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Iz armatorija
srednjovjekovnog Bribira

From the Armoury of Medieval Bribir

U tekstu se raspravija nekoliko primjeraka oruzja i ratnicke opreme s
Bribirske glavice. Prema mome misSljenju, znacajni su za razumijeva-
nje ukupne bribirske proslosti, a rijec je o zeljeznom krizolikom okovu
i ukrasenom stremenu s konjske orme te o ostatcima Cetiriju Zeljeznih
buzdovana. Na zalost, ni za jednoga od njih nemamo pobliZih podataka
o okolnostima nalaza.

Navedeni primjerci oruzja i konjanicke opreme u mnogome dopunjavaju
sliku bribirske proslosti od 9. do 12. stoljeca, no svojim kulturoloskim
pokazateljima nisu izisli iz okvira kakav nam je za taj lokalitet poznat
od ranije i prema drugim nalazima ranoga srednjeg vijeka. TipoloSko-
kronoloskom analizom pokusao sam pokazati razlicite utjecaje pod ko-
jima su ti predmeti nastajali ili su izravno importirani iz tadasnjih vecih
radionickih centara u srednjoj Europi i Bizantskome Carstvu. Njihova
kvaliteta i vrsnoca izrade vrlo dokumentarno svjedoci visoku razinu Zivo-
ta na Bribiru u stolje¢ima u kojima su nobiles Breberienses zapoceli svoj
gospodarski, vojni i politicki uspon.

Kljuéne rijeci: Bribirska glavica, konjska orma, stremen, buzdovani, rani
srednji vijek, Bizant, karolinsko doba

The text discusses several items of weaponry and combat equipment
from Bribirska Glavica. In our opinion, they are significant for the un-
derstanding of the overall past of Bribir. They comprise an iron cross-
shaped mounting and an ornamented stirrup from horse tack as well as
the remains of four iron maces. Unfortunately, we have no very detailed
information about the circumstances of the finds for any of them.

These items of weaponry and harness do add a great deal to the pic-
ture of the Bribir past, from the 9" to the 12" century, and yet in their
fundamental cultural indicators they do not depart from the framework
that we know of for this site, from earlier work, and from other finds of
the early medieval period. Analysis in terms of typology and chronology
was used to try to show the different influences on the making of these
objects or their direct import from the then bigger workshop centres in
Central Europe and the Byzantine Empire. Their quality and excellence
of workmanship tellingly documents the high level of life in Bribir in the
centuries in which the nobiles Brberienses started their economic, mili-
tary and political rise.

Key words: Bribirska Glavica, harness, stirrup, maces, Early Middle
Age, Byzantium, Carolingian period



Bribirska glavica, 1958. godine
Bribirska glavica, 1958. godine

Bribirska Glavica (ancient Varvaria and medi-
eval Breberium) is well known to be a prolific ar-
chaeological site with a long period of existence,
from the prehistoric Liburni to the modern age. It
has been excavated with varying degrees of inten-
sity for more than a century, but the pick and trowel
have not been blessed by fortune. First of all, after
the ending of World War I, when, in the new King-
dom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, the aim was
to put a stop to the research of all finds that had any-
thing Croatian about them. The second time came
in World War 11, when, in the same key, the museum
building on Bribir was burned and the heritage ob-
jects from it were tipped down to the foot of the hill.
The third time, in the War of Independence, (1991-
1995) again for the same reasons, the archaeologi-
cal heritage from the museum builds were dumped
over the surrounding meadows, with anything that
was recognisable in form or appearance having
been previously stolen. Such experience from the
past occasionally led to archaeological finds being
moved from Glavica to safer places, firstly to the
Museum of Croatian Archaeological Monuments in
Split, and then to Sibenik Municipal Museum. Since
these transfers were almost always made in a hur-
ry because of some impending threat, not enough
care was always taken about the information that
should have accompanied given finds. Thus during

Dobro je poznato da je Bribirska glavica (an-
ticka Varvaria i srednjovjekovni Breberium) vrlo
izda$no arheolosko nalaziSte s dugackim kontinui-
tetom trajanja, od prapovijesnih Liburna do novoga
vijeka. Razli¢itim intenzitetom istrazuje se ve¢ vise
od stotinu godina, no ,,sretni magklin”, tijekom tog
vremena nije joj uvijek bio naklonjen. Najprije po
zavrSetku Prvoga svjetskog rata nakon ¢ega se, u
novonastaloj drzavi, nastojalo onemoguciti istrazi-
vanja svih nalazista s hrvatskim predmetkom; dru-
gi put u Drugome svjetskom ratu kada je po istom
kljucu spaljena muzejska kuca na Bribiru i kada su
spomenici iz nje sunovraceni u podnozje Glavice
i tre¢i put u Domovinskom ratu kada je, opet po
istom kljucu, prikupljena arheoloska bastina iz mu-
zejskih kuca izbacena na okolne livade, s tim da je
prethodno otudeno sve §to je formom ili izgledom
bilo prepoznatljivo. Takvo iskustvo iz proslosti po-
vremeno je poticalo premjestanje arheoloskih nala-
za s Glavice na sigurnija mjesta, najprije u Muzej
hrvatskih arheoloSkih spomenika u Splitu, a potom i
u Muzej grada Sibenika. Kako su se ta premjestanja
gotovo u pravilu odvijala ubrzano zbog nadolaze-
¢ih prijetnji, nije se uvijek vodilo dovoljno racuna
o podatcima koji su trebali pratiti odredene nalaze.
Tako su tijekom vremena u spomenutim muzejima
formirne kolekcije €iji predmeti nemaju osnovne
pratece arheoloSke podatke, osim onoga da potjecu



sl. 1. Metalni nalazi s Bribira i krizoliki okov prije
konzervacije (foto: M. Rogosic¢).
fig. 1 Metal finds from Bribir and the cruciform
mounting before conservation (photograph: M.
Rogosic).
s Bribira. Iz takvoga fundusa koji je nastao u Mu-
zeju HAS, izdvojeno je nekoliko primjeraka oruzja
i ratni¢ke opreme koje ovdje objavljujem, a koji su,
prema mome misljenju, znacajni za razumijevanje
ukupne bribirske proslosti. Rije¢ je o Zeljeznom
krizolikom okovu i ukraSenom stremenu s konjske
orme te o ostatcima Cetiriju Zzeljeznih buzdovana'.
1. Krizoliki okov naden je u hrpi metalnih
predmeta koji su, 2013. godine, zateceni u jednoj

! Na nalaze srednjovjekovnih buzdovana s Bribira u li-

teraturi je do sada tek ovlas upozoreno, jednom sasvim
kratkom tekstualnom opaskom u: M. DRAGICEVIC,
Metalni proizvodi, u: Bribir u srednjem vijeku, (ur. A.
Milosevic), Split, 1995, str. 77 i drugi put slikom u: A.
MILOSEVIC, Varvaria - Breberium - Bribir. Proslost
i spomenici. Split, 2016, str. 21.
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sl. 2. Krizoliki okov konjske orme s Bribira
(foto: A. Z. Alajbeg, crtez: N. Simundi¢ Bendi¢).
fig. 2 Cruciform mounting of horse’s harness
from Bribir (photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg,
drawing: N. Simundi¢ Bendi¢).

the course of time in these museums, collections
were formed in which the objects wanted the ba-
sic accompanying data, save for the fact that they
derived from Bribir. From such holdings that came
into being in the Museum of Croatian Archaeologi-
cal Monuments (MCAM), a few items of weaponry
and combat equipment have been picked out and
are here published, items that in our opinion are im-
portant for an understanding of the Bribir past as
a whole. One is an iron cruciform fastening and a
decorated stirrup from horse harness, and the others
are remains of four iron maces'.

1. The iron mounting was found in a pile of met-
al objects that were discovered in 2013 in a card-

' There have only been passing references to the medi-

eval maces in Bribir in the literature, once with a short
textual remark in : M. DRAGICEVIC, Metalni proiz-
vodi: in Bribir u srednjem vijeku, (ed. A. Milo$evic),
Split, 1995, p. 77 and a second time with a picture in:
A. MILOSEVIC, Varvaria - Breberium - Bribir. The
Past and the Monuments. Split, 2016, p. 21.



sl. 3. UkraSeni zeljezni stremen s Bribira:
1. prije konzervacije (foto: N. Uroda);
2. poslije konzervacije (foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 3 Ornamented iron stirrup from Bribir:
1. before conservation (photographi: N. Uroda);
2. after conservation (photographi: A. Z. Alajbeg).

board box from what was called Marun’s House
(fig. 1). We can assume with a fair degree of confi-
dence that it was acquired by Mate Zekan, between
2006 and 23012, from the private collectors who
use metal detectors to search many of the finding
sites in Dalmatia, including Bribirska Glavica. It is
made of iron and is slightly convex. One of the arms
is partially broken off, while the rivets are still on
the other arms (fig. 2), which, in their cruciform ar-
rangement, joined the leather straps of the harness.
On the front the mounting is decorated with series
of parallel grooves that are placed vertically to the
arms. In the centre there is a hint of a decoration
in the shape of a shallow four-sided pyramid. The
size of this piece is 6.6 x 5.8 c¢m, inv. no. 18.201
MHAS — collection of medieval armour and eques-
trian equipment.

2. An iron stirrup was noticed quite recently
among non-inventoried items kept in a box in the
Museum on which the word “Bribir” was written,
with no additional data. It has a markedly triangular
shape (fig. 3.1). On the upper end it finishes with a
plate of a flat pentagonal shape on which there is
an elongated rectangular slot through which to pull
the strap. In the place where the strap plate joins
with the arms of the stirrup are two expansions with
circular perforations. We assume that these have no
practical purpose, but are there merely to balance
the thickening at the end of the arms aesthetically.

kartonskoj kutiji u tzv. Marunovoj ku¢i (sl. 1). S
velikom vjerojatnoséu pretpostavljamo da ih je pri-
kupio Mate Zekan, izmedu 2006. i 2012. godine,
od privatnih kolekcionara koji detektorima za metal
pretrazuju brojna dalmatinska nalazista, pa tako i
Bribirsku glavicu. Okov je izraden od Zeljeza i la-
gano je konveksan. Jedan krak mu je djelomicno
odlomljen, a na ostalima su sacuvane zakovice (sl.
2) koje su, u kriznom rasporedu, spajale kozno re-
menje. Okov je s prednje strane ukraSen nizovima
usporednih ureza koji su postavljeni okomito na
krakove. U sredini se naslu¢uje ukras u obliku plit-
ke Cetverostrane piramide. Veli¢ina sacuvanog oko-
vaje 6,6 x 5,8 cm. Inv. br.: 18.201 MHAS — Zbirka
srednjovjekovnog oruzja i konjani¢ke opreme.

2. Zeljezni stremen uocen je nedavno medu ne-
inventiranim predmetima pohranjenima u jednoj
kutiji u Muzeju na kojoj je pisalo: ,,Bribir, bez do-
datnih podataka (sl. 3.1). Naglasenog je trokutastog
oblika. Na gornjem kraju zavr$ava plo¢icom spljo-
Stenoga peterokutnog oblika na kojoj je izduzena
pravokutna rupa za provlacenje remena. Na mjestu
gdje se plocica za remen spaja s krakovima streme-
na dva su proSirenja s kruznim perforacijama. Pret-
postavljamo da nemaju prakti¢nu namjenu, nego su
ondje postavljene tek kao estetski balans zadeblja-
nju pri dnu krakova. Desni krak mu je prelomljen po
sredini. GaziSte stremena je pravokutno raskovano i
blago izvinuto. Cijela vanjska strana stremena ukra-
Sena je tauSiranom, tankom, zlatnom i srebrnom Zi-
com (sl. 3.2). Tragovi ukraSavanja srebrnom Zicom
na krakovima su minimalno i samo mjestimi¢no
sacuvani, dok je finim, mrezastim, dijagonalno po-
stavljenim ornamentom u istom materijalu ukrase-
na vanjska strana raskovanoga gazista. Najslozeniji
ukras nalazi se na vanjskoj strani ploCice za remen?.
Sredi$nji motiv izveden je u srebru, a sastavljen je
od trokutaste forme koju tvore dva stilizirana pti¢ja
tijela bez glava. Na vrhu takvoga trokuta je okrunje-
na muska glava. Dio ukrasne kompozicije trokuta-
ste forme na plocici za remen su i dva nasuprotno
postavljena dugacka pruta s izvinutom volutom na
vrhu. I ti su izvedeni tauSiranom srebrnom zicom,
jednako kao i1 rubovi na svim perforacijama ploci-
ce. Ostatak plocice ispunjen je biljnim i vitiCastim
ornamentima izvedenim tehnikom tauSirane zlatne
zice. Ukupna visina stremena je 21,8 cm, najveca
Sirina 14,6 cm, a gaziste je raskovano u Sirini od 3,1

* Znalackim i strpljivim trudom ocistio ga je i uredio
muzejski restaurator/konzervator Dalibor Popovic.



sl. 4. Polovica ukrasenoga Zeljeznog buzdovana s
Bribira (foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 4 Half of an ornamented iron mace from Bribir
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg).

cm. Visina ukraSene ploéice je 6,5 cm, a §irina 6,3
cm. Inv. br.: 18.202 MHAS — Zbirka srednjovjekov-
nog oruzja i konjanicke opreme.

3. Polovica Zeljeznog buzdovana bez podataka o
okolnostima nalaza (sl. 4)°. Rupa za nasad drska je

3 Kratku obavijest o tome nalazu donosi M. Sijari¢ i

navodi da je rije¢ o bron¢anom primjerku uz pretpo-
stavku da je mladi od 11. stoljeca (usp. M. SIJARIC,
Hladno oruzje iz Bosne i Hercegovine u arheologiji
razvijenog i kasnog srednjeg vijeka. Sarajevo, 2014,
str. 257).
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The right arm is broken in the centre. The tread of
the stirrup is hammered out so as to be rectangu-
lar and slightly curved. The whole of the outside
of the stirrup is decorated with damascene work,
with fine gold and silver wire (sl. 3.2). Traces of
decoration with silver wire on the arms are minimal
and are only preserved in a few places, while the
external side of the wrought iron tread is decorated
with a fine, reticular, diagonally placed ornament in
the same material. The most complex decoration is
found on the outer side of the strap plate®. The cen-
tral motif'is made in silver, and composed of a trian-
gular shape created by two stylised (headless) bird
bodies. At the top of this triangle is a crowned male
head. Part of the decorative composition of the tri-
angular shape on the strap plate consists of two long
bands with a twisted volute at the top placed oppo-
site to each other. These two are done in damascene
work with silver wire, just like the edges on all the
perforations of the plate. The rest of the plate is
filled with plant and tendril ornaments done in da-
mascene work with gold wire. The overall height of
the stirrup is 21.8 cm, the maximum breadth is 14.6
cm, and the tread is wrought to a depth of 3.1 cm.
The height of the decorated plate is 6.5 cm, and its
width is 6.3 cm. Inv. no. 18.202 MHAS, Collection
of Medieval Weaponry and Cavalry Equipment. .

3. Half of an iron mace without any indication
of the circumstances of the find (fig. 4, 28.1)*. There
is a hole into which to insert the handle in the mid-
dle of a regular, cuboid, hollow body, from which
extrude four pyramidal peaks or knobs, one on each
side of the surface of the cube. All the outer sur-
faces of it are decorated with incised and gilt tendril
and plant ornaments. The damage to the pyramidal
points shows that it was used in martial combat. It is
sized 4.7 x 7.1 cm, and the reconstructed diameters
of the top and lower openings for the insertion of
the handle are 2.9 and 2.7 cm. Inv. no. 5632 MHAS
— Collection of Medieval Weaponry and Cavalry
Equipment.

4. Half of an iron mace without any data about

the circumstances of the find (fig. 5). The annular
2 Znalackim i strpljivim trudom odistio ga je i uredio
muzejski restaurator/konzervator Dalibor Popovic.

A short note about this find is given by M. Sijari¢ who
states that it is a bronze specimen, assumed to be later
than the 11th century (cf. M. SIIARIC, Hladno oruzje
iz Bosne i Hercegovine u arheologiji razvijenog i kas-
nog srednjeg vijeka. Sarajevo, 2014, p. 257).



sl. 5. Polovica Zeljeznog buzdovana s Bribira
(foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 5 Half an iron mace from Bribir
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg).

rimmed hole for fitting in the handle is in the mid-
dle of a hollow cuboid body that is attenuated on
the outer side at half the height. From the lateral
surfaces so formed spike pyramidal peaks, one on
each face. The considerable damaging of the tips
on all sides suggest it was frequently used in com-
bat. It is 3.9 x 6.4 cm in size, and the reconstructed
diameters of the top and bottom openings for the

sl. 6. Zeljezni buzdovan s Bribira (foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 6 Iron mace from Bribir
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg).

u sredini pravilnog, kubi¢nog, Supljeg tijela iz ko-
jega strSe Cetiri piramidalna vrha, sa svake boc¢ne
plohe kubusa po jedan. Sve vanjske povrSine su mu
ukraSene rovaSenim i potom pozla¢enim viticama
i biljnim ornamentima. OSte¢enost piramidalnih
vrhova pokazuje da je koriSten u borbenim suko-
bima. Veli¢ina mu je 4,7 x 7,1 cm, a rekonstruirani
promjeri gornjega i donjega otvora za nasad drSka
2,9 odnosno 2,7 cm. Inv. br.: 5632 MHAS — Zbirka
srednjovjekovnog oruzja i konjani¢ke opreme.

