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In the course of sone recent research on nedi eval
Bosnian metalwork, | found myselfpuzzled by the
curious mis-dating of a group of interesting decorative
silver-gilt belts (figs, 7 — 10, 11d — 16), Balkan regional
variations of a type be'.ng made in France in the first
half of the 14th century (fig. 11a —c.) Of those which
have a known provenance, three have been found in or
near Bosnia (figs. 7 — 10) (Gunjaca 1955; page 233, sl.
14; Fingerlin 1971; cat. no. 465; Kovacevi¢-Koji¢ 1978;
page 307) whilst others have been found in Greece (figs.
llc, 12) (Da'ton 1911;page 397, fig. 13, PI. 56, figs. 8, 9,
11, 13; Tait 1986; p. 142, fig. 326, Fingerlin 1971;cat.
nos. 152, 153, 155) and one example was long preserved
in Georgia (figs. 13 —16) (Millike» 1930; pages 35, 36;
Fingerlin 1971;cat. no. 66.) The whole group was mis-
-dated in a recent German book about medieval belt fit-
tings, highly reputable in other ways, further reading of
which revealed that this at first inexplicable muddle was
based on a confusionabout objects excavated from
what was claimed as the grave of one ot the Bosnian
kings named Tvrtko.'

Exploring the problem of why the author had accept-
ed the, to me obviously preposterous, claim brought
to the fore something which had frequently disturbed
me during my many years of research on the medieval
tombstones of Bosnia and Hercegovina, namely the way
in which tentaclesstill spread into contemporary

"llse Fingerlin, Gurtel des hohen und spaten Mtttel>tlters,
Munchen 1971.1 am grateful to Ronald Lightbown of ihe
Victoria and Albert Museum for bringing this material to
my attention, and to Derek J. Con>ent for assisting me to
obtain additional information. Nada Mileti¢ of the Zemaljski
Mizej, Sarajevo,has enabl ed me to exani ne and phot ograph
finds from King Tvrtko I's real grave, for which | extend
thanks. Thanks are due also to my husband, John Cornish.
who has given much assistance in the final shaping of this
article, and in preparing it for publication.

The author exposes theuay in tvhich afalse vietv
of the cultural history of Bosnia and Herzegovina, pro-
jccted for political reasons by Austria-Hungary in the
early years of its occupation of the province, can still
have repercussions in theu ork of present-day schol ars
of European art-history, u ho have no reason to suspect
its operation. An instance is given i» >vhich a nun>ber
of falsified archeological results fro>n early in  the
century have been taken at face value by later scholars
and have resulted in the >nisdating by half a century or
>nore of an in>portant group of silver-gilt belts. The
group is re-dated o» the basis of >nore reliable ei>idence.

scholarship from the only half-uncovered body of dis-
tortions imposed on Bosnian history by quasi-official
Austro-Hungarian sources in the late 19th and early
20th ccnturies. It seemed to me that it would be inter-
esting to set out some account of how some extremely
disreputable machinations from the turn of the century
had | ed astray several unsuspecting and reputable
scholars from otherlands in more recent years.

The problem is a complicated knot, the strands of
w>hich are as follows:

(a) The peculiar history of the Muslimsin Bosnia
during the first half of the nineteenth century.

(b) A false history of Bosnia invented by the Austro-
-Hungarian regime towards the end of the nineteenth
century, and making use of the circumstance (a).

(c) The discovery and suppression by staff of the
Zemaljski Muzej, Sarajevo, in 1909 — 10 ofa richly
equipped royal grave, almost certainly that of the Bo-
snian King Tvrtko | (died 1391), beneath the altar area
of a church at Arnautovi¢i near Visoko in ¢entral Bo-
snia, for the purposes of maintaining (b).

(d) The fact that (b) was so succesfullyimplanted
in Bosnian consciousness that it survived the changed
political world which emerged from World War 1.

(e) Some activity by a former Austro-Hungarian mili-
tary surgeon in the early 1920's created false scents
about the graves of both the kings called Tvrtko by
releasing some apparently new information about an
excavation which took place in the first years of the
Habsburg occupation of Bosnia and Hercegovina.

(f) A German researcher in a quite differentfield,
understandably ignorant of (c), accepted, in a public-
ation in 1971, the evidence of the publication resulting
from (e), and as a result misdated a ~hole group of
early 14th century belts to the later 14th century, the
time of the death of Tvrtko | (1391), whilst compoun-
ding the confusion originating with (e) between that
king and Tvrtko Il (died 1443.)
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Once the knot is exposed and at least partially un-
tied, the excellent reasons for dating the belts and some
associated finds to the early 14th century can be ex-
plored, and the record put straight.

The above points may be elaborated as follows.

THE MUSLIMS IN BOSNIA AND HERCEGOVINA

In the years between 1820 and 1851, the Bosnian Mus-
lims were not much regarded in Istanbul (SiSi¢1938;
pages 19, 20.) As the disregard grew increasingly mutual
in the second half of the century,they became very
much a law into themselves. The eontrol that the
Muslim landowners exercised over their Christian serfs
grew more brutal, and the taxes they imposed more
punitive, and many ugly incidents occured as the serfs
began to rebel. By this time Istanbul could only weakly
acquiesce in  what the Bosnian Muslims were doing.
Thus, by the 1870's they were the only religious group
in Bosnia and Hercegovina with no aspirations which
depended on backing from some foreign power, at a
time when Catholic Croatia looked to Austria and, be-
yond, to Rome, whilst Orthodox Serbia looked to Mon-
tenegro, then ruled by an Orthodox vladika, and, of
course, to Russia.

A FALSE HISTORY OF BOSNIA

What we might call the»Bogomilian«history of Bo-
snia now seems to have beenin large measure the
brainchild of Janos von Asboth, an official in the early
Austro-Hungarian administration and a member of the
Hungarian parliament, and of his better-known associ-
ate Benjamin von Kallay (Wen el, Koji¢ 1980; pages
209, 210), the administrator of Bosnia from 1882 to 1903
(Corovi¢c 1925; page 80.) That this was the case seems
to have occured to several Jugoslav scholars over the
years. An intersting discussion of the situation occurs
inan unpublishedwork on the Bosnian medieval
tombstones by the numismatist Ilvan Rengjeo (Srednjo-
vje€ni nadgrobni spomenici, stecci, ttndated), the type-
script of which is in a private library in Zagreb. The
work as a whole is of no great interest now, since it has
been superseded by far more comprehensive accounts
of thc same type (e.g. by Sefik Beslagi¢), but in his bi-
b liography Rengjeo provides some valuably critical di-
scussion of the early sources for what had become the
widely accepted theory of the origins of the stecak phe-
nomenon. Rengjo saw the creation of the false history
as the result of a realisation by the Austro-Hungarian
authorities, looking back on the first years of the oc-
cupation, that some kind of idealogical support was ne-
eded for what they saw as the necessary separation of
Bosnia and Hercegovina from Serbia. The notion that
the propogation of the»Bogomil hypothesis«, as it ca-
me to be called, was not seriously undertaken until af-
ter the first few years of Austro-Hungarian eontrol cer-
tainly accords with the comments of Ferdo Sisi¢, pu-
blished in 1938, about the general direction of Austrian
policy at that time (Sisié¢ 1938; pages 19, 20, 43 —4), and
in fact von Asboth's»popular«book about Bosnian cul-
ture, which was aimed at outsiders, and was the first
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literature to present the views under discussion in for-
eign languages, appeared in Budapest in 1887, in Vienna
in 1888, and in London in 1890.

The Treaty of Berlin had granted Austria-Hungary the
sole right of occupation and administration of Bosnia
and Hercegovina following its take-over in 1879. A de-
cade later many inhabitants of the region were still less
than enthusiastic about this arrangement, persisting ob-
stinately in seeing a linkage with Serbia as the natural
outcome of their history. Von Asboth's new account of
Bosnian history was designed to convince the upholders
of this recalcitrant view that it was based on a failure
to appreciate their country's real past. One of the most
important facts of Bosnian history, he argued, was that
it had once had, during the era before the imposition
of Turkish rule, a strongly held national religion. This
religion, the message ran, was in no way linked with
Serbia, on the one hand, and was vehemently condem-
ned by Rome, on the other. It was, in fact, an heretical
religion, clearly related to various established medieval
dualist heresies. Its place of origin was a land which
had also been subjugated to Turkey in later years, na-
mely Bulgaria.' It was to Bulgaria therefore that Bos-
nians should look for cultural links, rather than to We-
stern or Central Europe. That Bosnia had, during the
period of the heresy's flourishing, been generally under
Hungarian eontrol was not denied. CatholicHungary
had at times deigned to forgive and forget this heresy,
which had tainted most of Bosnia's local rulers along
with their subjects; equally Hungary had from time to
time conducted clean-up campagins, at Papal ins-
tigation, aimed at restoring Bosnia to adherence
to the truc churc. The fact remained however’
Asboth argued, that Bosnia, by virtue ofits re-
| igious history, lay outside any Eastern or Wes-
tern mainstream. It was obviously necessary for
the success of Asboth's argument that his account of
Bosnia's heretical isolation during the later Middle Ages
should not be contradicted by its cultural heritage. Bo-
snia certainly had its own unique heritage of late medi-
eval monuments: large, rather strange, tombstones,
strewn in thousands about the land, some elaborately
decorated. These, then, Asboth concluded, were clearly
the cultural survival of those brave, heretics who sho-
uld obviously be called, like their Bulgarian brothers,
»Bogomil«(vor> Asboth 1890; pages 30 — 100.)

The devising of this»history«so that it both fulfilled
Austrian purposcs and more or less accorded with an
existing historical framework was ingenious. Asboth of
course counted on the fact that few Bosnians would
have had access to the detailed historical sources avail-
able in Austro-Hungarian libraries. The principal me-
ansto Asboth'send — the account of the Bosnian

national religion — did not, however,demand any
particular intellectual virtuosity on the part of its
creator. This was simply because the exceedingly

enigmatic nature of medieval Bosnian religious be-
liefs and practiceslent themselves(and still lend

" A re-examination of Bulgarian Bogomilism in the light of
recent scholarship is undertaken in John V. A. Fine, The
Bulgarian Bogom>/ Movement~, East European Quarterly,
Vol.Xl, no. 4, Boul der, lorado, 1977; page@ 385 —412.~
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themselves) to a wide range of more or less plausible
interpretations. The»Bosnian Church«, an institution
frequently maligned in Catholic sources of its period,
has been the subject of endless puzzlement and discus-
sion over the last century. On present knowledge the
situation seems to have been, in brief, as follows.

It is generally held that from the 13th century until
the Ottoman invasion Bosnia had a distinctive national
church, whose churchmen generally referred to them-
selves as»Christian«(krstjani), but who were someti-
mes locally called»patarin«(Petkovi¢ 1953; page J3;
Fine 1975; page 334), which was originally an Italian
term for a schismatic. It must be said, of course, that the
same word was used at the same period by Roman Ca-
tholics to describe members of the Serbian Orthodox
church. It is most unlikely that members of the Bosni-
an Church were ever in their own time called,»Bogo-
mil«(slavic: »bogumil«.) One manuscript copy of Kon-
stantin Filozof's 1432 biography of Despot Stefan Laza-
revi¢ apparently used the word to describe them, but
that copy is now lost, it seems, and no surviving copy
of the work has it (Fine1975; page 44.) Other»early«
sources in which the word is used of Bosnian Church
members have proved to be fakes concocted later to pro-
ve the contention that it wasindeed a dualist move-
ment: likewise vrhen the word has appeared in modem
or foreign-language translations of early sources it has
simply been the result of an unthinking convention by
which»patarin« was always rendered »BogomilL«It
therefore seems highly possible that the missing Kon-
stantin Filozof manuscript was created or doctored to
that end.

Recent historians who have specialised in this obscure
area of Balkan studies have preferred to see the Bosnian
Church as result of a desire for a national church such
as Serbia had, but one free from any political associa-
tions with East or West. In fact it seems that the mo-
vement had rather little success, and hardly amounted
to an organised»church«at any time. Although some
elements of its practice seem to have been drawn from
Orthodox norms, its structure, if that is not too grand
a word, loosely resembled a Western monastic one, and
there was seemingly little grasp of the distinction bet-
ween such a structure and a genuinely ecclesiastical
one. Thus non-ordained»monks« took on the functions
reserved for priests, seemingly unaware of the impor-
tance of the concept of the ordained priesthood in the
churches of East and West, and therefore of the enor-
mity, in Roman eyes, of any departure from it. (Petko-
vi¢ 1953; page 40; Fine 1975; pages 148 — 150, 219.) The
movement may indeed have had dualistic elements, at
times during its long history or perhaps it simply allo-
wed some coastal dualists to function within its frame-
work, although no surviving internal source mentions
anything that might be taken as dualism in Bosnia be-
fore the 15th century (Fine 1975; pages 131, 361.) Howe-
ver, it now seemsfairlv certain that whateverthe
precise doctrine of the movement was, if indeed there
was any real doctrinal continuity during the several
centuries of its history, the Bosnian Churcb existed for
a small section of society only and had extremely little
impact on the majority of the inhabitants of medieval
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Bosni a and Her cegovina, who remai ned Catholic or
Orthodox depending on where they lived (Fine 1973;
pages 19 — 29;Fine 1975; pages 131, 361.)

