by the imperial
boundary, outline its demographic indicators and
their dynamics, especially those related to birth
rate, and to observe possible trends indicating the
demographic movements of the wider area, i.e. the
area of the former parish Ljubuski as a whole.

Geographical-administrative and chronological
framework

The micro-space, which is the object of research,
encompasses the current area of the parish Veljaci
is part of Bosnia and Herzegovina, located along
the border with the Republic of Croatia, in the
West Herzegovina Canton and the municipality of
Ljubuski. Regarding church organization, today’s
parish is only a vestige of the old and large parish
of Ljubuski (which was sometimes called Veljaci
in contemporary sources) after a series of splitting
and separations and is located in Ljubuski deanery,
Roman Catholic Diocese of Mostar-Duvno. Thus,
the area of the former parish Ljubuski' (Veljaci),
which included a much wider area in the reporting

! Whereas in the rather long written history of its existence it
largely “covered” the area of Ljubuski, it is often named as
the parish of Ljubuski in historical sources, and sometimes
as “Veljaci aka Ljubuski”. Since the use of the name
Ljubuski is much more frequent, we will use that name for
the nomination of that time.
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Orahovlje,> Grab i Vasarovice. U istrazivanome
razdoblju taj je prostor pripadao Bosanskom
apostolskom vikarijatu, duhovno je bio skrbljen
od franjevaca iz samostana u KreSevu, dok je
u upravno-sudskom smislu pripadao ljubuskoj
nahiji i kadiluku u Hercegovackome sandzaku,
Bosanskom ejaletu i Osmanskom Carstvu. 1
kronoloski okvir istrazivanja bio je odreden
vrelom koje ¢ini okosnicu ovoga rada (mati¢na
knjiga krstenih), a to je prijelom 18.1 19. stoljeca.

Drustvenopovijesne okolnosti

Nakon dva uistinu dugotrajna i iscrpljujuca
ratna sraza u 17. stolje¢u, koji su izazvali
posvemasnju  gospodarsku  devastaciju i
demografski rasap prostora Ljubuskoga, ni
pocetak novoga stoljeca nije nagovijestao nista
dobra doli nastavak ve¢ dobro znanih nevolja.
No nakon relativno kratke i u usporedbi s
poteskodama dva prethodna rata iz 17. stoljeca,
neznatne ratne epizode, u literaturi oznalene
kao Mali rat,® za podrudje Ljubuskoga je
nastupilo razdoblje neuobicajena mira i politicke
stabilnosti, koja ¢e potrajati sve do propasti
Osmanskoga Carstva nesto vise od stoljeca i pol
kasnije.* Uglavljivanjem mirovnog ugovora pod
Satorima Pozarevca 1718. izmedu imperija na
zalazu moci, Osmanlija i Serenissime, trajno su
prestala njihova medusobna ratna sukobljavanja
i destrukcije, ali je novouspostavljena imperijalna
granica, Linea Mocenigo, bila nastavak razbijanja
cjelovitosti prostora nastanjena istovjetnim
etnokulturnim korpusom.’ Dodatna posljedica
povladenja spomenute imperijalne granice bilo
je potiskivanje imena Hercegovine samo na dio
koji je i nadalje ostao pod Osmanlijama, dok
se na mletackome zauzecu ponovno prosirilo
ime Dalmacije, mnogo uze od njezina antickog

2 Orahovlje je naselje danas smjesteno u podnozju brda
Orah, uz cestu Ljubuski-Vitina-Vrgorac, a u istrazivanom
je razdoblju njegovo stanovnistvo uglavnom bilo smjesteno
u danas napustenom brdskom zaseoku Ljutovlje.

3 Uz taj, rabi se jo$ i naziv Drugi morejski rat ili Sinjsko-
imotski rat.

* Nestabilnost i ratne razmirice nije donijelo ni ubrzano
smjenjivanje vlasti triju carstava u dalmatinskom
susjedstvu potkraj 18. i prvih desetljeca 19. stoljeca, kao
ni kratka epizoda u osmanlijskim sukobima i nemirima
tridesetih godina 19. stoljeca.

5 To je bilo ucinjeno veé¢ nakon Prvoga morejskog rata
i mira sklopljenoga u Srijemskim Karlovcima, kada je
izvr§eno razgraniCenje 1 povudena granicna crta zvana
Linea Grimani.
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period, was “narrowed down” for this research to
the components of today’s parish of Veljaci and
villages Veljaci, Orahovlje,> Grab and Vasarovidi.
In the examined period that area belonged to
the Bosnian Apostolic Vicariate, was spiritually
supervised by the Franciscans from the monastery
in Kresevo, while in the administrative and judicial
sense it belonged to the Ljubuski nabiyah (nabija)
and kadiluk in the Herzegovinian sanjak (sandzak),
Bosnian eyalet (ejalet) and the Ottoman Empire.
The chronological framework of the research
was also determined by the source of information
which is the backbone of this work (the register of
baptisms) dating from the turn of the 19th century.

Socio-Historical circumstances

After two extremely long and exhausting
war conflicts of the 17th century, which caused
utter economic devastation and demographic
disintegration of Ljubuski, not even the beginning
of the new century had brought anything good but
a continuation of the already well-known troubles.
However, after relatively short and minor episodes
of war, in comparison with the two previous
difficult wars from the 17th century, in literature
called Mali rat (Small War),? there was an unusual
period of peace and political stability in Ljubuski,
which lasted until the fall of the Ottoman Empire,
a bit more than a century and a half later.* By
signing a peace treaty in the tents of Pozarevac in
1718 between two collapsing weakened empires,
the Ottoman Empire and the Serenissima, their
conflicts and war destruction had permanently
ceased, but the newly established imperial border,
Linea Mocenigo, was a continuation of breaking up
the integrity of the area populated by an identical
ethno cultural corps.’ Another consequence of
the withdrawal of the said empire borders was

2 Orahovlje is today a village situated at the foot of the hill
Orah, along the road Ljubuski-Vitina-Vrgorac, whereas in
the studied period its population was mainly settled in the
now deserted mountain hamlet Ljutovlje.

3 With this name, the name Second Morean War or Sinj-
Imotski War is used.

4 Neither the accelerated removal of imperial sovereignties in
the southern neighborhood at the end of the 18™ and the first
decades of the 19th century, nor a brief episode of Ottoman
conflict and unrest in the 1830s managed to bring instability
and war disputes.

5 This was done after the first Morean War and peace
concluded in Srijemski Karlovci, when delineation was
performed and the boundary line called Linea Grimani was
drawn.
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obuhvata, $to je s vremenom dovelo do
uspostavljanja dvaju novih regionalnih identiteta,
dalmatinskog i hercegovackog, odnosno, u
pejorativnom govoru, “Sperskog” i “vlaskoga”.
Nakon svih tih previranja istrazivani prostor
Ljubuskoga ostao je u sklopu Osmanskoga
Carstva i nasao se doista na njegovoj krajnjoj
periferiji, na samoj imperijalnoj granici, ustrojen
kao istoimena nahija u Sirem upravnom okviru
Hercegovackoga sandzaka i  Bosanskoga
ejaleta. Istrazivano razdoblje je vrijeme zalaza
nekadasnjega sjaja i moci Osmanskoga Carstva
i naznaka prvih proplamsaja modernizacijskih
procesa, koji nisu mogli zaobidi ni “staroga
bolesnika s Bospora”, odnosno razdoblja prvih
europeiziraju¢ih reformi sultana Selima TII.
(DzAjA, 1999., 16-17), ali i iznimno dinami¢nih
vojno-politickih i dru$tvenih previranja na
europskoj sceni.®

Metodoloski pristup i dosadasnja povijesno-
demografska istrazivanja prostora Ljubuskog

Prije negoli pocnemo rasc¢lambu istrazivanog
uzorka, osvrnut ¢éemo se na kretanje broja
stanovnika  istrazivanoga  podrudja,  kao
svojevrsnoga demografskog okvira u kojem ¢emo
promatrati istrazivane pokazatelje. Buduéi da u
istrazivanome razdoblju to ne funkcionira kao
zasebna ¢jelina, utvrdivanje broja stanovnika
ucinili smo posredno — zbrajanjem podataka za
njezine sastavnice (naselja). Pri tome je glavnu
poteskocu predstavljala ¢injenica da je promatrano
podrudje sve do dolaska Austro-Ugarske (1878.)
i nedugo iza toga provedenoga prvog popisa
po nacelima moderne statistike” bilo u sastavu
Osmanskoga Carstva, a “...Osmanlije niposto
nisu vladali statistikom i demografijom...”, pa
ni njihovi “...katastarski defteri nisu popisi
stanovnisStva, i to Cak niti na predstatistickoj
razini” (MOACANIN, 2013., 99, 105). Zbog toga
su za to razdoblje preostali jedino podatci nastali

¢ U samo dvadesetak godina koje “pokriva” mati¢na
knjiga, u neposrednome dalmatinskome susjedstvu
izmijenila su se tri imperijalna gospodara, $to govori o
dinamici spomenutih previranja.

7 Nova je drzavna uprava, kao jedan od prvih izravnih
zahvata, odmah iduée godine provela popis stanovnistva
prema nacelima moderne statistike, primijenjenim nepuna
tri desetljeca ranije u Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji. O pocetcima
moderne statistike i prvom opéem modernom popisu u
Hrvatskoj vise vidi u: B. Vranjes-Soljan, 2008., P. Koruni¢,
2010.
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suppressing the name Herzegovina only to the part
which had still remained under the Ottomans, while
the name Dalmatia re-expanded during the Venetian
occupation, much narrower than its ancient
coverage, which over time led to the formation
of two new regional identities, Dalmatian and
Herzegovinian, respectively, in pejorative speech,
“Sperci” and “vlasi”. After all the turmoil, the place
Ljubuski, the object of research, remained under
the Ottoman Empire and found itself on its extreme
periphery, on the imperial frontier, established,
as already mentioned, as a nahiyah of the same
name in a broader administrative framework of
the Herzegovinian Sanjak and the Bosnian Eyalet.
This period was the time of diminishing splendor
and power of the Ottoman Empire and the first
indication of outbursts in modernization processes,
which could not avoid the “old patient from
Bosphorus?, i.e. the first period of Europeanization
reforms of Sultan Selim III (DZAja, 1999, 16-17),
but also a period of extremely dynamic military,
political and social turmoil on the European scene.®

Methodological approach and previous historical
and demographic research of Ljubuski area

Before we begin the analysis of the sample we
will take a brief look at population trends in the
research area, as a sort of demographic framework
in which we will observe the indicators. Since in the
examined period, it did not function as a separate
unit, we have determined the number of inhabitants
indirectly — by summing the data of its components
(settlements). Thereby, the main difficulty was the
fact that the observed area was, until the arrival of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire (1878) and shortly
after the first census conducted according to the
principles of modern statistics,” part of the Ottoman
Empire, and “... the Ottomans had no means of
mastering statistics and demographics ...”, and their
“... cadastral records were not population censuses,
not even at a pre-statistical level” (MoACANIN, 2003,

¢ In just twenty years covered by the register, the governance
of three empires changed in the immediate neighborhood of
Dalmatia, which in itself speaks of the dynamics of these
upheavals.

