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Ballota acetabulosa, whose distribution includes Greece,
Aegean Islands up to Crete and Rhodes, some lonian Island
and the Isle of Dugi, has been found in the central and
northern part of the Island of Cres. These are the nort-
hernmost known localities for this species.

Introduction

In his taxonomic revisions of the genus Ballota, Patzak (1958,
1959, 1960) recognizes 33 spacies include into 10 sections.

This arrangement, which substantially differs from those proposed
by Bentham (1834) and Briquet (1897), has recently been mo-
dified by Trinajstic (1983).

The differentiation center of the genus is located in the eastern
Mediterranean Region, where 7 species occur (Meusel et al. 1978).
From this area the genus radiates into the whole of the Mediterranean
Region, Asia Minor and Europe, with some disjunctions in subtropical
northern Africa, in eastern Africa and in South Africa. Patzak (1972)
recognizes 7 species from Europe, most of which (5) are restricted to
Aegean Region. Among them there is also the complex group of Ballota
nigra, subdivided into 6 subspecies.

From Yugoslavia the following species are known: Ballota pseudo-
dictamnus (L.) Bentham (Trinajstic 1985), B. rupestris (Biv.) Vis.,
B. macedonica Vandas, B. nigra L. and B. acetabulosa (L.) Bentham.

Furthermore, from the Island of Cres Marchesetti (1930) re-
ports only B. nigra L. var. meridionalis Beg. (Syn.: B. nigra L. subsp.
velutina (Pospichal) Patzak ?).
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The distribution range of B. acetabulosa includes Greece (Boissier
1879, Halacsy 1902, 1906, 1908, 1912, Hayek 1929, Rechinger
1943, Patzak 1959, 1960), the Aegean Islands up to Crete and Rhodos
(Beguinot & Vaccari 1912—1913; Pampanini 1926, 1927,
Rechinger 1929, 1936; Ade & Rechinger 1938, Fiori 1938),
some of the lonian Islands (Korfu, Cephalonia, Zante, Leucades) and
western Anatolia (Davis 1982).

In the northern Adriatic Region this species was recorded for the
first time by Trinajstic (1983) from the Isle of Dugi, close to the
village of Sali, within ruderal vegetation of the alliance Chenopodion
muralis.

Results and Discussion

Ballota acetabulosa has been found in the central and northern parts
of the Island of Cres (Croatia), within the belt of evergreen Mediter-
ranean vegetation (Orno-Quercetum ilicis H-ic (56) 58) (Trinajstic
1965, 1967, 1976). The hitherto known localities are as follows (Fig. 1):

A: Cres, eastern outskirts of the village, 10 m (ZA, LJU, TSB).
B: Locality called Pregon, between Cres and the Piskel bog, 30 m.
C: Locality called Batanji (Orlec), 200 m.

In all cases the plants were growing in abandoned cultivations with
ruderal vegetation, with scattered occurrence of plants of the Mediter-
ranean maquis. An example of the accompanying species is the following
list, taken in station A: Urtica dioica L., Parietaria officinalis L., Fal-
lopio, convolvulus (L.) Holub, Diplotaxis tenuifolia (L.) DC., Lepidium
graminifolium L., Sedurn sexangulare L., Rubus ulmifolius Schott, Ge-
ranium molle L., Rubia peregrina L., Convolvus arvensis L., Lamium
maculatum L., Melissa officinalis L., Conyza canadensis (L.) Crong.,
Bidens subalternans DC.,* Chondrilla juncea L., Sonchus oleraceus L.,
Dactylis glomerata L., Bromus sterilis L., Cynodon dactylon L., Arum
italicum L.

We could observe neither saplings nor young plants, but the mature,
suffruticose individuals appeared to be very well developed.

The locilities of Cres are the northernmost known stations for this
species; they are located ca. 130 km north from the isle of Dugi. Tri-
najstic (1983) thinks that the populations of Dugi date back to ancient
times, probably to the intense maritime commercial traffic of the Hel-
lenic Period, and considers B. acetabulosa as an Hellenopalaeophyte, to-
gether with Pinus halepensis, Ceratonia siliqua, Arbutus andrachne and
other species (Trinajstic 1975). The origin of the populations of
Cres seems to be more recent. According to information obtained by
the locals, this species was introduced by soldiers of the Italian Army
coming back from Greece during the Second World War.

It is probable that the curious utilization of this plant during the
war and in the post-war period derives from information acquired in
Greece. Dried calices with their peduncles were turned upside down
and immersed in small pots containing olive oil. They were utilized as
candles, and were exposed on the windows on particular occasions, such
as on November 2, the day dedicated to the dead. | could ascertain that
this utilization actually works very well.

* This is the second station in Croatia after Senj (Melzer 1987).
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Fig. 1 Localities of Ballota acetabulosa (L.) Bentham in the Island of Cres
(A, B, C). For further details see text.
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SAZETAK

NOVA NALAZISTA VRSTE BALLOTA ACETABULOSA (L) BENTHAM
U JUGOSLAVIJI

Fabrizio Martini

(BioloSki odjel Sveutilista u Trstu)

Vrsta Ballota acetabulosa nadena je na tri lokaliteta na otoku Cresu
(si. 1), gdje raste u sastavu ruderalne vegetacije. To su nova i zasad
najsjevernija poznata nalazidta ove istotnomediteranske biljke.
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