There is every reason to believe that profound ignor-
ance of doctrinal matters prevailed at peasant level,
then as more recently, and the beliefs of many people
who would have called themselves Catholic or Ortho-
dox might well have surprised more sophisticated ad-
herents of those branches of Christianity elsewhere.
There is similarly a possibility that most or all of what
Rome found offensive on heretical in the beliefs of the
uncomplicated souls who called themselves»Christi-
ans<c but wished for an autonomous church, wasthe
result of a simpleignorance, itself the result of the
longterm neglect by Rome of such obscure outposts
of its religiousdominion.

It now seems — and there has never been any so>>nd
reason for supposing otherwise — that the fashion for
erecting massive tombstones was popular amongst
members of all religious sects in 14th and 15th century
Bosnia. In fact only eight out of the several hundred
inscribed monuments bear any clear indication to link
them with known adherants of the Bosnian Church
(Fine 1975; pages 260 — 264.) It is novr accepted that the
mention of known individualswhose link with the
church is otherwise attested is the only useful indenti-
fier here. Imagery supposed by some imaginative writ-
ers to be distinctively»Bogomil«, such as the tau cross,
or so-called»djed's staff«, is more easily proved non-
-Bogomil but is in fact normally quite unspecific doc-
trinally (Koji¢-ldenzel 1980; Pages208 — 209.)

Von Asboth's false history brought together and ma-
nipulated a number of notions about medieval Bosnia's
church and tonbst ones whi ch had been rather recently
promulgated.

The idea that the so-called heretics in Bosnia might
have been converted to their beliefs by prosetelizing
Bulgarian Bogomils had been mooted by several enth-
usiastic Pan-Slavicists before the Austro-Hungarian
administration in Bosnia, at a time when solidarity
between Bosnia and Bulgaria, both of them under the
Ottoman yoke, looked in needof encouragement. A
work by Franjo Rac€ki about Bogomils and Patarenes,
first published in Zagreb in 18(>9 — 70 under the patron-
age of Bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer and the new
Jugoslav Academy, presented this idea with a semblance
of scholarly respectability, and introduced the Bulgari-
an name»Bogomil« into the literature as one appro-
priate for members of the Bosnian church (R& ki
1931; Sasek J975;pages 11, 12.) Soon afterwards, Ar-
thur Evans, a young English newspaper reporter with
a passion for history who was walking around Bosnia
during the 1875 uprising, had a casual notion the promi-
nent Bosnian medieval tombstones (stecak, steéci)
might be the tombs of these Bogomils, of whom he

' Pavao Andeli¢ once told me that his experience of Bosnian
historieal material led him to believe that, just as the archi-
tecture of many Bosnian churches followed one simple design
which did not differ between Catholie and Orthodox the
inhabitants of Bosnia probably really did just think of
themselves as Christian, v>ithout xvorrying about whether
one needed,for salvation, tobeong toone churcb or another.

31
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had read. He did not devote much space to this specu-
lation in the published account of his travels, but justi-
fied it with the observation that those stones which
he had come across did not include in their iconogra-
phic repertoire the cross, which was known to be ana-
thema to dualists (Evans 1973; pages J63, 164.)' The
fact that Arthur Evans soon became an archaeologist
of great international renown helped to give weight to
this wild fancy, first known in Austrian cjrcles as
»Evans' opinion«(von L«schan 1881; page 107,note I),
when Asboth chose, for political reasons, to propagate
it as unquestionable truth.

Von Asboth subtly combined this concept — that the
ste¢ci were without doubt »Bogomil«monuments -
with a quite different one: that virtually all Bosnians
had been Bogomils, and that these Bogomils had so
suffered Roman-inspired persecutions that they had
converted en tnasse to Islam (again, something von
Asboth may have heard rather than invented, but for
which there is no historical basis (Fine 1975; pages
382 —385.) Austria-Hungary made much use of the Mu-
slim population during the early years of its adminis-
tration of Bosnia and Hercegovina. The Islamic religion
in Bosnia, whose ties of dependence with Istanbul had
been all but destroyed during the first three-quarters
of the century, as mentioned in (a), was at that point
still free of any dangerous political ties with the out-
side v orld, and was as a result rather promoted by
the occupiers. One outcome of this was that Muslims
were allowed to retain their Catholicand Orthodox
serfs (Dedijer 1967; pages 79 -81), so that many of the
Bosnian Catholics who had at first rather welcomed
the Habsburg takeover as a liberationwere cruelly

disappointed.

The imposition of the spurious»Bogomil«colour to
Bosnian history, on the other hand, was part of a cam-
paign to remove from thc potentially dangerous Bos-
nian Christians as much of their just cultural heritage
as possible. It was to the Muslims therefore that the
ste¢ci — in reality the tombstones of the forefathers
of Christians of all persuasions as well as of Muslims
—wer e, by nmeans of thisstrange theory, presented as
a gift, and one which seemed to emphasize their here-

ditary rights in the land, whilst implying that latter
day Christians there were, comparatively, »newcomers«
(Wen"el, Koji¢ 1980; page 209.)

" This notion —that the presence or absence of crosses on
grave markers can be taken as implying something about
the beliefs of the people buried beneath them — has been
constantly raised by proponcnts of the Bogomil hypothesis~
with the conviction that it strongly sup#)orts their claims.
In fact it is complete nonsense; a survey of European tamb-
stones from the middle ages to the present easily demons-
trates that their iconography is a matter of fashion only, and
that burial in  precints recognised as hallowed has always
been considered a sufficient indicator of piety. As an example
of the non-applicability of the »cross principle one might
mention that among the large number of elaborately brought
medieval tombs in~ Westminster Abbey, London, only one
has a cross of any kind amongst its decoration: certainly
the kings, queens and nobility of medieval England were
not noted for their adherence to dualist heresies.
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THE GRAVE OF TVRTKO |

Another interesting comment in Rengjeo'sbiblio-
graphy concerns what he saw as the rol e ofthe Zenal j -
ski Muzej in Sarajevo in spreadingthe word about
Bosnia's supposed Bogomilian past. This national mu-
seum for Bosnia and Hercegovina had been founded
by the Austro-Hungarian administration in 1885,t0
promote the study and appreciation of the history, ar-
chaeology and natural history of the region. Rangjeo
felt there was evidence that whilst von Asboth's Ger-
man and English language works presented the ex-
tremely tendentious theory as established fact to the
outside world, the museum staff was entrusted with
the same task at a local level. Any unbiased considera-
tion of the following facts will lead to the conclusion
that Rengjeo was very probably right.

The grave of King Tvrtko | was originally discovered
by the Zemaljski Muzej curator Karlo Patsch in 1909,
the year following Austria-Hungary's most politically
explosive act, the illegal annexation of Bosnia and Her-
cegovi na (Andeli¢ 1980; pages 227 —230).

The finding of the grave was apparently accidental.
Excavations of some ruins at Arnautoviéi, a few miles
north-east of Visoko in Central Bosnia, had been initi-
ated in an attemptto locatethe site of thc church
founded by Ban Kulin in 1193 and commemorated on
an inscription-stone which had come to light at Bisku-
pi¢i-Muhasinovici, not far away (VegolV, 1970, pages
70, 71, no. 254; Andjeli¢ 1980, page 232) Ban Kulin him-
self was seen as a key figure in the new Bosnian history
outlined in (b), according to which he was an notable
religious renegade who, in spite of the clear prohibi-
tions off his suzerain, Bela IlIl, had »with his whole
family and ten thousand subjects, gone over to the
Bogomilian faith«(von Asboth 1890, page 43) His later
rehabilititation and return to the Hungarian fold as
result of Papa/ intervention was also acknowledged, of
course, but it was seen mcrely as a temporary redempt-
ion in the obviously heretical succession of the Banate.

In the course of clearing a later medieval church in
the expectation that some remains of Kulin's church
might be found at a lower level, a considerable rec-
tangular mausoleum space was revealed via an access
beneath a large ste¢ak near the altar of the church, an
area which had been called»the royal chapel« in a local
tradition recorded as early as 1600 (Andeli¢ 1980; page
199) Within it were eight skeletons, suggesting that the
vault had been that of an extendedfamily.' One of

' Eyewitnesses to the excavation, interviewed by Irma Cre-
mosnik in 1950 — 51, agreed as to the number of skeletons
that had been found (Andelt¢ 1980, pages 187, 230, 231). It
ismy own view that this same mausoleum had served as
final resting place for Ban Stjepan Il Kotromani¢ (died
1353), who is known to have built the Franciscans a church
at Mile to that purpose. Bosnian 14th century burial habits
often lead to the last burial in a communal grave being
carefully arranged, as it was here, while earlier burials were
displaced to give it room (BeSlagic, Bcsler 1964: page 22,
grave 62, T. XIV, sL 4, after 1329.Page 52, grave 251, T.
XXX, sl.5 after 1342. Page 14, grave g, T XIf, sl.2, after
134Z). One of the rings found in the mausoleum (figs. 2b, 2c;
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these skeletons lay in a coffin once draped with a rich
pall, the fragmentary remains of which are now on
display in the Zemaljski Muzej (inv. no. 608), and un-
mistakably bear the bearing royal insignia used by King

Tvrtko | (fig. 1, a—c.)~

Most unfortunately, the subsequent actions of the
excavators and museum staff precluded the survival
of any accurate knowledge of how other rich grave
goods which have since been ascertained as being from
this site were originally disposed within the vault, alt-
hough it is usually assumed now that a massive gold
and crystal ring (fig. 2a, b) must have been the king's
(A@deli¢ )980; page 221) The ring and a number of
other valuables from the excavation (some illustrated
fig. 2a, c), were added to the Zemaljski Muzej eollecti-
ons under a single inventory number, »G- — 14-VIII-
-1909«, given without any explanations asto prove-
nence, but recognized as being in Karlo Patch's hand
by Dimitrije Sergejevski in 1947, ivho thensuggested
in an inventory note that these might indeed be Arna-
utovici finds ((bid.; pages 187, 212 — 213, 22)) Additional
Arnautovi¢i material was located subsequently in a
number of different places within the museum; in the
classical eollections, the medieval eollections, and in
the basement storage; (ibid: page 185).

It was detective enterprise by Pavao Andeli¢ — fol-
lowing up earlier work by Irma Cremo$nik done in
1950 —51 under the impetus of Sergejevski's discovery
— which made clear the lengths to which Karlo Patsch
and his museum associates were prepared to go in or-
der to eliminate traces of the finding of this royal grave
underneath a ste¢ak within a Christian church, although
Andeli¢ was not concerned to draw any particular con-
clusions as to the reasons for their actions. However,
two immediately suggest themselves. Asboth's construct
(b) stated that the medieval Bosnian state had an es-
tablished heretical church and that most of its rulers
(including Tvrtko I) were Bogomils. It also stated that
Bogomils avoided at leastthe interiors of physical
churches as locations for their stec¢ak tombstones
(themselves a purely Bogomil form.) All of thisivould
have been seriously weakened had knowledge of the
discovery of the grave of Tvrtko | in a vault sealed by
a stec¢ak in a church building been much spread about.

Andeli¢ 1980, puges 187, 230, 231) is much earlier in style
than those of Tvrtko's own time. It has been correctly as-
cribed by Bojana Radojkovi¢ to the later 13th (Radojkovic¢
1969; puges 180, 334, 352.) Although Andeli¢ has sought to

identify the ban's grave with one near the church entrance

(Andeli¢ 1980; pages 231, 232), this mausoleum's central po-
sition would accord with the respect oneimagines ivould
have been due to the church donor — a carrier of Arpad
as well as Nemanja bl@od, whose daughter has become Queen

of Hungary in the year of his death (¢irkovi¢ 1964,page
121)

" The heraldry — a helmet surmounted by a bou@uet of
feathers above a shield blazoned by a bend dexter and
fleurs-de-lys — was used both by King Tvrtko | and his
successor, King DabiSa (died 1395) and also by Dabisa's ivi-

dow, Queen Jelena Gruba (1395 —1398.) Andeli¢ gives most

convincing reasons for believing that the coffin under the
royal pali contained the body of King Tvrtko rather than
one of these less important personalities (Andeh¢ 1970; page
21, 1980; puges 187, 214, 218.5)
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Moreover, in the delicate political atmosphere follow-
ing Austria-Hungary's annexation of Bosnia, any publi-
city about the discovery of a richly equipped burial
chamber of Bosnia's first king could only have encour-
aged undesirable nationalistic feelings among Bosnians.

Accordingly, the evidence ivas falsified. The large
stec¢ak actually described in a jotted note by Mustafa
Salihagi¢, a local assistent to Karlo Patsch (ibid., p.
2)4), was drawn into the site map as an item of small
size, about the size a coffin would have been within
the grave (ibid., porges 190, 199, 228, 229). The coffin it-
self seems to have been destroyed. An attempt was
made to destory the actual stec¢ak, v hich was identified
by Andeli¢ as a huge,peak-topped slj en>enjakwith
integral base. According to that writer, the stone was
so large that all the Austrians could do was hack off
most of the simple, carefully tooled outer surface, and
drag the core of the monument outside the church
((bid., pages 211, 229). The hacked-off pieces remained
around the mausoleum entrance inside the church,
ivhile other broken-up decorative material in red stone,
interpreted by Andelic as a base for the monument was
buried inside the mausoleum, and was found when An-
deli¢ re-excavated the site in 1976 and 1977 (ibid., pages
2()2—203, 227 —229).