4. Polovica Zeljeznog buzdovana bez podataka
o okolnostima nalaza (sl. 5). Prstenasto obrubljena
rupa za nasad drka je u sredini Supljeg kubi¢nog
tijela koje se na pola visine, s vanjske strane suzava.
Iz tako oblikovanih bo¢nih povrSina strSe pirami-
dalni vrhovi, sa svake plohe po jedan. Znatna oSte-
¢enost vrhova na svim stranama ukazuje na to da je
¢esto koriSten u borbenim sukobima. Veli¢ina mu
je 3,9 x 6,4 cm, a rekonstruirani promjeri gornjega
i donjega otvora za nasad drSka iznose 2,1 odnosno
2,2 cm. Inv. br.: 8890 MHAS — Zbirka srednjovje-
kovnog oruzja i konjani¢ke opreme.

5. Zeljezni buzdovan bez podataka o okolno-
stima nalaza (sl. 6). U sredini ba¢vastoga tijela je



rupa za nasad drska, a iz njegovoga vanjskoga pla-
Sta strsi osam pera (rebara) koja se protezu cijelom
visinom tijela. Pera su u bazi §ira nego na zaoblje-
nom vrhu i blago su zarotirana u lijevo. Veli¢ina
buzdovana je 3,8 x 5,6 cm, promjer gornje rupe za
nasad drska je 2,2 cm, a donje 2,1 cm. Inv. br.: 6457
MHAS — Zbirka srednjovjekovnog oruzja i konja-
nicke opreme.

6. Ulomak zeljeznog buzdovana bez podataka o
okolnostima nalaza (sl. 7). Sa¢uvano mu je nesto
manje od polovine ba¢vastoga tijela na kojemu su
dva masivna pera, priblizno jednako $iroka u bazi i
pri vrhu. Ne protezu se cijelom visinom tijela nego
zavrSavaju oko pola centimetra prije donjega ruba.
Sudeéi prema sa¢uvanom ulomku, moze se pret-
postaviti da je buzdovan imao Sest pera. Veli¢ina
ulomka je 5,9 x 3,6 cm. Promjer rupa za nasad drska
tesko je odrediti. Inv. br.: 18.203 MHAS — Zbirka
srednjovjekovnog oruzja i konjani¢ke opreme.

Krizoliki okov

Ranosrednjovjekovnim krizolikim okovima od
konjske orme nedavno sam posvetio opSirniju ra-
spravu®. Tada iznijete pretpostavke i izvedene za-
kljucke i dalje u cijelosti podrzavam. Dapace, kada
je rije¢ o ninskom krizolikom okovu s nasuprotnim
glavama — o kojem sam tada raspravljao — danas
ih je moguce potkrijepiti novim podatcima koji mi
tada nisu bili dostupni, a nedavno su valorizirani na
izlozbi i u prate¢em katalogu CREDO — Christiani-
sierung Europas im Mittelalter®. Takvi su, primjeri-
ce, broncani, posrebreni okov 9. stoljeca iz Borkena
u Sjevernorajnskoj Vestfaliji (sl. 8.1) i zlatni privje-
sak 7. stoljeca iz Kenta u Engleskoj (sl. 8.2). Autori
katalo$kih jedinica pretpostavljaju da je ovdje rije¢
o predmetima na kojima su motivi inspirirani ranim
kr§¢anstvom®, no ja mislim da ih ikonografski ipak

4 A.MILOSEVIC, O izvornoj funkciji krizolikoga oko-
va sa Zdrijaca u Ninu, u: Munuscula in honorem Zelj-
ko Rapanié, (ur. M. Jurkovié, A. Milosevic), Zagreb
- Motovun - Split, 2012, str. 191-211. — A. MILOSE-
VIC, Tragovi starih vierovanja u kri¢anstvu ranoga
srednjeg vijeka. | Traces of Ancient Beliefs in Early
Medieval Christianity. Split, 2013, str. 90-120.

5 CREDO - Christianisierung Europas im Mittelalter,
(ur. Ch. Stigemann, M. Kroker, W. Walter), Bd. I-II,
Paderborn, 2013. Zbog nerazumijevanja teme i struc¢-
ne nekompetencije voditelja, u hrvatskome bloku na
toj izlozbi rezultat je potpuno izostao.

¢ CH. BEHR, Goldanhgénger aus Ash, u: CREDO, kat.
jed. 149, str. 198. — E. DICKMANN, Kreuzbeschlag,
u: CREDO, kat. jed. 379, str. 437.
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sl. 7. Ulomak zeljeznog buzdovana s Bribira
(foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 7 Fragment of an iron mace from Bribir
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg).

handle to fit in come to 2.1 and 2.2 c¢cm. Inv. no,
8890 MHAS — Collection of Medieval Weaponry
and Cavalry Equipment.

5. An iron mace without data about the circum-
stances of the find (fig. 6). In the centre of the bar-
rel-shaped body is a hole for the handle, and from
the outer edge rise eight ribs that stretch the whole
height of the body. The ribs are wider at the base
than at the rounded top, and are slightly left-rotated.
The dimensions of the mace are 2.8 x 5.6 cm, the
diameter of the upper hole for the handle is 21.2
cm and of the lower 2.1 cm. Inv. no. 6457 MHAS
— Collection of Medieval Weaponry and Cavalry
Equipment.



6. Fragment of an iron mace without data about
the circumstances of the find (fig. 7). A little less
than half of the barrel shaped body is preserved; on
the body are two very solid flanges, approximately
equally wide at the base and the top. They do not
extend the whole height of the body, but end around
half a centimetre before the bottom edge. Judging
from the extant fragment, it can be supposed that
it would have had six flanges. The size of the frag-
ment is 5.9 x 3.6 cm. The size of the hole for the
handle is hard to determine. Inv. no. 18.203 MHAS
— Collection of Medieval Weaponry and Cavalry
Equipment.

The cruciform mounting

We recently devoted a lengthy discussion to the
early medieval cruciform fastenings from horse har-
ness*. We stand by the premises and the assumptions
made at that time in their entirety. Indeed, as far as
the Nin cruciform mounting with opposite heads is
concerned, which was discussed at that time, today
they can be supported with new data that were not
then accessible, and have been recently evaluated at
the exhibition and in the accompanying catalogue
of CREDO — Christianisierung Europas im Mitte-
lalter’. Such are, for example, the bronze, silvered
mounting of the 9" century from Borken in north
Rhine Westphalia (fig. 8.1) and a gold pendant of
the 7™ century from Kent in England (fig. 8.2). The
authors of the catalogue entries assume that these
are objects in which the motifs are inspired by Early
Christianity®. However, we are of the opinion that in
terms of iconography they should be interpreted in
the same way as in our discussion of the cruciform
mounting from Nin. This particularly refers to the
depiction of the opposed heads on the Ash pendant

4 A. MILOSEVIC, O izvornoj funkciji krizolikoga
okova sa Zdrijaca u Ninu, in: Munuscula in honorem
Zeljko Rapanié, (ed. M. Jurkovi¢, A. Milosevi¢),
Zagreb - Motovun - Split, 2012, pp. 191-211. — A.
MILOSEVIC, Tragovi starih vierovanja u kri¢anstvu
ranoga srednjeg vijeka. | Traces of Ancient Beliefs in
Early Medieval Christianity. Split, 2013, pp. 90-120.

5 CREDO - Christianisierung Europas im Mittelalter,
(ed. Ch. Stigemann, M. Kroker, W. Walter), Bd. I-II,
Paderborn, 2013. Because of the failure to understand
and the professional incompetence of the person in
charge, the Croatian section at this exhibition was
completely ineffectual.

¢ CH. BEHR, Goldanhgénger aus Ash, in: CREDO, cat.
entry 149, p. 198. — E. DICKMANN, Kreuzbeschlag,
in: CREDO, cat. entry 379, p. 437.

sl. 8. Ranosrednjovjekovni predmeti s nasuprotnim
ljudskim licima: 1. Borken; 2. Ash (prema: CREDO).
fig. 8 Early medieval objects with opposed human
faces: 1. Borken; 2 Ash (after: CREDO).

treba protumaciti na nacin kako sam to ve¢ napra-
vio obradujuéi krizoliki okov iz Nina. To se poseb-
no odnosi na prikaz nasuprotnih glava na privjesku
iz Asha na kojemu su bradate glave s izrazito nagla-
Senim brkovima, §to je Cest likovni i ikonografski
predlozak za prikazivanje pretkr§¢anskih bogova u
europskom ranom srednjem vijeku, o ¢emu sam veé
pisao’. U katalogu izlozbe CREDO jo$ su dva pri-
mjera iz Norfolka, koji to dobro potvrduju®.
Krizoliki okov s Bribira, kojega ovdje objavlju-
jem, toj problematici ne donosi novosti, no vrijedno
ga je zabiljeziti jer doprinosi razumijevanju rano-
srednjovjekovnog horizonta na tome lokalitetu, i
to u onome njegovom dijelu koji nam je vrlo slabo
poznat. Oblikom i nacinom ukrasavanja blizak je
sli¢nim predmetima pronadenim na nekoliko sred-
njoeuropskih nalazista, a najblize analogije su mu
predmeti s dvaju lokaliteta u danasnjoj Sloveniji.
Na visinskom utvrdenom naselju Gradec kod Ve-
like Strmice pronaden je jedan oSte¢eni broncani
okov s tragovima pozlate (sl. 9.5), a Cetiri zeljezna
primjerka potjecu s Gradisc¢a kod Baslja (sl. 9.1-4)°.
Ove nalaze iz Slovenije autori tumace kao vi-
sokokvalitetne, pokositrene, zeljezne proizvode, a
u funkcionalnom smislu pretpostavljaju da su dio

7 A. MILOSEVIC, Tragovi starih vjerovanja, pogl. II1.
O motivu obrazina na ninskome ,krizi¢u”, str. 122-
133.

8 CREDO, kat. jed. 140a-b, str. 190-191.

Publicirani su u viSe navrata, a posljednji put sa sta-
rijom literaturom u: S. KARO - T. KNIFIC, Cross-
shaped Strap Dividers from Gradi$¢e hill above Ba-
Selj (Slovenia), u: Bojnd, 2: Nové vysledky vyskumov
véasnostredovekych hradisk, (ur. K. Pieta, Y. Robak),
Archaeologica Slovaca monographiae: Fontes 20, Ni-
tra, 2015, str. 219-232.



sl. 9. Krizoliki okovi konjske orme: 1-4. Gradisc¢e kod
Baslja; 5. Gradec kod Velike Strmice
(prema: S. Karo, T. Knific).
fig. 9 Cruciform mountings from horse’s harness:
1-4, Gradisce by Baslje; 5. Gradec by Velika Strmica
(after: S. Karo, T. Knific).

oglavlja konjske orme. Veliki broj Zeljeznih arte-
fakata koji su dio konjske orme i ratnicke opreme
— pronadeni na Gradi$¢u iznad Baslja — vjerojatno
podrazumijeva relativno jaki konjanicki vojni logor
koji se nalazio na toj utvrdi u ranosrednjovjekovnoj
Kranjskoj, u vrijeme franacke dominacije, u 9. i po-
cetkom 10. stoljeca.

Analogije za krizoliki okov s Bribira — doduse
viSe prema obliku, nego prema nacéinu ukraSavanja
— imaju i neki nalazi s podru¢ja danasnje Ceske i
Slovacke, odnosno s teritorija ranosrednjovjekov-
ne Moravske. I ti primjerci su ve¢inom datirani u
9. stolje¢e i dovode se u vezu s franackim utjeca-
jima (sl. 10)!°. Usporednim rebrima ukraseni su i
krakovi krizolikoga okova konjske orme 8. stoljeca
iz groba u Karllingu (sl. 11)", dok je primjerak iz
ranofranacke vile u Karlburgu bribirskome okovu
sli¢an samo oblikom, ali ne i na¢inom ukrasavanja
(sl. 12)=2.

0 Great Moravia and the Beginnings of Christianity.
(Ur. P. Koutil), Brno, 2014, str. 392-393. Prema tipo-
logiji koju je za velikomoravske primjerke razradila Z.
M¢échurova, bribirski okov bi pripadao tipu 14 (usp.:
Z. MECHUROVA, Sougésti uzdéni koné ve velko-
moravském obdobi, Archaeologia historica 9, Brno,
1984, str. 280-283, T. L.).

W F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten Jahrhunderts in
Deutschland. Berlin, 1967, str. 235, Taf. 12.8-9.

Eine Welt in Bewegung: Unterwegs zu Zentren des
frithen Mittelalters. (Ur. G. Eggenstein, N. Borste, H.
Zoller, E. Zahn Biemiiller), Paderborn - Wurzburg,
2008, str. 186-187, kat. jed. 36.3. Primjerak iz Karl-
burga datiran je u 7. — 8./9. stoljece.
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sl. 10. Krizoliki okovi konjske orme:
1-2. Olomouc; 3-5. Bojna (prema: Great Moravia and
the Beginnings of Christianity).
fig. 10 Cruciform mountings from horse’s harness:
1-2. Olomouc; 3-5. Bojna (after: Great Moravia and
the Beginnings of Christianity).

on which there are bearded heads with markedly
emphasised whiskers, which is a frequent artistic
and iconographic model for the depiction of the
pre-Christian gods in the European Early Middle
Age, concerning which we have already written’. In
the CREDO catalogue there are two examples from
Norfolk that give ample confirmation of this®.

The cruciform mounting from Bribir that is dis-
cussed in this publication brings no new informa-
tion for this problem area, but it is worth mention-
ing it for it contributes to the understanding of the
early medieval horizon at this site, indeed, in that
part of it which is very poorly known. In the shape
and manner of decoration it is close to similar ob-
jects found in a number of central European sites,
the closest analogy to it being objects from two
sites in what is today Slovenia. At a hill fort called
Gradec by Veilka Strmica a damaged bronze fitting
with traces of gilding was found (fig. 9.5), and four
iron specimens derive from Gradisce by Baslje (fig.
9.1-4).

7 A. MILOSEVIC, Tragovi starih vjerovanja, ch. II1. O
motivu obrazina na ninskome ,.kriziéu”, pp. 122-133.
8 CREDO, cat. entry 140a-b, pp. 190-191.
Published several times, the last time with the older
literature in: S. KARO - T. KNIFIC, Cross-shaped
Strap Dividers from Gradis¢e hill above Baselj
(Slovenia), in: Bojnd, 2: Nové vysledky vyskumov
vcasnostredovekych hradisk, (ed. K. Pieta, Y. Robak),
Archaeologica Slovaca monographiae: Fontes 20, Ni-
tra, 2015, pp. 219-232.



sl. 11. Krizoliki okov konjske orme iz Karlinga
(prema: F. Stein).
fig. 11 Cruciform mounting of horse’s harness from
Karling (after: F. Stein).

The authors interpret the finds from Slovenia as
high quality, tinned iron products, and hypothesise
that functionally they might be parts of the head-
piece of a horse’s accoutrements. The large number
of iron artefacts that are parts of harnesses and
warrior equipment found at Gradis¢e above Baslje
probably imply a relatively strong cavalry camp
that once lay in this fort in early medieval Carniola
at the time of Frankish domination, in the 9" and
carly 10" century.

Analogies for the cruciform mounting from
Bribir —although more with respect to the shape and
less for the manner of ornamentation — are found
in some finds from the area of today’s Czechia and
Slovakia, that is, from the lands of early medieval
Moravia. These examples too are mainly to be dat-
ed to the 9™ century and are connected with Frank-
ish influences (fig. 10)'°. And the arms of a cruci-
form mounting from harness of the 8" century from
a grave in Karlling are also decorated with paral-

10 Great Moravia and the Beginnings of Christianity.

(Ed. P. Koufil), Brno, 2014, pp. 392-393. According to
the typology worked out for Moravian examples by Z.
Meéchurova, the Bribir mounting would belong to Type
1A (cf.: Z. MECHUROVA, Sou¢asti uzdéni koné ve
velkomoravském obdobi, Archaeologia historica 9,
Brno, 1984, pp. 280-283, T. L.).

sl. 12. Krizoliki okov konjske orme iz Karlburga
(prema: Eine Welt in Bewegung).
fig. 12 Cruciform mounting of horse’s harness from
Karlburg (after: Eine Welt in Bewegung).