7 The new state administration, as one of the first
direct modernization interventions, conducted a census
immediately next year according to the principles of modern
statistics, applied less than three decades earlier in Croatia
and Slavonia. About the beginnings of modern statistics and
the first modern general census in Croatia see more in: B.
Vranjes- Soljan, 2008, P. Korunié, 2010.
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Slika 1. Kretanje broj stanovnika u selima danasnje zZupe Veljaci 1742. - 1991.

Izvor: izradeno prema: AZV, MK, sv. I., KosIr, 1970.; Pakovic, 1979.; MaNDIC, 1962.; ILIG-GRBAVAC, 1994.
Figure 1 Villages population of today’s parish Veljaci from 1742 to 1991

Source: made according to: AZV, MK, sv. L., KosIr, 1970; Pakovié, 1979; MANDIC, 1962; ILIG-GRBAVAC, 1994,

djelovanjem crkvenih struktura, no i oni su
prilicno $turi i ogranicene uporabne naravi.

U ratovima 17. stolje¢a prostor Ljubuskoga
dozivio je strahoviti demografski rasap (gotovo je
u cijelosti bio ostao bez katolickoga stanovnistva),
§to je za posljedicu imalo “automatsku
protubonifikaciju”, odnosno pretvaranje tamosnje
plodne ravnice umocvaruteeskalaciju malaricnoga
bioloskoga kompleksa.® Cijelo 18. stoljeée prostor
Ljubuskoga ¢e se demografski lagano oporavljati,
ali ¢e tek prvi hidromelioracijski zahvati i istinsko
hvatanje ukostac sa “sredozemnim nizozemljem”
(BRAUDEL, 1997., 58) u prvoj polovici 19. stoljeca,
koji su oslobodili goleme, ali blokirane i zapretane
agrarne resurse i moguénosti, potaknuti snazan
demografski rast. To ¢e se ostvariti ponajprije
migracijskim pritjecanjem iz okolnih areala,
poprimajuci na mahove razmjere prave bujice.’

8 Ako ...Covjek zanemaruje kanale za navodnjavanje i
odvodnjavanje... ili ako stanovnistvo u ravnici opada i slabi
seljacko osvajanje, tada se malarija $iri sama od sebe i sve
paralizira. Ona ée brzo ravnicu vratiti na njezino prvobitno
modvarno stanje: rije¢ je o automatskoj protubonifikaciji.
° Osim potencijala koji su se oslobadali isuSivanjem
mocvarnih podruéja, dodatni poticaj migracijama bili
su ograniCenost agrarnih resursa i prenapucenost u
njihovim izvoristima, kao i stalni pozivi i interes lokalnih
muslimanskih zemljoposjednika da im se kultiviraju imanja
i poveéaju prihodi.
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99, 105). Therefore, the only data that remained for
that period were the ones that resulted from the
activities of ecclesiastical structures, but even they
were quite sparse and had limited use.

During the 17th century wars Ljubuski area
experienced tremendous demographic dispersion
(there was almost no Catholic population left),
which resulted in “automatic anti-bonification”, i.e.
converting local fertile plains into swamps, which
favours the spread of malaria.® Throughout the 18th
century it was slowly recovering demographically, but
only the first hydro-melioration activities and dealing
with the “Mediterranean lowland” (BRAUDEL, 1997,
58) in the first half of the 19th century, which freed
immense, but blocked and hidden agricultural
resources and opportunities, encouraged strong
demographic growth. This was achieved primarily
through migration inflows from the surrounding
areas that would occasionally become massive.’

8Tf ... man neglects irrigation canals and drainage canals... or
if the population in the plain declines and peasant conquest
weakens, then the malaria spread by itself and paralyzes
everything. It will quickly return the plain to its original
wetland state: this is an automatic anti-bonification.

° In addition to the potential that was liberated by
draining wetlands, limited agricultural resources and
overpopulation in their sources were an additional
incentive to migrations, as well as ongoing calls and
interest of local Muslim landowners to cultivate their
farms and increase revenues.
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Upravo su seobe glavna demografska znacajka
19. stoljeca i osnovni obrazac naseljavanja cijele
ljubuske krajine, pri emu se na ovaj prostor
slijevaju pojedinci i obitelji s raznih strana
privuceni spomenutim prirodnim potencijalima,
primamljivim pozivima osmanskoga povlastenog
sloja zainteresiranoga za stavljanje u funkciju tih
potencijala i poveéanje vlastitih prihoda, koje
su upudivali ziteljima s okolnih podrudja. S time
se najcesée preklapao i demografski pritisak te
nuznost odljeva viska stanovnistva s njih.

Popunjavanje prostora traje gotovo cijelo 19.
stoljece. Do kraja 19. stoljea mehanicki priljev
stanovnistva postupno slabi, tako da su doseljenja
u 20. stoljecu rijetka i uzrokovana su uglavnom
izumréem pojedinih domova u muskoj nasljednoj
crti kada u njih doseljavaju mladiéi iz bliskog
okruzenja.

Ako wuzlaznu putanju  krivulje  broja
stanovniStva na slici 1. tijekom 19. stoljeéa
mozemo u znacajnoj mjeri pripisati mehani¢kom
kretanju  stanovni$tva,  odnosno izrazito
pozitivnom migracijskom saldu, onda se nastavak
njezina uzlaznoga trenda od kraja istoga stoljeca
moze pripisati prirodnom kretanju stanovnistva,
odnosno pozitivnom prirodnom prirastaju kao
odlucujuéem cCimbeniku. Pretpostavljamo da je
to posljedica procesa demografske tranzicije, koji
zahvaca i to podrudje, slicno kao i veéinu ostalih
podruja hrvatskoga drustvenoga prostora, s
kojima se istrazivani prostor tada nasao u sklopu
iste drzavne cjeline.!?

Osim znacajnih prirodnih resursa, u uvjetima
ekstenzivnoga bavljenja agrarom, kao glavnom
gospodarskom odrednicom, te visoki prirodni
prirastaj, i ove su ruralne sredine pocele stvarati
viskove stanovniStva, koje nije moglo na
odgovarajule nacine zadovoljiti svoje prohtjeve i
ostvariti zZeljeni Zivotni standard, pa su veé u prvoj
polovici 20. stoljeca iz primalackih preobrazavane
u emitivne. Rat, promjene drustveno-politickog
sustava 1 gospodarske strukture, ponajprije
deagrarizacija i s time povezana deruralizacija,
pojacano iseljavanje 1960-ih i 1970-ih godina
ubrzali su demografsku tranziciju te ulazak u

10 Kraj 19. stolje¢a, odnosno 1880. (Gero, 1987.), je
prijelomnica od kada pocinje proces demografske tranzicije
u Hrvatskoj. Podrobna istrazivanja pojedinih mikrocjelina
u Hrvatskoj u osnovi su potvrdila tu op¢u granicu, ali su
se u pojedinim slucajevima pokazala i znatna odstupanja
od te godine, ¢ak i u istoj regiji (usp. GELo, 1987., 240;
VEKARIC, VRANJES-SOLJAN, 2009., 30).
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Immigrations are the main demographic feature
of the 19th century and the basic pattern for the
settlement of the entire area of Ljubuski, whereby
individuals and families from different parts poured
into this area attracted by the aforementioned
natural resources and tempting invitations of the
Ottoman privileged class interested in managing
these resources to increase their own revenues to
the inhabitants of the surrounding areas, and these
invitations mostly overlapped with demographic
pressure, and the necessity for the outflow of excess
population from the same area.

The settlement of this area lasted almost
through the entire 19th century and by the end of
the century the mechanical influx of population
gradually weakened in a way that the immigration
in the 20th century became very rare and was
usually caused by the extinction of some homes in
the male hereditary line when young men from the
surrounding area settled to take their place.

If we can significantly attribute the upward
trajectory of the population curve in the Fig. 1
during the 19th century to mechanical migrations,
or an extremely positive migration balance, then
we can attribute its continuous upward trend from
the end of the century to population changes, or
the positive population growth as a decisive factor.
We assume that this is the result of the process
of demographic transition, which affected the
observed area, similar to most other areas populated
by Croatians, which was within the same state unit
as the research area.’

Despite significant natural resources, in terms
of dealing with extensive agriculture as the main
determinant of economic and high population
growth, these rural areas began to create surplus
population, which could not satisfy their needs
and achieve the desired standard of living. For that
reason, in the first half of the 20th century those
areas already turned from recipient to emissive
areas. The war, changes in the socio-political system
and economic structure, particularly deagrarisation
and the related deruralisation and the increased
emigration in the 1960s and 1970s accelerated
demographic transition, and entrance into its

19 The end of the 19th century, or 1880 (GELO, 1987), is a
milestone from which the process of demographic transition
in Croatia started. Detailed studies of individual micro-
units within the Republic of Croatia basically confirmed
that general limit, but in some cases there was a significant
deviation from that year, even within the same region.
Compare with Gero, 1987, 240; VEKARIC, VRANJES-
Sorjan, 2009, 30.
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njezinu zavr$nu podetapu,'' Sto je rezultiralo
stagnacijom broja stanovnika u drugoj polovici,
pa i njegovim blagim padom potkraj 20. stoljeca.

Iako je odrzano nekoliko znanstvenih skupova
iobjavljen znacajan broj radova u vezi s pojedinim
aspektima ljubuske proslosti, ipak je ostalo
mnos$tvo neodgovorenih i jos§ vise nepostavljenih
pitanja, posebice onih koji se odnose na tamosnje
stanovnistvo i cijeli splet problema povezanih
s time. S obzirom na to da je objavljen nemali
broj pisanih izvora s podacima o ljubuskom
stanovnistvu iz predstatistickog (primjerice
osmanski porezni popisi ili popisi sainjeni u
prigodi biskupskih vizitacija) i statistickoga
razdoblja (austrijski popisi od 1879. i popisi dviju
jugoslavenskih drzava od 1921., odnosno 1948.),
te imajuéi u vidu sacuvanost mati¢nih knjiga,
kao vrela za serijalnu historiju, za ocekivati je
bilo da ¢ée to pobuditi znac¢ajan znanstveni interes
i rezultirati odgovaraju¢om historiografskom
produkcijom. No, ako ne ra¢unamo nekoliko
vlastitih radova, koji su povijesnodemografski
tematizirali pojedine ljubuske mikrocjeline,
te rad A. F Markoti¢a (1996.), koji je izvrsio
demografske analize stanovnistva Ljubuskoga
u sklopu Sirega zahvata na stanovniStvu cijele
Hercegovine, takvo $to je izostalo.

Maticne knjige krstenih kao izvor podataka

Nepuna dva desetljeca nakon popisa kato-
lickoga stanovnistva biskupa Bogdanovica,'?
kao jednoga od glavnih predstavnika bosansko-
hercegovacke demografije iz predstatistickoga
razdoblja, pojavljuje se mati¢na knjiga krStenih
crkvene zupe Ljubuski (Veljaci) iz koje mozemo
pratiti, organiziramo li na temelju nje serije
podataka, dio demografske zbilje u seoskom
drustvu toga pograni¢nog prostora na prijelazu
stoljeca (Nosi¢, Vipinic, 2000.).