Only rather casual reference was made to the Arna-
utovic€i excavations in the Zemaljski Muzej records and
publications at the time. No proper excavation report
ivas published. Minutes of a museum meeting of No-
vember 2, 1909 do describe the excavations, but con-
centrate on the question of whether or not the church
could be said to relate to Ban Kulin, with the conclusi-
on that it probably could, and remark only that graves
»connected ith« the churcb had produced rich finds.

»Dr. Patsch, u vezi sa svojim referatom na zadnjoj
sjednici, izvjeStava o iskopavanjuu Arnautovi¢ima i
kotaru Visoko. Iskopavanje je trajalo Citav mjesec av-
gusti sve do sadanije zavrSeno. Produzenje radova
objasnjava sa veli€¢inom otkrivene crkve i okolnoSc¢u
da su se unutar prvotno otkrivene crkve pojavilii os-
taci jedne manje — starije (crkve) i da se tako der na-
iSlo na grobove iz istog vremena. Stoga je doSlo do
veceg iskopa zemlje, a bio je nuzan i jedan oprezniji
i polaganiji radni postupak. 0 znacCaju gradevine za na-
Su srednjevjekovnu crkvenu arhitekturu moci ¢e se dati
sud kada se otkrije Citavi tloris. Ve¢ sada se moze za-
kljuciti, ali uza sve rezerve, da polozaj dviju crkava u
Arnautovi¢ima asocira na natpis bana Kulina koji go-
vori o gradnji crkve na temeljima neke starije (crkve).
NalaziSte natpisa je svega 20 minuta udaljeno od Arna-
utovicai lezi neposredno na obali Bosne, tako da je
prijenos kamena sa natpisom bio lako mogu¢. Da li je
ova pretpostavka prihvatljiva, da li je, dakle, Kulin ban
izgradio crkvu u Arnautovi¢ima, provjerit ¢e seisko-
pavanjem na mjestu gdje je naden natpis. Ako se tamo
ne nade nikakva crkva onda je gornja sumnja oprav-
dana.«

»Grobni nalazi su mnogobrojni i vrijedni, osobito
zbog priloga nakita, zlatnih i srebrnih prstenova, na-
udnica i.t.d., tako da ¢e naSa srednjovjekovna zbirka
biti znatnije obogacena.«



M. Wenzel: BOSNIAN HISTORY . .

»0Od skeleta, samo je jedan naden gitav. Kosti su
zbog mocvarnog tla vrlo troSne«(Andeli¢ 1980, pages
186, 187).

An another meeting on September 17, 1910, Patsch
made a very short statement to the effect that work
at Arnautovi¢i was now complete (ibid., page 187.)

Beyond these mentions in internal museum records,
a certain amount of information about the excavated
church was released in print by Patsch's associates. Ci-
ro Truhelka wrote in the Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u
Sarajevu of 1914 (page 223; Andeli¢ 1980; page 187, n.
11) that the church at Arnautovic¢i had been an early-
-Christian basilica, of the same date as others at Da-
bravina, Zenica and Turbe. Vladimir Corovié in the sa-
me year's Glasnik maintained that the discoveries indi-
cated a monumental structure built in the time of the
Bosnian kings, utilising in part the foundations of an
older, smaller church beneath which, in turn, were Ro-
man remains (ibid.; page 187, note 13, GZM, 1914, page
12) These remarks were not inaccurate as speculations
about the churcb itself, which indeed exhibited four
distinct levels — one romanesque and two gothic-style
buildings on the site of what could well have been a
late-antique basihca (Andeli¢ 1980, pages 187, 190)-
but the public at large was clearly and deliberately kept
in the dark about the full import of the Arnautovici
excavations.

As a pendant to the accounts of these first three com-
ponents in the knotted problem which is the subject
of this article, one can hardly forbear to mention the
grim poetic irony that the Archduke Franz Ferdinand,
the heir apparent to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, was
due to declare open the grand new buildings of the
Zemaljski Musej on the morning of June 28, 1914, and
was indeed on his way there when Gavrilo Princip shot
and mortally wounded him thereby, initiating the chain
of events which led to the outbreak of the First World
War, and the eventual downfall of Austria-Hungary it-
self.

THE BOGOMI L ROMANCE

Literature about Bosnia and Hercegovina and their
history published in the period between the First and
Second World Wars in the main reiterated the»Bogo-
mil hypothesis«outlined in (b), and as this was the
view learned by most schoolteachers in their own child-
hood studies in Austro-Hungarian sponsored schools,
they continued to teach it in the absence of any con-
tradicting literature. Often works of impeccable gene-
ral scholarship still attributed all Bosnian medieval
tombstones to Bogomils; to give one example the title
of an article by Vejsil Cur&i¢, »How our Bogomil forbe-
ars cut and transported medieval tombstones» (»Kako
su naSi bogomilski predji sjeklii prevozilinadgrobne
spomenike«, NAPREDAK IX, 3 — 4, Saraj evo 1934, pages
35 —39) repeats the utterly uncritical assumption about,
the origins of the stecci, but is completely sensible as
an account of the actual mechanics of the ste¢ak car-
ver's art.

Obviously, certain cultured figures who engaged in
the study of Bosnia's past throughout this period, in-
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cluding, one presumes, Rengjeo himself, must have
known the truc situation, which they did not then cho-
ose to divulge publicly. One person who did speak out
at this time was Vladislav Skari¢, who in a Sarajevo
publication of 1932 blamed Austro-Hungarian propagan-
da for the widespread acceptance of the notion that
»Bogomils«were responsible for the production of Bos-
nian medieval tombstones. Not having access to the
original publication, | quote Alojz Benac on the topic
(Benac 1951, pages 69 — 70).

»... Vrlo ispravno prilazi ovom problemu i VI. Skg—
rié. On jo$ 1932 godine piSe da u jugoslavenskom nau C—
nom svijetu postoji »skoro utvréeno vjerovanje, da su
bosanski mramorovi grobni spomenici ljudi bogumilske
viere» (V. Skaric, »Bogomilski grobovi i bosangica», Na-
rodno jedi~stvo, almanah-kalendar, Sarajevo 1932, str.
356)»Nitko se nije obazirao — veli dalje Skari¢ — i na
druge okolnosti iz kojih se bogomilsko porijeklo mra-
morova ne samo nije moglo izvesti, nego ga jei pobi-
jalo«(lbidem). On smatra da je u ovo pitanje i politi-
ka unijela svoje prste. Austrija je htjela da Bosnu na-
cionalno odvoji od Srbai Hrvata i da stvori neke Bo-
Snjake. Stoga je njena uprava u Kalajevo vrijeme vrlo
rado prihvatila teoriju o bogumilskim grobovima, jer
je ta teorija iSla u prilog ovakvoj zamisli«.

To Benac in 1951 the idea had made sense. »l do not
enter here«, he said, »into the question of the nature
of Bogomilism or if indeed such ever existed in Bos-
nia and Hercegovina. Nonetheless, some of Skarié's i-
deas are to me totally acceptable. The indisputable in-
fluence of Austrian politics solves many problems, and
likely this«. Skari¢, however, wrote little more on this
topic, and the»Bogomil hypothesis«kwas repeated un-
challenged in the popular press.

In the first decades after World War Two, there was
another reascm, no less political in its way, although
much more honourable, why many popular writers we-
re happy to continue to promote the»Bogomilian«ver-
sion of Bosnia's past, and this had little to do with its
picturesque contribution to tourism, as is sometimes al-
leged. For these writers the »Bosnian heretics«, were
notable figures in a longtradition of protest, against
established churches, and against established forms.
They were seen as heroes, standing out for the country
against all manner of outside interference, and against
the religious intolerance so characteristic of the spiritu-
al monopolies of East and West during the later Mid-
dle Ages. In fact they were seen as the partisans of their
age, maintaining in their mountain fastnesses the inde-
pendence of a proud peopl e. Understandably, witers
of this persuasion did not much care to be told that
their account did not correspond to any historical or
geographical realities, and that the»heresy«of the Bo-
snian Church was the result not so much of a intelli-
gent protestant spirit, but of sheer ignorance and ne-
gligence. However worthy their motifs, these post-war
writers managed to contrive a romance of Bogomilism
which, after dissemination in a number of ill-informed
books in foreign languages, has proved a considerable
nuisance for scientific writers who have had to waste
valuable pages in refutations which should not have
been necessary. This has been an unfortunate long-term
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FIG. 1 (a-d): a) Repeat motif; surviving fragment
from the royal Bosnian coffin pall excavated at Arna-
utovi€i, Visoko, in 1909; gold and silver brocade. Sara-
jevo, Zemaljski muzej (608.) — b) Arms of King Tvrtko
I reconstructed from surviving motifs from the Arna-
utovici textile. After Andeli¢, 1980. — ¢) Seal of King
Tvrtko |, preserved in six copies dated 1385 — 1389. Dia-
meter 3 cm. After Andeli¢ 1970. — d) Silver ring, east,
engraved, with arms of a retainer of Tvrtko I, excavated
from the royal mausoleum at Arnautovici, Visoko. Dia-
meter 2.3 cm. Sarajevo, Zemaljski muzej (620.)

legacy of the Austro-Hungarian domination of Bosnian
=ulture in the years before World War I, the importan-
=e of which is that it discouraged for many years the
critical re-examination of much of the archaeological
work done during that period.
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FELIX VON LUSCHAN'S STORY

In the year 1921, an article in the German periodical
»Cicerone«, (Munchen 1921, pp. 659 — 666) published hat
purported to be evidence for a quite different Tvrtko
grave. This rather surprising claim was presented as the
logical conclusion to be drawn from the study of finds
from an excavation made by the article's author, one
Felix von Luschan, at a medieval cemetery at Ravna
TreSnja, near Tuzla in north-east Bosnia. This excava-
tion had taken place long before, early in 1879.

Felix von Luschan had been a military surgeon with
the Austrian army when Austria-Hungary had occupied
Bosnia and Hercegovina, and he stated that he and his
commanding officer had discovered the cemetery, which
had had no tombstones of any sort, quite by chance.
He had not remained long in the service of the Austro-
-Hungarian Empire and by 1885 was inthe employ of
the Museum fur Volkerkunde in Berlin. His relation
ship with the Austro-Hungarian authorities throughout
the period between his excavation and its downfall can-
not now be clarified. Obviously he remained in contact
with his former military companions, since he was able
torecord in his 1921 article (page 659) that one of his
fellow officers (Hauptmann Schaffer, whose artillery-
nen had nmoved earth for the excavation) had by then
died, but that a daggerfrom his share of the grave-
-finds had been lost and a glass cup from the same so-
urce had been shattered by one of his children or a do-
nmestic servant. Wiether or not von Luschan becane
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involved in Austria-Hungary's political manipulation of
Bosnia's cultural history cannot now be deduced with
any certainty. However, some startling discrepancies
between his original account of the excavation finds, pu-
blished in 1881 (»on L«sc$>an1881: 112 — 114) and his
new publication of 1921, could best be explained by the
assumption that he did.

Von Luschan's 1881 publication ivas of a report read
to a sitting of thc Viennese Anthropological Society,
elucidating the circumstances of the finding of thirty
skulls excavated at Ravna TreSnja, which he had pre-
sented in 1879 to the Anthropological Section of the ci-
ty's Natural History Museum. His d:scussion of the spe-
cific excavations followed an extended exegesis on Bos-
nian and Hercegovinian medicval tombstones. Some of
these, he was able to state, dated without doubt to the
14th century. He had personally excavated graves bene-
ath thirty such monuments; two of the graves had cont-
ained 14th century coins. Under one tombstone at Han
SibosSica (north-east Bosnia, between Srebrenik and Tu-
zla— now Sibosnica) (ibid., pages 109, 111; Beslagi¢ 1971,
page 194), he had found an Hungarian coin of Louis |
(1342 —1382), and under another at Han Kolibaca on the
DrinjaCa (north-east Bosnia south of Zvornik), a coin
of Louis' daughtcr, Quecn Maria (1382 —1395). In the
graves under these tombstones had been a fine sclecti-
on of short, vdde, (brachycephalic) skulls'. Indeed, con-
cluded von Luschan, because there was a piety for tomb-
stones of any kind amongst the Muslim inhabitants of
the land, the graves in their areas ivere generally qui-
te undisturbed; Bosnia was Eldorado for the craniolo-
gist (ibid., page 1S3, 114).

Von Luschan's personal Eldorado had obviously been
at Ravna TreSnja; a gravcyard with no tombstones at
all, which naturally greatly facilitated its excavation.
The locality had only attracted his attention because
he chanced to notice leg bones protruding from the
earth (Von L»sc)>a»192S§, page 659.) Its skuls were
unusual; as described in his 1881 publication, they we-
re all narrow and long (dolichocephalic), and he chose
then to hazard that they had belonged to members of
a Ragusan mercantile community residentin those
parts (ibid., page 113). In support of this theory von
Luschan said that a silver-giltsworg pelt (»N~e)».ge-
I>enk«) found in one grave looked to have been decora-
ted by a master from the time of Giotto; the sort of
thing, he opined, appropriate to a Ragusan visitor.

In 1881, von Luschan had left it at that. Now, in 1921,
it was this belt, (fig. 7, a-c,e, fig. 8a,b), and the skull
of its oivher — somewhat differently described this ti-
me — ivhich were said to identify the grave as that of
a Bosnian King Tvrtko.