Rasprava o funkciji ovakvih krizolikih okova
jos nije zakljucena. Diskusija se uglavnom vodi oko
toga jesu li ovakvi okovi dio pojasne garniture za
noSenje maceva ili su dio oglavlja konjske orme®.
Analiziraju¢i ve¢ spomenuti krizoliki okov iz Nina,

13 Slovenski arheolozi zastupaju misljenje da su ovakvi
nalazi dio konjske orme (S. KARO, Oprema jaha-
¢a i konja s Gradisca nad Basljem, u: Dani Stjepana
Gunjace 2, (ur. T. Separovié, N. Uroda), Split, 2012,
str. 307-309. — S. KARO - T. KNIFIC, Cross-shaped
Strap, str. 229-230), dok je misljenje slovackih i Ces-
kih arheologa promjenjivo. Za konjsku ormu zalazu se
npr. K. BENDA, Karolinska slozka blatnického nale-
zu, Slovenska archeologia 11, 1963, str. 199-222. — Z.
MECHUROVA, Soudasti uzdéni kong, str. 280-281.
— S. UNGERMAN, Privletka s prodlouzenym kré-
kem z Dolnich Véstonic ,,Na piskach“. Pivod, funkce
a datovani jednoho typu kovani z raného sttedoveku,
Shornik praci Filozofické fakulty brnénské univerzity
10-11, Brnég, 2006, str. 117-141. D. Bialekova tumaci
da je tu rijec¢ o dijelu pojasne garniture (usp. D. BI-
ALEKOVA, Sporen von slawischen Fundplitzen in
Pobedim (Typologie und Datierung), Slovenskd arche-
ologia 25/1, Bratislava, 1977, str. 148-149. — D. BI-
ALEKOVA, Dévne slovanské kovagstvo, Ddvnoveké
umenie Slovenska 11, Bratislava, 1981, str. 70. — D.
BIALEKOV4, Zur Datierung archiologischer Quellen
vom Ende des 8. bis Mitte des 9. Jh. im nordlichen
Teil des Karpatenbeckens. u: Etnische und kulturelle
Verhdltnisse an der mittleren Donau vom 6. bis 11. Ja-
hrhundert, (ur. D. Bialekova, J. Zabojnik), Bratislava,
1996, str. 254. Kao dio pojasne garniture maca, doduse
s upitnikom, krizoliki okovi su protumaceni i nedavno
u: Great Moravia and the Beginnings of Christianity,
str. 392-393.



X

sl. 13. Mogu¢i nacin koristenja krizolikog okova na
konjskoj ormi.
fig. 13 A possible manner of using the cruciform
mounting on horse’s harness.

ja sam se, kao i veéina autora, opredijelio za drugu
mogucnost, pa pretpostavljam da je i u bribirskom
slu¢aju rije¢ o dijelu oglavlja konjske orme, pribliz-
no kako sam to pokuSao rekonstruirati crteZom na
sl. 1314,

1z svega $to sam ovdje iznio realno je pretposta-
viti da bribirski krizoliki okov kronoloski pripada
ranosrednjovjekovnoj bastini te da svjedoci vrijeme
u kojemu su Bribir i tadas$nja Hrvatska zivjeli i ra-
zvijali se na obodu Karolinskoga Carstva. To raz-
doblje i ti utjecaji na Bribirskoj glavici do sada su
se tek naslu¢ivali nalazom fragmentarnog srebrnog
denara Karla Velikoga'® i ponekog ulomka kamene
skulpture iz opreme tadasnjih crkava.

Stremen

Zeljezni ukrageni stremen je vrlo osebujan na-
laz. U zbirku Muzeja HAS prenijet je bez podataka
o kontekstu nalaza, a jedino §to je zapisano jest da
potjece s Bribira. U primorskom dijelu ranosrednjo-
vjekovne Hrvatske, stremeni su vrlo rijetki nalazi, a
uz ovaj bribirski primjerak, meni je poznat jos jedan
s Bribira kao i dva Zeljezna stremena pronadena na

4 A. MILOSEVIC, Tragovi starih vjerovanja, str. 99-
109, sl. 128.

T. SEPAROVIC, Nove spoznaje o nalazima ranosred-
njovjekovnog novca u juznoj Hrvatskoj, Starohrvat-
ska prosvjeta, ser. 3, sv. 30, Split, 2003, str. 127-129.
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lel ribs (fig. 11)", while an example from an early
Frankish villa in Karlburg is similar to the Bribir
mounting only in the shape, and not in the decora-
tive style (fig. 12)'2.

The debate about the function of suchlike cru-
ciform fittings is not yet concluded. The discussion
has on the whole being directed to whether such
fittings are part of belt furniture for buckling on
swords or whether they are part of the headgear of
horse harness'. In an analysis of the already men-
tioned cruciform fitting from Nin, like most au-
thors, we plumped for the second possibility, and
assume that in the Bribir case this is also part of the
headgear of a horse’s harness, more or less as we
have attempted to reconstruct it in the drawing in
fig. 134,

From everything we have put forward here, it
is realistic to conjecture that the Bribir cruciform

' F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten Jahrhunderts in

Deutschland. Berlin, 1967, p. 235, Taf. 12.8-9.

Eine Welt in Bewegung: Unterwegs zu Zentren des

[frithen Mittelalters. (Ed. G. Eggenstein, N. Borste, H.

Zoller, E. Zahn Biemiiller), Paderborn - Wurzburg,

2008, pp. 186-187, cat. entry 36.3. The Karlburg ex-

ample is dated to the 7" to 8 /9" century.

3 Slovene archaeologists represent the opinion that such
finds are part of the harness (S. KARO, Oprema jaha¢a
i konja s Gradisca nad Basljem, in: Dani Stjepana
Gunjace 2, (ed. T. Separovi¢, N. Uroda), Split, 2012,
pp. 307-309. — S. KARO - T. KNIFIC, Cross-shaped
Strap, pp. 229-230), while the thinking of Slovak and
Czech archaelogists is variable. For harness, the fol-
lowing opt. K. BENDA, Karolinska slozka blatnického
nalezu, Slovenska archeologia 11, 1963, pp. 199-222.
— Z. MECHUROVA, Sougasti uzdéni kong, pp. 280-
281. — S. UNGERMAN, Privlecka s prodlouzenym
krékem z Dolnich Véstonic ,,Na piskach®. Pavod,
funkce a datovani jednoho typu kovani z raného
sttedoveku, Sbornik praci Filozofické fakulty brnénské
univerzity 10-11, Brn¢, 2006, pp. 117-141. D. Biale-
kova says that it is part of the furniture of a belt (cf. D.
BIALEKOVA, Sporen von slawischen Fundplitzen in
Pobedim (Typologie und Datierung), Slovenska arche-
ologia 25/1, Bratislava, 1977, pp. 148-149. — D. BI-
ALEKOVA, Davne slovanské kovagstvo, Ddvnoveké
umenie Slovenska 11, Bratislava, 1981, p. 70. — D.
BIALEKOV4, Zur Datierung archidologischer Quellen
vom Ende des 8. bis Mitte des 9. Jh. im nordlichen Teil
des Karpatenbeckens. in: Etnische und kulturelle Ver-
héiltnisse an der mittleren Donau vom 6. bis 11. Jahr-
hundert, (ed. D. Bialekova, J. Zabojnik), Bratislava,
1996, p. 254. Recently, cruciform mountings were in-
terpreted, although with a question mark, as part of the
sword belt furniture in: Great Moravia and the Begin-
nings of Christianity, pp. 392-393.

4 A. MILOSEVIC, Tragovi starih vierovanja, pp. 99-
109, fig. 128.



mounting belongs chronologically to the early me-
dieval heritage and tells of the time in which Bribir
and the Croatia of that time developed at the rim
of the Carolingian Empire. There have been only
slight hints of this period and these influences at
Bribirska Glavica so far, with the finding of a silver
denarius of Charlemagne'® and the occasional frag-
ment of stone sculpture from the furnishing of the
churches of the time.

The stirrup

The decorated iron stirrup is a very particular
find. It was put into the collection of the MCAM
without any data about the context of the find; all
that was written was that it derived from Bribir. In
the coastal area of early medieval Croatia, stirrups
are a very rare find, and apart from this Bribir ex-
ample, we know of just one more from Bribir while
two iron stirrups were found at an early medieval
castrum in Podgradina, on the western edge of
Busko Blato [lake]'®. And the other Bribir find too
is unaccompanied by any ancillary archaeological
information. It was published in a short and general
text some thirty years ago'’, and from the photo-
graphs appended it can be seen that it belonged to
the form of round stirrup with a rectangular lug and
a wrought circular plate for the tread. The publica-
tion assumed justly that it belonged to types char-
acteristic of the 10" century (fig. 14)'. In the case
15 T. SEPAROVIC, Nove spoznaje o nalazima ranosred-
njovjekovnog novca u juznoj Hrvatskoj, Starohrvat-
ska prosvjeta, ser. 3, vol. 30, Split, 2003, pp. 127-129.
These are accidental finds uncovered as a result of
metal-detector searches. They were bought for the
MCAM in 2011, and a given as inv. no. 18.000 and
18.001 in the Collection of Weaponry and Military
Equipment. The size of the complete example is 16.3
x 11.3 cm, and that with a broken lug is 15.8 x 9.9 cm.
17 M. DRAGICEVIC, Metalni proizvodi, in: Bribir u
srednjem vijeku, (ed. A. Milosevi¢), Split, 1995, p.
76 with figure (inv. br. 9124 — Collection of Medieval
Weaponry and Cavalry Equipment, size 16.9 x 15.6
cm). In the inventory of MCAM, n. 8906 in the same
collection, it says that another stirrup was found in
Bribir, but in fact it was the hilt of a Gothic dagger.

A form that was more common in central and eastern
Europe (J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friihen Mit-
telalters in Ungarn. Vol. 1, Braunschweig, 1905, pp.
235-237. — A. RUTTKAY, Waffen und Reiterausriis-
tung des 9. bis zur ersten Hélfte des 14. Jahrhunderts
in der Slowakei, II, Slovenska Archeologia 24/2, Bra-
tislava, 1976, pp. 354-355, fig. 74, tip IV, 10. stoljece.
— A. H. KUPITMYHUKOB, Crapsoicenue ecaonuxa
u eepxogozo komsi na Pycu IX- XIII es. Mocksa,

sl. 14. Zeljezni stremen kruznoga oblika s Bribira
(foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 14 Circular iron stirrup from Bribir
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg).

B Yoy

sl. 15. Zeljezni stremeni iz Podgradine kod Livna
(foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 15 Iron stirrup from Podgradina near Livno
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg)

ranosrednjovjekovnom kastrumu u Podgradini, na
zapadnom rubu Buskoga blata!®. O drugom bribir-
skom nalazu takoder nemamo pratec¢ih arheoloskih
podataka. Kratkim i op¢enitim tekstom objavljen je

16 Rijeé je o slu¢ajnima nalazima kao rezultat pretraziva-

nja lokaliteta detektorom za metal. Za Muzej HAS su
otkupljeni 2011. godine, a u Zbirku oruzja i ratnicke
opreme zavedeni su pod inv. br. 18.000 i 18.001. Veli-
¢ina cjelovitijeg primjerka je 16,3 x 11,3 cm, a onoga
s prelomljenom usicom 15,8 x 9,9 cm.



prije tridesetak godina'’, a iz prilozene fotografije
vidljivo je da pripada obliku okrugloga stremena s
pravokutnom usicom i kruzno raskovanom ploci-
com za gaziste. Prilikom objave dobro je pretpo-
stavljeno da pripada tipovima karakteristicnim za
10. stoljece (sl. 14)!8. U slu¢aju stremena iz Busko-
ga blata (sl. 15), rije¢ je o jednostavnim, zeljeznim,
ovalnim stremenima kakvi su pronadeni na vise na-
laziSta u srednjoj Europi, prvenstveno u Karpatskoj
kotlini’®. Uglavnom se pripisuju kasnoavarskom
kulturnom horizontu i datiraju na kraj 8. ili pocetak
9. stolje¢a. S prostora danasnje Hrvatske izravne
analogije imaju u primjercima iz unistenih grobova
u Bogojevacima nedaleko od Dalja kod Osijeka®
i iz §ljunéare u Prelogu (sl. 16)?'. U savsko-drav-
skom medurjedju pronadeno je jos nekoliko istovre-
menih grobova u kojima su kao prilog takoder bili
kasnoavarski stremeni, no ti nemaju usice za remen

7 M. DRAGICEVIC, Metalni proizvodi, u: Bribir u
srednjem vijeku, (ur. A. MiloSevi¢), Split, 1995, str.
76 sa slikom (inv. br. 9124 — Zbirka srednjovjekovnog
oruzja i konjanicke opreme, veli¢ina mu je 16,9 x 15,6
cm). U inventaru Muzeja HAS, pod brojem 8906, u
istoj zbirci stoji da je na Bribiru naden jos$ jedan stre-
men, no tu je rijec o §titniku rukohvata gotickog bode-
za.
Rije¢ je o obliku koji je ¢e$¢i u srednjoj i isto¢noj
Europi (J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friithen Mitte-
lalters in Ungarn. Vol. 1, Braunschweig, 1905, str.
235-237. — A. RUTTKAY, Waffen und Reiterausrii-
stung des 9. bis zur ersten Hilfte des 14. Jahrhunderts
in der Slowakei, II, Slovenska Archeologia 24/2, Bra-
tislava, 1976, str. 354-355, sl. 74, tip IV, 10. stoljece.
— A. H. KUPITMYHUKOB, Cuapsowcenue ecaonuxa
u eepxogozo kousi ma Pycu IX- XIII 6s. Mocksa,
1973, str. 92, sl. 29, tip 1, 10. stoljece. — B. MOTOB,
Crpemenara Ha mnpaOwbirapute, Jobpyosxca 24-25,
Jo6puu-Cunrictpa, 2013, str. 125-134, gdje su datira-
ni u drugu polovinu 10. i prvu polovinu 11. stoljeca.
19 J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des frithen Mittelalters 1,
str. 217-242. — N. PROFANTOVA, Awarische Funde
aus den Gebieten nordlich der awarischen Siedlun-
gsgrenzen, u: Awarwen Forschungen, vol. 11, (ur. F.
Daim), Wien, 1992, str. 636-637.
Z. BOICIC, Pregled istrazivanja i rasprostranjenost
ranosrednjovjekovnih nalaza u istocnoj Slavoniji i Ba-
ranji, u: Arheoloska istrazivanja u istocnoj Slavoniji
i Baranji (Izd. HAD-a 9), (ur. N. Majnari¢-Pandzi¢),
Zagreb, 1984, str. 216, sl. 2.
21 7. TOMICIC, Rezultati ranosrednjovjekovnih arheo-
losklih istrazivanja u Medimurju i varazdinskoj regiji.
u: Arheoloska istrazivanja u sjeverozapadnoj Hrvat-
skoj (Izd. HAD-a 2), (ur. Z. Rapani¢), Zagreb, 1978,
str. 212, sl. 4.
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of the stirrup from Busko Blato (fig. 15), we are
confronted with a simple, iron, oval stirrup of the
kind found in several sites in central Europe, pri-
marily in the Carpathian basin'®. On the whole they
are ascribed to the late Avar cultural horizon and
are dated to the end of the 8" and the beginning of
the 9" century. There are direct analogies from to-
day’s Croatia in examples from devastated graves
in Bogojevci not far from Dalj near Osijek®® and
from gravel in Prelog (fig. 16)*'. In the Sava-Drava
inter-riverine area there are several other graves of
the same time that have been found in which there
are goods of late Avar stirrups, but these have no
lugs for the leathers at the top, but a rectangular
plate with a hole?, rather like the Bribir example.
An exception among the stirrups of this area is a
find from the site of Diven by Cirkovljani not far
from Prelog. During dredging for sand in the river
at this site, a grave was destroyed from which an

1973, p. 92, fig. 29, tip 1, 10™ century. — B. HOTOB,
Crpemenara Ha mnpaOwbarapure, Joopyooca 24-25,
Joopuu-Cuimiietpa, 2013, pp. 125-134, they are dated
to the second half of the 10™ and the first half of the
11" century.
9 J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friithen Mittelalters 1,
pp. 217-242. — N. PROFANTOVA, Awarische Funde
aus den Gebieten nordlich der awarischen Siedlungs-
grenzen, in: Awarwen Forschungen, vol. 11, (ed. F.
Daim), Vienna, 1992, pp. 636-637.
Z. BOICIC, Pregled istrazivanja i rasprostranjenost
ranosrednjovjekovnih nalaza u isto¢noj Slavoniji i
Baranji, in: Arheoloska istrazivanja u istocnoj Sla-
voniji i Baranji (Izd. HAD-a 9), (ed. N. Majnaric¢-
Pandzi¢), Zagreb, 1984, p. 216, fig. 2.
2 7. TOMICIC, Rezultati ranosrednjovijekovnih
arheolosklih istrazivanja u Medimurju i varazdinskoj
regiji. in: Arheoloska istrazivanja u sjeverozapadnoj
Hrvatskoj (Izd. HAD-a 2), (ed. Z. Rapanic), Zagreb,
1978, p. 212. fig. 4.
K. VINSKI GASPARINI - S. ERCEGOVIC, Ran-
osrednjovjekovno groblje u Brodskom Drenovcu,
Viesnik ArheoloSkog muzeja u Zagrebu, ser. 3, vol.
1, Zagreb, 1958, pp. 146, 155-156, T. IX/1-2, XII/1-
2, XII/1-2. — Hrvati i Karolinzi. Katalog. (Ed. A.
MiloSevi¢), Split, 2000, pp. 84-86, cat. entry II.2b-c,
II. 3b-c, II. 4b-c (graves 1, 3 and 14 from Brodski
Drenovac, early 9" century), p. 89, cat. entry II. 8a
(from a ruined grave in Bogojevci by Dalj, end of the
&M — early 9™ century), p. 110, cat. entry II. 56¢ (grave
4 from Kruge site in Zagreb, end of the 8" —carly 9*
century). For finds from Kruge, Zagreb, cf. also K, SI-
MONI, Zagreb i okolica u ranom srednjem vijeku in:
Arheoloska istrazivanja u Zagrebu i njegovoj okolici
(Izd. HAD-a 6), (ed. Z. Rapani¢), Zagreb, 1981, pp.
157-160, fig. 4/4.
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sl. 16. Kasnoavarski Zeljezni stremeni: 1-2. Bogojevci
kod Dalja; 3. Prelog (prema: Hrvati i Karolinzi).
fig. 16 Late Avar iron stirrups: 1-2. Bogojevci by Dalj;
3. Prelog (after: Hrvati i Karolinzi).

early Carolingian K-fype sword and one damaged
iron egg-shaped stirrup with a wrought tread and a
loop for the leather, placed at right angles to the arc
of the stirrup (fig. 17)%. This example, from the end
of the 8" and early 9" century, like the sword, be-
longs in the early Carolingian cultural circle, with
many analogies in the Germanic and Viking areas?.