' Bez iscrpnijeg i podrobnijeg istrazivanja ne samo
demografsko-statistickih  pokazatelja, ve¢ i njihova
razmatranja  u  kontekstu  druStveno-gospodarske
uvjetovanosti, za sada je tesko reéi je li istrazivani prostor
potkraj 20. stoljeca usao u posttranzicijsku etapu. Koliko je
izbor kriterija za razgraniCenje kasne tranzicijske podetape
i posttranzicijske etape slozen teorijski i metodoloski
problem i koliki je znacaj njegova razmatranja u kontekstu
S$irem nego $to ga nalaze formalni demografsko-statisticki
kriterij (usp. WERTHEIMER-BALETIC, 2005., 377-388).

12 Popis iz 1768., koji je na svojemu pastoralnom pohodu
sastavio apostolski vikar i naslovni ehinski biskup fra
Marijan Bogdanovic.
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final sub-stage!!, resulting in stagnation of the
population in the second half of the 20th century,
and even its slight decline at the end of the same
century, as shown in the graph above.

Although several scientific conferences were
held and many works which address certain
aspects of the past of Ljubuski were published,
there are still plenty of unanswered and even more
unaddressed issues, particularly those related to
the local population and a whole lot of problems
associated with it. Due to the significant number
of published sources with data on the population
of Ljubuski dating from pre-statistical period (e.g.
Ottoman tax lists or lists made during Episcopal
visitations) and statistical period (Austrian lists
of 1879 and the lists from two Yugoslavian states
from 1921and 1948 respectively), and taking
into account the conservation of the registers, as
the source for “serial history”, it was expected to
arise considerable scientific interest and result in
adequate historiographical production. But, if we
exclude a few works by local authors works, which
addressed historical-demographic individual micro
areas of Ljubuski and the work of A. E. Markoti¢
(1996), who conducted a demographic analysis of
the population of Ljubuski as part of a wider project
on the population of the entire Herzegovina, such
reactions are missing.

Parish register of baptism as a source of information

Less than two decades after the Catholic
Population Census of bishop Bogdanovid,'? as
one of demographic cornerstones of Bosnia and
Herzegovina from the pre-statistical period, the
baptismal register appears in the parish of Ljubuski
(Veljaci) from which we can track, if we organize a
data series, part of the demographic reality in rural
society of that border area at the turn of the century
(Nosic, Vipinicé, 2000).

1 Without a more detailed further research not only of
the demographic and statistical indicators, but also of
their considerations within the context of socio-economic
conditioning, it is hard to say whether the observed area
entered into a post-transition stage at the end of the 20th
century. In order to see how the choice of criteria for the
delimitation of late transition sub-stage and post-transition
stage is a complex theoretical and methodological problem
and to see its importance in a broader context, not only that
which is required by formal demographic-statistical criterion,
(compare with WERTHEIMER-BALETIC, 2005, 377-388).

12 Census from 1768, made by the Apostolic Vicar and the
Titular Bishop of Ehin, Friar Marijan Bogdanovic, during
his pastoral visit.
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Slika 2. Mati¢na knjiga krstenih, sv. L., u Zupnom uredu u Veljacima

Izvor: Fototeka autora

Figure 2 Register of baptisms, vol. I, at the parish office in Veljaci

Source: The author’s photo archive

Obveza, propisana na 24. sjednici
Tridentinskog sabora 1563. (BertO$a, 2002.,
27), koja je trebala vrijediti za cijelo podrudje
djelovanja  Katolicke crkve, na prostoru
Ljubuskog zazivjela je s vise od dva stoljeéa
zaka$njenja. Treba li boljeg objasnjenja zasto je
tome tako od ¢injenice da je (kojeg li paradoksa!)
upravo u godini propisivanja te odredbe srusen
samostan u Ljubuskom, a oni koji su trebali
provoditi tu odluku bili su pobijeni ili prognani
(PanDpz1¢, 2001., 23). Ni ostala podrudja u
Hercegovini, u obje biskupije, ne stoje mnogo
bolje s mati¢nim knjigama (Lex1¢, 1995., 259,
Bogag, 2000., 459)," dapace, mnoga su imala,
§to se mati¢nih knjiga tice, jo§ goru sudbinu
(Kosir, 1970., 68, 75 i 143).1*

Mati¢na knjiga krstenih  Zupe Ljubuski
(Veljaci), svezak prvi, je temeljno vrelo za ovu
analizu. Pocinje 1786. i traje do 1808. Od 1809.
nastavlja se drugi svezak mati¢ne knjige krstenih,
od kada zapocinje vodenje i ostalih dviju

13 Najstarije mati¢ne knjige na tom prostoru imaju dvije
zupe s podrudja Trebinjske biskupije, Popovo (Rupni Do)
iz 1708. i Gradac iz 1708. Najstarije mati¢ne knjige u
Mostarskoj biskupiji ima Zupa Rosko Polje (MU iz 1758.),
dok Zupa Broéno ima sacuvane sve tri vrste mati¢nih knjiga
od 1775. Najstarije pak mati¢ne knjige na prostoru BiH
imaju Kraljeva Sutjeska iz 1641. i Vares iz 1643.

14 Tako je zupa Siroki Brig imala mati¢ne knjige iz 1753.,
a unistili su ih (zapalili) 1947. mjesni komunisti, skupa s
mati¢nim knjigama zupe Mostar (Mostarski Gradac) iz
1748., u akciji ¢isenja od “klerofasistickih zaostataka”.
Sli¢na je sudbina pogodila i matice Zupe Posusje, koje su
postojale od 1736.
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The decree, proclaimed at the 24th session of
the Council of Trent in 1563 (BERTOSA, 2002, 27),
which was supposed to be valid for the entire area
of activity of the Catholic Church, was enforced
in Ljubuski area with more than two centuries
of delay. Do we need a better explanation for
it than the fact that (what a paradox!) the same
year when these provisions were prescribed, the
monastery in Ljubuski was demolished, and those
who were supposed to implement this decree were
killed or exiled (PANDZ1C, 2001, 23). Other areas
in Herzegovina, in both Dioceses, were not in a
much better position considering parish registers
(LExt¢, 1995, 259, Bogas, 2000, 459)." Quite the
contrary, many had, as the registers are concerned,
even worse fate (Kosir, 1970, 68, 75 and 143)."

In the register of baptisms of the parish Ljubuski
(Veljaci), volume I, which was the basic source for
the analysis, the first entry was in 1786 and the last
one in 1808. The second volume of the register of
baptisms starts with entries in 1809, and two other

13 Two parishes from the territory of the diocese Trebinje
have the oldest registers in this area, Popovo (Rupni Do)
from 1708 and Gradac from 1708. The oldest register in
Mostar diocese is in the parish of Rosko Polje (the register of
deaths from 1758), while the parish of Broéno has all three
types of registers from 1775 preserved. However, the oldest
registers in the territory of BiH are in Kraljeva Sutjeska,
dating from 1641 and Vares$ from 1643.

4 Thus the parish of Siroki Brig had registers dating from
1753, but they were destroyed (burned) in 1947 by the
local communists, along with the parish books from Mostar
(Mostarski Gradac) dating from 1748, in a cleaning action
from “clerical fascist backlog”. A similar fate struck the
registers of the parish Posusje, which existed from 1736.
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mati¢nih knjiga, umrlih i vjencanih, i od tada su
mati¢ne knjige uglavnom, kako za Zupu maticu,
tako i za sve ostale zZupe kéeri, u susljednosti
saCuvane do danas. U predmetnu mati¢nu knjigu
upisivani su podatci za cijelu zupu Ljubuski, koja
je prostorno obuhvacdala gotovo cijeli prostor
ondasnje istoimene nahije, a danasnje opcine."
Ova se prva mati¢na knjiga, nakon sto je vrlo
kvalitetno obnovljena i zasti¢ena u Drzavnom
arhivu u Zagrebu, ¢uva u arhivu zupnog ureda
u Veljacima. Veli¢ine je 20 x 15 ¢m i na njezinih
276 stranica imaju 1044 upisa krstenja.'¢ Pisana
je latinskim jezikom i pismom i prili¢no itkim
rukopisom. Iz redoslijeda upisa vidljivo je da
je mati¢na knjiga nekada imala viSe stranica, a
vjerojatno je postojala i starija mati¢na knjiga,
koje nije bilo veé sredinom 19. stoljeéa kada
je ne registrira ni fra Petar Bakula piSudi svoj
Sematizam.

Demografski pokazatelji u selima danasnje zupe
Veljaci na prijelomu 18. i 19. stoljeca

Krstenici u selima danasnjega obuhvata Zupe
Veljaci - struktura prema spolu, rodovima i
naseljima

Ras¢lanjujuéi podatke prikazane u Tablici 1.,
doslo se do spoznaje da je na podrudju Cetiriju
naselja istrazivane mikrocjeline na prijelomu 18.
i 19. stoljeca trajno ili privremeno, obitavalo 37
rodova.

U tome je razdoblju krsteno ukupno 202
djece, 111 muske i 91 zensko dijete. Gledajudi
po rodovima, vidimo da neki “stari” rodovi,
odnosno rodovi koje biljezi prvi biskupski popis
iz 1742. ostvaruju visoku plodnost i krste najvise
djece, primjerice Pavloviéi 28 i Graniéi 16, dok
neki biljeze izrazito nisku rodnost, primjerice
Hrsti¢i Cetiri, Lauci sedmero i Rasoevi¢i samo
petero djece. Nasuprot tome, doseljenici nakon
spomenutoga popisa iz 1742., Matiéi, biljeze vrlo
visoku rodnost (17 krstenih) ili doseljenici nakon
1768., Nosi¢i, Musani i Majici, koji svi krste po
sedmero djece. Vidimo da su tu ve¢ pristigli i neki
rodovi koje ne biljeze spomenuti biskupski popisi,
a koji Ce ostvariti susljednost do danas (primjerice

15 Ona je zapravo kolijevka iz koje su proistekle sve
danasnje ljubuske Zupe, osim zupe Lipno — Grljevidi.

16 Buduéi da je za devet osoba izvrsen dvostruki upis, to
znaci da su zapravo upisana krstenja 1035 osoba.

61

Geoadria 20/1 (2015) 53-80

register books are started, the register of deaths
and the register of marriages, and since then the
registers have been mainly preserved, as for the
main parish and for all other sister parishes. The
data for the entire parish Ljubuski was recorded
in the parish register, which included, as we have
already mentioned, almost the whole area of the
then homonymous nahiyah, today’s municipality.'
This first register, after being thoroughly restored
and protected in the National Archives in Zagreb,
is kept in the archives of the parish office in Veljaci.
The size is 20 x 15 cm and there are 1044 registered
baptisms on 276 pages.'® It was written in the Latin
language and script, and quite legible handwriting.
From the order of entry, it is evident that the register
used to have more pages, and there was probably
an older register, which had already disappeared
by the middle of the 19th century, when it was not
even registered in Fr. Petar Bakula’s Schematismus.

Demographic indicators in the villages of today’s
parish Veljaci at the turn of the 19th century

Baptized persons in the villages encompassed by
the parish Veljaci - the structure according to
gender, families and neighborboods

Analyzing the data shown in the table number
one, we have learned that in the four neighborhoods
of the research micro area at the turn of the 19th
century, there were 37 families permanently or
temporarily settling the area.