Von Luschan, in h s earlier publication, had remar-
ked, without going into much detail,that the Ravna
TreSnja graves had been richly equipped. Without men-
tioning how the discoveries had been distributed a-
mongst the participants in the excavation, he hinted

" Similar brachyeel>halie skulls have been recently excavated
under ste¢ak tombstones at Raska Gora, Mostar region (Mi-
ki¢ 1978; p»ges 226 —241.)
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simply that the spoils from the forty graves they had
opened had been divided up, and that he himself now
had a valuable collection of weapons and trinkets.

Von Luschan's publication of 1921, by contrast, ex-
panded on the convivial nature of the excavation pro-
ject undertaken by the Austrianofficers, on how it
came about, and on ivhat was found. The finds were
listed with greater care than before, and those in von
Luschan's own possession were illustrated. Since this
material is of the greatest importance in relation to
other Bosnian grave-goods to which attention has been
given in recent years, | have for the purposes of this
article, copied each one of von Luschan's illustrations
(figs. 5—11)

The grave-goods not illustrated by von Luschan in
1921 ivere those no longer accessible to him either be-
cause they had disintegratcd as they were originally
uncovered, or because they had been given to other
members of the excavation team. Even so he was able
to describe most of these. The pieces discovered in a
state of disintegration were iron belt buckles in some
of the male graves, and what were described as»the
miserable remains of notched cutting knives, that pro-
bably once had wooden grips«. The iron spurs listed as
found in the supposedly royal grave were not included
in von Luschan’'s illustrations, and had prcsumably go-
ne to someone elsc. The two items alrcady mentioned
as having been in the possession of Hauptmann Schaffer
had both subsequently disappeared. These were a rela-
tively ivell-prcserved thrce-edged dagger, and»a roun-
ded and flattened little cup with humped base, 10 cm.
in diameter, of transparent, nearly colourlcss pale grecn
glass.«(»0» L»sc8§>ans921; pages 659 — 660)

Grave-goods from von Luschan's collcction which ca-
me from graves other than the supposed Tvrtko grave
are illustrated here as figures three to eight. They in-
clude one pair of bronze spurs said to be like the pair
in the»royab< grave (fig. 6a) (ibid., page 660, Abb. 2);
two silver finger rings (fig. 4a; from one male and one
female grave) (ibid., p. 661, Abb. 3); nine silver buttons
(fig. 4b, from one female grave, and said to resemble o-
thers he had excavated in East Bosnia from Mramor ne-
ar Zvornik) (ibid.,p.661, Abb.3); and a beaker of clear
glass (fig. 3) (ibid., p. 661,Abb. 4a, 4b.) The beaker,
which he described as being paper-thin and completely
colourless, had a cuppedrim to which blue threads
ivere applied, and twelve vertical ribs formed by blow-
ing into a mould. Its base had been given a deep kick,
in the shape of a eone. This beaker was found laid aga-
inst the skull of one of the skcletons, in a way which
corresponds to the positions of beakers of similar sha-
pe uncovered more recently at Velic¢ani, Popovo polje,
in Hercegovina (Koji¢-1Ven-el 1967; pages 78, 79, jigs.
7,8) and at Kakanj, Visoko, Central Bosnia (To»>iCi¢
1975; pnges 182 —18S)

The male grave which ivas subsequently assigned by
von Luschan to King Tvrtko, contained an iron sword
with doivhward-turned, bow-shaped quillons, traces of
a scabbard attachment, iron spurs (described as iden-
tical to those illustrated here, which were found in an
adjoining grave), aniron and bone dagger, and an iron
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FIG. 2 (a-c): a) Four gold rings with various settings,
excavated from the royal mausoleum at Arnautovici,
Visoko. Sarajevo, Zemaljski muzej (618, 616, 619, 617.)
— b) Gold ring, filigree and rock crystal. Diameter 2.5
cm Di aneter from bezel to back of hoop, 3.4 cm Sa-
rajevo, Zemaljski Muzej (616.) — c¢) Gold ring vvith
sapphirc, hollow hoop, bezel supported by cutwork
trefoils. Diameter 2.1 cm. Sarajevo, Zemaljski muzej

(619.) Photographs by the author, vvith kind permission
of Nada Miletic¢.



M. Wenzel: BOSNIAN HISTORY .. .

FIG. 3 (a-b): a) Glass beaker excavated from Ravna
TreSnja, Tuzla, Bosnia, in 1879. Clear glass with ap-
plied blue thereads, mould-blown. Rim diameter 12.8 cm.
Height 16 cm. After von Luschan 1921, Abb. 4a. — b)
Profile. After von Luschan 1921, Abb. 4b. Present lo-
cat ion unknown.

buckle (figs. 5, 6). This last may have been from a leat-
her sword belt which, like all traces of clothing, had
disappeared. As well as these there was a silver-gilt belt,
which von Luschan described as a dagger belt since the
above-mentioned dagger lay directly under its clasp
(figs. 7, 8a,b.)

This belt must be described in some detail since much
depends on its dating. It had been composed of 52 se-
parate metal pieces, attached to a woven band 15 mm.
wide and around 2 mm. thick, largely intact, perhaps,
von Luschan suggested, because the fabric had become
impregnated by metal salts which had acted as a pre-
servative (ibid., pages 663, 664) Appliques of crowned,
Lombard letter»M«shapes alternated with rectangular
and star-shaped forms down the length of the band
(fig. 8b). In amongst them were two suspension rings
and a suspension book (fig. 8a), the rings in the form
of a figure eight, and the book having on its front a
crowned and sceptred female, suggesting a madonna
(ibid., pp. 663, 666, Abb. 6, 10) The belt buckle and a
hinged double plague which formed the tongue were
each secured to the belt band by three .silver rivets.

Whilst the appliques along the band of the belt are
decorated by the repoussi technique, designs on the
buckl e attachnent plaque and the tongue are engraved.
The buckle carries a dragon with a foliate tail (fig. 7c)
(ibid., p, 663,Abb. 7) On each side of one of the pla-
qgues of the tongue is a bird; on each side of the other,
a man and woman each holding a bunch of leaves (fig.
7, a, b.) Slanted lines form a background for these ima-
ges and parallelrons of gouges are used to suggest sca-
les, feathers and fur (ibid., p. 665, Abb. 8, 9) The flowing
garments worn by the leaf-carriers are rendered with

38

AND THE KI NG TVRTKO GRAVES

PERISTIL 30/1987.

FIG. 4 (a-c): a) Two silver rings excavated at Ravna
TreSnja, Tuzla, in 1879. Actual size. After von Luschan
1921, Abb. 1. Present location unknown. — b) Two silver
buttons from Ravna TreSnja, actual size. After von Lu-
schan 1921, Abb. 1. Present lokation unknown. — c¢)
Two silver buttons from AliSi¢, Sanski Most, Bosnia.
After Kovacevi¢-Koji¢ 1978. Sarajevo, Zemaljski muzej.

considerable precision (fig. 7a, b, e.) It was largely on
the basis of these costumes that von Luschan made the
assumption, mentioned in his 1881 paper, that this belt
was manufactured by a craftsman of the time of Giot-
to (vo» L»sc~a» 1881, page )13, >totel)

Felix von Luschan's change of heart about the dating
of this belt, and indeed of everything else found along
with it, arose, he claimed in his 1921 publication, as re-
sult of an encounter which occured immediately after
he completed his excavations, and before he went to
live in Berlin. Indeed, on his own account he must ha-
ve been familiar with the material which so altered his
views before he presented his excavation report to the
Vienna Anthropological Society, although no hint of it
is made therein. Von Luschan claimed that what hap-
pened was as follows.

One year after the Ravna TreSnja excavations, in 1880,
Ragusa became von Luschan's military headquarters.
Truc to his nature, the inveterate craniologist found
himself at once involved in study of more skulls; this
time they were still covered with skin, and belonged to
the people he met. He observed that the type of skull
apparent among patrician families of Ragusa accorded
with the greater number of the skulls he had excavated
at Ravna TreS$nja, and were, he felt, of the same root
stock. This observation would seem to lie behind the
conclusion he drew about RavnaTreSnja in his 1881
publication: that many Ragusans had been buried there.
» There was«, he reported enthusiasticaHy about his
Ragusan associates, »the same astonishingly great capa-
city and narrow width in relation to the great length
of brain area; in contrast, the people of the land in all
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FIG. 5. Sord, dagger and assorted fittings excavated
from Ravna Tresnja in 1879, in a grave later attributed
to King Tvrtko. Base metal. One-sixth actual size. After
von Luschan 1921, Abb. 5. Present location unknown.

south Dalmatia had very wide and on the whole quite
small skuls’ (von Luschan 1921; page 664)«

Naming various Ragusan families whose hospitality
had obviously aided him in his studies of craniological
matters, he remarked that many had Italian as well as
Slavic forms to their names; this had been so for cen-
turies and emphasized the difference between Ragu-
sans and other members of the populace. He cited the
families of Bona and Bonda (sometimes called Buni¢
and Bundic¢), Cerva (in his day called Criewié or, pre-
sumably, Crijevic¢), and the family of his particular great
friend Ghetaldi-Gondola, a descendant of the historian
Ivan Gunduli¢ (von Luschan, 1921, page 664)

It was Ghetaldi-Gondola, von Luschan says, who in
1880 introduced him to the Prior of the Franciscans in
Ragusa. Curiously this individual is never named, but
von Luschan attests warmly to his fame, claiming that
he was at that time one of the chief experts in history
of the South Slav lands. This knowledgeable man had,

Fig. 6 (a-b): a) Iron spurs excavated from Ravna Tre-
$nja, Tuzla, identical to others found in the grave
attributed to King Tvrtko. Length 18 cm. After von
Luschan 1921, Abb. 2. Present location unknown. — b)
Spur excavated at Kraljeva Sutjeska, first half of the
14th century. After Andeli¢ 1973. Sarajevo, Zemaljski
muzej.
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FIG. 7 (a-e): a,b,c): Fittings from a belt excavated at
Ravna TreSnja from the grave attributed to King Tvrt-
ko. Silver-gilt, cutwork, chasing.— a,b) The tongue,
145x 1.8 cm. After von Luschan 1921, Abb. 8. — c)
Buckle attachment, 10.7 x After von Luschan 1921, Abb
7. Berlin, Zeughaus (1924.) — d) 1420s Italian costume.
Painting by Maestro di S. Pietro in Sylvis, Christ, the
Virgin and Saints, detail. Guggenheim collection, New
York. — e) Detail of »b«, after von Luschan Abb. 9.

it seems, heard of von Luschan's excavations at Ravna
TreSnja, and one day startled him with the communica
tion that heyvon Suschan, and by an chance cone upon

the cemetery of the Ragusan colony at Tuzla. Further-
more, an»early manuscript«which happened to be in
the Franciscan's library recorded the amazing informa-
tion that King Tvrtko Il of Bosnia had fallen ill during
the course of a journey to Tuzla, died there in the hos-

pital of the Ragusan colony, and was buried in the co-
lony's graveyard. In fact, the reverend Prior felt him-

self able to conclude, the man with the costly gridle
was»quite obviously« the king. The belt, equally obvi-
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ously, would have been a gift of his cousin, the Queen
Maria of Hungary, of the House of Anjou, as the crow-

ned»M«on thebelt (f g. 8b)»irrefutably«demonstra-
ted. Excited by this discovery, the Prior-historian re-
vealed to von Luschan his plan to write a learned hi-
storical treatise concerning the connection between
France, Hungary and Bosnia, to which von Luschan
would contribute a discussion of the ercavation.

Von Luschan says that he was willing to fall in with
this plan. Also that he was convinced by the Prior that
the owner of the luxurious belt had indeed been King
Tvrt ko, because he had recalled that in 1879 when he
had donated the Ravna TreSnja skulls to the Vienna
Natural History Museum, they had been measured, and
on checking it had been established that the man with
the belt had possessed the widest head of any in the
entire series of skullsuncovered at the site, and the
smalles. He was thus a»foreigner« in the Ragusan gra-
veyard, a person of the land. Given the Ragusan Prior's
impeccable evidence, von Luschan would have us belie-
ve, the conclusion was obvious.

Von Luschan did notin the end join forces in scho-
larship with this eminent but unnamed historian. If
one takes his account at face value, one might feel that
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FIG. 8 (a-b): a) Woven band with appliques, hangers
and hook, portion of the belt excavated at Ravna Tre-
Snja, Tuzla, Bosnia. Silver-gilt, repoussc, cutwork, cast-
ing. After von Luschan 1921, Abb. 6. Profile of the
hook (von Luschan 1921, Abb. 10), actual size. Berlin,
Zeughaus (1924.) — b) Silvergilt appliques from the
belt excavated at Sveti Spas, Cetina, Sinj, Croatia. Width
of appliques: 1.2 cm. After GunjacCa 1952. Split, Muzej
hrvatskih arheoloskih spomenika.

perhaps it was his intention of presenting the news of
the finding of the King's grave alongside the Prior's
learning which led him to avoid any mention of the
striking differences between the belt-owner's skull and
the others at Ravna Tre3nja when he first outlincd the
results of his excavation to the Vienna Anthropological
Society, although it is impossible to deduce from von
Luschan's account whether or not the Proir would ha-
ve revealed the full import of Ravna TreSnja fin¢s to
him before his lecture. Yet the craniological differen-
ces themselves would have been apparent to him at the
time of the lecture, from his own account of the order
of events. (ne's suspicions are therefore aroused by
his avoidance of any mention of them and his concen-
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tration instead on the lItalianate-seeming style of the
belt as evidence for the view that the skeletons as a
group were those of people from Ragusa.

