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Dear Readers,

alking to my colleagues, I am

quite frequently asked a ques-

tion about the current situation
in our industry, referring both to the
market and technology. Transformers
Magazine publishes the news that
brings information about these topics,
but people are also looking for poten-
tial conclusions that are based on all
the available information. It is often
possible to make inferences from the
current information, but once you
create conclusions about present cir-
cumstances, the next question that
usually follows is about what we can
expect in the future. It is quite dif-
ficult to say something reliable about
the future without dedicated research,
although this is also sometimes pos-
sible. I recall a remark that I made in
the editorial message of the magazine's
special edition on bushings published
last year, where I commented on re-
cent innovations in our industry and
their impact on future trends. There I
stated: ,In my humble opinion, among
the developments we have recently
witnessed in the realm of bushings,
the pluggable bushing’ concept is most
potent to influence not only the future
of the bushings, but also the future of
the transformer and the way it is used.”

This was my personal impression at
the time, which has been confirmed by
a recently conducted survey “Trends
in transformers technology” Among
six different technologies (pluggable
transformers, dry-type transformers,
high-temperature transformers, dry-
formers, superconducting transform-
ers and solid-state transformers), the
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pluggable transformers technology,
which is based on pluggable bushings,
ranked highest in the survey, demon-
strating the expectation that this will be
the most progressive technology in the
next five years. This was the aggregate
result from all responses, but a more
detailed analysis which considered the
responses from a profile of key stake-
holders (transformer OEMs or end-
users, for example) showed similar
results.

This has made me wonder, how comes
that the concept of pluggable transform-
er is recognized more prominently
than other, perhaps more sound con-
cepts such as digitalization, online,
smart, etc.? The latter concepts were
not covered in the same way in the sur-
vey, so they might not be directly com-
parable to the pluggable transformer
in this sense, but they can be compared
to it indirectly as they were covered by
other questions, and still they didn't re-
ceive the same recognition.

The pluggable transformer fits perfect-
ly into the concept of resilient grid,
which has become extremely impor-
tant nowadays and is bound to become
even more important in the future. Re-
silient grid requires solutions that en-
able the shortest possible time to erect
the transformer after a failure, and this
is certainly the wind at back that helps
getting pluggable transformer techno-
logy accepted.

[ must mention that there are also
many other innovative concepts which
may not have the potential to reframe
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the industry, but which definitely de-
serve wider attention, and still, they are
struggling to get any recognition.

In this sense, I believe that one of the
keys to success is also communication.
Pluggable transformers could serve as
a role model example of this, at least if
we consider how developments in this
technology have been communicated
through Transformers Magazine, with
a crystal clear and technically-based
value proposition. Concepts such as
digitalization are rather new and it
will take some more time until all op-
portunities that they offer are commu-
nicated to and understood by all stake-

holders.

In this issue, we bring you an interview
with a senior manager in a leading glo-
bal company with one of the longest
traditions in the industry, who pre-
sents new trends and solutions in sales
as a way to expand business and inno-
vate conventional business processes.
In addition to the interview, don't miss
the fresh insights and commentary
by our four columnists in our regular
columns covering the latest market
trends, transformer maintenance, con-
dition monitoring and transformer

lifecycle.

A selection of technical articles and ad-
vertorials bring presentations and dis-
cussions on a range of topics including
transformer technology, testing and
diagnostics, energy and noise efficien-
cy, transformer design for HVDC ap-
plications, and more.

Dont hesitate to tell us what you think
about the topics and issues covered in the
magazine, or to express intent to present
your research or point of view on any of
these topics or any other topic of interest
for our industry. For any questions on
how to publish your work with us, con-
tact info@merit-media.com.

I wish you a joyful reading,

Mladen Banovic, Editor-in-Chief
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ilAdvane Energy
acquires LumaSense

Advanced Energy Industries, a company
engaged in innovative power and control
technologies, acquired LumaSense Tech-
nologies Holdings, a provider of innova-
tive temperature and gas sensing devices
based in Santa Clara, California.

his acquisition adds a line of photonic based

measurement and monitoring solutions that are
synergistic and complementary to Advanced Energy’s
line of pyrometry based temperature measurement
products.
JIhe advanced measurement technologies from
LumaSense will allow us to expand our sales in
core semiconductors and thin film applications and
broaden our exposure to a growing set of industrial
applications for material processing and power
management; said Yuval Wasserman, president and
CEO of Advanced Energy.
Source: Advanced Energy; Photo: Shutterstock.com

Mitsubishi Electric
acquires Swiss sheet
metal processing machine
business

Mitsubishi Electric Corporation has an-
nounced the acquisition of ASTES4 SA,
a Switzerland-based company engaged
in development, production and sales of
solutions for sheet metal laser proces-
sing machines.

With ASTES4 as a wholly-owned subsidiary, the
company aims to further expand its worldwide
business through this acquisition.

Sheet metal laser processing machines offer integrated
solutions that require less manual loading, unloading
and sorting to realize higher productivity and efficien-
cy, the press release says.

Source: ASTES4; Photo: Mitsubishi Electric

C.a.p.t. fully integrated
into the Reinhausen
Group

Maschinenfabrik Reinhausen GmbH (MR)
took full control of what had been the
C.a.p.t. joint venture, an Italy-based ma-
nufacturer of sliding de-energized tap-
changers.

c.a.p.t. development and manufacturing activities
are concentrated in its plant in Trissino, in northern
Italy. The complete integration of Cap.t. serves
to further develop Ca.p.t. products and expand its

customer service, according to MR. Alessandro
Serafini will continue to lead the company as CEO,
with the company team also remaining unchanged.
Source, Photo: MR

Acqulisition of Powertech
Transformers concluded

Allied Electronics Corporation Limited
(Altron) disposed of its 80% interest in
Powertech Transformers to a consortium
comprising of SGB-SMIT and local-owned
Power Matla Group. The effective date of
the disposal was 31 July 2018.

teto Nyati, Altron Group chief executive said: “We

have ensured that the customers of Powertech
Transformers, especially Eskom, continue to receive
high quality and consistent, if not better, services. For
them it will be business as usual”
“Through this acquisition SGB-SMIT injects foreign
direct investment into our economy and brings in-
ternational expertise, while Power Matla has a deep
understanding of the South African energy market.
Together these two companies bring a wealth of expe-
rience and knowhow that is sure to propel Powertech
Transformers into its next growth phase;” Nyati said.
Source: BusinessTech; Photo: PowerMatla
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