In this period a total of 202 children were
baptized, 111 male and 91 female children. Looking
at the families it can be seen that some “old” families,
or clans which were registered by the first bishop
census from 1742 show high fertility and baptized
the largest number of children, for example the
Pavlovi¢ family 28 and the Grani¢ family 16, while
others had an extremely low number of children,
for example the Hrsti¢ family 4, the Lauc family 7
and the Rasoevi¢ family only 5 children. In contrast,
after this census from 1742, the immigrant family
Mati¢ had recorded a very high number of children
(17 baptisms) and the settlers who came after
1768, the families Nosi¢, Musan and Maji¢, which
baptized seven children each. Furthermore, some

5 It is actually the cradle all today’s parishes from Ljubuski,
except for the parish of Lipno — Grljevidi.

16 Since nine persons were registered twice, that means that
there are actually 10335 entries of baptisms.
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Tablica 1. Kr$teni po rodovima i spolu u selima danasnje zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 1 Baptized persons by their families and gender in villages of the present parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

R;d. b;oj / Prezime kgéten'ika / Surname of the Spol / Gender Uiz il
CHTDET aptized person muski / male zenski / female

1. Ardomiljac 0 1 1
2. Bebek 2 2 4
3. Bradvica 6 6 12
4. Gaspar 1 0 1
S. Granié 6 10 16
6. Grbavac 1 1 2
7. Grizelj 0 1 1
8. Grljusic¢ 0 1 1
9. Grubisi¢ 1 0 1
10. Hrstié 3 1 4
11. Jelavié¢ 6 5 11
12. Jurkovié 0 1 1
13. Kardum 0 1 1
14. Kolak 2 1 3
15. Kraljevic 7 2 9
16. Lauc S 2 7
17. Loboja 2 0 2
18. Loncar 2 1 3
19. Majié 5 2 7
20. Markoti¢ 2 2 4
21. Marsic 1 1 2
22. Matié 7 10 17
23. Matijasevié 0 3 3
24, Milicevic¢ 0 1 1
28. Musan 2 S 7
26. Nosié 2 5 7
27. Pavlak 3 4 7
28. Pavlovic 17 11 28
29. Praljak 3 2 N
30. Primorac 1 0 1
31. Petrovié¢ 1 1 2
32. Rasoevi¢ 4 1 S
33. Sosi¢ 6 2 8
34. Tolji¢ 1 0 1
35. Vistica 9 4 13
36. Vuicié 2 1 3
37. Vukojevié 1 0 1
Ukupno / Total 111 91 202

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.
Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1
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M kriteni Zenske
female
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Broj krtenika
Baptized children

Ardomiljac |2,
Bebek
Grbavac
Grijusic¢

Grubisic (S
Hrsti¢
Jelavié

Jurkovié |

Matic

Markotic
Marsic
Matijasevié
Milicevié
Musan
Pavlovi¢
Primorac
Petrovic
Vukojevic

Prezime krstenika
Surmname of the baptized

Slika 3. Broj kr$tenih prema rodovima i spolu u zupi Veljaci 1786. — 1808.

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.

Figure 3 Number of baptisms according to clans and gender in the parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Source: AZV, MK, vol. L.

Bebeci, Bradvice, Petroviéi, Nosiéi itd.), te neki
koji ¢e se uskoro ugasiti, produziti u selidbi
dalje ili su jednostavno upisani na ovo podrudje
pogreskom pera (Gaspari, Grljusiéi, Jurkovidi,
Grizelji). Vidimo takoder da jo$ nisu pristigli neki
rodovi koji ée se znacajno razgranati u kasnijem
razdoblju i ostvariti susljednost do danas, kao
primjerice  Vukojeviéi i Mihaljeviéi u Grabu,
Skorputi i Rakiéi na Orahovlju, Siljezi, Vegari
i Vukojeviéi u Vagarovi¢ima, Culjci, Grbavci i
Bojke u Veljacima itd.

Za razliku od mikrocjeline iz neposrednoga
prekograni¢nog susjedstva (zupa Orah) (PaviCiC,
2010., 135), gdje je istodobno u spolnoj strukturi
bilo vise zenskih (124) nego muskih krstenika
(122), ovdje je obrnuta situacija: 111 (55%)
muskih, spram 91 (45%) zenske krstenice. Sli¢cno
Veljacima, omjer u korist muske djece bio je i u
nedalekom Rogotinu (1825. — 1856.) (SunjI¢,
2007., 356), nesto daljem Popovu 1804. — 1883.
(52,61% : 47,39%) (Maric, 2013., 76) ili pak u
jos udaljenijoj konavoskoj zupi Pridvorje 1781.
— 1810., sto potvrduje pravilnost, ve¢ odavno
uocCenu u brojnim demografskim istrazivanjima
na raznim stranama, da se rada vise muske, nego
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families had already arrived to the area, which are
not all recorded in the aforementioned mentioned
bishop’s census, but which are still in existence (for
example the families Bebek, Bradvica, Petrovic,
Nosié etc.), and we can see some soon disappeared,
moved further away or were simply registered at this
area by error (GaSpar, Grljusic, Jurkovic, Grizelj).
We can also see that some families had not arrived
by that time, but significantly grew at a later date
and not die out, such as the families Vukojevi¢ and
Mihaljevié in Grab, Skorput and Rakié in Orahovlje,
Siljeg, Vegar and Vukojevi¢ in Vasaroviéi, Culjak,
Grbavac and Bojak in Veljaci, etc.

Unlike the micro-area from the immediate cross-
border neighborhood (parish Orah) (Pavicic, 2010,
135), where there were at the same time more
women in the gender structure of baptized persons
(124) than men (122), here the situation is reversed:
111(55%) male, versus 91(45%) female baptized
persons. Similar to Veljaci, the ratio in favor of male
children was also present in nearby Rogotin (1825-
1856) (Sunj1¢, 2007, 356), in Popovo, which is a bit
further away, from 1804 to 1883 (52,61%:47,39%)
(MaRrIC, 2013, 76), and even in Konavle parish of
Pridvorje, which is much further away, from 1781
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Tablica 2. Kr$teni prema spolu i naseljima s prostora danasnje zupe Veljaci
Table 2 Baptized children by gender and villages from the area of the present parish Veljaci

Krsteni / Baptized
Selo / Village Ukupno / Total
muski / male zenske / female
Grab 25 17 42
Orahovlje 5 2 7
Vasarovici 19 23 42
Veljaci 62 49 111
Ukupno / Total 111 91 202

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L
Source: AZV, MK, vol. I..

zenske djece (u prosjeku na 100 Zenske djece rodi
105 muskih) (Sunjic, 2012., 373)."7

Pogledamo li sliku u samoj veljackoj
mikrocjelini, vidjet ¢emo da ni tu nema
ujednacenosti. Dok je rodnost u korist muskih
prisutna u selu Veljacima, Grabu i Orahovlju, u
Vasarovi¢ima su prevagu odnijele Zene.

Krstenja i zaceéa u selima danasnje Zupe Veljaci
1786. - 1808. — struktura prema godinama i
mjesecima

U promatranome dvadesetljetnom razdoblju
ritam porodaja, odnosno krStenja takoder
je neujednacen i krece se od 18 krstenika iz
1807., kada je dosegnut maksimum, do samo
dva krstenika 1804., Sto je ujedno i godisnji
minimum. Cini nam se da uzrok tome velikome
rasponu, odnosno malom broju krstenika 1804.
i sljedece 1805. (tri krstenja), nije drastian
pad nataliteta, pogotovo ne pad izazvan nekim
katastroficnim poremecajem, nego jednostavno
neazurno vodenje mati¢ne knjige. Pogledamo li
raspodjelu krstenja po selima, vidjet ¢emo da je
najveci broj krstenih zabiljezen u selu Veljacima
(111), vise od polovine ukupnoga broja, u Grabu
i Vasarovi¢ima podjednako (42), a na Orahovlju,
zapravo Ljutovlju, samo sedam krStenja. Dok
je za Veljake rekordna godina po broju krstenja
bila 1807., za Vasarovice je to bila 1800. (8), a za
Grab 1806. sa sedam krstenja.

7 Da ima izuzetaka koji potvrduju to pravilo, uz Orah,
dokaz je i neretvanski Komin, gdje je takoder omjer
rodenih bio u korist zenske populacije.
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to 1810. This confirms the pattern, that has been
perceived in a number of demographic researches at
various places, that more male than female children

are born (on average 105 male children are born per
100 female children) (Sunjié, 2012, 373).17

If we look at the picture within the micro-unit
of Veljaci we will see that uniformity is not present
here. While there were more male children born in
the villages Veljaci, Grab and Orahovlje, female
children prevailed in Vasaroviéi.

Baptism and conception in the villages of today’s
parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808 - structure by
year and month

In the observed two-decade-period the rhythm
of births or baptisms was also uneven and it ranged
from 18 baptized in 1807, when maximum was
reached, to only two baptized in 1804, which
is also an annual minimum. It seems to us that
the cause of this great range or small number of
baptisms in 1804 and 1805 (three baptisms), was
not a drastic fall in birth rates, especially not a fall
caused by a catastrophe, but simply inadequate
keeping of the registers. Furthermore, if we look at
the distribution of baptisms by villages we see that
the largest number of baptisms was recorded in the
village Veljaci (111), more than half of the total
number, in Grab and Vasarovié¢i the same (42),
and in Orahovlje, today’s Ljutovlje, only seven
baptisms. While a record year by the number of
baptisms was 1807 for Veljaci, for Vasarovici it was
1800 (8), and for Grab 1806 with seven baptisms.

7 However, the proof that there are exceptions that confirm
the rule, alongside Orah, is Komin on the Neretva River,
where the ratio of births was also in favor of the female
population.
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Tablica 3. Kr$teni po godinama u selima danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 3 Baptized persons by year in villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Godina / Year Grab Orahovlje Vasarovici Veljaci Ukupno / Total
1786. 0 0 0 3 3
1787. 1 0 2 S 8
1788. 3 0 1 3 7
1789. 1 0 3 8 12
1790. 3 0 0 5 8
1791. 3 0 S 9 17
1792. 1 1 1 7 10
1793. 2 1 0 2 5
1794. 1 0 4 2 7
1795. 0 0 1 5 6
1796. 0 1 1 4 6
1797. 0 1 2 2 S
1798. 0 0 3 2 5
1799. 3 1 1 4 9
1800. 2 1 8 5 16
1801. 1 1 3 11 16
1802. 5 0 1 8 14
1803. 3 0 2 4 9
1804. 1 0 0 1 2
1805. 0 0 1 2 3
1806. 7 0 1 2 10
1807. S 0 1 12 18
1808. 0 0 1 5 6
Ukupno / Total 42 7 42 111 202
Izvor: AZ\j, MK, sv. L.
Source: AZV, MK, vol. L.
Tablica 4. Kr$teni prema mjesecima u selima danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 4 Baptized persons by month in villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808
Mjesec / Month Grab Orahovlje Vasarovici Veljaci Ukupno / Total
sijeCanj / January 2 0 0 8 10
veljaca / February 5 2 10 11 28
ozujak / March 5 0 3 11 19
travanj / April 0 0 5 7 12
svibanj / May 11 0 3 19 33
lipanj / June 5 1 3 14 23
srpanj / July 3 1 0 5 9
kolovoz / August 2 1 3 13
rujan / September 0 1 1 8
listopad / October 1 0 2 8 11
studeni / November 5 0 2 10 17
prosinac / December 3 1 10 S 19
nepoznato / unknown 0 0 0 0 0
Ukupno / Total 42 7 42 111 202

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.
Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.
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Tablica 5. Broj zaceca po mjesecima i spolu na podruéju danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 5 Number of conceptions by month and gender in the area of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Broj zaceéa / Number of conceptions
Mjesec / Month . Ukupno / Total %

Muski / Male Zenske / Female
sijeCanj / January 9 2 11 7,19
veljaca / February 10 5 15 9,8
ozujak / March 7 8 15 9,8
travanj / April 10 9 19 12,42
svibanj / May 6 6 12 7,84
lipanj / June 9 12 21 13,74
srpanj / July 8 5 13 8,5
kolovoz / August 6 6 12 7,84
rujan / September 4 5 9 5,88
listopad / October 4 4 5,23
studeni / November 3 6 5,88
prosinac / December 7 2 5,88
Ukupno poznato / Total known 83 70 153 75,74 (100)
Nepoznato / Unknown 28 21 49 24,26
Sveukupno / Overall 111 91 202 100

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L
Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.