Certainly, many years passed before von Luschan ca-
me to publish his conviction that he had discovered the
grave of Tvrtko Il, which seems very strange if he had
held it since 1880 or thereabouts. Ruefully he tells us,
in the 1921 publication, that soon after the Prior's re-
guest for a collaborative publication was made, he was
required to leave Ragusa and even the Austrian sphere
(1921, page 664.)As a doctor, he was needed to accom
pany the expeditions of 1881 and 1882 in and around
Asia Minor, and after that was called to work in the
field for the Berlin Academy of Sciences. In 1885 he
was invited to take up employment at the Museum fur
Volkerkunde in Berlin, and with this last appointment,
he says, his Austrian connections were cut off. »Now,
he continues, »towards the end of my life, it appears

a duty to me to rescue from oblivion this small exca-
vation of former years.«

In the very strange story recorded above a degree of
historical ignorance is prominent both on the part of
von Luschan and of his unnamed Franciscan colleague.
In von Luschan, ignorance is perhaps understandable;
lesssoin the »learned Franciscan.«When in his 1881
article von Luschan said that Louis of Hungary was

41
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FIG. 9 (a-b): Fittings from the belt excavated under
the largest tombstone at Sveti Spas church, Cetina,
Sinj, Croatia; sex of the deceased: unknon. Silver-gilt,
cutwork,
— a) hinged tongue, 17 x 1.4cm. —b) Three-sided
buckle and shaft: 11.5 x 1.4. After Gunjaca 1952. Split,
Muzej hrvatskih arheoloSkih spomenika.
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FIG. 10 (a-d): Assorted fitting from a belt excavated
from a male grave at Stara Bila, Travnik, Bosnia, in
1959. Silver, cutwork, casting, chasing, engraving, green
enamelling in the recesses. After Kova Cevi¢-Koji¢ 1978,
draw.ngs not to scale. Travnik, Zavigajni muzej.

King Tvrtko's father-in-law (uon Luschan 1881; page )li)

he shows an ignorance of medieval Hungarian geneo-
logy not unusual in his day. On the other hand when
he accepts that King Tvrtko Il (died 1443) was inter-
red in the later 14th century (uon Luschan 1921; page
664), and claims moreover that his reasons for so beli-
eving derive from one of the greatest South Slav histo-

rians of his day (whom he does not name), something
seens very wong. One wonders whet her the |earned
Franciscan ever existed, or if he did whether he ever
made such a claim as von Luschan attributes to him.
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FIG. 11 (a-d): a,b,c) Details of a silk belt with three-
-sided buckle and appliques along the band; 128 x 1.5
cm. Paris workshop, first half of the 14th century.
Silver-gilt, casting, chasing, engraving. — a) Buckle and
shaft, 8 cm. long. — b) Tongue, 9 cm. long. After Fin-
gerlin, cat. no. 14. Badan-Baden, Zahringer Museum
(1169.) — d) Three-sided belt buckle and shaft from
Chalcis, Euboea, Greece. 12.4 x 1.4 cm. Silver-gilt, cut-
work, casting, chasing, engraving. After Fingerlin, cat.
no. 150. London, Briticsh Museum (AF 2820.)

Itis not necessary to assume that von Luschan was
lying; the Franciscan himself may have been real and
may have been the fabricator; again the Franciscan
m ght have been genuinely taken in by a forged docu-
ment (there were many about during the 19th century,
some alas prepared by Franciscans whose religious zeal
outweighed their concern for strict honesty (Fine 1975,
pages 106 — 108), although von Luschan does not claim
to have seen the manuscript himself.

Itis unnecessary to resolve this particular puzzle;
the point is that von Luschan in giving in his later wark
a late-14th century date to the grave which he claimed
was that of King Tvrtko Il implied asimilar date for
the belt, abandoning his earlier instinet to date it to
the time of Giotto, and that this later date has been
taken as accurate for that belt and for others resembling
it by more recent writers with no knowledge of the rat-
her devi ous background. One cannot hel p wonderi ng,
however, what prompted von Luschan to publish, after
40 years, the views of the real or imagined Franciscan.
If his former Austrian colleagues had been inviting him

to defend their later archeological activities, he did
not feel obliged to remember that country by enriching
it with his greatest find. Since von Luschan's death in
1924 the Ravna TreSnja silver-gilt belt has been preser-
ved in the Berlin Arsenal museum, the Zeughaus, (Fin-

geli», op. cit.; catalogue no. 21, pages 312 — 314)

REPERCUSSIONS

In 1930 the Cleveland Museum of Art obtained a su-
perb belt in the same genre as the Ravna TreSnja piece,
but worked with more technical finesse and having in-
set enamels (figs. 13 — 16.) The museum currently cre-
dits this belt (inventory number 30.742) to late 14th cen-
tury Sienna. It was, however, an heirloom long preser-
ved in Georgia in the family of Prince Nicolas Mingrel-
sky. The museum's director at the time of the belt's aq-
uisition, W. M. Milliken, in publishing the piece in the
Bulletin for that year (W. M. Mi(like», »Girdle of the
Fonrtee»th Century «, Btilletin o f the Clei ela»d M»seu>n
of Art 27, 1930, pages 35 — 38),mentioned that another,
less elaborate, belt »unquestionably«deriving from the
same lItalianate workshop as the Cleveland piece, had
been found in Bosnia at Tuzla during the Austro-Tur-
kish war. From thattime on, the Tuzla belt has been

taken in the literature as a companion for the Cleve-
land examples.

In 1971 a German researcher, llse Fingerlin, published
a catalogue of belts and belt buckles, within which belts
of the Cleveland-Tuzla style formed a distinctgroup.
All had originally been composed of a supple belt band
(cloth, leather or woven metal wires) to which were ad-
ded a mixture of repousse and east attachments and ap-
pligues, with the band itself terminated at one end with
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FIG. 12 (a-h) : Eight belt fittings from Chelcis, Euboea,
Greece. Silver-gilt, cutwork, casting, chasing, engrav-
ing. — a-c) Fragments from one belt, 1.3 cm. wide, 12.6,
9 and 8.2 cm. long. Fingerlin, cat. no. 152. Lond>on, Bri-
tish Museum (AF 2813a, 2813, 2812.) — d) Belt tongue,
9.5x 1.6 cm. Fingerlin, cat. no. 153. Photograph altered
to look complete. British Museum (AF 2816.) — e) Belt
tongue, 13.4 x 1.6 cm. Mentoned by Fingerlin under cat.
no. 153, but not illustrated. After Tait 1986. British Mu-
seum (AF 2817.) — f) Two sides of one belt tongue, 8.3
x 1.6 cm. Fingerlin, cat. no. 155, with illustration there
back-to-front. British Museum (AF 2814.) — g) Belt fit-
ting, shaft, 11.11 x 1.3 cm. Fingerlin, cat. no. 156. un-
illustrated. British Museum (AF 2821.) — h) Belt fitting,
shaft, broken to expose silver strip inserted behind a
silver-gilt openwork casing. British Museum (AF 2822.)
an engraved buckle and at the other with a tongue. The

tongues consisted of two or three separate plaques jo-
ined by hings, their ends terminating in cut-work foli-
age of a characteristic shape (figs. 7, a, b, 9a, 10a, 12a,
d, e, f, 13— 15) rising out of a pendant acom or f lower
bud. The buckles were eastsometimes having modelled

figures forming the uprights of a U-shape and thus re-
maining open at the top (figs. 7¢, 9, 11d, 14.)

The pieces in Fingerlin's catalogue which are closest
in style to the Ravna Tre3nja, Tuzla belt (figs. 7, 8a, b)
(Fingerlin1971, cat. no. 21, pages 95, 101, 104, 312— 314)
are the belt found in Croatia at Cetina, Sinj (fig. 9) (ibid.,
cat. no. 465, pages 20, 95, 96, 444~46) and the portions
of belt found at Chalcis, Euboia, Greece (fig. 12) (ibid.,
cat. >tos. 152, 153, 155, pages 95, 96, 370 — 373), which
however even more closely resemble another Bosnian
belt found at Stara Bila, Travnik (fig. 10), not recorded
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in the Fingerlin catalogue (Kovacevi¢-Koji¢ 1978; page
307; Bach 1980; pages 95 — 97) Of these, the Chalcis belts
have long been assumed to be of Venetian manufacture,

since Vemce held Chalcis from 1385 until its conquest
by the Turcks in 1470.

llse Fingerlin dates all these belts to the very end
of the 14th century. An observation made in 1930 by
the German costume expert P. Post (ibid., p. 95, note
356) that the costume on the Tuzla piece show it to
date from the earlier 14th century is, she feels, dispro-
ved by thex»fact< that the Chalcis material must post-
date 1385 (her assumption: there is in reality no reason
why Venetians should not have brought existing pieces
to Chalcis (Fingerlin, op. cit., p. 96),and also by the
clear dating based on historical information about the
Ravna Trednja, Tuzla, find. She repeats the story that
King Tvrtko sickened and died in Tuzla, and then in-
creases the confusion begun by von Luschan between

FIG. 13: Belt from the Georgian family of Prince gi
colas Mingrelsky, 238 x 2.9 cm. Woven silver wire with
silver-gilt attachments. Casting, cutwork, repousse,
chasi ng and engravi ng, polychrome enanelling. deve-
land, Museum of Art t30.742, gift of the John Hunting-
ton Art and Poltytechnic Trust.)
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the two kings called Tvrtko by presenting the dates of

Tvrtko | (never actually given by von Luschan) as ap-
plying to Tvrtko [II. The following passages carry her
views :

»De Reihe lasst sich weiter fortsetzen mit zwei Gra-
bern aus Tuzla (Bosnien) und Cetina (Kroatien), die
jedoch im Gegensatz zu den bisherigen Beispielen in-
nerhalb eines grosseren Friedhofs lagen. Durch ihre Bei-
gaben vor allem die vergoldetund reich verzierten
Gurtel (Kat. Nr. 21 und 465) nehmen sie aber gegeniiber
der armlichen Ausstattung der anderen Graber cine
Sonderstellung ein. Moglicherweise lasst sich der in Tu-
zla Bestattete (Langschwert, Dolch und Sporen kennzei-
chen ihn als Ritter) mit Tvrtko Il. von Bosnien (1353-
— 1391) identifizieren, der nach Aufzeichnungen im Fran-
z'skanerkloster Ragusa wahrend einer Reise in Tuzla
erkrankt und auch dort auf dem Friedhof bestattet sein
solim (Fingertin, op. cit.; pages 20, 21)

»Fiir den bekannten Tuzla-Giirtel sind schon entspre-
chende Vorschlage unterbreitet worden: P. Post (note
356) datierte ihn in die crste Halfe des 14. Jahrhun-
derts, aus kostiimgeschichtlichen Erwagungen, auf die
in anderem Zusammenhang noch naher einzugehen ist.
Doch sei hier vorausgeschickt, dass sie fiir donesen Zeitan-
satz keine Stiitze abgeben. Zu einer spateren Datierung,
wi e sie auch hier vorgeschlagen wird, kommt F. von
Luschan, wenn auf Gund anderer iiberlegungen. B ver-



N. Wenzel: BOSNIAN HISTORY . | .

FIG. 14 (a,b): Belt from the family of Prince Nicolas
Mingrelsky, Georgia, silver-gilt and polychromeen-
amelling, details. — a) Hinged tongue, 31.5cm. x 2.9
cm. — b) Three-sided buckle and hinged shaft, 18.6 X
2.9 cm. Cleveland, Museum of Art (30.742, gift of the
John Huntington Art and Polytechnic Trust.)

mutet namlich, dass der mit reichen Beigaben bestat-
tete Man (die iibrigen Graber des Friedhofs waren nur
armlich), der sich auch im anthropologischen Befund
deutlich von der einheimischen Bevolkerung unterschi-
ed, mit Konig Tvrtko Il. von Bosnien identisch sei (1353
— 1391). Er soll auf einer Reise in Tuzla erkrankt, dort
im Spital gestorben und auf dem nahegelegenen Kirch-
hof bestattet worden sein«(ibm., page 95)

Fingerlin is convinced by the Tvrtko story, although
she does comment that the crowned»M«on the Tuzla
belt might well be a symbol of the Virgin Mary — it
was used in this way throughout medieval Europe-
as well as of the late 14th century Queen Maria of Hun-
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FIG. 15: Belt in the Cleveland Museum of Art (30.742,
gift of the John Huntington Art and Polytechnic Trust),
detail of the tongue, reverse shown in figure 14.

gary (ibid., page IOI) Here, of course, she allows her
beliefin von Luschan's material to blind her to the
obvious fact that the»M«can be perfectly well explai-
ned as simply referring to the Virgin, and that there is

no,need at all to assume that it must also have been
the gift of someone whose initial was M. The problem

is that once the claim that this crowned»M«strongly
supports the contention that the belt was owned by a
relative of the Hungarian Queen Maria is brought into

question, the whole late 14th century dating of the belt

begins to lok shakey indeed.