A find of a pair of iron silver-damascened stir-
rups from the Sava-Drava inter-riverine area is in-

% 7. TOMICIC, Rezultati ranosrednjovjekovnih arhe-
olosklih istrazivanja u Medimurju, p. 212. — Z. TO-
MICIC, Prilog istrazivanju karolinikog oruzja u Me-
dimurju i varazdinskoj regiji, Starohrvatska prosvjeta,
ser. 3, vol. 14, Zagreb, 1984, pp. 216-223, fig. 6. — Hr-
vati i Karolinzi. Katalog, p. 100, cat. entry II. 28.

2 Cf for instance: F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten
Jahrhunderts, p. 85. — A. RUTTKAY, Waffen und Re-
iterausriistung des 9. bis zur ersten Hilfte des 14. Jahr-
hunderts in der Slowakei I, Slovenska archeologia
24/2, Bratislava, 1976, pp. 353-356. — W. A. SEABY
- P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups from England and
their Background, Medieval Archaeology 24, London,
1980, pp. 87-122. — M. SCHULZE DORRLAMM,
Untersuchungen zur Herkunft der Ungarn und zum
Beginn ihrer Landnahme im Karpatenbecken, Jahr-
buch des Romisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums
Mainz 35/2, Mainz, 1991, pp. 425-438. — S. KARO,
Die Typologie der frithmittelalterlichen Steigbtigel aus
slowenischen Fundorten, in: Zbornik na pocest Dariny
Bialekovej, (ed. G. Fusek), Nitra, 2004, pp. 165-173.
— N. GOSSLER, Die mittelalterlichen Steigbiigel aus
dem Berliner Bestand der Prussia-Sammlung (che-
mals Konigsberg/Ostpreuflen) - Studien zu Typologie,
Chronologie und Kulturgeschichte, Acta Praehistori-
ca et Archaeologica 45, Berlin, 2013, pp. 109-215.

sl. 17. Nalazi iz ranosrednjovjekovnoga groba s
polozaja Diven nedaleko od Preloga
(prema: Hrvati i Karolinzi).
fig. 17 Diven near Prelog, finds from the early
medieval grave (afrer: Hrvati i Karolinzi)

na vrhu, nego pravokutne plo¢ice s rupom?, sli¢no
kao i na bribirskom primjerku. Iznimka medu stre-
menima s toga prostora je nalaz s polozaja Diven
kraj Cirkovljana nedaleko od Preloga. Prilikom ek-
sploatacije rije¢nog pijeska na tome lokalitetu uni-
Sten je grob iz kojega je spasen ranokarolingki maé
tipa K 1 jedan oSteceni Zeljezni stremen jajolikog
oblika s raskovanim gazi§tem i om¢om za remen,

2 K. VINSKI GASPARINI - S. ERCEGOVIC, Ra-
nosrednjovjekovno groblje u Brodskom Drenovcu,
Vjesnik Arheoloskog muzeja u Zagrebu, ser. 3, sv. 1,
Zagreb, 1958, str. 146, 155-156, T. 1X/1-2, XII/1-2,
XII/1-2. — Hrvati i Karolinzi. Katalog. (Ur. A. Milo-
Sevic), Split, 2000, str. 84-86, kat. jed. II. 2b-c, II. 3b-
¢, II. 4b-c (grobovi 1, 3 i 14 iz Brodskoga Drenovca,
pocetak 9. stoljeca), str. 89, kat. jed. II. 8a (stremen
iz uniStenog groba u Bogojevcima kod Dalja, kraj 8.
— poc. 9. stoljeca), str. 110, kat. jed. II. 56¢ (grob 4 s
polozaja Kruge u Zagrebu, kraj 8. — poc. 9. stoljeca).
Za nalaze s polozaja Kruge u Zagrebu usp. i K. SI-
MONI, Zagreb i okolica u ranom srednjem vijeku, u:
Arheoloska istraZivanja u Zagrebu i njegovoj okolici
(Izd. HAD-a 6), (ur. Z. Rapani¢), Zagreb, 1981, str.
157-160, sl. 4/4.



okomito postavljenom na liik stremena (sl. 17)%.
Taj primjerak, s kraja 8. ili pocetka 9. stoljeca, kao
i mac, pripada ranokarolinskom kulturnom krugu s
brojnim analogijama na germanskom i vikin§kom
podrucju?.

Zanimljiv nalaz iz savsko-dravskog medurjecja
je 1 par Zeljeznih stremena tauSiranih srebrom (sl.
18). S jo§ desetak luksuznih predmeta, bili su dio
inventara iz jednoga ili dvaju konjanickih grobova,
uniStenih oko 1900. godine. Danas se nalaze u mu-
zeju u Budimpesti®®. Z. Vinski pretpostavlja da ih
treba datirati najranije u sredinu ili u drugu polo-
vinu 7. stolje¢a, odnosno u ,,srednju fazu avarske
dominacije“?. Upozoravajuéi na izuzetnu rijetkost
nacina ukrasavanja baranjskih stremena tausiranim
srebrom, raspravu o tom nalazu Vinski je ostavio
nedovrSenom. Upozorava da je rijec o tehnici koja
se u Karpatskoj kotlini vrlo rijetko upotrebljava, no

3 7. TOMICIC, Rezultati ranosrednjovjekovnih arheo-
losklih istrazivanja u Medimurju, str. 212. — Z. TO-
MICIC, Prilog istrazivanju karolingkog oruZja u Me-
dimurju i varazdinskoj regiji, Starohrvatska prosvjeta,
ser. 3, sv. 14, Zagreb, 1984, str. 216-223, sl. 6. — Hrvati
i Karolinzi. Katalog, str. 100, kat. jed. II. 28.

24 Usp. npr.: F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten Jahr-
hunderts, str. 85. — A. RUTTKAY, Waffen und Rei-
terausriistung des 9. bis zur ersten Hilfte des 14. Ja-
hrhunderts in der Slowakei I, Slovenskd archeologia
24/2, Bratislava, 1976, str. 353-356. — W. A. SEABY
- P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups from England and
their Background, Medieval Archaeology 24, London,
1980, str. 87-122. — M. SCHULZE DORRLAMM,
Untersuchungen zur Herkunft der Ungarn und zum
Beginn ihrer Landnahme im Karpatenbecken, Jahr-
buch des Romisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums
Mainz 35/2, Mainz, 1991, str. 425-438. — S. KARO,
Die Typologie der frithmittelalterlichen Steigbiigel aus
slowenischen Fundorten, u: Zbornik na pocest Dariny
Bialekovej, (ur. G. Fusek), Nitra, 2004, str. 165-173.
— N. GOSSLER, Die mittelalterlichen Steigbiigel aus
dem Berliner Bestand der Prussia-Sammlung (ehe-
mals Konigsberg/Ostpreufen) - Studien zu Typologie,
Chronologie und Kulturgeschichte, Acta Praehistori-
ca et Archaeologica 45, Berlin, 2013, str. 109-215.

% J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des fiiihen Mittelalters 2,
str. 844-846. — J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friihen
Mittelalters 3, Taf. 498-500 (cijeli nalaz), stremeni
na tabli 499/1-2. Pitanje je radi li se ovdje o grobnoj
cjelini ili o nalazima iz nekoliko uniStenih grobova.
Kvalitetni crtezi u: Z. TOMICIC, Panonski periplus.
Arheoloska topografija kontinentalne Hrvatske. Za-
greb, 1999, str. 227.

% Z. VINSKI, O nalazima 6. i 7. stoljeca u Jugoslaviji s
posebnim obzirom na arheolosku ostavstinu iz vreme-
na prvog avarskog kaganata, Opuscula archaeologica
3/1, Zagreb, 1958, str. 26, 30-31, T. X1/9-10.
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sl. 18. Par zeljeznih stremena tausiranih srebrom
iz Zmajevca u Baranji
(crtez: K. Ronéevi¢, prema: Z. Tomicic)
fig. 18 Pair of iron stirrups damascened with silver
from Zmajevac in Baranya

(drawing: K. Ronéevi¢, after: Z. Tomicic).

teresting (fig. 18). With ten more luxury items, they
were part of an inventory from one of two eques-
trian graves destroyed around 1900. Today they are
in a museum in Budapest®. Z. Vinski hypothesises
a date for them of, at the earliest, the middle or the
second half of the 7" century, that is, the “central
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phase of Avar domination”?. Having drawn atten-

tion to the exceptional rarity of the manner in which
these Baranya stirrups were damascened with sil-
ver, Vinski nevertheless left the discussion of the
find unfinished. He stated that this was a technique
that was used very seldom in the Carpathian basin,
but that it was very common in central Europe and
Scandinavia, mainly among equestrian requisites

23 J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friihen Mittelalters 2,
pp. 844-846. — J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friihen
Mittelalters 3, Taf. 498-500 (whole find), stirrups
on plate 499/1-2, It is questionable whether this is a
grave unit or finds from several ruined graves. Good
quality drawings in: Z. TOMICIC, Panonski periplus.
Arheoloska topografija kontinentalne Hrvatske. Za-
greb, 1999, p. 227.

Z. VINSKI, O nalazima 6. i 7. stoljec¢a u Jugoslaviji s
posebnim obzirom na arheolosku ostavstinu iz vreme-
na prvog avarskog kaganata, Opuscula archaeologica
3/1, Zagreb, 1958, pp. 26, 30-31, T. X1/9-10.



of the 7™ century, on bits and spurs?’. The find was
then discussed in greater detail and at greater length
by E. Garam, who on the whole supported Vinski’s
determination and dating of the culture and time?.
We would nevertheless observe that the technique
of damascening with silver and gold wire is not typ-
ical only of the 7" century for — primarily in cavalry
equipment — it was used in the later centuries of the
Middle Ages, as shown by finds from other parts
of Europe, and also from Dalmatia® and from what
was once the Duchy of Greater Moravia®. It is our
opinion then that the stirrups from Zmajevci, typo-
logically, can be compared with examples found in
the late Avar equestrian grave at the site of Kruge,
Zagreb, which puts them chronologically in the last
quarter of the 8" or in the early 9% century, but we
shall leave this debate for some other occasion.

On the whole, there is a widespread opinion
that the use of metal stirrups®!, with a reflex (com-
posite) arch, is the most important achievement in
the development of military strategy and warfare
on the medieval battlefield*>. An opposite opinion
is given by P. P. Azbelev, who assumes that in the
earliest phase of the existence of stirrups —which at
the beginning were created as a simple and practi-
cal seating for the feet of the rider — had no kind
of connections with pushing the state-of-the-art in
warfare. He thinks that they were originally just rid-

27 Z.VINSKI, O nalazima 6. i 7. stoljeca, p. 50, n. 157a.
2% F.S. GARAM, De Fund von Vérésmart im archiolo-
gischen Nachlal der Awarenzeit, Folia archaeologica
33, Budapest, 1982, pp. 187-212.
¥ Hrvati i Karolinzi. Katalog, pp. 216-217, cat. no. IV.
45 (iron spurs from grave 7 at Crkvinia in Biskupija),
p. 356-357, cat. no. IV. 260 (Zezevica sword). — A.
MILOSEVIC, Novi ma¢ iz Koljana u svjetlu kontaka-
ta s nordijskim zemljama u ranom srednjem vijeku,
Histria Antiqua 21, Pula, 2012, pp. 459-470.
Great Moravia and the Beginnings of Christianity, p.
344 (Mikul¢ice, K-swords), p. 369 (Mikul¢ice, spurs
with set), p. 373 (Ducove, spur), p. 374 (Preostéjov
stirrup with damascened arms) and other finds, mostly
from the 9™ century.
It is assumed that the prototypes of the metal spurs
might be similar artefacts made of organic material,
of wood, leather or rope; however, these materials by
their very nature could not have survived. This idea is
backed up by the fact that in many European languages
the concept of stirrup contains the original form of this
riding aid (cf. W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Vi-
king Stirrups, 89. — Z. TOMICIC, Prilog istrazivanju
karolinskog oruzja u Medimurju, p. 218, n. 36).
2. L. WHITE IJr., Medieval Technology and Social
Change. Oxford, 1962, p. 14-28.

30

31

da je vrlo Cesta u srednjoj Europi i Skandinaviji, i
to poglavito na jahaé¢im rekvizitima 7. stoljeca, na
zvalama i ostrugama?’. Nalaz je potom detaljnije i
opsirnije obradila E. Garam koja uglavnom podr-
zava kulturno i vremensko odredenje i dataciju Z.
Vinskoga?. Ja bih ga ipak primijetio da tehnika
ukraSavanja tausiranom zlatnom i srebrnom Zicom
nije svojstvena samo za 7. stoljece jer se — prven-
stveno na konjanickoj opremi — koristi i u mladim
stolje¢ima srednjega vijeka, kako to pokazuju nala-
zi iz drugih dijelova Europa, a takoder iz Dalmaci-
je* te s prostora nekadasnje Velikomoravske Kne-
zevine®®. Stoga je moje misljenje da se stremeni iz
Zmajevca, u tipoloskom smislu, mogu usporedivati
i s primjercima pronadenim u kasnoavarskom ko-
njani¢kom grobu na lokalitetu Kruge u Zagrebu, §to
ih kronoloski smjesta u zadnju ¢etvrtinu 8. i pocetak
9. stoljeca, no tu raspravu ostavljam za neku drugu
prigodu.

Opcenito se drzi da je upotreba metalnih stre-
mena®!, uz refleksni (kompozitni) lik, najvaznije
postignuce u razvoju vojne strategije i tehnike ra-
tovanja na srednjovjekovnom boji§tu*’. Oprecno
misljenje iznosi P. P. Azbelev koji pretpostavlja da
su u najranijoj fazi svog postojanja stremeni — koji
su u pocetku nastali kao jednostavno i prakti¢no le-
ziSte za nogu konjanika — nisu imali nikakve veze

27 Z. VINSKI, O nalazima 6. i 7. stoljeca, str. 50, bilj.
157a.
% E.Sz. GARAM, De Fund von Vérdsmart im archiolo-
gischen Nachla3 der Awarenzeit, Folia archaeologica
33, Budapest, 1982, str. 187-212.
¥ Hrvati i Karolinzi. Katalog, str. 216-217, kat. br. TV.
45 (zeljezne ostruge iz groba 7 na Crkvini u Biskupiji),
str. 356-357, kat. br. IV. 260 (ma¢ iz Zezevice). — A.
MILOSEVIC, Novi ma¢ iz Koljana u svjetlu konta-
kata s nordijskim zemljama u ranom srednjem vijeku,
Histria Antiqua 21, Pula, 2012, str. 459-470.
Great Moravia and the Beginnings of Christianity, str.
344 (Mikulcice, K-macevi), str. 369 (Mikulcice, ostru-
ga s garniturom), str. 373 (Ducove, ostruga), str. 374
(Preost&jov, stremen s tauSiranim krakovima) i drugi
nalazi, sve uglavnom iz 9. stoljeca.
Pretpostavlja se da su prototipovi metalnih stremena
mogli biti sliéne izradevine od organskih materijala,
drva, koze ili uzeta, no zbog trosnosti tih materijala
nisu se mogli sacuvati. Ovo se misljenje potkrjepljuje
¢injenicom da se u mnogim europskim jezicima pod
pojmom stremena krije upravo izvorni oblik ovog
jahac¢eg pomagla (usp. W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFI-
ELD, Viking Stirrups, 89. — Z. TOMICIC, Prilog istra-
zivanju karolinskog oruzja u Medimurju, str. 218, bilj.
36).
32 L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology and Social Chan-
ge. Oxford, 1962, str. 14-28.
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sl. 19. Stremeni na spomenicima prvoga milenija: 1. Pakistan (prema: I1. II. A36eneB); 2. Indija (prema: II. I1.
Asbenen); 3. Xi’ana u pokrajini Shaanxi u Kini (prema: W. Menghin); 4. Sargatka u Rusiji (prema: G. Laszl6); 5.
oblast Perm u Rusiji (prema: A. Milo$evi¢); 6. Valencija — Bibliothéque municipale (crtez: N. Simundi¢ Bendi¢,
prema: M. Schulze Dorrlamm); 7. S. Ambrogio u Milanu (prema: https://piccolenote.ilgiornale.it); 8. Zlatni
psaltir iz S. Gallena (prema: A. H. KupnuaHukoB).
fig. 19 Stirrups on monuments from the first millennium: 1. Pakistan (after: I1. I1. A36eneB); 2. India
(after: I1. I1. A3Genes); 3. Xi’ana in the province of Shaanxi in China (after: W. Menghin); 4. Sargatka in Russia
(after: G. Laszl0); 5. district of Perm in Russia (after: A. MiloSevi¢); 6. Valencia — Bibliotheque municipale
(drawing: N. Simundi¢ Bendi¢, after: M. Schulze Dérrlamm); 7. S. Ambrogio in Milan (after: https:/piccolenote.
ilgiornale.it); 8. Golden Psalter of S. Gallen (after: A. H. Kuprinuuukos).

s unaprjedenjem ratovanja. On pretpostavlja da su
oni izvorno bili samo jahacki pribor za aristokraci-
ju, tj. da je rije¢ o konjanic¢koj opremi koja je bila
strana nomadskoj tradiciji*3. Navodi primjere proto-
stremena koji sezu u prva stolje¢a nove ere, npr. na
pecatu iz Pakistana iz 1. stolje¢a ili na bronc¢anoj
vazi iz doline Kullu na sjeveru Indije iz 3. stoljeca
(sl. 19.1-2)*.