Raspodjela krstenja po mjesecima u veljackoj
mikrocjelini donekle se razlikuje od one u
prekograni¢énom oraskome susjedstvu. Dok je
tamo najveéi broj krstenja obavljen u ozujku
i travnju, to ih je ovdje uvjerljivo najvise u
svibnju (33), te veljac¢i (28) i lipnju (23). I
mjeseci s najmanjim brojem krstenika donekle se
razlikuju. Tako je i u jednoj i u drugoj cjelini to
mjesec srpanj, sljededi mjesec s najmanjim brojem
krstenih u veljackoj je mikrocjelini mjesec rujan,
za razliku od oraske gdje je to kolovoz (Pavicic,
2010., 139).18

Raspodjela krstenih po mjesecima nije i
vjerodostojan pokazatelj rodenja i zacela, jer
najcesce ¢in krstenja nije obavljan neposredno
iza rodenja. Dodatni razlog tezem utvrdivanju

18 U zupi Broéno ozujak je takoder mjesec s najvise krstenja
(slijede ga studeni i prosinac), a mjesec s najmanje krstenja
je srpanj, slijede ga lipanj, kolovoz i sijecanj (Jor1i¢, 2009.,
246). U Duvnu je u razdoblju 1850. — 1918. najvise
krstenih bilo u ozujku i veljadi, a najmanje u srpnju i lipnju.
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Distribution of baptisms by month in the micro-
unit of Veljaci is somewhat different from that in
the cross-border neighborhood of Orasje. While
the largest number of baptisms in Orasje were
performed in March and April, here the majority
was in May (33), February (28) and June (23).
Months with the lowest number of baptisms are
somewhat different. Although in both units it is
generally in July, the following month with the
lowest number of baptisms in the micro unit of
Veljaci is September, as opposed to Orasje where
the month with the lowest number of baptisms is
August (Pavicic, 2010, 139).18

Distribution of baptisms by month is not a
plausible indicator of births and conceptions,
because the act of baptism is not usually performed

18 In the parish Broéno, March is also the month with the
highest number of baptisms (followed by November and
December), and the month with a minimum number of
baptisms is July, followed by June, August and January
(Joric, 2009, 246.) In Duvno in the period 1850-1918 the
highest number of baptisms was in March and February, and
the lowest in July and June.
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broja zaceca po mjesecima je i taj Sto Zupnici
(upisivaci) nisu redovito izvrsavali svoju obvezu
upisivanja i podatka o datumu rodenja,” pa
smo tako za veljacku mikrocjelinu uskraceni
za gotovo Cetvrtinu upisanih krstenja (toc¢nije
24,26%). To je za gotovo 11% vise nego kod
susjedne oraske mikrocjeline. Najvise zacetih
u promatranome razdoblju bilo je u mjesecu
lipnju (13,74%), a slijedi mjesec travanj s
12,42%, sto se donekle razlikuje od oraske
mikrocjeline gdje je to takoder bio lipanj, ali
sljedeci mjesec s najvise zaceca nije bio travanj,
ve¢ srpanj (Pavici¢, 2010., 140). Najmanji
pak broj zadeéa dogodio se u uzastopnome
razdoblju od rujna do prosinca, s apsolutnim
minimumom u listopadu kada je zabiljezeno
osam zaceca ili samo 5,23 % od ukupnoga broja,
§to je gotovo istovjetno oraskoj mikrocjelini,
gdje je takoder apsolutni minimum bio u
listopadu, kao $to je i tromjeseCje listopad-
prosinac bilo tromjeseCje s najmanje zacela
(Pavicicé, 2010., 141). Spolna struktura zaceca
po mjesecima takoder se donekle razlikuje u
ovim dvjema mikrocjelinama. Najvise zacetih
muskih u veljackoj mikrocjelini bilo je u veljaci
i travnju (u oraskoj mikrocjelini u srpnju, te
svibnju i lipnju), a najmanje u studenom (tri),
te rujnu i listopadu po Cetiri zaceca (u oraskoj
mikrocjelini to su listopad, studeni i veljaca).
Najvise zaCete zenske djece po mjesecima u
veljackoj mikrocjelini bilo je u lipnju 12 i u
travnju devet zaceéa (u oraskoj mikrocjelini
to su lipanj, sije¢anj i kolovoz), a dva zimska
mjeseca, prosinac 1 sijecanj, su mjeseci s
najmanje zaceCa (u oraskoj mikrocjelini to su
listopad i prosinac).

Sli¢no istrazivanoj mikrocjelini, najvedi broj
zaceéa u lipnju zabiljeZen je i na dubrovackom
podrudju (grad Dubrovnik i Konavle) (VEKARIC
I DR., 2000., 84), ali i na sjeveru, u slovenskom
gradu Velenju i u austrijskom Stockerau
(KapPeTANIC, VEKARIC, 1998., 257). U sjevernoj
pak Hrvatskoj, u Zagrebu i Krizevcima, ritam

1 Rimski obrednik (Rituale Romanum) iz 1614., koji je
ve prije propisanim obvezama vodenja mati¢nih knjiga
krstenih i vjencanih dodao obvezu vodenja mati¢nih
knjiga umrlih i krizmanih, te stanja dusa, propisao je i
obrasce vodenja tih mati¢nih knjiga, gdje se za knjigu
krstenih nalazi obveza unoSenja i datuma rodenja. Tako
je spomenuti obrednik 1640. preveo Bartol Kasié, sto je
pridonijelo njegovu pridrzavanju i ustaljivanju, ipak u
mnogo slucajeva nije postovana ova odredba.
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immediately after birth. Another reason for the
more difficult determination of the number of
conceptions by month is the fact that the pastors
(who kept the registers) did not regularly perform
their obligation to fill in data on the actual date of
birth,"” so we are deprived of the aforementioned
data for the micro-unit of Veljaci for almost one
quarter of registered baptisms (namely 24.26%).
That is almost 11% more than in the neighboring
micro-unit of Orasje. The highest number of
conceived children in the reporting period was
in June (13,74%), closely followed by April
with 12.42%, which is slightly different from
the micro-unit of Orasje where it was also June,
but the following month with the highest rate of
conceptions was not April but July (Pavicic, 2010,
140). However, the smallest number of conceptions
occurred repeatedly from September to December
with an absolute minimum in October when eight
conceptions were recorded, or only 5,23% of the
total amount, which is almost identical to the micro-
unit Orasje, where the absolute minimum was also
in October, same as the trimester October-December
which was the trimester with the smallest number
of conceptions (Pavicic, 2010, 141). The gender
structure of conception by month is also slightly
different in these two micro units. Most conceived
males in the micro-unit Veljaci was in February and
April (in the micro-unit Orasje in July, May and
June), and the lowest in November (3), September
and October 4 conceptions each (in the micro-unit
Orasje these are October, November and February).
In the conception of female children in the micro-
unit Veljaci, the months with the highest number
were June with 12 and April with 9 conceptions (in
the micro-unit Orasje these are June, August and
January), and two winter months, December and
January are the months with the smallest number
of conceptions (in the micro-unit Orasje these are
October and December).

Similarly to the researched micro-unit, the largest
number of conceptions in June was recorded in
the area of Dubrovnik (the City of Dubrovnik and

1 Roman book of rites (Rituale Romanum) from 1614,
which had already prescribed obligations of keeping the
registers of baptisms and marriages and later added the
obligation of keeping the registers of deaths and holy
Confirmations, as well as the register of living souls, had also
prescribed the management forms for these civil registers,
where it prescribed the obligation to write the date of birth
in the register of baptisms. Although the mentioned book
of rites was translated in 1640 by Bartol Kasi¢, which
contributed to its observance and perpetuation, in many
cases this provision was not respected.
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zaleCa kao da je pomaknut mjesec dana
unaprijed, tako da se najvedi broj zac¢e¢a dogodio
u svibnju, a najmanji u rujnu.?’ I u nedalekome
neretvanskom susjedstvu, u Rogotinu, srpanj
je bio mjesec s najvise, a listopad s najmanje
zaceca (SunjIC, 2007, 359).

Za ovakav raspored zaceca po mjesecima do
sada je, uz sezonske varijacije seksualnih poriva
i drustvena pravila, istican i obujam poslova u
agraru (VEKARIC I DR., 2000., 84). Cini nam se
da je ta pojava slojevitija, jer u ovome slucaju
nije bila, bar izravno, uvjetovana koli¢inom
radova u polju, s obzirom na to da su zaceéa
bila najintenzivnija u travnju i lipnju, upravo
kada pocinju izgoni stoke i najopsezniji ratarski
radovi. Druga nam se dva razloga namecu
vjerojatnijima, izrazenijima. Prvi je zZivot u
velikim obiteljskim zajednicama i skucenom
stambenom prostoru, gdje je nedostajalo
prostora za intimu. Dolaskom proljeca i
toplijih dana, za takvo $to su nastajale puno
veée moguénosti. Nadalje, ako se Zeli naglasiti
povezanost zaeCa s obujmom poslova u agraru,
¢ini nam se da nije sluc¢ajno da ih je najmanje u
razdoblju rujan-prosinac. Vrlo je vjerojatno da
je tu rijeC o svojevrsnoj kontracepciji, svjesnoj
apstinenciji od spolnih odnosa i izbjegavanju
zaceca, da se porodaj ili poodmakla trudnoéa
ne bi dogodili upravo u vrijeme kada su radovi
u agraru najintenzivniji i kada je svaki radnik
(bolje reéi radnica) predragocjen, a u tome bi
slu¢aju bio sprijecen.

U veljackoj mikrocjelini u promatranome
razdoblju zabiljezeno je 89 bracnih zajednica,
koje su radale i krstile djecu. Dva roda s
najviSe krstenika, Pavlovici i Matiéi, imali su u
promatranome razdoblju i najveéi broj bra¢nih
zajednica (oba po sedam). Pet i vise brac¢nih
zajednica imali su jo$ Bradvice, Jelavidi i
Vistice, sve veljacki rodovi, te Kraljeviéi,
grabljanski rod. Vasarovski rodovi Granidi,
Rasojeviéi i Lauci, starosjedioci zabiljezeni u
popisu iz 1742., kao ni nesto kasniji doseljenici
Matijasevi¢i nisu uspjeli ostvariti razvitak i
razgranatost i dosegnuti broj od pet bracnih
zajednica. Najizrazitiji kontrast dogodio se
izmedu roda Sosi¢, grabljanskih starosjeditelja
iz 1742., koji su u promatranome razdoblju
imali samo dvije brac¢ne zajednice, i roda

20 Isto. Najmanji broj zaceéa u rujnu dogodio se i u
Samoboru za razdoblje 1812. — 1857.

68

Geoadria 20/1 (2015) 53-80

Konavle) (VEKARIC ET AL., 2000, 84), but also in
the north, in the Slovenian town Velenje and in
Austrian Stockerau (KAPETANIC, VEKARIC, 1998,
257). However, in north Croatia, in Zagreb and
Krizevci, the rhythm of conceptions seems to have
been shifted one month ahead, so that the greatest
number of conceptions occurred in May, and the
lowest in September.?’ And in the close neighborhood
along the Neretva River, in Rogotin, July was the
month with the highest and October with the lowest
number of conceptions (SUNJIE, 2007, 359).