In fact the belt and its associated finds can be well
dated from stylistic features, in a way which flatly con-
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tradicts the theory proposed by von Luschan and ac-
cepted by Fingerlin. We must now examine these feat-

ures, as well as testing the main points of the Prior's
story and their implications in the light of von Luschan's

finds. It has to be said that, in the latter enterprise,
we immediately encounter the difficulty that although
the Prior apparently referred to Tvrtko Il asthe ruler
who was visiting Tuzla when he sickened and died, the

whole context of von Luschan's discussion implies that

he is thinking of Tvrtko I, although he never quite says

so. We do not know who is being devious, so we have
to take both kings into account.

For clarity, this section is presented as seven separa-
te discussions.

(1) The liklihood of either King T> rtko paying an official
visit to Tuzla

Even if we consider Tvrtko | asthe real subject of
the story, it is clear that the exigencies of history as
they touched Tuzla were such that a late 14th century
royal visitor would have found there no welcoming no-
bility, no Dubrovnik colony, and no luxuries such as a
hospital to care for him, when ill.

The historical record shows that Tuzla (medieval SO-
LI or SALENES) was of some importance as a regional
centre and a salt-mining locality during the 13th cen-
tury and the early 14th. The town had been at different
times variously in Serbian and Hungarian possession,
and had come under the eontrol of Bosnian Ban Stje-
pan Il Kotromani¢ by 1324 (mirkovi¢ 1978; pages 72,
74 —5, 89) Mention is made in Bosnian court documents
from around that period of witnesses from Soli actual-
ly present at Stjepan's court. Later, Soli is still included
among the titular possessions of Bosnian rulers, but
no actual courtiers from there are mentioned (Dini¢
1978; page 295). In fact from about 1325 it seems to
have declined, and between that time and the Turkish
period is mentioned only once in any Dubrovnik sour-
ce, and then only as an abode of bandits (Kovaevié-
-Koji¢ 1978; page 84.)

By all accounts, Soli in the late 14th and 15th centu-
ries was little more than an insignificant settlement. By
the early 16th century, there were two Franciscan mo-
nasteries, one inside and one to the north of the town
(the graveyard of Ravna TreSnja was well to the south),
but the dates of their foundations are not clear, and
at that time also the Turks began to redevelop the town
under the ncw name of »Tuzla«(Fiskovi¢1960; pa-
ge 89; Vego 1957b; pages 106, 107:KovaCe> iéKoji¢ 1978;
pages 84, 226) There was no export of salt from the town
during its long period of decline and insignificance,
and a Dubrovnik colony there during this period wo-
uld have been out of the question. There is certainly
no mention of one in any historical source, save pos-
sibly the unlocated one perhaps known to von Lu-
schan's mysterious Prior. If all the above points to the
extreme unliklihood of a visit by Tvrtko | (died 1391),
a visit by Tvrtko Il (died 1443) must be still less likely.
Furthermore, it seems certain that material remains of
any foreigners or of wealthyinhabitants in residence
in the area must date to the first decades of the 14th
century or earlier.
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FIG. 16: Belt m the Cleveland Museum of Art (30.742,
gift of the John Huntington Art and Polytechnic Trust),
band with repousse and enamel appliques, detail.

(2) The liklihood of a Bosnian graveyard >vithout
ton>bsto»es dating from the second half of the 14th
century
The fact that the Ravna TreSnja graveyard had no

tombstones points to a date earlier rather than later in
the 14th century for the burials. My own study of the
dated tombstones of medieval Bosnia and Hercegovi-
na, soon to be published, has led to the firm conclusion
that the widespread creation of large, permanentout-
door grave markers in Bosnia postdates the middle of
the fourteenth century. The first of the familiar, size-
able»stec€ci«zvere seemingly erected around the middle
of that century in Hercegovina. After the mid-14th cen-
tury in both Bosnia and Hercegovina there was a great
upsurge in the building of outdoor monuments of all
sorts, and of the vast number which survive, the ma-
jority must have have been erected during a period of
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FIG. 17 (a-e): a,b) Female costume in Giotto's paint-
ing, first decade of the 14th century. Frescoes, Annun-
ciation to St. Anne, Meeting at the Golden Gate, de-
tails. Padua, Arena Chapel. — c) Female costume in
Italy in the later 1330s. Fresco, Ambrogio Lorenzetti,
The Effects of Good Goverment, 1337 — 1340, detail.
Siena, Palazzo Pubblico. — d,e) Male costume in Giotto's
painting, Assisi, S. Francesco, details.

little more than a century. The inhabitants of Dubrov-

nik were accustomed to bury their dead under floor
markers inside churches until the plague epidemics of

the mid-14th century created a situation in which out-

door burial spaces mere obviously to be preferred.
When this happened they continued to mark their gra-
ves with  monuments, as before (Petrovi¢ 1972; pages
72—79) Thereis no doubt in my mind that any late
14th century cemetery in Bosnia in which people who
owned goods of the sort found in the Ravna Tresnja
graves are buried, would have had tombstones.

(3) The liklihood of a royal burial in an unmarked,
outdoor grave

This part of the discussion simply ref lects on the
credulity of von Luschan, his Prior (if he existed) and
those writers who have accepted the Tvrtko story as
a basis for dating the group of belts previously menti-
oned. There is no longer any mystery about the burial
place of either King Tvrtko. The tomb of Tvrtko | has
been discussed above, whilst the the tomb of Tvrtko I
has been located by Pavao Andeli¢, since llse Finger-
lin's work was published, in the royal chapel at Castle
Bobovac. Athough the bonbardment of Bobovac | aun-
ched by the Turks from the nearby hills in 1463, shatter-
ed nost of the grave monunents, a nunber have been
reconstructed from the fragments so as to suffiently
identify them as marking the graves of kings or their
immediate relations. One of these is convincingly assig-
ned to Tvrtko Il (Andeli¢,1973; pp. 89 —91:1980; page
231).
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Even without this evidence, homever, it should have
been clear to anyone tempted to base claims on the
story told by von Luschan, that an outdoor, unmarked
burial of a figure of the importance of either Tvrtko
mould have been deeply unlikely.

(4) The liklihood of the svvord discovered at Ravna
TreSnja being appropriate for either King Tvrtko

The sword uncovered at Ravna TreSnja (fig. 5) dates
very obviously from the first half of the fourteenth
centuty. Its wide, gently down-turned quillons are of
the sort depicted in a number of Serbian frescoes from
that time: at Gracanica, painted around 1320 (Skriva-
ni¢ 1957; page 46, fig. 1), at DeCani and Lesnovo, painted
about 1348 (ibzd., page 47, figs. 10, 14; page 48, figs. 15,
16, Pribakovi¢ 1954, page 80, Tabla I —ISS, Prilog I) and
in one of the later frescoes at St. Sophia, Ochrid, pa-
inted 1346 —50 (Buri¢ 1975, fig. 67) The scabbard tip
(fig. 5e) resembles one depicted at Decani (ibid., page
48, fig. 16) The sword was of a utilitarian rather than
ceremonial type, having no precious embellishments,
and is thus much more likely to be contempory with
the body than an heirloom buried with it. Smord sha-
pesin the later 14th and 15th centuries were quite dif-
ferent, so the sord provides yet another reason for
believing the burial to be of early 14th century date
rather than of the time of either King Tvrtko.

(5) The liklihood of the spurs discovered at Ravna
TreSnja being appropriate for either King Tvrtko

The spurs uncovered at Ravna TreSnja (as in fig. 6a)
reinforce the deduction made from the sword. They
are rowel spurs (the type which has a star-shaped whe-
el, or rowel, to function as the actual spur), and have the
curving sides usual for the earlier part of the 14th cen-
tury. Excavations at the two major Central Bosnian
courts of Kraljeva Sutjeska and Bobovac have demon-
strated that the usual dating of this spur-type throug-
hout Europe to before 1350 holds good for medieval
Bosnia (Andeli¢ 1973, page 197,note 75) One such spur
was found at Kraljeva Sutjeska (fig. 6b) (ibid., page
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FIG. 18 (a-d): Balkan silver engraving utilizing stiff
leaves — a) Silver and gilt plaque, chasing, engraving
and enamelling, Reliquary casket of St. KrSevan, 1326,
detail. Zadar, Cathedral treasury. — b) Silver plaque
from the centre of a bowl, engraved with Bosnian he-
raldry, 14th century. From Kosovo, Beograd, Muzej pri-
menjene umetnosti (4581.) — ¢) Engraved plaque on a
garment fastener, 14th century, detail. Split, Cathedral
treasury. — d) Processional cross from Bibinj, engra-
ved and gilded silver on a wooden support, local metal-
working, 1360 — 1379. Zadar, Permanent exhibition of
religious art.
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197), while an example of the costumary later style of

14th —15th century spur, having straight rather than
curving sides, as uncovered at Bobovac (ibid., page J34.)
A word is necessary have about the relative dating of
these two important sites.

Kraljeva Sutjeska and Bobovac, both located within
the same medieval Zupa in Central Bosnia (ibid., p. 152),
were both occupied throughout the second half of the
14th century. Kraljeva Sutjeska, however, looks to have
been built and occupied first. It is known to have been
constructed by Stjepan Il Kotromani¢ (1314 — 1353), and
was in all probability used by him as a principal court
throughout his reign (ibid., page 156.) Bobovac was a
strongly fortified castle by the time of its first known
mention in sources of 1449 — 50 (ibid; page 46, note 36,
page 139), and by 1356 was used by Stjepan's successor,
the young Ban Tvrtko, as his court. An deli¢ speculates
that Tvrtko would have lacked time both the time and
the strength to engage in major buildingduring this
period, when he was involved in a dispute with his bro-
ther about the succession, so that, An geli¢ feels, most
of the work at Bobovac nust have been done during
the time of Ban Stjepan. Even so, there is much eviden-
ce that Kraljeva Sutjeska was indeed occupied earlier
than Bobovac, during the first part of Ban Stjepan's
reign. Certainly, it is the case that amongst the finds
from the two sites, all those which can be dated through
good parallels to the earlier part of the century, such
as the spur illustrated as figure 9, come from Kraljeva
Sutjeska.

(6) The liklihood of the costume depicted on the Ravna
TreSnja belt dating to the time of either King Tvrtko |

The wide-cut, full-hanging costume style worn by the
plant-carriers on the Ravna TreSnja belt (fig. 7, a, b, e)
conforms to an ltalian style of the earlier 14th century,
and certainly does resernble in some respects costume
as painted by Giotto in the first decade of that century,
as originally observed by von Luschan (J881; page 113,
note 1) Giotto's customary loose-hanging male costume
resembles the costume of the male figures on both Tu-
zla and Cetina belts, and his caps tied under the chin
(Supino J920; Vok II, plate CLV) — worn alone, or be-
neath f lat-topped male headgear in his painting from
the first years of the 14th century, as at the Basilica
of S. Francis at Assisi (fig. 17d, e) — resemble the male
headgear shown on both these belts (figs. 7a, 9a), as do,
however, the similar caps still being painted in 1321 by
Paolo Veneziano (Zlamalik 1967; pages 4, 13, 17) If one
compares Giotto's female costume with the attire of
the female figures on the belts — here exemplified by
an enlarged sketch of one of the leaf carriers from
the Ravna TreSnja exanpl e given by von Luschan (fig.
7e) (1921; page 661, Abb. 9) — it is not difficult to paral-
lel the belt's wide-cut dresses, but there are interesting
differences of detail. The women in Giotto's work for
the Padua Arena Chapel of 1303—05 wear dresses of si-
milar wide cut (fig. 17a, b) but with edges and seam-
-lines covered by very prominent decorative hands, and
occasional patches of pseudo-Kufic embroidery on the
upper sleeves, as found on Islamic costume of the same
general date (Dupont, Gnudi 1979; pages 61, 63)
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We need to turn to Italian painting of a slightly la-
ter date, in fact of the 1320s and 30s, to find women's
costume of exactly the cut and decoration depicted on
the von Luschan belt (fig. 7e.) A good example is in a
work now in the Guggenheim collection in New York
(Ladis 1982; page 22, fig. 79) painted by the Master of
S. Pietro in Sylvisduring the 1320s (fig. 7d.) Here a
dress with a short yoke has slim edging bands only
on both sides of the yoke. The sleeves, which have no
decorative panels on the upper arm ard the loose ma-
terial hanging from the shoulders rather closely paral-
lel features shown on the Ravna TreSnja belt.