33

I1. TI. A3BEJIEB, Eme pa3 o paHHuUX cTpeMeHax, u:
Poccuiickuil apxeonoeuyeckuii excecoonux 4, CaHkr-
IerepOypr, 2014, str. 297-322, donosi nekoliko spo-
menika na kojima je vidljiva vrlo rana upotreba stre-
mena medu azijskim narodima. Navodi primjere ,,pro-
to-stremena“ koji sezu u prva stolje¢a nove ere (npr.
na pecatu iz Pakistana iz 1. stoljeca, str. 304, sl. 6 ili na
broncanoj vazi iz doline Kullu na sjeveru Indije iz 3.
stoljeca, str. 305, sl. 7).

Oba predmeta nalaze se u British Museumu. Usp. I1.
I1. ABBEJIEB, Ewie pa3 o paHHHX cTpeMeHax, za pecat
iz Pakistana str. 304, sl. 6, a za vazu iz Indije str. 305,
sl. 7. — L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, str. 15.
bilj. 1, sumnja u autenti¢nost vaze iz Indije.
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ing tack for the aristocracy, i.e., that this was eques-
trian equipment that was foreign to the nomad tradi-
tion*. He gives examples of proto-stirrups that go
back to the first century CE, for example, on a seal
from Pakistan of the 1 century, or on a bronze vase
from the valley of Kullu in northern India of the 3%
century (fig. 19.1-2)*.

33 TI. T1. ABBEJIEB, Eme pa3 o paHHHX CTpeMeHax, in:

Poccutickuti apxeonoeuueckuii excecoonux 4, CaHKT-

IerepOypr, 2014, pp. 297-322, gives several monu-

ments on which it is possible to see the very early

use of stirrups among the Asian peoples. Reference is
made to examples of “proto-stirrups” that go back to
the first century CE (for example, from a seal from Pa-
kistan of the 1% century, p. 304, fig. 6 or from a bronze

vase from the Kullu valley in northern India of the 3%

century, p. 305, fig. 7).

3 Both objects are in the British Museum. Cf. 1. TI.
A3BEJIEB, Eme pa3 o panHux ctpemenax, for the seal
from Pakistan p. 304, fig. 6, and for the vase from In-
dia p. 305, fig. 7. — L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technol-
ogy, p. 15. n. 1 doubts the authenticity of the Indian
vase.



Archaeologists and historians have long debated
and wondered about its origin. On the whole, the
opinion prevails that the stirrup was first used by
the Chinese and other nomadic nations in the Asian
steppes as early as the 5" century (fig. 19, 3-5)* and
that it was brought to Europe by the Avars in the last
decades of the 6" and early 7" century*. Proponents
of the Avar theory build this assumption on the fact
that in several cases stirrups were found in the Avar
graves along with coins from the Byzantine emper-
ors Justinian (518-527) and Phocas (602-610). Af-
ter the Avars had conquered the Carpathian basin,
for some time, a new territorial unity was created, a
certain social and economic coherence and stability

35 The oldest note of the use of stirrups in Chinese sources

goes back to 477 (cf. L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technol-
ogy, p- 15. — A. H. KUPIIMYHUKOB, Cuapsorcenue
6cadHuxa u 6epxooco xkoms, p. 83-84). Also coming
from Asia are very old depictions of a war horse with
stirrups. On a relief from the mausoleum of Emperor
T’ai Cong, from the 7™ century (not far from Xi’ana in
the Shaanxi province) a nomad warrior is carved, with
a well equipped horse; cf. W. MENGHIN, Die Lango-
barden - Archdologie und Geschichte. Stuttgart, 1985,
pp. 86-87, fig. 77. — I. BONA, Ungars Volker im 5.
und 6. Jahrhundert, in: Germanen, Hunen und Awaren.
Schdtze der Volkerwan- derungseit, (ed. W. Menghin,
T. Springer, E. Wamers), Niirnberg, 1987, pp. 126-129.
In this very realistic depiction it is easy to recognise a
deep saddle with ring and stirrups, harness for the sapi
and the beast part of the horse and metal-fitted harness
with bit and reins on his head. Coparing this depiction
with data obtained from archaeological excavations —
primarily in the Carpathian basin — Menghin ventures
that this is a depiction that might be very close to the
appearance of an Avar cavalryman. J. Hampel thought
something similar when several decades ago he dis-
cussed the equipment of the nomadic cavalry and as
an illustration provided a relief from a silvered post-
Sassanid bowl of the 7™ century, which was found in
the pre-Ural Russian district of Perm (see: J. HAM-
PEL, Alterthiimer des friihen Mittelalters 1, 272-273,
fig. 646). — G. LASLO, Stepenvolker und Germanen.
Kunst der Volkerwanderungseit. Budapest, 1970, p.
73, fig. 34. For more of this see in: A. MILOSEVIC,
Tragovi starih vjerovanja, pp. 44-45, fig. 52, pp. 106-
107, fig. 113.

3% F. CURTA, Three earliest Avar-age stirrups, or the
“stirrup controversy“ revisited, in: The Other Europe
in the Middle Ages. Avars, Bulgars, Khazars, and Cu-
mans, (ed. F. Curta, R. Kovalev), Leiden - Boston,
2008, pp. 297-326. — F. CURTA, Horsemen in Fronts
or Peasants in Villages? Remarks on the Archaeology
of Warfare in the 6™ to 7" ¢. Balkans, in: War and War-
fare in Late Antiquity, (ed. A. Sarantis, N. Christie),
Leiden - Boston, 2013, pp. 809-850.

Arheolozi i povjesniari dugo raspravljaju i
dvoje o njegovom podrijetlu. Uglavnom prevladava
misljenje da su stremen prvi upotrebljavali Kinezi
i drugi nomadski narodi u azijskim stepama ve¢ u
5. stoljecu (sl. 19.3-5)* te da su ga na europsko tlo
donijeli Avari u zadnjim desetlje¢ima 6. i pocetkom
7. stoljeca®. Pobornici avarske teorije tu pretpo-
stavku grade na ¢injenici da su u nekoliko slu¢ajeva
stremeni u avarskim grobovima nadeni uz novac
bizantskih careva Justinijana (518. — 527.) i Foke
(602. — 610.). Naime, avarskim osvajanjem Kar-
patske kotline stvoreno je, za neko vrijeme, novo
teritorijalno jedinstvo i odredena drustveno-eko-
nomska koherentnost i stabilnost koja je periodicki
pogodovala njihovim intenzivnijim kontaktima sa

35 Najstarija biljeSka o upotrebi stremena u kineskim
izvorima seze u 477. godinu (usp. L. WHITE Jr., Me-
dieval Technology, str. 15. — A. H. KUPITMYHUKOB,
CHapsadiceHue 6caOHUKa U 6epPX06020 KOHA, Str. 83-84).
1z azijskih prostora potjecu i vrlo stari likovni prikazi
ratni¢koga konja sa stremenima. Na reljefu s mauzo-
leja kineskog cara T’ai Conga, iz sredine 7. stoljeca
(nalazi se nedaleko Xi’ana u pokrajini Shaanxi), iskle-
san je nomadski ratnik s dobro opremljenim konjem,
usp. W. MENGHIN, Die Langobarden - Archdologie
und Geschichte. Stuttgart, 1985, str. 86-87, sl. 77. —
I. BONA, Ungars Volker im 5. und 6. Jahrhundert,
u: Germanen, Hunen und Awaren. Schdtze der Vol-
kerwan- derungszeit, (ur. W. Menghin, T. Springer, E.
Wamers), Niirnberg, 1987, str. 126-129. Na tome vrlo
realisticnom prikazu jasno je raspoznatljivo duboko
sedlo s kolanom i stremenima, orma za sapi i prsni
dio konja te okovano remenje sa zvalama i uzdama
na njegovoj glavi. Usporedujudi taj prikaz s podatcima
dobivenim arheoloskim istrazivanjima — prvenstveno
u Karpatskom bazenu — Menghin pretpostavlja da je
rije¢ o prikazu koji bi mogao biti vrlo blizak izgledu
avarskog konjanika. Sli¢no je razmisljao i J. Hampel
kada je prije vise desetljeca raspravljao o opremi no-
madskih konjanika te je kao ilustraciju donio reljef
s jedne posrebrene postsasanidske zdjele 7. stoljeca,
koja je pronadena u preduralskoj ruskoj oblasti Perm
(vidi: J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friihen Mittelal-
ters 1,272-273, sl. 646). — G. LASZLO, Stepenvolker
und Germanen. Kunst der Volkerwanderungszeit. Bu-
dapest, 1970, str. 73, sl. 34. O tome vidi i u: A. MILO-
SEVIC, Tragovi starih vjerovanja, str. 44-45, sl. 52,
str. 106-107, sl. 113.

3% F. CURTA, Thee carliest Avar-age stirrups, or the
“stirrup controversy revisited, u: The Other Euro-
pe in the Middle Ages. Avars, Bulgars, Khazars, and
Cumans, (ur. F. Curta, R. Kovalev), Leiden - Boston,
2008, str. 297-326. — F. CURTA, Horsmen in Fronts or
Peasants in Villages? Remarks on the Archaeologz of
Warfare in the 6™ to 7" c¢. Balkans, u: War and Warfare
in Late Antiquity, (ur. A. Sarantis, N. Christie), Leiden
- Boston, 2013, str. 809-850.



susjedima®’. Takoder se pretpostavlja da su ta osva-
janja pokrenula novu seobu Langobarda prema za-
padu, tako i prijenos stremena kao vaznoga dijela
konjanicke ratni¢ke opreme, §to je potvrdeno nala-
zima stremena u langobardskim grobovima u Italiji
i istovremenim bajuvarskim nalazima u juznoj Nje-
mackojs.

Druga grupa stru¢njaka, inspirirana tekstom
L. Whitea®, istice znacaj bizantskog miljea kao
posrednika koji je prakticnu upotrebu stremena
iz Azije, preko Arapa, najprije integrirao u svoje
konjani$tvo, a potom ju je, preko oblasti sjeverno
od Crnoga mora, prenio u konjani¢ku opremu eu-
ropskih ratnika*. No arheolo$ki argumenti, koji se

37 1. BONA, Neue Nachbarn im Osten. Die Awaren, u:
Die Bajuvaren. Von Severin zu Tassilo 488-788, (ur.
H. Dannaheimer, H. Dopsch), Miinchen - Salzburg,
1988, str. 108. Upravo stremeni ukazuju na moguénost
prozimanja kultura u Sirokoj zoni od isto¢énomerovin-
skih podrucja pa do Karpatske kotline, na kraju 6. i u
7. stolje¢u. Takoder, izmijeSanost drugih arheoloskih
nalaza u objema tim zonama, pretpostavlja i zakljucak
da su u to vrijeme robe i ljudi slobodnije cirkulirali.
U nekim podruéjima to je rezultiralo gotovo potpunim
restrukturiranjem gospodarskih sustava, a djelomi¢no
(na regionalnoj razini) i izmjenom autohtonoga geno-
ma lokalnog stanovnistva, pogotovo nakon (ne uvijek
mirne) integracije razli¢itih kultura i etnic¢kih skupina.
O tome vidi u: V. LA SALVIA, Germanic populations
and Steppe people (An example of the integration of
material cultures. The diffusion of the Stirrup in the ea-
stern Merovingian area), Chronica 11, Szeged, 2012,
str. 88-95. Ovakvim generalnim zakljuécima mozda
se moze objasniti i neobi¢ni nalaz srebrom tausiranog
para stremena u Zmajevcu u Baranji (vidi bilj. 24-27).

% L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, str. 23. — D.
CSALLANY, Archéologische Denkmiler der Awa-
renzeit in Mitteleuropa: Schriftum und Fundorte. Bu-
dapest, 1956, str. 77-220. — V. LA SALVIA Germanic
populations, str. 78-95 (opSirnija lit. u bilj. 3).

¥ L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, str. 14-28.

% Cs. BALINT, Byzantinisches zur Herkunfsfrage des
vielteigen Giirtels, u: Kontakte zwischen Iran, Byzanz
und der Steppe im 6.-7. Jahrhundert, (ur. Cs. Balint),
Varia Archaeologica Hungarica 10, Budapest, 2000,
str. 99, 101-104, 120-21, 136-38, bilj. 117-127. — Cs.
BALINT, Zur Geschichte und Archiologie der oste-
uropdischen Reiterhirten im Frithmittelalter, u: Rei-
tervolker aus dem Osten. Hunnen und Awaren, (ur. F.
Daim), Bad Véslau, 1996, str. 202-204. — Cs. BALINT,
Uber die Datierung der osteuropiischen Steppenfunde
des frithen Mittelalters (Schwierigkeiten und Mogli-
chkeiten), Mittelungen des archdologische Insitut der
Ungarische Akadamie des Wissenschaften 14, Buda-
pest, 1985, str. 137-47. — Cs. BALINT, Die Archdo-
logie der Steppe. Steppenvilker zwischen Wolga und
Donau von 6. bis 9. Jahrhunderts. Wien - K6ln, 1989.
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that from time to time favoured them having more
vigorous contacts with their neighbours®’.

It is also supposed that these conquests set off a
new migration of the Langobards to the west, and
thus the transfer of the stirrup as an important part
of the accoutrements of the cavalry, as confirmed
by finds of stirrups in Langobard graves in Italy and
contemporaneous Bavarian finds in southern Ger-
many?*.

A different group of experts, inspired by the
book of L. White*’, point to the importance of the
Byzantine milieu as a mediator that first of all inte-
grated the practical use of the stirrup — from Asia
via the Arabs — into its own cavalry, and then, via

7 1. BONA, Neue Nachbarn im Osten. Die Awaren, in:
Die Bajuvaren. Von Severin zu Tassilo 488-788, (ed. H.
Dannaheimer, H. Dopsch), Miinchen - Salzburg, 1988,
p. 108. It is stirrups that indicate the ability for cultures
to have been mutually assimilated over a wide area
from the eastern Merovingian areas to the Carpathian
basin at the end of the 6™ and in the 7" century, Also,
the mingling of other archaeological finds in both of
these zones suggests the conclusion that at that time
there was a free circulation of goods nad people. In
some areas this resulted in an almost total restructur-
ing of economic systems, and partially (at the regional
level) in the modification of the indigenous genome of
the local people after the not always peaceful integra-
tion of various cultures and ethnic groups. For more
see in: V. LA SALVIA, Germanic populations and
Steppe people (An example of the integration of mate-
rial cultures. The diffusion of the Stirrup in the eastern
Merovingian area), Chronica 11, Seged, 2012, pp. 88-
95. Suchlike general conclusions may serve to explain
the uncommon find of a silver damascened pair of stir-
rups in Zmajevac in Baranya. See n. 24-27).

3% L.WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology,p.23.—D.CSAL-
LANY, Archéologische Denkmdler der Awarenzeit
in Mitteleuropa: Schriftum und Fundorte. Budapest,
1956, pp. 77-220. — V. LA SALVIA Germanic popula-
tions, pp. 78-95 (more extensive lit. in n. 3).