In this pattern of conception by month, with
seasonal variations of sexual impulses and social
policies, the role of work load in agriculture has
been emphasized (VERARIC ET AL., 2000, 84).
Nevertheless, it seems to us that this is a complex
phenomenon, because in this case it was not, at least
not directly, affected by the amount of work in the
field, since the conceptions were most numerous in
April and June, just when the cattle is starting to
be taken to pastures and when the hardest work in
crop farming begins. The other two reasons seem
to be as more likely. The first is life in large family
groups and cramped living space, where there was
a lack of space for intimacy. With the arrival of
spring and warmer days, many more opportunities
were created for such activities. Furthermore, if
we want to emphasize the connection between
conceptions and work load in agriculture, then it
is not a coincidence that there is the least amount
in the period September-December. It is likely
that this is a kind of contraception, conscious
abstinence from sexual relations and the avoidance
of conception, to avoid childbirth or advanced
pregnancy at a time when works in agriculture are
at their most intense period and when each worker
(rather female worker) is precious, and in that case
prevented.

In the micro-unit Veljaci in the reporting period,
there were 89 registered marriages, which reproduced
and baptized children. Two clans with the highest
number of baptisms, Pavlovi¢ and Matic, also had the
highest number of marriages in the studied period (7
each). Five and more marriages also occurred only in
Bradvice, Jelavici and Vistice, all clans of Veljaci, and
Kraljevié, a clan from Grabljani. Granié, Rasojevié
and Lauc, clans from Vasarovidi, all natives recorded
in the census of 1742, as well as the later settlers
Matijasevic failed to develop and breach and reach

20 The same. The lowest number of conceptions in September
took place in Samobor for the period 1812-1857.
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Tablica 6. Broj brac¢nih zajednica po rodovima u naseljima danasnje zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 6 Number of marriages according to clans in villages of the present parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Red. broj / Number Rod / Clan Broj braénih zajednica / Number of marriages
1. Ardomiljac 1
2. Bebek 3
3. Bradvica 5
4. Gaspar 1
S. Granic 4
6. Grbavac 2
7. Grizelj 1
8. Grljusic¢ 1
9. Grubisi¢ 1
10. Hrsti¢ 2
11. Jelavié 6
12. Jurkovié 1
13. Kardum 1
14. Kolak 1
15. Kraljevi¢ 5
16. Lauc 2
17. Loboja 1
18. Loncar 1
19. Majié 2

20. Markotié 3
21. Marsié 1
22. Matié 7
23. Matijasevic 2
24. Milidevié 1
25. Musan 1
26. Nosié 4
27. Pavlak 4
28. Pavlovié 7
29. Petrovicé 2
30. Praljak 2
31. Primorac 1
32. Rasoevié 2
33. Sosi¢ 2
34. Tolj 1
35. Vistica 6
36. Vuici¢ 1
37. Vukojevié 1

Ukupno / Total 89

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.
Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.

Pavlak, doseljenika iza 1768., koji su imali

zabiljezene Cetiri bra¢ne zajednice.
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a number of five marriages. The most striking
contrast occurred between the clan Sosi¢, natives
from Grabljani dating from 1742, which had only
two marriages in the reporting period and the clan
Pavlak, immigrants which arrived after 1768, who
had four recorded marriages.
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Obiteljske veze veljacke mikrocjeline s okolinom

Od 91 nevjeste, odnosno majke koje su radale
djecu u promatranome razdoblju u veljackoj
mikrocjelini, podrijetlo smo uspjeli utvrditi
za njih 79. Najveéi broj majki promatrane
mikrocjeline potjecao je iz nje same (28 ili
35%), ali je to ipak znatno manje nego u oraskoj
mikrocjelini, gdje je od majki za koje smo uspjeli
utvrditi podrijetlo njih 53% potjecalo iz same
zupe (Pavicic¢, 2010.,141).2! Ta Cinjenica govori o
znatno vecoj otvorenosti ove pripoljske u odnosu
na brdsku, orasku mikrocjelinu. Od 51 nevjeste
sela Veljaka, podrijetlo smo uspjeli utvrditi za
njih 46. Od toga broja 17 ih je ili 37% bilo iz
samih Veljaka, Sto je nesto vise od prosjeka za
cijelu mikrocjelinu. Od ukupnoga broja majki
veljacke mikrocjeline iz Graba je podrijetlom
bila 21, a iz Vasarovica njih 14.

U Grabu je iz samoga sela bilo Sest nevjesta
ili to¢no jedna tre¢ina od ukupnoga broja onih
kojima smo utvrdili podrijetlo, a u Vasarovi¢ima
je od njih 13 samo jedna bila iz samoga sela.
Tu je ¢ak jedna nevjesta bila vise iz susjednoga
Graba, nego iz samoga sela. Cetrnaest majki
promatrane mikrocjeline potjecalo je iz
prekograni¢noga susjedstva iz Dalmacije, Sto je
17,28% od ukupnoga broja onih za koje smo
utvrdili podrijetlo. Najvise ih je bilo iz sela
Oraha (Cetiri), dvije iz Vrgorca te po jedna iz
Prapatnica, Ravce, Dragljana, Zavojana, Iskislih,
Pline, Stilja i Principovine, kako je Zupnik-
upisiva¢ nazvao mjesto podrijetla jedne majke.
Zanimljivo je da Veljacani nisu tada imali za Zenu
nijednu Grabljanku i Vasarovku, a Vasarovcani
i Grabljani za Zzenu nijednu Veljacanku. Kao
znacajno vrijedi jo§ istaknuti povezanost sela
Veljaka i Bekije odakle je bilo devet nevjesta —
Cetiri iz Pogane Vlake, tri iz Tihaljine te po jedna
iz Ruzica 1 Dragicine.

Od 202 obavljena krstenja u veljackoj
mikrocjelini promatranoga razdoblja, podrijetlo
kuma ili kume uspjeli smo utvrditi u 127 ili
62,87% slucajeva. Od toga broja u 83 slucaja
ili 65,35% kumovi su bili s podrudja istrazivane

21 Stanje slicno oraskom nalik je na oto¢nu sredinu Malog
Drvenika, gdje je u razdoblju od 1776. do 1826. godine
55% brakova bilo sklopljeno s djevojkom s istoga otoka,
a slicno Veljacima bilo je u nedalekom neretvanskome
susjedstvu, gdje je u selu Rogotinu 1795. s podrudja zupe
Komin-Rogotin bilo 31,81% nevjesta (iz samoga Rogotina
18,18%), a iz blize i dalje okolice 68,19%
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Family connections of the micro-unit Veljaci with
the environment

From 91 brides or mothers who had children in
the reporting period in the micro-unit Veljaci, we
were able to determine the ancestry for 79 women.
The largest number of mothers from the observed
micro-unit came from the unit itself (28 or 35%),
but that is still significantly lower than in the micro-
unit Orasje, where 53% of the mothers, whose
ancestors came from the parish (Pavicié, 2010,
141)*', as we could determine. This fact speaks
about the much greater openness of this field micro-
unit in relation to the mountain micro-unit Orasje.
Out of the 51 brides from the village Veljaci, we were
able to determine the ancestry for 46 of them. 17 of
those (or 37%) were women from Veljaci, which is
slightly more than the average for the whole micro-
unit. Of the total number of mothers from the
micro-unit Veljaci, 21 were originally from Grab,
and 14 women were originally from Vasarovi¢i.

In Grab there were 6 brides from the village
itself, or exactly one third of the total number of
those whose ancestry has been determined, and out
of 13 women in Vasaroviéi, only one was from the
village itself. There was even one bride more from
the neighboring Grab, then from the village itself.
Fourteen mothers of the observed micro-unit came
from the cross-border neighborhood of Dalmatia,
which represents 17.28% of the total number of
those whose ancestry has been determined. Most
of them were from the village Orah (4), two from
Vrgorac, and one each from Prapatnica, Ravca,
Dragljan, Zavojane, Iskisli, Plina, Stilji and
Principovina, as the pastor-registrar called the place
of origin of one mother. Interestingly, residents of
Veljaci did not have any wives from Grabljani
or Vasarovié¢i at that time, and the residents of
Vasarovi¢i and Grabljani did not marry any
women from Veljaci. It is also worth to mention
the connection of villages Veljaci and Bekija, the
village that was the birth place of 9 brides - four
from Pogana Vlaka, three from Tihaljina, and one
each from Ruziéi and Dragicina.

2! The situation in Orasje is similar to the one on the Mali
Drvenik Island, where in the period from 1776 to 1826
55% of the marriages were concluded with a young woman
from the same island, and Veljaci are similar to the nearby
Neretva neighborhood, where in the village of Rogotin
in 1795, there were 31.81% brides from the areas of the
parish Komin-Rogotin (18.18% from the very Rogotin), and
68.19% brides from the neighborhood.
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Tablica 7. Podrijetlo majki krstenika u selima danasnje zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 7 Ancestry of mothers of the baptized children in villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Naselje / Settlement Grab

Orahovlje

Vasarovici Veljaci Ukupno / Total

Bijaca

—_

—_
[\

Blato

Crveni Grm

Citluk

Dragicina
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Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.
Source: AZV, MK, vol. L.

mikrocjeline. U Grabu su, primjerice, iz samoga
mjesta kumovi bili pri 13 krstenja, a u istome
selu su Vasarovc¢ani to bili u ¢ak 12 slucajeva.
Iz Bekije pak, odakle je bio razmjerno znacajan
broj nevjesta, bio je samo jedan kum, a od
ostalih podru¢ja zamjetan je broj krstenja u
kojima su kao kumovi zabiljezeni Dalmatinci,
20 slucajeva ili 15,74% od ukupnoga broja za
koje je to utvrdeno (¢ak sedam iz Vrgorca i pet s
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Out of 202 performed baptisms in the micro-
unit Veljaci in the observed period, we were able to
determine the origin of the godfather or godmother
in 127 or 62.87% of cases. Of that number, in 83 or
65.35% of cases the godparents were from the area
of the researched micro-unit. In Grab, for example,
the godparents of 13 children were from the same,
and in the same village the godparents were from
Vasaroviéi in as many as 12 cases. Meanwhile,
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Tablica 8. Podrijetlo i broj kumova krstenika u selima danasnje zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 8 Ancestry and number of godparents of baptized children in villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Podrijetlo kuma/kume / Origin of Broj kumstava / Number of godparent relationships Ukupno /
godfather/godmother Grab Orahovlje Vasarovici Veljaci Total
Bubnji 0 0 2 1 3
Crveni Grm 1 0 0 0 1
Calici 0 1 0 0 1
Dalmacija 0 1 0 0 1
Dusina 1 0 0 0 1
Grab 13 0 2 1 16
Iskisli 1 0 0 0 1
Kasce 0 0 0 1 1
Klobuk 0 0 0 3 3
Ljubuski 0 0 0 1 1
Ljutovlje 0 0 0 2 2
Orah 0 0 2 3 5
Orahovlje 2 0 0 0 2
Rasljani 0 0 2 0 2
Ruzici 0 0 0 1 1
Stilja 0 0 0 1 1
Sipovaca 0 0 0 1 1
Vasarovici 12 0 15 3 30
Veljaci 1 2 0 30 33
Vitina 0 1 0 11 12
Vojnici 0 0 0 1 1
Vrgorac 4 0 0 3 7
Zavojani 0 0 1 0 1
Nepoznato / Unknown 7 2 18 48 75
Ukupno / Total 42 7 42 111 202

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L
Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.