Whilst discussing this whole matter of using costume
parallels to date Fingerlin's group of belts andits re-
latives, it ought to be said that the general style of the
Ravna TreSnja belt itself, outlived the style of dress
depicted on it. The 1330s and 40s was a period of ra-
pid change in fashion. During the 1330s, female neckli-
nes became wider towards the shoulders, and wais-
tlines became lower, at timesbeing emphasized by a
belt. The Cleveland belt, somewhat later than the Rav-
na TreSnja example, though close in design, shows the
tighter sleeves for ladies dresses with strips of cloth
hanging from the elbows, and the shorter tunics for
men, which became fashionable in the later 1330s and
the 1340s (figs. 14 — 16) (New(an 1980; pages 6 — 13.) The-
se new styles are well shown in the painting of 1337-
— 1340 by Ambrogio Lorenzetti on the theme of the ef-
fects of good government, at the Palazzo Publica, Sien-
na, (fig. 17c) (Dupont, Gnudi 1979; pages 98 — 102)

The decorative silver-gilt belts here under discussion
have often been said to be Venetian, or at least from
elsewhere in north Italy (Bach 1980; page 102; Ronald
Lightbow:n, personal communication). The fact that none
of this type has ever been found there may be historical
accident. However, for some of them at least, a manu-
facturing centre in northern Dalmatia, at somewhere
like Zadar or Split, seems to me a strong possibility.
This would account both for their distribution and for
their Italianate feel, since much of Dalmatiawas at
that time in Venetian hands and Italian masters like
Paolo Veneziano were at work there, providing inspi-
ration and even designs for locally-made products (Zla-
i nal i k 1967; pages 45 —47, 56, 57) The reliquary casket
of St. KrSevan, Zadar, produced in the 1320s (fig. 18a),
shows enamelling similar to that on the Cleveland belt,
as well as bunches of foliage with upright, overlapping
leaves of the sort found on all the belts (Krleza, Grgic¢,
Gr€evi¢ 1972; p. 59-61, J65, 166) This particular upright-
-leaf style survived in the Zadar manufacturing tradi-
tion until at least 1360 (fig. 18d) (Petricioli 1980; page
76, no. 80) by which time it had been mainly replaced in
Italy by the more undulant Bolognese-style foliage de-
sign'. The continued use of the upright bunch of leaves

" A lascinating chronology of one area of Italian metalwork-
ing design, a large group of ecclesiastical objects preserved
in the North Italian diocese of Lucca, indicates that Italian

processi onal crosses did enphasi ze upright, only-slightly-
-curving, foliage on either side of the tigures of saints’in
the first half of the 14th century (Cclderont Masetti, Cnrobbi,
Gtllotto and Sodink 1986; pa%es 102 — 103figa. M, S7, page
113, 118, figs. 64, 69) but that by the latter part of that cen-
tury thisaspect of design had been abandoned in favour of

flovrers with round centres and stiff petals, and rather more
undulent foliage (ibid., pages 162 —208figa. 94 — 143.)



N. Wenzel: BOSNIAN HISTORY..

as a design motif in the Bosnian sphere during the pe-
riod of Tvrtko's banate (1353 — 1377) is well demonstra-
ted by the bowl medallion in a related style and with a
cyrillic inscription (fig. 18b) which | have elsewhere
shown to belong to the sphere of Tvrtko in the years
before he declared himself king (Wenzel 1984/1985, pa-
ges 6 —9.) By the early years of the Bosnian kingdom,
after 1477, the taste of that region had, in my view,
changed somewhat away from the Dalmatian style, and
taken a more individual direction.

(7) The liklihood of the other major grave finds from
Ravna TreSnja being from the period of either King
Tvrtko

Glass beakers with vertical, mould-blown ribs and
cupped rims are not infrequently found in Bosnian gra-
ves and habitation sites, and some of the larger pieces
with relatively short rims, such as one found at Biskup
near Konjic, may indeed date to the end of the fourte-
enth century (Vego 1957, pages 132-134, Tab. 5; Kojic¢-
-Wenzel 1967; page 80; Andelic¢ 1973, pages 129 —130)
However, the small, highly delicate, ribbed beakers with
large cupped rims decorated with applied blue threads
such as the one found at Ravna TreSnja (fig. 3) seem to
have been in common use in Bosnia in the earlier 14th
century. At Kraljeva Sutjeska over one-hundred frag-
ments of this kind of glass were uncovered; at Bobo-
vac, only two. Bobovac was rich in glasses of more
bulbous body, with applied prunts, a type related to
the German»krautstrunk«glass of which no examples
were found at Kraljeva Sutjeska (An¢eh¢ J973; pages
J29 —132) The reasons for believing Kraljeva Sutjeska
to be the earlier habitation have already been set out
above. Thus it seems likely that the Ravna TreSnja glass,
like the sword and the spurs, points to Ban Stjepan's
period as the most likely date for the burials there ra-
ther than any later period.

Itis worth mentioning here that an early 14th cen-
tury dating for much of the glass complex at Kraljeva
Sutjeska is supported by presence there of one other
type of glass, which no one has ever tried to date later
than the early 14th century. Alongside the fragments of
the ribbed beakers with blue threads found there, were
seven fragments of clear glass ith blue and red enamel
decorations on the inside edged in creamy white on the
outside (Andeli¢ 1973; pages J88, 189, 191) This well-
-known and characteristic style of glass painting is ge-
nerally known as the»Aldrevandin«style after a famous
example which has survived complete and has an ins-
cription mentioning»Magister Aldrevendin«.' There is
now a large literature about this glass-type. It has so-
metimes been called Syro-Frankish, implaying Crusa-
der-period manufacture of the 13th century Near East."

' British Museum, Registry no. 76, 11 —4.3. The Maglster
Aldrevandin glass has white outllnes on the exterlor and
other colour painted on the interior in the manner of the
Kraljeva Sutjeska fragments. Hugh Talt In Masterpieces of
Class, Exhibition catalogue, British Museum, London 1968;
pages 151, 152.

" Ibid., page 151;Anita Engle in Glass Finds at Acre throtv

New Light on the »Syro-Frank<sb«Group-, Readings in
Glass History No.1 13/14, Jerusalem 1982; pages 34—89
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New opinions from various experts, however, prefer to
seeit as an early style of Venetian enamelled glass,”
and interestingly it seems that one of its practitioners
came originally from Zadar". Recent excavations in Ita-
ly and London have brought some such glass to light
in contexts much later than would previously have been
thought possible, namely, from the earlier 14th centu-
ry," and the excavation at Kraljeva Sutjeska in fact
falls into this category. However, nobody would be
prepared to see this glass dated into the second half of
the 14th century and, of course, none of it wasfound
at Bobovac.

The finger rings discovered at Ravna TreSnja (fig. 4a)
are of a type in use throughout the 14th century (Ra-
doj koti¢ 1969; T. J, 104, 107: Ljttbinkovi¢ 1975; sl. 1, 18)
The buttons (fig. 4b), are of a style likewise found in
many 14th century Bosnian graves", although in this
case there is sone evidence that they may only have
recognised by high fashion in the third decade of that

century. Certainly, in Serbian frescoes, small round but-
tons on the neck-openings of robes are first depicted
on the daughters of Zupan Brajan at Bela crkva Karan,
painted around 1330 (Kovacevi¢ 1953; T. XX, XXa) Aro-
und the same time, western European styles began to
be more close fitting, and the requirements of the new
fashi on, such as narrower sleeeves withrows of but-
tons, do seem to have affected Balkan dress (Ne~vton

J9o89; page 100)

To sum up then, both the sword and the spurs found
in the supposed Tvrtko grave must date to the first half
of the 14th century (assuming the spurs in that grave
to have been identical, as he claimed, with the ones
von Luschan illustrated), long before von Luschan's
»King Tvrtko«'s supposed death in 1391, let alone the
Prior's king's death in 1443. Among the major finds in
the adjoining graves, the glass beaker decorated with
blue threads is most probably from the earlier 14th

" Tait, op. cit., puges 151, 152; L. Zecchzn, Un decoratore
di vetri u Murano alte fine del duecento«, Journal of Glass
Studies XI, Coming 1969;pages 39 —42,D. Whitehouse, No-
tes on late medteval glass in Itallt«, Annales du 8~ Congres
International d'Etude Historique du Verre, London — Liver-
pool 1979, Liege, Association Internationule pour |I'Histoire
du Verre 1981;pages 172 — 173.

-'Bartolomeo o zara ﬁZadar: Bartholameus pinctor, qui
fuit fr Jadra) was a glass palnter who worked In Venlce
between 1290 and 1325. It Is moostprobable that the glass
he enamelled was decorated in »Aldrevandin«style,since
his repertoire Is known to have included»figures and trees~
(L. Zecchin, Fornaci rnuranesi fra ii 1279ed il 1290«,Jour-

nal of Glass Studies XXIl, Coming 1970:pages 82, 83. J.
Clark, »Medieval enamelled glassesgfrom Loh%o%~, Me’d?e\’/al

Archaeologil XXVII, London 1983(The Society for Medieval

Archaeologlt); pages 153 —155A. Gasparetto, ~.Daila realtd

archaeologicu a quella contemporaneu« tn Mille annt di arte
del vetro a Venezia, Exhibition cutalogue, Palazzo Ducale,
Museo Correr, Venezza 1982; page 18.)

" Hugh Talt, British Museum, John Clark, Museum of Lon-

don, personal commurdcations. Fragments of enamel-painted

_Aldrevandin glass excavat@ from Foster Lane, London,
ivere dlscovered In a pit together with pottery from the first
half of the 14th century. Partlal inscriptions included»S
BARTOLOMEUS FE(clt)«and another STERBA, possibly
»(magis)TER BA(rtolomeus~. John Clark has suggested that

these inscriptlons may relate to the Zadar craftsman (Clark,
op. cit.,page 155.)
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century, while the rings and buttons could be of that
date, or somewhat later.

It can only be concluded, taking all the above eviden-
ce, that the Ravna TreSnja graveyard and the grave-
-goods found there date from the earlier 14th century,
the time of Ban Stjepan Il Kotromani¢ (1414 — 1453),
and the time before Tuzla's sharp decline. Von Lu-
schan's story of the burial of King Tvrtko Il (orindeed
Tvrtko 1) at Ravna Trednja is thus a fantasy, construc-
ted, by him or someone else, out of ignorance or guile.

Once one accepts the dating of the RavnaTreSnja
belt to the first half of the 14th century, the other belts
in the group fall naturally into that period also. The
small style differences between the examples ref lect in-
terestingly the changes in fashion during that extremely
fashion-conscious period.

POSTSCRIPT

The acute scholarship of the late Pavao Andeli¢ con-
tributed much to a clarification of the topography of
medieval Bosnia. His industrious exploration of the ro-
yal localities in Central Bosnia, ivhich involved archive
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Sa zetak

BOSANSKA POVIJEST 1 AUSTROUGARSKA POLITIKANEKOLIKO
GROBOVI KRALJA TVRTKA

NILSKA ROMANCA 1

U tijeku drugog istrazivanja autor se namjerio na neko-
liko oCito krivih datacija u medunarodnoj stru€noj literaturi
o} skugini pozlacenih srebrnih .pojaseva iz XIV. st. od kojih
su tri bila nadena u Bosni ili blizu Bosne (nalaziSta: Stara
Bila, Travnik, Ravna TreSnja, Tuzla, pa Cetina, Sinj). Prem-
da su pojasovi nesumnjivo balkanske inacCice francuskoga
stila ranoga XIV. st,. i nose ocCito stilske pojedinosti ranoga
XIV. st., jedan u€enjak na dobru glasu datirao ih je u po-
sljednje godine t_oia stolje€a, zbog neobi€na razloga Sto je je-
dan od njih bio iskopan iz onoga za $to se tvrdilo da je grob
jednog od bosanskih kraljeva zvanog Tvrtko.

Ovdje se dokazuje da izvor toj konkretnoj tvrdniji, koe’(u je
u Clanku napisanu 1921. iznio bivsi austrougarski casnik, le-
Zi u istoj atmosferi obmane i propagande u pitanjima arheo-
logije iz koje je za dugo vremena poniklo preSucivanje stvar-
noga groba Tvrtka I, Sto su ga 1909. prona$li suradnici Ze-
maljskoga muzeja u Sarajevu. Iza jedne i druge priCe nalazi
se zamrSen splet dogadaja, kojega razmrSenje iznosi na vi-
djelo cijelu istinu o nacinu kako austrougarska izvrtanja po-
vijesti Juznih Slavena iz XIX. st., u€injena iz politickih ra-
zloga, s uspjehom utjeCu na znanost XX. st. Sastavni su dije-
lovi spleta ovi.

a) Razmjernu nezavisnost od Carigrada postigli su bosan-
ski muslimani u pocetnom dijelu X1X. st. tako da su stali
sami sebi krojiti pravdu. Kad je Austro-Ugarska 1878. sama
stekla pravo okupiranja Bosne i Hercegovine i upravljanja
njome, smatrala&e korisnim podupirati domace muslimane
na racun bosanskih kr§¢ana jer muslimani, zemljoposjedni¢-
ka vecina, nisu imali €vrstih politiCkih veza ni sa jednom
zemljom koja bi u to doba mogla ugroziti viadavinu Austri-
je nad Bosnom.

b) Laznu povijest Bosne, sraCunatu da uzvisi bosanske mu-
slimane na racun kr8¢ana i da obeshrabri sve teznje dijela
potonjih za ujedinjenjem sa Srbijom, izmislila je Austro-
-Ugarska izmedu 1880.i 1890., i ona je bila Sirena u razli ¢I-
tim publikacijama s podrucja kulture. LaZzna je povijest is-
koristila €injenicu da je za srednjevjekovnu Bosnu poznato
kako je imala vrst narodne crkve koja je u viSe rimskih iz-
vora bila zigosana kao heretiCka i koje je prava priroda izu-
zetno nejasna. Lazna je povijest tvrdila da je religija Bosan-
ske crkve bila dualistiCka hereza i da su njezinim pripadni-
cima bili mrski krizevi i crkve; da se zvala bogumilskom; i
da je bila unijeta iz Bugarske, druge zemlje $to je joS nedav-
no bila pod islamskim jarmom. Srednjovjekovne bosansko-
hercegovacke nadgrobne spomenike, tzv.stecke, sve_su é)o—
digli ti heretici, glasila je teorija, i to bi dokazivala CcInjeni-
cada na sebi nemaju krizeva i da nisu u crkvama ni na
grobljima. Bosanski muslimani, ne krSc¢ani, potomci su tih
heretika jer su prakti¢ki svi Bosanci bili okruzeni od hereze
i masovno su presli na islam da bi izbjegli progone Rima.
Stoga su upravo muslimani pravi baStinici bosanske predaje.