3 L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, pp. 14-28.

% Cs. BALINT, Byzantinisches zur Herkunfsfrage des
vielteigen Giirtels, in: Kontakte zwischen Iran, Byzanz
und der Steppe im 6.-7. Jahrhundert, (ed. Cs. Balint),
Varia Archaeologica Hungarica 10, Budapest, 2000,
pp. 99, 101-104, 120-21, 136-38, n. 117-127. — Cs.
BALINT, Zur Geschichte und Archiologie der osteu-
ropdischen Reiterhirten im Frithmittelalter, in: Reit-
ervolker aus dem Osten. Hunnen und Awaren, (ed. F.
Daim), Bad Voslau, 1996, pp. 202-204. — Cs. BALINT,
Uber die Datierung der osteuropiischen Steppenfunde
des frithen Mittelalters (Schwierigkeiten und Mogli-
chkeiten), Mittelungen des archdologische Insitut der
Ungarische Akadamie des Wissenschaften 14, Buda-
pest, 1985, pp. 137-47. — Cs. BALINT, Die Archdol-
ogie der Steppe. Steppenvélker zwischen Wolga und



the themes north of the Black Sea, transmitted it to
the cavalry equipment of European men-at-arms*.
But the archaeological support put forward as con-
firmation of such an opinion is not entirely con-
vincing, for the earliest, and key, finds, on which
such assumptions can be built, come from mixed
archaeological contexts that do not permit any sim-
ple classification and identification, because of the
diverse cultural influences present in these units*.
The hypothesis of a Byzantine origin for the stirrup
would tend to be supported by the fact that from
that milieu came the oldest information about this
part of horse tack, and in two places it is mentioned
in the Strategikon, the authorship of which is as-
cribed to Emperor Maurice (582-602). According to
the writing of Emperor Leo VI (886-911) we know
that in his age the stirrup was part of the standard
equipment of Byzantine heavy cavalry*.

On the basis of available data, it is still difficult
to draw a generally acceptable conclusion about the
origin of the stirrup in Europe. Both theories, the
Avar and the Byzantine, rely on indirect or dubi-
ous evidence, because of which their conclusions
are untrustworthy. Most probably, as already stat-
ed in the literature, the introduction of the stirrup
into Europe should be explained as the result of a
long process in which new technologies in mili-
tary equipment were applied, and, as a result, in the
techniques of warfare. It is also completely certain
that the process started in the 4™ or 5% century, in
distant Asia, and that through the several ages, not
only the Avars might have taken part in it, but also
the Byzantines and the Arabs*.

Whatever the case may be, it seems incontesta-
ble today that stirrups came into wide use in Europe
at the turn of the 7% / 8" century. Such an opinion
is based on findings of several cavalry graves from
the Germanic area, but it is still unsettled whether
they were plunder or gifts from the Avar Khanate,

Donau von 6. bis 9. Jahrhunderts. Vienna-Cologne,
1989.

4 V. LA SALVIA, Germanic populations, pp. 78-79.

42 L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, pp. 20, 26.

# B. S. BACHARACH, A picture of Avar-Frankish
Warfare from a Carolingian Psalter of the Early Ninth
Century in Light of the Strategikon, Archivum Eura-
sie Medii Aevi 4, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 5-27. — B.
GENITO, Sepolture con cavallo da Vicenne (CB): un
rituale nomadico di origine centroasiatica, in: / Con-
gresso Nazionale di Archeologia Medievale, Pisa, 29-
31 maggio 1997, (ed. S. Gelichi), Florence, 1997, p.
287.

iznose kao potvrda takvom misljenju, nisu u potpu-
nosti uvjerljivi jer najraniji i kljuéni nalazi, na ko-
jima se mogu graditi takve pretpostavke, dolaze iz
mjeSovitih arheoloskih konteksta koji ne dopustaju
jednostavnu klasifikaciju i identifikaciju zbog razli-
¢itih kulturnih utjecaja prisutnih u tim cjelinama*!.
Pretpostavci o bizantskom podrijetlu stremena ide
na ruku i ¢injenica da upravo iz te sredine dolazi i
najstariji podatak o tom dijelu konjske opreme, a na
dvama mjestima je zabiljeZen u Strategikonu, &ije
se autorstvo pripisuje bizantskom caru Mauriciju
(582. — 602.). Prema pisanju cara Lava VI. (886.
— 911.) znamo da stremeni u njegovo doba ulaze
u standardnu opremu teskoga bizantskog konjanis-
tva®,

Na temelju dostupnih podataka, jo$ uvijek je,
dakle tesko izvuéi opceprihvatljiv zakljuc¢ak o po-
drijetlu stremena u Europi. Obje teorije, i avarska
i bizantska, oslanjaju se na neizravne ili upitne do-
kaze, zbog ¢ega su im i zakljucci nevjerodostojni.
Najvjerojatnije bi, kako je ve¢ iznijeto u literaturi,
uvodenje i razvoj stremena u Europi trebalo tuma-
¢iti kao rezultat dugog procesa u kojemu su pri-
mjenjivane nove tehnologije u vojnoj opremi, pa
posljedicno i u nacinu ratovanja. Uz to je sasvim
izvjesno da je taj proces zapoceo u 4. ili 5. stoljecu,
u dalekoj Aziji te da su u njemu kroz nekoliko vje-
kova, osim Avara, mogli sudjelovati drugi narodi i
kulture, pa tako i Bizantinci i Arapi®.

Bilo kako bilo, danas se ¢ini nespornim da stre-
meni u Siru upotrebu u Europi ulaze na prijelazu
iz 7. u 8. stoljece, a takvo miSljenje oslanja se na
nalaze nekoliko konjani¢kih grobova s germanskog
podrugja, no i dalje stoji otvoreno pitanje je li tu ri-
je€ o plijenu ili poklonu iz Avarskoga Kaganata, ili
pak o imitacijama koje su nastale kao posljedica Ce-
stih kontakata s Avarima*. Napokon, L. White Jr.,

4 V. LA SALVIA, Germanic populations, str. 78-79.

4 L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, str. 20, 26.

4 B. S. BACHARACH, A picture of Avar-Frankish
Warfare from a Carolingian Psalter of the Early Ninth
Century in Light of the Strategikon, Archivum Eurasie
Medii Aevi 4, Wiesbaden, 1984, str. 5-27. — B. GENI-
TO, Sepolture con cavallo da Vicenne (CB): un rituale
nomadico di origine centroasiatica, u: I Congresso Na-
zionale di Archeologia Medievale, Pisa, 29-31 maggio
1997, (ur. S. Gelichi), Florence, 1997, str. 287.

4 W. WECK, Die Alamannen in Wiirttemberg, Germa-
nische Denkmdler der Volkerwanderungszeit 1, Ber-
lin, 1931, str. 75. — H. MULLER KARPE, Gréber der
Urnenfelder - und Friihhallstattkultur aus der Gegend
von Marburg, u: Hessische Funde von der Altsteinzeit



nakon krace analize, zakljucuje da stremeni u §iru
upotrebu u zapadnoj Europi ulaze u prvoj polovini
8. stoljeca, u doba Karla Martela (718. — 741.)%, §to
djelomi¢no potvrduju i arheoloski nalazi*’. Reorga-
nizacijom franackog konjanistva u ranokarolinsko
doba, a pod utjecajem Vikinga od kraja 8. stolje-
¢a%, stremeni postupno ulaze u opéu upotrebu $to je
dokazivo brojnim arheoloskim nalazima u raznim
europskim zemljama, a takoder i prvim likovnim
izvedbama. Kao najraniji takvi prikazi u europskoj
umjetnosti najéesce se navode dva konjanicka mo-
tiva na zlatnom oltaru crkve S. Ambrogio u Mila-
nu iz oko 840. godine (sl. 19.7) i nekoliko sitno-
slikarskih izvedbi u Zlatnom psaltiru iz samostana
S. Gallen iz druge polovine 9. stolje¢a (sl. 19.8)*,
Ovim likovnim izvedbama moze se dodati i mini-
jatura iz jedne ranosrednjovjekovne Apokalypse, iz
prve tre¢ine 9. stoljeca, koja prikazuje ratnika koji,
s nogama umetnutim u stremene, jase fantasticnu
zivotinju (sl. 19.6). S obzirom na to da je taj rukopis
je iz prve treéine 9. stoljeca, to je, za sada, ujed-
no i najraniji prikaz upotrebe stremena u europskoj
umjetnosti®.

bis zum friithen Mittelalter, Schriften zur Urgeschichte.
Hessisches Landesmuseum Kassel 2, (ur. H. Miller
Karpe), Marburg, 1949, str. 29-45. — L. WHITE Jr.,
Medieval Technology, str. 23-25.

4 L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, str. 27. — W. A.
SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, str. 89.
Iznose se arheoloski dokazi da je stremen prvi put u
velikoj mjeri i usvojen u opseznoj reorganizaciji me-
rovinske vojske u prvoj polovini 8. stoljea te da je
upotreba stremena doprinijela pobjedi Karla Martela
nad muslimanskim snagama u Poitiersu.

4% W.A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, str.
89. —F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten Jahrhunderts,
str. 85.

47 W.A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, str.
89-94.

“® L. WHITE IJr, Medieval Technology, str. 26.
— C. HAHN, Narrative on the Golden Altar of
Sant’ Ambrogio in Milan: Presentation and Reception,
Dumbarton Oaks Papers 53, Washington, 1999, str.
167-187. — J. HUBERT - J. PORCHER - W. F. VOL-
BACH, L’Empire carolingien. Paris, 1968, str. 240-
246.

4 Valencija - Bibliothéque municipale, Ms. 99, fol.
19r za §to usp.: M. SCHULZE DORRLAMM, Zwei
ungewohnliche Bronzeschliissel der Karolingerzeit
- ein Amulettschliissel aus Mainz und ein ,,Petruss-
chliissel” aus Alzey, u: Grosso Modo - Quellen und
Funde aus Spdtantike und Mittelalter: Festschrift fiir
Gerhard Fingerlin zum 75. Geburtstag, (ur. N. Krohn,
U. Koch), Forschungen zu Spdtantike und Mittelalter
1,Weinstadt, 2012, str. 193-194, sl. 3.
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or perhaps imitations, which were created as a re-
sult of frequent contacts with the Avars*. Finally,
L. White, after a brief analysis, concludes that stir-
rups came into wide use in Western Europe in the
first half of the 8" century, in the Charles Martel
period (718-741)%, which is partially confirmed by
archaeological finds**. When the French cavalry
was reorganised in the early Carolingian period,
under the impact of the Vikings, from the end of the
8t century®’, stirrups gradually came into general
use, as shown by many archaeological finds in vari-
ous European countries, and also in the first visual
performances. The earliest such depictions in Euro-
pean art, it is often said, are two equestrian motifs
on the golden altar of St Ambrose’s in Milan, from
about 840 (fig. 19.7) and several miniatures in the
Golden Psalter from the monastery of St Gallen of
the second half of the 9" century (fig. 19.8)*. To
these visual productions we can add a miniature
from an early medieval Apocalypse from the first
third of the 9™ century, showing a warrior who was
riding a fantastic animal, his feet in stirrups (fig.
19.6). Since this manuscript is from the first third
of the 9™ century, it is also one of the earliest depic-
tions of the use of the stirrup in European art®.

“ W. WECK, Die Alamannen in Wiirttemberg, Germa-
nische Denkmdler der Vélkerwanderungseit 1, Ber-
lin, 1931, p. 75. — H. MULLER KARPE, Griber der
Urnenfelder - und Friihhallstattkultur aus der Gegend
von Marburg, in: Hessische Funde von der Altsteinzeit
bis zum frithen Mittelalter, Schriften zur Urgeschichte.
Hessisches Landesmuseum Kassel 2, (ed. H. Miiller
Karpe), Marburg, 1949, pp. 29-45. — L. WHITE Jr.,
Medieval Technology, pp. 23-25.

4 L. WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology, p. 27. — W. A.
SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, p. 89.
Archaeological evidence is adduced for stirrups first
being used on a large scale and adopted in a big reor-
ganisation of the Merovingian army in the first half of
the 8™ century and that the use of the stirrup contrib-
uted to the victory of Charles Martel over the Muslim
forces at the Battle of Poitiers (Tours).

4 W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, p.
89. —F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten Jahrhunderts,
p- 85.

7 W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, pp.
89-94.

®  L.WHITE Jr., Medieval Technology,p.26.—C. HAHN,

Narrative on the Golden Altar of Sant’Ambrogio in

Milan: Presentation and Reception, Dumbarton Oaks

Papers 53, Washington, 1999, pp. 167-187. — J. HU-

BERT - J. PORCHER - W. F. VOLBACH, L’Empire

carolingien. Paris, 1968, pp. 240-246.

Valencija - Bibliotheque municipale, Ms. 99, fol. 19r

for which cf.: M. SCHULZE-DORRLAMM, Zwei
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The numbers of stirrups found in European and
Central Asian sites and their diversity long ago in-
clined experts to deal with their typological clas-
sification and chronological determination, and on
some occasions with an attempt to group them cul-
turally and regionally. Sometimes there has been an
attempt, by the study of this kind of find, to explain
possible cultural and mercantile contacts, as well
frequent military clashes to which were connected
the displacements of different ethnic groups that
were associated with a given type of stirrup.

A key contribution to these endeavours was
made by great experts and honoured precursors of
the turn of the 19" and 20™ centuries, A. Schlieben,
Z. Schile, R. Forrer and J. Hampel® and on the basis
of their work by P. Reinecke, E. M. Jope and L. T.
White Jr.3!. From the second half of the 20" century
the literature about these issues has increased enor-
mously, on the whole respecting the regional prin-
ciple as the beginning of the debate. Thus, along
with a large number of discussions published about
individual finds, there have been studies of exam-
ples of stirrups from England®?, from the Germanic
and Scandinavian area®, from Transylvania®, from

ungewohnliche Bronzeschliissel der Karolingerzeit
- ein Amulettschliissel aus Mainz und ein ,,Petruss-
chliissel” aus Alzey, in: Grosso Modo - Quellen und
Funde aus Spdtantike und Mittelalter: Festschrift fiir
Gerhard Fingerlin zum 75. Geburtstag, (ed. N. Krohn,
U. Koch), Forschungen zu Spdtantike und Mittelalter
1,Weinstadt, 2012, pp. 193-194, fig. 3.

0 A. SCHLIEBEN, Geschichte des Steigbiigel, An-
nalen des Vereinsfur Nassauische Altertumskunde
und Geschichisforschung 24, Wiesbaden, 1892. — R.
ZSCHILLE - R. FORRER, Die Steigbiigel in ihrer
Formen- Entwicklung. Caracterisierung und Datirung
der Steigbiigel unserer Culturvolker. Berlin, 1896, (re-
print). — J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des fiiihen Mittel-
lalters, Vol. 1, pp. 217-242.

S P. REINECKE, Zur Geschichte des Steigbtigels, Ger-
mania 17/3, Berlin, 1933. pp. 220-222. — E. M. JOPE,
Agricultural Implements, in: The Mediterranean Civi-
lizations and the Middle Ages, (ed. Ch. Singer, E. J.

Holmyard, A. R. Hall, T. I. Williams), 4 History of

Technology 2, Oxford, 1956, pp. 81-102. — L. WHITE
Jr., Medieval Technology, pp. 1-38.

2 W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, pp.
87-122.

% N. GOSSLER, Die mittelalterlichen Steigbiigel, p.
109-215. — N. GOSSLER, Reiter und Ritter — For-
menkunde, Chronologie, Verwendung und gesells-
chaftliche Bedeutung des mittelalterlichen Reitzube-
hérs aus Deutschland. Schwerin, 2011, pp. 145-146.
— N. GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche Waffen und Reit-
zubehorfunde aus dem Berliner Bestand der Prussia-

Brojnost i raznovrsnost stremena pronadenih na
velikom broju europskih i prednjoazijskih nalazi-
§ta ve¢ je davno nagnala struénjake da se pozabave
njihovim tipoloskim razvrstavanjem i kronoloskim
odredenjem, a u odredenim prilikama i pokuSajem
njihovoga kulturnog i regionalnog grupiranja. Po-
nekad se nastojalo, prou¢avanjem upravo te vrste
nalaza, objasnjavati i moguce kulturne i trgovacke
kontakte, a nerijetko i ratne sukobe uz koje su bila
povezana pomjeranja razli¢itih etnic¢kih skupina
koje su bile nositelji odredenog tipa stremena.

Kljuéni doprinos u tim nastojanjima dali su veli-
ki stru¢njaci i nasi ¢asni prethodnici s kraja 19. i po-
Cetka 20. stoljeca, A. Schlieben, Z. Schile, R. Forrer
i J. Hampel® i na njihovim zasadama P. Reinecke,
E. M. Jope i L. T. White Jr.>!. Od druge polovine
20. stoljeca pa do danas literatura o tim pitanjima
se umnogostruéila, uglavnom postujuci regionalni
princip kao pocetak rasprave. Tako su, pored veli-
kog broja objavljenih rasprava o pojedina¢nim na-
lazima, obradeni primjerice stremeni iz Engleske®,
s germanskog i skandinavskog prostora®, iz Tran-
silvanije™, iz srednjeg Podunavlja®, iz Poljske®® i

50 A. SCHLIEBEN, Geschichte des Steigbiigel, Annalen
des Vereinsfur Nassauische Altertumskunde und Ges-
chichisforschung 24, Wiesbaden, 1892. — R. ZSCHI-
LLE - R. FORRER, Die Steigbiigel in ihrer Formen-
Entwicklung. Caracterisierung und Datirung der Ste-
ighbiigel unserer Culturvolker. Berlin, 1896, (reprint).
— J. HAMPEL, Alterthiimer des friihen Mittellalters,
Vol. 1, str. 217-242.

st P. REINECKE, Zur Geschichte des Steigbuigels, Ger-
mania 17/3, Berlin, 1933. str. 220-222. — E. M. JOPE,
Agricultural Implements, u: The Mediterranean Civi-
lizations and the Middle Ages, (ur. Ch. Singer, E. J.
Holmyard, A. R. Hall, T. I. Williams), 4 History of Te-
chnology 2, Oxford, 1956, str. 81-102. — L. WHITE Jr,,
Medieval Technology, str. 1-38.