Oraha). Ta ¢injenica govori o veCoj otvorenosti
veljacke mikrocjeline prema dalmatinskom
susjedstvu, pa i samoj oraskoj mikrocjelini,
nego obratno.?

22 Istodobno je u zupi Orah s podru¢ja hercegovackoga
prekograni¢ja bilo samo 14 kumstava ili 5,7% od
ukupnoga broja.
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there was only one godfather from Bekija, where
a significant number of brides came from, and as
regards to other areas, there was a certain number
of baptisms where Dalmatians were recorded as
godparents, to be exact, 20 cases or 15.74% of the
total number of those which have been checked
(seven from Vrgorac and five from Orah). This fact
speaks about greater openness of the micro-unit
Veljaci to the Dalmatian neighborhood, including
the micro-unit Orasje, rather than vice versa.?

22 At the same time there were only 14 kinships through
being a godparent in the parish Orah from the Herzegovinian
cross-border area, or 5.7% of the total number.
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Antroponimija veljacke mikrocjeline

Musko-zenski  imenski  fond  veljacke
mikrocjeline na prijelomu iz 18. u 19. stoljece
sastojao se od 46 imena, 25 muskih i 21 Zenskoga.
Od otprilike istodobnoga imenskoga fonda
oraskoga susjedstva bio je manji za devet imena.
Za razliku od oraskoga onomastikona, biljezenog
hrvatskim jezikom, a latini¢nim i hrvatsko-
¢iriliénim pismima, veljacki je biljezen latinicom
i latinskim jezikom.

Geoadria 20/1 (2015) 53-80

Anthroponymy of the micro-unit Veljaci

The male-female name list of the micro-unit
Veljaci at the turn of the 19th century consisted of
46 names, 25 male and 21 female. It had nine names
less than the similar name list of the neighbouring
Orasje. Unlike the Onomastikon from Orasje,
which was recorded in the Croatian language and
Latin and Croatian Cyrillic alphabet, in Veljaci it
was recorded in Latin language and alphabet.

Tablica 9. Imena krstenika u selima danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 9 Names of baptized males in villages of the present parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Rlsld. broj / Ime / Name Selo / Village Ukupno /

umber Grab Orahovlje Vasaroviéi Veljaci Total
1. Andrija 4 0 2 1 7
2. Ante 3 0 1 4 8
3. Barisa 0 0 1 0 1
4. Bono 0 0 0 1 1
S. Boze 1 0 0 4 S
6. Cvitan 1 0 0 1 2
7. Filip 0 0 0 2 2
8. Franjo 1 0 0 1 2
9. Grgo 1 0 2 3 6
10. Ivan 2 0 0 8 10
11. Jakov 0 0 0 1 1
12. Jozo 0 0 1 4 S
13. Jure 2 0 2 5 9
14. Luka 0 0 1 2 3
15. Marko 0 1 1 2 4
16. Martin 0 0 0 1 1
17. Mate 3 2 3 4 12
18. Mijo 0 0 1 N 6
19. Nikola 1 0 2 1 4
20. Pasko 0 1 1 0 2
21. Petar 2 1 1 2 6
22. Stipan 3 0 0 3 6
23. Simun 0 0 0 2 2
24. Toma 0 0 0 1 1
25. Vid 0 0 0 3 3
26. Nepoznato / Unknown 1 0 0 1 2
Ukupno / Total 25 5 19 62 111

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.
Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.
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Tablica 10. Imena krstenica u selima danasnje zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Table 10 Names of baptized females in villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Red. broj / Selo / Village Ukupno /
Number Ime / Name : » > — Total
Grab Orahovlje Vasarovici Veljaci

1. Andra 0 0 1 0 1
2. Anda 0 0 1 6 7
3. Anica 0 0 0 1 1
4. Barbara 1 0 0 0 1
5. Cvita 1 0 1 1 3
6. Filipa 0 0 1 0 1
7. Iva 1 1 2 5 9
8. Jaka 1 0 0 1 2
9. Jela 0 0 0 3 3
10. Joza 0 0 0 1 1
11. Jurka 2 0 0 0 2
12. Kata 1 0 6 5 12
13. Luca 0 0 1 2 3
14. Manda 2 1 1 0 4
15. Mara 1 0 0 1 2
16. Marta 2 0 2 1 N
17. Matija 3 0 2 8 13
18. Pera 1 0 0 5 6
19. Ruza 0 0 1 2 3
20.  |Sima 1 0 1 0 2
21. Tada 0 0 1 0 1
22. Tomica 0 0 1 2 3
21. Vida 0 0 1 4 5
22. Nepoznato / Unknown 0 0 0 1 1
Ukupno / Total 17 2 23 49 91

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.
Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.

U obje mikrogjeline zastupljena su gotovo
istovjetna imena, uz neznatne razlike. Tako
primjerice u veljackoj mikrocjelini, kojoj je
patron sv. Ilija, u promatranome razdoblju nema
nijednoga nadijevanja toga imena, kao ni imena
Krizan, Lovro, Pavao i Sebastijan (Basco), svih
zabiljezenih u oraskoj mikrocjelini. Obratno, u
oraskoj mikrocjelini nema muskih imena Cvitan,
Bozo i Bono, zabiljezenih u veljackoj mikrocjelini.
No u obje mikrocjeline omiljenost pojedinih imena
je gotovo istovjetna. Tako je u obje mikrocjeline
najomiljenije musko ime Mate, a po brojnosti
nadijevanja, takoder u obje, slijede imena Ivan,
Ante i Jure (Pavicic, 2010., 147).23

23 Sli¢no je i u Rogotinu gdje je takoder najbrojnije musko
ime Mate, a slijede ga Ivan i Ante.
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Almost identical names are represented in both
micro-units, with minor differences. For example,
in the micro-unit Veljaci, where St. Elijah (Ilija) is
the patron saint, there are no recorded children
named after him in the observed period, nor the
names Krizan, Lovro, Pavao and Sebastijan (Basco),
all recorded in the micro-unit Orasje. However, in
the micro-unit Orasje there were no male names
Cvitan, Bozo and Bono, which were recorded in
the micro-unit Veljaci. However, in both micro-
units certain names were almost equally popular.
Thus, in both areas the favorite male name was
Mate, followed by the names Ivan, Ante and Jure
considering the number of times they were given
(Pavicic, 2010, 147).23

23 There was a similar situation in Rogotin, where the most
common male name was Mate, followed by Ivan and Ante.
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Roditeljski imenski fond djece veljacke
mikrocjeline promatranoga razdoblja, dakle
jednoga naraStaja ranije, neSto se razlikuje.
Kod muskih u optjecaju je jedno ime manje, a i
“moda” nadijevanja imena se razlikuje. Tako
Mate vise nije bilo najomiljenije ime, vec je to
bilo ime Ivan (12 nositelja), a slijedilo ga je ime
Jure s 11 nositelja. Mate je zajedno s imenom
Ante bilo na treéem, odnosno Cetvrtome mjestu
s devet nositelja. Od imena koja se ne pojavljuju
u dje¢jemu imenskom fondu, kao ni u oraskome
imenskom fondu uopée, to je ime Dane (Danijel),
kod ¢ak pet nositelja, te imena Rafael i Silvestar,
svako s po jednim nositeljem.

Geoadria 20/1 (2015) 53-80

Name list of the parents of Veljaci micro-unit in
the observed period, i.e. one generation earlier, is
somewhat different. In males there was one name
less in circulation, and “fashion” in naming was
different. Thus Mate was not the favorite name any
more, it was the name Ivan (12 persons), followed
by the name Jure with 11 persons. Mate and Ante
shared the third and fourth place with nine persons.
Of the names that do not appear in the children’s
name list, as well as in the general name list in
Orasje, there is the name Dane (Danijel), with five
persons, and the names Rafael and Silvestar, both
given once.
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Slika 4. Imena ocCeva krstenih u selima danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. - 1808.

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L

Figure 4 Fathers’ names of baptized children in villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.
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Slika 5. Imena majki krstenika u selima danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.

Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. L.

Figure 5 Mothers’ names of baptized children in villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Source: AZV, MK, vol. L.
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Kod majki krstenika istrazivanoga podrucja
i razdoblja u optjecaju je 25 imena, $to je nesto
manje nego kod njihove Zenske djece. Dok su svojoj
djeci kao najomiljenije ime nadijevali ime Matija,
to su njihovi pak roditelji njima kao najomiljenije
ime nadijevali ime Iva (16 nositeljica). Ime Matija
je na drugome mjestu (14 nositeljica) i nijedno
drugo ime nije dosegnulo dvoznamenkastu
brojku. Pera s osam i Jaka sa sedam nositeljica
bile su joj najblize, a ime Kata, drugo po brojnosti
kod krstenica (12 nositeljica) nosile su samo Cetiri
majke. Od Zenskih imena koja se ne pojavljuju u
imenskome fondu krstenica Anastazija (Staza),
Agata i ime Dorotea.

Geoadria 20/1 (2015) 53-80

There were 25 names in circulation of mothers
of the baptized children in the researched area and
period, which is slightly less when compared to their
daughters’ names. While their children were mostly
named Matija, their parents preferred the name Iva
(16 persons). The name Matija is in the second place
(14 persons) and no other name had reached double
digits. Pera with eight and Jaka with seven persons
were the closest, and the name Kata, the second
most common name for the baptized children (12
persons) was used for only four mothers. With
regard to the women’s names that do not appear
in the name list of the baptized children there are
names Anastazija (Staza), Agata and Dorotea.

Broj nositeljica
Name holders

Ime kume
Name of godmother

Slika 6. Imena kumova krstenika iz sela danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. - 1808.
Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. 1.

Figure 6 Names of the godfathers to the children from villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.
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Slika 7. Imena kuma krstenica iz sela danasnje Zupe Veljaci 1786. — 1808.
Izvor: AZV, MK, sv. 1.