Prava povijest, kako su joj posljednjih desetljeca temelje
udarili istaknuti u€enjaci na osnovi s mukom ste ¢éna pozna-
vanja arhivske grade, pobija sve te tvrdnje. Bosanska je cr-
kva zacijelo bila hibrid, nastao prije od neukosti no od o-
Stroumnosti, ali se zacijelo ne moZe opisati kao bogumilska.
Bila je prihvac¢ena od pojedinih plemica, ali je imala malo
utjecaja na bosanske vladare ili na najvecu vecinu njihovih
podanika, koji su bili katolici ili pravoslavni, ve¢ prema kra-
ju u kojem su Zivejli. Bosanski ste¢ci nadgrobni su soomeni-
ci XIV. i XV. st., podignuti u slobodnoj prirodi u skladu s
europskom modom toga doba za naddqrobne spomenike, jed-
nako od katolika. od pravoslavnih i od pripadnika Bosanske
crkve. Cesto su bili smjeSteni oko crkvi, i na njima je bilo
viSe kriZzeva no na vecininadgrobnih spomenika toga razdo-
blja u vecini drugih zemalja.

Neobjavljeni rukopis numizmatiCara lvana Rengjela, sada
u privatnoj zbirci, prikazuje u glavnim crtama kako je iz-
miSljena ta laZzna povijest i tvrdi da je u doba kad je visoki
austrougarski upravni ¢inovnik Janos von Asboth bio zadu-
Zen da je propagira u inozemstvu, novo osnovanom Zemalj-
skom muzeju u Sarajevu dano u zadatak da to stajaliSte Siri
u zemlji.

c) God. 1909. Karlo Patsch, suradnik Zemaljskoga muzeja,
otkrio je u Arnautovi¢ima kraj Visokog grob-mauzolej kra-

SREDNJOVJEKOVNIH POJASOVA, BOGU-

lja Tvrtka |., s bogatim inventarom, ali je preSutio to otkri-
Ce. Grob je naden u okolnostima koje ne svjedaie u prilog
laznoj povijesti; bio je u apsidi gotiCke crkve, ispod veliko-
ga stecka. Kako se Cini, osletljivo razdoblje nakon nezako-
nite austrougarske aneksije Bosne 1908. nije se smatratlo po-
godnim €asom za iznoSenje na vidjelo pukotina u laznoj po-
vijesti ni za podsticanje nacionalisti ¢kih osje¢aja novim po-
dacima o upravo pronadenu grobu najslavnijega bosanskog
kralja. Iskapanje ostade neobjavljeno, njegov poloZajni na-
crt u odredenim pojedinostima krivotvoren, a samo nalazi-
Ste ispunLeno_i gradom iz drugih iskapanja; nadgradnja Tvrt-
kova groba bila je razbijena, i dijelovi izvu genj izvan crkve
a dijelovi nanovo zakopam.

d) Prvi svjetski rat sruSio je Austro-Ugarsko Carstvo i iz-
mijenio politicke okolnosti u Bosni, koja je postala dijelom
ujedinjene zemlje JuZznih Slavena. Ali se laZzna povijest do
toga Casa toliko duboko ukorijenila u svijesti Bosne da se sa-
mo malo glasova podiglo protiv nje u poslijeratnoj stru gnoi
literaturi; a u tijeku prvih godina poslije 1l. svjetskog rata
u tzv. bogumilima €ak su se vidjele romantiCke preteCe ka-
snijih narodnih heroja koje su podrzavale gynp odrede-
nja i prosvjed protiv uplitanja izvana. To je prlje%?{g%rltic o]
ponovno ispitivanje austrougarske arheologije.

e) God. 1921. Felix von Luschan, bivSi gasnik u austrij-
skoj okupacionoj vojsci, objavio je gradivo o iskapanju égo
ga je 1879. izvrSio s viSe drugova &asnika i s njihovim ljud-
stvom u Ravnoj Tre$nji kraj Tuzle, na groblju bez nadgrob-
nih spomenika. Lubanje iz toga iskapanja bile su u isti mah
prikazane u bec¢kom Prirodoslovhom muzeju, a izvjeStaj, ka-
snije objavljen, Citan u beckom AntropoloSkom drustvu. U
izvjeStaju nema rije€i ni o jednom predmetu iz groba; za-
pravo su bili podijeljeni medu one koji su vrSili iskapanja.

God. 1921. von Luschan je objavio drugi izvjeStaj koji u-
klju€uje i pojedinosti o onim predmetima iz groba $to su jo$
u njegovu oosobnom vlasniStvu, i iznio sasvim novu misao da
je u te€aju spomenutog iskapanja odredio smjeStaj grobu je-
dnoga bosanskog kraljazvanog Tvrtko. Svojedobno, osamde-
setih godina, tvrdio je on, jedan ga je veoma poznati prior
dubrovackih franjevaca uvjeravao da se u njegovoj knjiznici
nalazi dokument iz kojeg izlazi da je Tvrtko Il. obolio i um-
ro u Tuzli &b je ondje pokopan na groblju dubrovacke ko-
lonije. Razlike u tipu lubanje, tvrdio je von Luschan, upozo-
ravale su na pojedinca zakopana u grobu s najbogatijim in-
ventarom kao da potjeCe iz kraja razliCita od drugih na gro-
blju, koji su bili stranci i imali tip lubanje dubrovackih pa-
tricija. To mora da je bio Tvrtko II. U tom je grobu naden
pojas sa slovom M i krunom, »nema sumnje«dar kraljeve
rodakinje ugarske kraljice Marije, koja je umrla 1395. Prem-
da je von Luschanov priorako je uopée postojao, spomenuo
Tvrtka Il., neizravan je zakljucak Sto izlazi iz von Luschano-
va dokaznog materijala, takva kakav jest, da je on, po svemu
se Cini, zapravo mislio na Tvrtka I.

f) God. 1971. njemacki istraZzivac llse Fingerlin prihvatila
je von Luschanovu pri€u i u svojem opseznom zborniku sre-
dnjovjekovnih pojasnih kopCa ponovila je u prilog svojem
datiranju pojasa iz Tuzle i slicnih primjeraka u kasno XIV.
st. Ipak, iznijela je miSljenje da slovo M s krunommoze
oznacivati Djevicu Mariju kao i kraljicu Mariju.

Da bi pokazao kako se ni za $to oko toga groba ili groblja
ne moze ustvrditi da pripada bilo Tvrtku ili njegovu dobu,
autor tumaci i pretresa sve predmete iz toga i iz susjednih
grobova Sto ih je objavio von Luschan. Za njih je na osnovi
uvjerljivih stilistiCkih razloga utvrdio da su prije iz prve no
iz druge polovine XI1V. st., dakle iz razdoblja prije no Sto,ie
grad Tuzla stao opadati, od Cega se pridigao samo u XVI. st.
Nema podataka o kakvoj dubrovackoj koloniji u Tuzli u do-
ba tog opadanja.

Na osnovi novoga dokaznog materijala svi se pojasovi iz
skupine llse Fingerlin lako mogu datirati u prvu polovinu
XIV. st. Sasvim je moguce da je publiciranju god. 1921. gro-
ba ~kralja Tvrtka «bila svrha odvratiti pozornost s prekida
prirodnih odnosa stvarnoga groba Tvrtka |., prekida Sto su
ga pocinili sluzbenici Austro-Ugarske u onom osjetljivom ra-
zdoblju izmedu aneksije Bosne | Hercegovine 1908, | ubojstva
nadvojvode Franje Ferdinanda dok se uputio da otvori nove
zgrade Zemaljskoga muzeja u Sarajevu 21. lipnja 1914.
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Ante Sonje

THE EARLY CROATI AN CHURCH OF ST. FOSCA NEAR
ZMINJ, ISTRIA

A through exploration of the church of St. Fosca near
Zminj, Isfria, whose present-day appearance bears wit-
ness to its numerous enlargements as we// as to arche-
ological excavations, enables the at<thor to deter>nine
the existence of an dd Croatian churcb on the sane
site in the late Middle Ages. Accordi>zg to the author,
tSzts u'as a rectangular basilica u>ith a si>zgle nave, a
semi-circular apse, and a barrelvault. This beliefis
substantiated u >ith the t<ncovered ruins of the churcb
foundations and parts of the wa/ls. Discovered frag-
ments of stone furniture zvithin the churcb helped him
date the ruins. The co>nparison u >ith Old Croafian arch-
itecfure in the Dalmatian part o f Croatia indicates the
early period of the 9 and 10 cent<tries as the ti>ne of
construction.

Vladimir P. Gross
MILES ENS | FER

The author interprets the appearance, duration and
distributio~ of the artistic rendering of the warrior with
sword (Miles Ensifer) within the context of European
revival c.1100 and Crusades. He cites literary sources
and historie chro>ticles on the same topic zvhich like»
the wariror of those days to the cha>npion of ortho-
doxy. He regards and analyses this pheno>nenon i>larts
(both in terms of semantics and iconography) in dif-
ferent monuments of European artistic heritage, e. g.:
the portal of Verona Cathedral, Carolingian and Oftoni-
an miniatures, the Baptistry in Split, the Cathedral of
Ferrara, the portal at Fordington, England, the faca-
des of St. Isidore's at Leone, Spai>z, at Vezelay, at St.
Gi/les-du Garde, stained glass windous in Strasbourg
etc... Listed renderings and co»tpositio»s epito»>ize a
»holy«, justified u >ar against heresy, usually Isla»t. The
author indicates typical iconographic variants of such
renderings, as u >ell as the distinctton betu>een the»bo-
ly«(ofte>z presented as St. George) a>zd»profane «uar-

Dr Marian Wenzel

BOSNI AN HI STORY AND AUSTRO- HUNGARI AN POLI CY:
SOME MEDI EVAL BELTS, THE BOGOMI L ROMANCE AND
THE KING TVRTKO GRAVES

The author exposes the zvay i>1which a false view
of the cultural history of Bosnia and Herzegovina, pro-
jected for political reasons by Austria-Hungary in the

carly years of its oce<<pat<on of the province, can stil/
have repercussions i>z the u ork of present-day scholars
of European art-history who have no reason to suspect
its operafion. An instance is given i>z u>ihch a number
of fa/si fied archeological results fro>n early in the
century have been taken at face value by later scholars
and have resulted in the >nisdati>tg by half a century or
>nore of an i>><porta>tt group of silver-gilt belts. The
group is re-dated o>1the basis of >nore reliable evidence.

Grgo Gamulin
A STUDY IN SYNCRETISM

The author deals u>ifh the untversa/ questton. of syn-
cretism u>hich fuses tu >0 heferogeneous styles. In this
case they are the Ro»tanesque painti>tg in Italy and the

Byza»tine sfyle. He also e>nphasises the difference bet-
u'een the Co>n»enian and Palaeologan Byzanfine styles,

u/zich caused t/ze appearance of Paolo Veneziano and
the Venetian 14 c pai»ting. He touches upon the ques-
tion of sy>nbiosis u >it/z Giotto's style, and then moves
on to the 300 year long crippling phase of Italo-Cretan
painting. Within are to be fo~nd: the question of eclec-
ticis»> and real syntbiosis; the rare great syntheses:

Giu>tta — Ci»>ab«e — Paolo, a»d the great EI Greco
sy>tthesis u hich occured later.

Grgo Gamulin

HARDLY DI SCERNI BLE SYNCRETI SM, HARDLY
ACHIEVABLE SYNTHESIS

This theoretic paper for the Congress on Painter Por-
denone in 1984deals u>ith the pending issue of rnanne-
ris>n i>z Venetian sixteenth century painting. The author
once agai>1 retur>ts to the previous/i explored fie/d, try-
ing fo deter»zine the differences amo>zg several manne-
nst »>anifestations in Venice. He e>nphasises the so-
>newhat neglecfed pheno>11le»o» of Lorenzo Lotto and
seeks distinctions regarding Pordenone's»non-functio-
nal/«synt/tesis. Within are to be found: uhy his deve-
lop»ze»f suddenly ceased a>zdthe»ta>tneris»z became
soother; in uhat ways he differs fro»t syncrefic symbi-
osis, conventional >»annerism a»d the real synthesis in
E/ Geco's case. The study co»>prises some ot her phe-
no»>e>ta, i>tc/udi»g still unresolved questions concerning
Vexetian 16 ¢ develop>»ent e. g. the gt<estion of substra-
te u>/zich initiated the peculiar grousth o f dif fere>zt
»tannerist styles. In this case it is the substrate of the
Giorgine — Tizia» line of descent, u:hic/t clashed with
the»grand»ta>z>zer«o f Central Italy, and o>t so>ne oc-
casions u >ifh Par»>igia>>ino.



	29-OCR
	30-OCR
	31-OCR
	32-OCR
	33-OCR
	34-OCR
	35-OCR
	36-OCR
	37-OCR
	38-OCR
	39-OCR
	40-OCR
	41-OCR
	42-OCR
	43-OCR
	44-OCR
	45-OCR
	46-OCR
	47-OCR
	48-OCR
	49-OCR
	50-OCR
	51-OCR
	52-OCR
	53-OCR
	54-OCR
	169-OCR