2 'W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, str.
87-122.

5% N. GOSSLER, Die mittelalterlichen Steigbtigel, str.

109-215. —N. GOSSLER, Reiter und Ritter — Formen-

kunde, Chronologie, Verwendung und gesellschaf-

tliche Bedeutung des mittelalterlichen Reitzubehors

aus Deutschland. Schwerin, 2011, str. 145-146. — N.

GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche Waffen und Reitzu-

behorfunde aus dem Berliner Bestand der Prussia-Sa-

mmlung (ehemals Konigsberg/Ostpreulen) und ihre

Beziehung zu Skandinavien, Acta Praehistorica et

Archaeologica 46, Berlin, 2014, str. 1-26.

E. GALL, An attempt to classify the stirrups dating

from the 10" century and the first quarter of the 11"

century in the Transylvanian Basin, the Crisana/Par-

tium and the Banat with an outlook to the Carpathian

Basin, u: Warriors, Weapons and harnes from the 5"-
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prednjoazijskih (ruskih) prostora®’, protobugarski
stremeni®®, stremeni s podru¢ja Slovenije*’, s po-
drugja Velikomoravske Knezevine®...
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10™ centuries in the Carpatian Basin, (ur. C. Cosma),
Clyj - Napoca, 2015, str. 355-406.

CS. BALINT, Die Archiologie der Steppe, u:
Steppenvélker zwischen Volga und Donau vom 6. bis
zum 10. Jahrhundert, (ur. F. Daim), Wien - K6In - B6-
hlau, 1989. — M. SCHULZE DORRLAMM, Untersu-
chungen zur Herkunft der Ungarn, str. 425-438, popis
nalazista na str. 470-471.

D. NOWAKOWSKA CWETSCH, Strzemiona z te-
renu Polski (do XIV wieku): proba typologii, Swia-
towit 35, Warszawa, 1986, str. 65-81. — W. SWIETO-
SEAWSKI, Strzemiona Sredniowieczne z ziem Polski.
L6dz, 1990, o podrijetlu i tipologiji stremena na str.
20-33.

Ruska literatura o stremenima ranoga srednjeg
vijeka je kao stepa, vrlo prostrana i nesagledi-
va. U cijelom tom prostranstvu upozoravamo na:
A. H. KUPIIMYHUKOB, Crapsowcenue 6cadnuxa
u eepxosoeo Kows, str. 83-116, sl. 65-68. — A. K.
AMBPO3, Ctpemena u cénia paHHETO CPETHEBEKOBBS
Kak XxpoHonoruueckuid mokazarens (IV-VIII BB.),
Cogemckas apxeonoeus 4, Mocksa, 1973, str. 81-86.
— C. B. HEBEPOB, Crpemena Bepxuero ITpno0ss
B VII-XII BB. (kmaccuduKkaiusi W THIIOJOTHS), U:
Chapsioicenue 6epx08o2o Komsi Ha Anmae 6 paunem
JicenesHomM  @eke U cpedHegeKogve, ANTaNCKHi
rocylapcTBeHHbI yHuBepcuteT, bapnayn, 1998, str.
129-151. — A. KPBITAHOB, BocrouHoeBponeiickue
KOYEBHHYECKHE CTpeMeHa BTopi monoBuHBI VII-X
BB., BecmHnux Xapvkoeckozo yuusepcumema, 343,
HCTOpHS, BBIIL, 23, XapbkoB, 1989, str. 92-121.

B. IOTOB, Crpemenara Ha npabsiarapure, str. 125-
134, s tipologijom stremena bizantskoga podrijetla od
7. do 11. stolje¢a u Bugarskoj. Zanimljivi su tausira-
njem ukraseni stremeni iz Varne, danas u Arheolos-
kom muzeju u Sofiji, datirani na kraj 8. 1 9. stoljece,
str. 131, sl. 8. — B. MOTOB, OrHocHO JIATUPOBKATa
Ha cOopHara Haxonka ot CtpexeBo, buroncko,
u: Ilpobnemu Ha npabvaeapckama ucmopus u
xymmypa 42, Codus, 2007, str. 173-182. — II. B.
KPACHJIBHUKOB, K Bomipocy o Tamonoruu cTpeMsia
C MaMSTHUKOB PaHHEOYJIrapcKOTO BpeMeHH, u: Tpyoul
Kamckoti apxeonozo-smuozpaguueckori sxcneduyuu,
Mepwms, 2012, str. 360-367.

S. KARO, Die Typologie der frithmittelalterlichen
Steigbiigel aus slowenischen, str. 165-173.

A. RUTTKAY, Waffen und Reiterausriistung des 9. bis
zur ersten Hélfte des 14. Jahrhunderts in der Slowa-
kei II, Slovenska archeologia 24/2, Bratislava, 1976,
str. 353-356. — Z. MECHUROVA,Timeny a jiné
soudésti sedla z &asné stiedovékého obdobi, Casopis
Moravského muzea v Brné 68, Brno, 1983, str. 61-87.
— A. BARTOSKOVA, Slovanské depoty Zeleznych
predméta v Ceskoslovensku, Studie archeologického
ustavu Ceskoslovenské akademie Véd, Praha, 1986. —
M. SCHULZE DORRLAMM, Untersuchungen zur
Herkunft der Ungarn, str. 425-438.

sl. 20. Vikinski stremeni iz Engleske
(prema: W. A. Seaby, P. Woodfield).

fig. 20 Viking stirrups from England
(after: W. A. Seaby, P. Woodfield).

the central Danube valley®, from Poland®® and the
central Asian (Russian) space®’, of proto-Bulgari-
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Sammlung (ehemals Konigsberg/Ostpreu3en) und
ihre Beziehung zu Skandinavien, Acta Praehistorica
et Archaeologica 46, Berlin, 2014, pp. 1-26.

E. GALL, An attempt to classify the stirrups dating
from the 10™ century and the first quarter of the 11™
century in the Transylvanian Basin, the Crisana/Par-
tium and the Banat with an outlook to the Carpathian
Basin, in: Warriors, Weapons and Harness from the
5h-10™ centuries in the Carpathian Basin, (ed. C. Cos-
ma), Cluj - Napoca, 2015, pp. 355-406.

CS. BALINT, Die Archéologic der Steppe, in:
Steppenvélker zwischen Volga und Donau vom 6. bis
zum 10. Jahrhundert, (ed. F. Daim), Wien - Kdln -
Béhlau, 1989. — M. SCHULZE DORRLAMM, Unter-
suchungen zur Herkunft der Ungarn, pp. 425-438, list
of sites on pp. 470-471.

D.NOWAKOWSKA CWETSCH, Strzemiona z terenu
Polski (do XIV wieku): proba typologii, Swiatowit 35,
Warsawa, 1986, pp. 65-81. — W. SWIETOSLAWSKI,
Strzemiona sredniowiecne z ziem Polski. 1.6dz, 1990,
on the origin and typology of stirrups on pp. 20-33.
Russian literature about the stirrups of the Early Mid-
dle age is like the steppes in its vastness and immen-
sity. In the whole of this great expanse, we would men-
tion: A. H. KUPTIMYHUKOB, Crapsaswcenue ecaonuxa
u 6epxosoeo Kowus, pp. 83-116, figs. 65-68. — A. K.
AMBPO3, Crpemena u céaia paHHETO CPEeTHEBEKOBSI
Kak Xxponoyiorndeckuii mokasarens (IV-VIII BB.),
Cogemckas apxeonozus 4, Mocksa, 1973, pp. 81-86.
— C. B. HEBEPOB, Crpemena Bepxuero IIpno0bs
B VII-XII BB. (kmaccudukanmusi ¥ THIIOIOTHS), in:
CHapssicenue 6epxo6oeo Kkomsi Ha Anmae @ panmem
cpeonesekogve,  ANTalCKUI
rocy1apcTBeHHbI yHUBepcuTeT, bapnayn, 1998, pp.
129-151. — A. KPBITAHOB, BoctounoeBpomneiickue

HCENIEZHOM  6€Ke U
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an stirrups™®, stirrups from Slovenia® and Greater
Moravia®...

Not a single one of these discussions of typol-
ogy and chronology of medieval stirrups, selected
and relevant to our discussion though they are®!,
gives a simple answer to the question of the type
and time to which the specimen from Bribir might
belong. Still, with an analysis of individual details,
which are referential for typological determination,
our opinion is that it can be discussed as a product
of the Early Middle Age. The markedly triangular
shape is an important marker from this point of
view. Such shapes on the whole belong to the early
medieval period, from the end of the 8" to the end
of the 9™ century, and have been found in a string
of sites, from the Steppes to Western and Northern
Europe®. On them there are on the whole mainly

KOYEBHHMYECKUE CcTpemMeHa BTopi mnojoBuHbl VII-X
BB., Becmmnux Xapvkosckoeo ynugepcumema, 343,
UCTOPHUS, BHIIL., 23, Xapskos, 1989, pp. 92-121.

B. MOTOB, Crpemenara Ha npabsirapure, pp. 125-

134, with a typology of stirrups of Byzantine origin

from the 7" to 11™ century in Bulgaria. There are

interesting damascened stirrups from Varna, today
in the Archaeological Museum in Sofia, dated to

the end of the 8" and the 9" century, p. 131, fig. 8.

— B. IOTOB, OtHocHo JaTupoBKaTta Ha cOopHara

Haxonka ot CrpexeBo, butoincko, in: [Ipobnemu Ha

npabvacapckama ucmopus u xyimypa 42, Codus,

2007, pp. 173-182. — II. B. KPACUJIbHUKOB,

K BoOmpocy O THIONOTMU CTPeMsH C MaMsSTHUKOB

paHHEOyNTapckoro BpemeHw, in: Ipyoder Kamcroi

apxeonoeo-smuozpagpuuecxori  dxcneduyuu, Ilepms,

2012, pp. 360-367.

% §. KARO, Die Typologie der friihmittelalterlichen
Steigbiigel aus slowenischen, pp. 165-173.

% A. RUTTKAY, Waffen und Reiterausriistung des 9.
bis zur ersten Halfte des 14. Jahrhunderts in der Slow-
akei I, Slovenska archeologia 24/2, Bratislava, 1976,
pp. 353-356. — Z. MECHUROVA, Timeny a jiné
soucasti sedla z ¢asné stredovékého obdobi, Casopis
Moravského muzea v Brne 68, Brno, 1983, pp. 61-87.
— A. BARTOSKOVA, Slovanské depoty Zeleznych
predmétt v Ceskoslovensku, Studie archeologického
ustavu Ceskoslovenské akademie Véd, Praha, 1986. —
M. SCHULZE DORRLAMM, Untersuchungen zur
Herkunft der Ungarn, pp. 425-438.

81 See n. 49-59. The main reference indicators for their
typological determination are the basic shape of the
stirrups, the appearance of the lugs or plates with a
hole through which to draw the leathers and the form
of the wrought tread. Not a single one of these indica-
tors is specific for just one type, for they are used in
variations and combinations.

2 C. B. HEBEPOB, Crpemena Bepxuero IIpro6ss, p.
130 (Class I, types I and 2). — N. GOSSLER, Die mit-
telalterlichen Steigbiigel, pp. 114-116, 127-130 (Type
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Ni jedna od ovdje odabranih i za nas relevan-
tnih tipolosko-kronoloskih rasprava o stremenima
srednjega vijeka®! ne pruza jednostavan odgovor na
pitanje kojem tipu i kojem vremenu bi mogao pri-
padati primjerak s Bribira. Ipak, analizom pojedinih
detalja, koji su referentni za tipolo§ko odredenje,
moje je misSljenje da se o njemu moZze raspravlja-
ti kao o proizvodu ranoga srednjeg vijeka. Izrazito
trokutasti oblik je vazan pokazatelj u tom smislu.
Takvi oblici uglavnom pripadaju ranome srednjem
vijeku, od kraja 8. do kraja 9. stoljeca, a pronade-
ni su na nizu lokaliteta od ruskih stepa do zapadne
i sjeverne Europe®. Na njima su pretezito plo¢ice
s rupom za remen, sa zemljopisno najblizim ana-
logijama u ranokarolin§kim stremenima iz Slove-
nije®. Raskovano gazi$te im je ravno ili konkavno
i konveksno savinuto. Vazan detalj na stremenu s
Bribira su zadebljanja pri dnu krakova, na spoju s
ravnim raskovanim gaziStem, §to je svojstveno sje-
vernoeuropskim nalazima 10. i pocetka 11. stoljeca
(sl. 20)%. U tipoloskom smislu bribirski stremen na-
glasenog trokutastog oblika, u odnosu na europske
primjere, pokazuje jednostavniju formu, §to moze
biti razlog za njegovu raniju dataciju. Okrugle rupi-
ce na spoju krakova stremena i plocice za remen su
bez analogija medu srednjovjekovnim primjercima.

Specifi¢nost bribirskog stremena je i njegova
ukraSenost. [zvorno mu je bila ukraSena cijela vanj-
ska strana, donja strana gaziSta i plocica za remen.
Ukras s krakova je gotovo u potpunosti otpao i sa-
¢uvan je tek u tragovima. Dade se naslutiti da je bio

1 Vidi bilj. 49-59. Glavni referentni pokazatelji za nji-
hovo tipolosko odredenje su osnovni oblik stremena,
izgled usice ili plocice s rupom za provlacenje remena
i forma raskovanoga gazista. Pri tome ni jedan od ovih
pokazatelja nije specifican za jedan tip jer se koriste u
raznim varijantama i kombinacijama.

62 C. B. HEBEPOB, Crpemena Bepxuero I1pno6ssi, str.
130 (razred I, tip 1 1 2). — N. GOSSLER, Die mittelal-
terlichen Steigbiigel, str. 114-116, 127-130 (tip A I).
— N. GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche Waffen, str. 2-5. —
W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, str.
87-122.

63 §. KARO, Die Typologie der frithmittelalterlichen
Steigbiigel aus slowenischen, str. 167-169, sl. 3-4 (pri-
mjerci definirani kao #ip 2 i datirani u kraj 8. ili poce-
tak 9. stoljeca).

% W.A. SEABY, Late Dark Age Finds from the Cherwe-
11 and Ray, 1876-86, Oxoniensia 15, Oxford, 1950,
str. 33-34, 38-39, sl. 14, T. VI/A. — W. A. SEABY - P.
WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, sl. 4-10. Kao vaznu
osobinu nordijskih stremena karolin§kog doba taj za-
debljani detalj ve¢ su davno istaknuli R. ZSCHILLE
- R. FORRER, Die Steigbiigel, str. 4-6, sl. 3.



izveden srebrnom tausiranom Zicom. Istom tehni-

kom ukrasSena je i donja strana gaziSta koja je cijela
bila pokrivena dijagonalno postavljenom mrezom
malih pravilnih kvadrata (sl. 21.2). Istom tehnikom
i sli¢nim ornamentom ukrasen je i jedan ranokaro-
lingki stremen iz Celja u Sloveniji (sl. 22)%, a vrlo
dobra analogija za na§ primjerak s Bribira je i stre-
men 9. stoljeéa iz Svicarske, kojemu je plodica za
remen takoder ukraSena srebrnom dijagonalnom
mrezom. Za nas je posebno zanimljivo da taj stre-
men ima naglaSeni trokutasti oblik i zadebljanja na
spoju lukova s raskovanim gazi$tem (sl. 23.2)%. Ta-
uSiranom mesinganom zicom, dijagonalni mreZzasti
ornament izveden je i na jabucici jednoga maca iz
Hessena u Njemackoj (sl. 23.1)7.

65 §. KARO, Die Typologie der frithmittelalterlichen
Steigbiigel aus slowenischen, str. 168-169, sl. 4/1.

¢ R.ZSCHILLE - R. FORRER, Die Steigbiigel, str. 20,
T. 1.20.

7 799 - Kunst und Kultur der Karolingerzeit. Karl der
Grofe und Papst Leo III. in Paderborn. Bd. 1, (ur. Ch.
Stiegemann, M. Wemhof), Paderborn, 1999, str. 279-
280, kat. jed. V.17.

Ante MILOSEVIC Iz armatorija srednjovjekovnog Bribira
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sl. 21. Bribirski stremen: 1. ukraSena plocica za
remen; 2. stremen u pogledu sa svih strana
(foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 21 Bribir stirrup: 1. decorated plate for leathers;
2. stirrup in a view from all around
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg)

plates with a hole for the leather, with the geograph-
ically closest analogies in the early Carolingian stir-
rups from Slovenia®. Their opulent tread is straight
or bent, concavely or convexly. An important detail
on the Bribir stirrup is the thickening at the bottom
of the arms, at the join with the straight hammered
tread, which is proper to northern European finds of
the 10™ and early 11™ century (fig. 20)**. In a typo-
logical sense, the Bribir stirrup of a marked trian-

A I). — N. GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche Waffen, pp.
2-5.— W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stir-
rups, pp. 87-122.