Figure 7 Names of godmothers to the children children from villages of today’s parish Veljaci from 1786 to 1808

Source: AZV, MK, vol. 1.
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Imenik kumova i kuma veljacke mikrocjeline
sastojao se od 28 muskih i 27 Zzenskih imena.
Najbrojnijaimena kod kumova bilisu AnteiNikola
s 12 nositelja, slijede ih Jakov s 11, te Mate, Jure i
Ivan s po deset nositelja. Od novih muskih imena,
koja se ne pojavljuju ni kod krstenika, niti kod
njihovih oceva u veljackoj mikrocjelini su Bernard
i Gabrijel. Uvjerljivo najbrojnije Zensko ime kuma
bilo je Iva s 18 nositeljica, odnosno osobe s tim
imenom bile su toliko puta kume. Nijedno drugo
ime nije dosegnulo dvoznamenkastu brojku, a
najblize tome su imena Kata i Antonija spomenute
osam puta. Od novih, do tada nespomenutih
imena, tu su sada Pavica i narodno ime Stana, oba
spomenuta dva puta.

Blizanci

Krstenje blizanaca u mati¢nim knjigama znalo
je biti registrirano pod jednim upisom kada je za
takvu djecu navodeno da su blizanci (lat. gemini),
ali su biljezeni i pod dva odvojena upisa, bez
navodenja da su blizanci (AZV, MK, sv. L, 31,
165).

Radanje blizanaca uvjetovano je s vise
¢imbenika, od rasne pripadnosti, dobi majke,
paritetu (visestruke rodilje pokazuju veéu sklonost
radanju dvojajc¢anih blizanaca), ali je ipak uoceno
da je stopa radanja jednojajéanih blizanaca
konstantna i iznosi 3,5 na 1000 porodaja, a
dvojaj¢anih od pet do 49 na 1000 porodaja, ovisno
o vrsti populacije (VEKARIC T DR., 2000., 70).
Na veljatkome mikropodrucju u istrazivanome
razdoblju rodena su Cetiri para blizanaca, Sto je
3,96 % od ukupnoga broja rodenih. To je vise nego
na podrudju Broéna u razdoblju 1775. - 1890.,
gdje je takvih bilo 2,6% (Jori¢, 2009., 255), ili
pak znatno vise od oraske mikrocjeline (1762. —
1800.) gdje su krstena samo dva para blizanaca,
odnosno Cetvero djece ili 1,62% od ukupnoga
broja krstenih (Pavicic, 2010., 196).

Nezakonita djeca

Covjekovi seksualni porivi i sklonost putenosti
uvijek su bili prisutni u ljudskim zajednicama i
nikakva ih stega, bilo drustvena, bilo vjerska, nije
mogla u potpunosti suzbiti i iskorijeniti. Jedino
su ih uspijevale s manje ili viSe uspjeha nadzirati
i kanalizirati. Kod katolika je bio vrlo bitan
crkveni nauk o sakramentu braka, kao Bozjoj
ustanovi, utemeljenoj na rije¢ima Svetoga pisma.
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Names of godfathers and godmothers in the
micro-unit Veljaci consisted of 28 male and 27
female names. The most numerous godfather
names were Ante and Nikola with 12 persons,
followed by Jakov with 11, and Mate, Jure and
Ivan with 10 persons. With regard to new male
names, which neither appear in any of the baptized
children, nor with their fathers in the micro-unit
Veljaci, were Bernard and Gabrijel. Arguably the
most numerous name was Iva with 18 persons, or
persons with that name were godmothers so many
times. No other name had reached double digits,
but the closest to that were the names Kata and
Antonija which were mentioned on eight occasions.
From new, previously not mentioned names, there
were now Pavica and the common name Stana,
both mentioned twice.

Twins

Baptism of twins in the parish baptism registers
used to be registered as a single entry, where it was
stated that such children were twins (lat. gemini),
but sometimes they were registered under two
separate entries, without any note stating that they
were twins (AZV, MK, vol. 1, 31, 165).

The birth of twins is conditioned by several
factors such asrace, maternal age and parity
(mothers with various children show a greater
propensity to give birth to fraternal twins).
Nevertheless it was observed that the rate of birth
of identical twins was constant at 3.5 per 1,000
births, while the rate for fraternal twins was from
5-49 per 1000 births, depending on the type of
population (VEKARIC ET AL., 2000, 70). In the micro
area of Veljaci in the examined period, four pairs
of twins were born, which represents 3.96% of the
total number of births. This is more than in the area
of Broéno during the period from 1775 to 1890,
where the figure was 2.6% (Jorié, 2009, 255), or
considerably more than in the micro-unit of Orasje
(1762 -1800) where only two pairs of twins, or
four children had been baptized, or 1.62% of the
total number of baptisms (Pavicié, 2010, 196).

Hllegitimate children

Man’s sexual urges and tendency to sensuality
have always been present in human communities
and no discipline, whether social or religious, could
fully suppress and eradicate them. The only thing
it managed to do was to control and channel those
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Iz toga je proizasla i katoli¢ka moralka, koja je ne
samo branila izvanbracne veze izmedu muskarca
i Zene, vec je uredovala i u bra¢nim odnosima.
Pridrzavanje crkvenih zapovijedi vezano za brak
i brac¢nu distoéu, te odnose izmedu muskarca
i zene uopce, vidljivo je na podrucju veljacke
mikrocjeline u istrazivanome razdoblju, jer nije
zabiljezeno rodenje nijednoga nezakonitoga
djeteta, odnosno djeteta izvan braka. U susjednoj
oraskoj mikrocjelini stanje je bilo malo drukdije.
Tamo je u razdoblju 1762. — 1800. rodeno etvero
nezakonite, odnosno izvanbra¢ne djece. To
predstavlja 1,63% od ukupnoga broja rodenih, sto
je znatno vise nego, primjerice, u hercegovackoj
zupi Brocno, gdje je u 115 godina rodeno samo
0,24% nezakonite, odnosno 0,05% izvanbracne
djece (Jori¢, 2009., 255), ali i znatno manje
nego u Puli gdje je od 1613. do 1678. bilo 7,22%
nezakonito rodenih (BErTOSA, 2002., 201).4

Zakljucak
Ogranicenim istrazivanjem i ras¢lambom
podataka  prikupljenih  pri  heuristickim

zahvatima za Siru i iscrpniju studiju o ljubuskom
stanovnistvu, djelomi¢no smo odskrinuli vrata
demografske zbilje ovoga podrudja s krajnje
periferije Osmanskoga Carstva na prijelazu iz
18. u 19. stoljee. Ratna razaranja 17. stoljeca
prouzrocile su potpuni demografski rasap
spomenutoga podrudja, $to je za posljedicu imalo
zapustanje poljoprivrednih povrsina i njihovo
pretvaranje u mocvaru i krajnje negostoljubiv
ambijent. Stabiliziranjem politi¢kih i drustvenih
prilika i postupnim stavljanjem u funkciju
umrtvljenih agrarnih potencijala, dolazi do
laganoga demografskog oporavka, $to se uocava
kroz biolosku snagu pojedinih rodova zatecenih
na ovom prostoru u predistrazivano vrijeme
te pristizanje novih s takoder jako izrazenim
vitalitetom i svjezinom. Komparativno-historijski
pristup je pokazao da se obiljezja nataliteta,
iskazana sezonskim kretanjem krstenja i zaceca, te
spolne strukture, uklapaju u pravilnosti utvrdene
istrazivanjima na raznim, zemljopisno blizim,
ali i udaljenijim podruéjima. Sli¢no je pokazala i
ras¢lamba antroponimijskoga korpusa, u kojem
su apsolutno prevladavala imena iz biblijsko-

24U Engleskoj je istodobno (1785. — 1815.) bilo nesto malo
iznad 5% nezakonito rodene djece (usp. LasLeTT, 2001.,
159-160).
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urges more or less successfully. For Catholics,
church doctrine on the sacrament of marriage as
an institution of God (based on the words of the
Holy Scripture) was surely extremely important.
The Catholic moral lesson came from this, which
not only prohibited relationships between men
and women out of wedlock, but it also intervened
within the marital relationships. Observance of the
Church commandments in relation to marriage and
conjugal chastity, and relationships between men
and women in general, are evident in the area of
Veljaci in the examined period, because there are no
recorded births of illegitimate children, or birth of a
child out of wedlock. The situation was somewhat
different in the neighboring micro-unit of Orasje.
In the period from 1762 to 1800 four illegitimate
children or children out of wedlock were born. This
represents 1.63% of the total number of births,
which is much higher than, for example, in the
Herzegovinian parish Bro¢no, where only 0.24%
or 0.05% of illegitimate children were born in
the period of 115 years, (JorLié, 2009, 255), but
significantly less than in Pula where 7.22% of
illegitimate children were born from 1613 to 1678
(BErTOSA, 2002, 201).%

Conclusion

With limited probing and analysis of data
collected in heuristic procedures for a broader
and more comprehensive study on the Ljubuski
population, we offered an insight into the
demographic reality of this area from the extreme
periphery of the Ottoman Empire at the turn
of the 19th century. War destruction of the 17th
century had caused a complete demographic
dispersion of the said area, which further resulted
in the abandonment of agricultural lands and
their conversion into swamps and an extremely
inhospitable environment. Stabilization of the
political and social conditions and the gradual
recovery of deadened agricultural potential, led
to slight demographic recovery, which could be
seen through the biological potency of certain
families found in the area at the time preceding
the researched period, as well as the arrival of
new families with strongly expressed vitality
and freshness. Comparative-historical approach

24 At the same time in England (in the period from 1785
to 1815) there were slightly more than 5% of illegitimate
children. (LASLETT, 2001, 159-160).
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krséanskoga svetackog poklada. Ras¢lamba showed that the characteristics of births, expressed
bra¢noga i kumovskoga povezivanja pokazala by seasonal movement of baptisms, conception and
je vedu otvorenost prema vanjskome svijetu gender structure, fit into the regularities established
istrazivane veljacke mikrocjeline pod osmanskom on the research of various, geographically closer,
vlascu, negoli usporedivane susjedne zupe Orah iz but also more remote areas. The analysis of the
mletackoga (austrijskoga) pograni¢ja. Medutim, antrophonymy corpus had also proved similar
kao nesto nesvakidasnje i netipi¢no treba facts, in which there was an absolute domination of
istaknuti nepostojanje nijednoga slucaja radanja Biblical-Christian names and saint names. However,
nezakonitoga djeteta, $to bi moglo upudivati na the analysis of marital and godparent connectivity
iznimno visok moralni habitus tamosnjih Zitelja, has shown a greater openness of the micro-unit of
oblikovan, neprijeporno, duhovnim marom i  Veljaci under Ottoman rule to the outside world,
zarom njihovih franjevackih dusobriznika. than the compared neighbouring parish Orah from

the Venetian (Austrian) borderlands. However, the
absence of even one case of birth of an illegitimate
child should be noted as something unusual and
atypical, which could indicate a very high moral
habitus of locals, formatted, undoubtedly, by
spiritual diligence and zeal of their Franciscan
pastors.

Istrazivanje podataka mati¢nih knjiga pruzila
sunam prvi, preliminarni uvid u demografsku sliku
dijela Ljubuskoga, a nadamo se da e nastavak
istrazivanja cjelokupne ljubuske mikrocjeline,
koju je nedugo nakon promatranoga razdoblja
pogodio kataklizmicki kuzni udar, znacajno
upotpuniti sliku i bar djelomi¢no rekonstituirati
njezin davni i izgubljeni svijet. Probing the data from the parish registers

has provided a first, preliminary insight into the
demographic image of one section of Ljubuski, and
we hope that further research of the entire micro-
unit of Ljubuski, which was hit by cataclysmic
infectious plague shortly after the reporting period,
will significantly complement the same and at least
partially reconstruct its ancient and lost world.
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