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With its nineteen member institutions, the 
university is turning into a central develop-
ment institution attracting talented students 
from all over the world and providing a devel-
opment context where excellence is at home at 
all levels. The management is aware that close 
ties between the university as a central educa-
tional and research institution and its local 
environment and the industry are of the ut-
most importance. For this reason, various ac-
tivities aimed at integrating knowledge and 
R&D with the industry are being implemented 
in order to initiate concrete projects contrib-
uting to new jobs and new products with high 
added value. The University of Maribor is thus 
bringing together knowledge, research find-
ings and the industry. The central project in 
this area is called IOT – Innovative Open 
Technologies. The information portal Vzhod-
na.si will serve as an entry point also in other 
development projects. These are only a few 
examples indicating the direction of future 
development of the University of Maribor. 
However, various impressive accomplish-
ments can already be celebrated. The devel-
opment of the first Slovene nanosatellite 
going into space, the success of the students 
participating in the Student Formula project, 
permanent high scores in the Imagine Cup 
international student competition for innova-
tiveness, technological solutions and develop-
ment, the prestigious Reimagine Education 
award for the Demola project where students 
work on concrete solutions to problems found 
in companies – placing  the University of Ma-
ribor alongside the most prestigious universi-
ties – are only a few examples of UM's most 
notable achievements. The University of Mari-
bor is developing new fields, testing new 
teaching and learning methods and constantly 
searching for new methods of cooperation 
with its environment. Various international 

awards prove that the university is on the right 
track. This year, UM was ranked among the 
best global universities and earned the high-
est score among Slovene universities on 
Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings examining how universities fulfil 
their primary mission in different areas. In 
2014, UM also received an award for the well-
being of foreign students at HE institutions. 

 In Slovenia and abroad, UM is recognised as a 
university providing students with an excel-
lent learning experience and producing top 
graduates. Now it is time for you to become a 
part of this creative and development-oriented 
story. 

The beginnings of higher education in Maribor 
date back to the 19th century, when in 1859 
bishop Anton Martin Slomšek moved the seat 
of the Lavantine diocese from St. Andraž in 
Lavantal (Austrian Carinthia) to Maribor and 
soon afterwards established a Slovenian semi-
nary. That gave Maribor its first institution of 
higher education, which became an important 
focal point of Slovenian religious, national, 
cultural and scientific thought in the Slovenian 
Štajerska region. Important years were also 
1863, when the two-year teacher-training 
school was established, and 1888, when it be-
came a four-year school.  
  
The immediate forerunner of the present-day 
University of Maribor is the Association of 
Higher Education Institutions in Maribor, 
which was established in the period between 
1959 and 1961. The oldest among them was the 
School of Economics and Commerce, followed 
by the Technical College with departments of 
mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, 
textile technology, civil engineering and chem-
istry. In 1960 the College of Agriculture,  
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College of Law and School of Dentistry were 
established; the latter was closed in 1970. Dur-
ing that period the College of Organizational 
Studies was also established in Kranj, and in 
1972 it became a member of the Association of 
Higher Education Institutions in Maribor. With 
six institutions of higher education Maribor 
became an important academic center, and in 
1975 the University of Maribor was created.  
  
The establishment of the University of Maribor 
and the expansion of research activities fos-
tered the development of two-year colleges, 
which gradually became four-year colleges 
and finally faculties. The College of Nursing 
Studies was established in 1993, and two years 
later it also became a member of the University 
of Maribor. That same year the former Tech-
nical College was transformed into four new 
faculties. At the turn of the century the Univer-
sity of Maribor therefore consisted of 9 facul-
ties and one university college. The following 
year it was joined by the University Library, 
which also became a member of the university. 
  

At the turn of the millennium the University of 
Maribor was joined by another three new fac-
ulties: in 2003 a new Faculty of Medicine was 
established (the first students were enrolled in 
the academic year 2004/2005), and the previ-
ously established Faculty of Criminal Justice 
and Security, based in Ljubljana, joined the 
University of Maribor, while the newly estab-
lished Faculty of Logistics, based in Celje, 
opened its doors to the first students in the 
academic year 2005/2006. 
  
In the academic year 2006/2007 the University 
of Maribor gained two new members. The 
former Faculty of Education split to form three 
new faculties: the Faculty of Education, the 
Faculty of Arts and Faculty of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics. 
  
The youngest members of the University of 
Maribor are the Faculty of Energy Technology, 
established in Krško in 2007 and the Faculty of 
Tourisms, based in Brežice, which opened its 
doors to the first students in the academic year 
2012/2013.
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