% §. KARO, Die Typologie der frithmittelalterlichen
Steigbiigel aus slowenischen, pp. 167-169, figs. 3-4
(examples defined as Type 2 and dated to the end of
the 8" and the early 9™ century).

¢ W. A. SEABY, Late Dark Age Finds from the Cher-
well and Ray, 1876-86, Oxoniensia 15, Oxford, 1950,
pp. 33-34, 38-39, fig. 14, T. VI/A. — W. A. SEABY
- P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stirrups, fig. 4-10. This
thickened detail was long ago noted as an important
feature of Nordic stirrups of the Carolingian age by
R. ZSCHILLE - R. FORRER, Die Steigbiigel, pp. 4-6,
fig. 3.



sl. 22. Ranosrednjovjekovni stremen iz Celja ukrasen

tausiranim mreZastim ornamentom (prema: S. Karo).
fig. 22 Early medieval stirrup from Celje decorated
with a damascened lattice ornament (after S. Karo).

gular shape, as compared with European examples,
shows a simpler form, which could be a reason to
date it earlier. The round perforations at the joins of
the arms of the stirrup and the plate for the leather
strap have no analogies in medieval examples.

The specific feature of the Bribir stirrup is its dec-
orativeness. Originally the whole of the outer face
of it was ornamented, the lower side of the tread,
and the plate for the strap. The decoration has been
almost completely effaced from the arms and is pre-
served only in traces. It can be guessed that it was
done with silver damascene wire. The lower side of
the tread was done in the same technique, being en-
tirely covered with diagonal network of small regu-
lar squares (fig. 21.2). One early Carolingian stirrup
from Celje, Slovenia (fig. 22)% is decorated in the
same technique and with a similar ornamentation,
and a very good analogy for our Bribir specimen is
a 9" century Swiss stirrup, the strap plate of which
is also decorated with a silver diagonal reticulation.
Particularly interesting for us is that this stirrup has
a markedly triangular shape and a thickening at the

65§, KARO, Die Typologie der frithmittelalterlichen
Steigbiigel aus slowenischen, p. 168-169, fig. 4/1.

sl. 23. Ranosrednjovjekovni proizvodi
ukraseni tauSiranim mrezastim ornamentom: 1.
kasnomerovingka jabucica maca (prema: 799 - Kunst
und Kultur); 2. ranokarolingki stremen iz Svicarske
(prema: Z. Schille, R. Forrer).
fig. 23 Early medieval products decorated with
damascened lattice ornamentation: 1. late Merovingian
sword pommel (after: 799 — Kunst und Kultur); 2.
early Carolingian stirrup from Switzerland
(after: Z. Schille, R. Forrer).

Najslozenije je ukraSena vanjska strana plocice
bribirskog stremena (sl.3.3, 21.1, 24). Razli¢itim
motivima, izvedenim tauSiranjem zlatne i srebr-
ne zice, ukrasena joj je cijela povrSina. SrediSnji
srebrni motiv je komponiran dvjema nasuprotnim
bezglavim pticima postavljenima u trokut, mozda s
ugledanjem na ranosrednjovjekovne zabate oltarnih
ograda na kojima su upravo tako postavljene pti-
ce sa strana kriza najces¢i ikonografski motiv. Na
vrh tako formiranoga trokuta nasadena je okrunjena
muska glava s krunom otvorenog tipa i s privjes-
cima ili dijelom koji pokriva glavu s obiju strana,
na sli¢an nacin kako je to u velikom broju primjera
izvedeno na bizantskom imperijalnom novcu®, a ta-

% Ph. GRIERSON, Byzantine Coinage. Washington
D.C., 1999, str. 29.



sl. 24. Bribirski stremen (rekonstrukcija ukrasa: D. Popovic).
fig. 24 Bribir stirrup (reconstruction of the decoration: D. Popovi¢).

koder i na poznatoj plo¢i oltarne ograde koja je da-
nas interpolirana u splitsku krstionicu®. Vrlo dobra
usporedba je i kruna na glavi jahaca ugraviranog na
razrezanom pladnju s poluotoka Jamal na sjeveru
Rusije (sl. 25)", §to moZda otvara i druge moguéno-
sti istrazivanja. Ikonografsko znacenje kompozicije
na plocici za remen jos treba istrazivati. Ostali pro-
stor plocice, primjenjujuéi horror vacui, ispunjava-
ju biljni i vitiCasti ornamenti izvedeni tausiranom
zlatnom zicom.

Za vremensko 1 kulturno odredenje stremena s
Bribira zanimljiva mozZe biti i tehnika ukraSavanja —
tausiranje zlatnom i srebrnom zicom. U europskom

® V., KLAIC, Kruna kralja Tomislava, u: Crtice iz hrvat-
ske proslosti, (ur. J. Nagy), Zagreb, 1928, str. 88-90.
— I. GUBERINA, O postanku hrvatske krune. (Viest
X. vieka o slici ‘nedavno umrloga kralja’), Hrvatska
revija 16/1, Zagreb, 1943, str. 1-14. — LJ. KARA-
MAN, Jo$ o kruni hrvatskih kralieva, Obzor 78-84/73,
Zagreb, 1932. — I. FISKOVIC, Reljef kralja Petra Kre-
Simira IV., Starohrvatska prosvjeta, ser. 3, sv. 28-29,
Split, 2002, str. 24-25.

" H. B. ®EJIOPOBA, Topeprrka Bomxkckoit bonrapuu.
CepeOpsiapie m3menust X-XIV BB. U3 3aypallbCKHX
Komekuit, Tpyowr  Kamckoii  apxeonocuueckotl
axcneduyuu, Beim. 3. Tlepms, 2003, str. 141-142, sl. 6.
Razli¢ito se datira, u 8., odnosno u 10. — 11. stoljece.

joins of the arcs with the hammered out tread (fig.
23.2)%, The same diagonal reticulated ornament is
also produced with damascened brass wire on the
pommel of a sword from Hessen in Germany (fig.
23.1)%.

The most complexly ornamented is the outer
side of the plate of the Bribir stirrup (fig. 3.3, 21.1,
24). The whole surface of it is decorated with vari-
ous motifs produced in damascening with gold and
silver wire. The central silver motif is composed
of two opposed headless birds placed in a triangle,
perhaps modelled on early medieval gables of rood-
screens on which birds are placed in just the same
way at the sides of a cross, the most frequent icono-
graphic motif. At the peak of a triangle so formed
is placed a crowned male head, with a crown of
the open type, with pendants or a part that covers
the head on both sides, in a manner similar to that
found in a large number of examples on imperial

% R.ZSCHILLE - R. FORRER, Die Steigbiigel, p. 20, T.
[.20.

87799 - Kunst und Kultur der Karolingerzeit. Karl der
Grofse und Papst Leo Ill. in Paderborn. Bd. 1, (ed.
Ch. Stiegemann, M. Wembhof), Paderborn, 1999, pp.
279-280, cat. entry V.17.



Byzantine coins®, and also on the well-known altar
screen that is today incorporated into the Split bap-
tistery®. A very good comparison is also the crown
on the head of a rider engraved on a cut platter from
the Yamal Peninsula in northern Russia (fig. 25),
which perhaps starts up other research possibilities.
The rest of the space of the plate, applying the prin-
ciple of horror of the vacuum, is filled up with plant
and tendril ornaments done with damascened gold
wire.

For the temporal and cultural determination of
the Bribir stirrup, the technique of decoration could
well be interesting, that is, the gold and silver wire
damascening. In the European Early Middle Age,
it was used more and more from the Merovingian
period on, particularly central Europe and Scandi-
navia, most often on artefacts that belonged to har-
ness and the accoutrements of riders”'. In a reduced
extent, objects of the same kind were damascened
in the later centuries of the Early Middle Age. We
would refer, as the closest find geographically, to a
pair of iron spurs with a partially preserved fasten-
ing set from Biskupija by Knin’ and to early Caro-
lingian swords from ZeZevica and Koljane (fig.
26)7. We have already mentioned the Celje stirrup

8% Ph. GRIERSON, Byzantine Coinage. Washington
D.C., 1999, p. 29.

® V. KLAIC, Kruna kralja Tomislava, in: Crtice iz hrvat-
ske proslosti, (ed. J. Nagy), Zagreb, 1928, pp. 88-90.
— I. GUBERINA, O postanku hrvatske krune. (Viest
X. vieka o slici ‘nedavno umrloga kralja’), Hrvatska
revija 16/1, Zagreb, 1943, pp. 1-14. — LJ. KARA-
MAN, Jo$ o kruni hrvatskih kralieva, Obzor 78-84/73,
Zagreb, 1932. — I. FISKOVIC, Reljef kralja Petra
Kresimira V., Starohrvatska prosvjeta, ser. 3, vol. 28-
29, Split, 2002, pp. 24-25.

" H. B. ®EJJOPOBA, Topeprruka Bomkckoit Bomrapmm.
Cepebpsiaple m3menust X-XIV BB. U3 3aypalibCKHX
Koiulekimi,  Tpyowr  Kamckoil  apxeonocueckou
axcneouyuu, B 3. Ilepms, 2003, pp. 141-142, fig.
6. Dated variously to the 8" or to the 10" and 11* cen-
turies.

' H. ROTH, Kunst und Handwerk im friihen Mittelalter.
Stuttgart, 1986, pp. 41-43, 53-54. — Tauschierarbeiten
der Merowingerzeit. (Ed. W. Menghin), Berlin, 1994.

7 A. MILOSEVIC, Karolinski utjecaji u Hrvatskoj
knezevini u svjetlu arheoloskih nalaza, in: Hrvati i
Karolinzi. Rasprave i vrela. (Ed. A. MiloSevi¢), Split,
2000, pp. 121-122. — Hrvati i Karolinzi. Katalog, cat.
no. IV.45, pp. 216-217.

3 For the Zezevica sword see: Hrvati i Karolinzi. Kat-
alog, cat. entry IV. 260, pp. 356-358. — A. PITESA,
Katalog nalaza iz vremena seobe naroda, srednjeg i
novog vijeka u Arheoloskome muzeju u Splitu. Split,
2009, pp. 53-55, and for the Koljano sword, see in: A.
MILOSEVIC, Novi ma¢ iz Koljana, pp. 459-470.

sl. 25. Jaha¢ s krunom na razrezanom srebrnom
pladnju s poluotoka Jamal na sjeveru Rusije
(prema: N. V. Fedorova).
fig. 25 Rider with crown on a cut silver platter from
Yamal Peninsula, northern Russia
(after: N. F. Fedorova).

ranom srednjem vijeku intnezivnije se koristi od
merovinskog razdoblja, osobito u srednjoj Europi i
u Skandinaviji, i to naj¢es¢e na izradevinama koje
pripadaju konjskoj ormi i opremi jaha¢a’”. U sma-
njenom obimu, tauSiranjem se dekoriraju i predmeti
iste vrste u mladim stolje¢ima ranoga srednjeg vi-
jeka. Kao prostorno najblizZi nalaz upozoravam na
par Zeljeznih ostruga s djelomi¢no sa¢uvanom gar-
niturom za zakopéavanje iz Biskupije kod Knina’ i
na ranokarolinike maceve iz Zezevice i Koljana (sl.

' H.ROTH, Kunst und Handwerk im frithen Mittelalter.
Stuttgart, 1986, str. 41-43, 53-54. — Tauschierarbeiten
der Merowingerzeit. (Ur. W. Menghin), Berlin, 1994.

72 A. MILOSEVIC, Karolingki utjecaji u Hrvatskoj kne-
zevini u svjetlu arheoloskih nalaza, u: Hrvati i Karo-
linzi. Rasprave i vrela. (Ur. A. MiloSevi¢), Split, 2000,
str. 121-122. — Hrvati i Karolinzi. Katalog, kat. br.
IV45, str. 216-217.



26)7. Stremen iz Celja (sl. 22) ve¢ smo spomenuli.
Njemu treba dodati i nekoliko proizvoda s podrucja
Velikomoravske KneZevine™, predmete iz drugih
dijelova Karolinskoga Carstva” te nalaze iz Skan-
dinavije i Engleske’.

Je li u nekom od tih podrucja i radionicko podri-
jetlo bribirskog stremena ili je on izraden pod tim
utjecajima’’, za sada se ne moze pouzdano utvrditi,
no vrlo je vjerojatno da je rije¢ o ranosrednjovje-
kovnom proizvodu, bez izravnih analogija u sli¢-
nim predmetima toga vremena u Europi. Tehnika
ukraSavanja i pogotovo oblik stremena glavni su ra-
zlozi za ovakvo nase misljenje, premda smo svjesni
¢injenice da se na sli¢an nacin dekoriraju ratnicki
artefakti i u mladim stolje¢ima srednjeg vijeka. Za
to su vrlo dobar primjer ukraSeni buzdovani s bal-
kanskih nalazi$ta koja su nekada bila dio Bizant-
skoga Carstva (sl. 27)’8. No kako god daljnja pro-

3 Za mag iz Zezevice vidi: Hrvati i Karolinzi. Katalog,

kat. jed. IV. 260, str. 356-358. — A. PITESA, Katalog
nalaza iz vremena seobe naroda, srednjeg i novog vi-
jeka u Arheoloskome muzeju u Splitu. Split, 2009, str.
53-55, a za mac iz Koljana u: A. MILOSEVIC, Novi
mac iz Koljana, str. 459-470.
Npr. Great Moravia and the Beginnings of Christiani-
ty, str. 327, 344, 345, 369, 370, 373, 374, 376.
> Npr. R. ZSCHILLE - R. FORRER, Die Steigbugel, T.
1.1-2, II. 1-3, 5. — F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten
Jahrhunderts, T. 58/3-4, 66/2-3, 75, 79, 80, 81, 85, 88.
7 Npr. W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Sti-
rrups, str. 87-122. — N. GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche
Waffen, str. 2-4. — M. KARA, Frithmittelalterliches
Grab eines bewaffneten Kaufmannes aus dem ort Ci-
eple (Warmhof) in danziger Pommern im Lichte einer
erneuten Analyse, Acta universitatis Lodyiensis, Folia
archaeologica 23, 1.6dz, 2001, str. 136-139.
U tome smislu moze biti zanimljiv fragment jednog
stremena ukrasenog u skandinavskom Borre-stilu,
naden u ranosrednjovjekovnom grobu na poluotoku
Samland/Sambia u Kaliningradskoj oblasti (usp. N.
GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche Waffen, str. 4-6, sl. 3).
78 Jedan primjerak donosi R. D’AMATO, The war-ma-
ce of Byzantium, the 9"-15" ¢. AD. New evidences
from the Balkans in the collection of the World Mu-
seum of Man, Florida, Acta Militaria Mediaevalia 7,
Krakow - Rzeszow - Sanok, 2011, str. 38, 40, sl. 23.5.
Za taj Zeljezni primjerak ukrasen tauSiranom srebrnom
mrezom se navodi da je pronaden u balkanskom dijelu
Podunavlja. Pretpostavlja se da je pripadao visokom
vojnom ¢asniku u razdoblju izmedu kraja 12. i 14. sto-
lje¢a. Nekoliko na slican nacin ukraSenih buzdovana
iz Bugarske donosi i S. POPOV, The Maces from the
Present Bulgarian Lands (10"-17" c¢. AD). Vatevi Co-
llection. Sofia, 2015, str. 296-297, kat. br. 296, 297, str.
298, kat. br. 299, str. 280, kat. br. 414, str. 404, kat. br.
448. Uglavnom su datirani u 13. — 14. stoljece.
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sl. 26. Ranosrednjovjekovni proizvodi ukraseni
tausiranom srebrnom i mesinganom zicom: 1. ostruge
iz Biskupije kod Knina (foto: A. Z. Alajbeg); 2.
jabucica maca iz Koljana (foto: M. Rogosi¢); 3-4.
jabucice maceva iz Haithabua (prema: E. Wamers);
5-6. jabuc€ice maceva iz Mikul€ica (prema: J. Kosta).
fig. 26 Early medieval products decorated with
damascened silver and brass wires: 1. spurs from
Biskupija by Knin (photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg);
2. sword pommel from Koljan (photograph: M.
Rogosic); 3-4. sword pommels from Haithabu
(after: E. Wamers); 5-6. sword pommels from
Mikul€ici (after: J. Kosta).

(fig. 22). To it should be added several products
from Greater Moravia Duchy’, objects from other
parts of the Carolingian Empire” and finds from

Scandinavia and England’.
™ E.g. Great Moravia and the Beginnings of Christian-
ity, pp. 327, 344, 345, 369, 370, 373, 374, 376.
Npr. R. ZSCHILLE - R. FORRER, Die Steighugel, T.
[.1-2, II. 1-3, 5. — F. STEIN, Adelsgraber des Achten
Jahrhunderts, T. 58/3-4, 66/2-3, 75, 79, 80, 81, 85, 88.
% Npr. W. A. SEABY - P. WOODFIELD, Viking Stir-
rups, pp. 87-122. — N. GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche
Waffen, pp. 2-4. — M. KARA, Frithmittelalterliches
Grab eines bewaffneten Kaufmannes aus dem ort
Ciepte (Warmhof) in danziger Pommern im Lichte
einer erneuten Analyse, Acta universitatis Lodyiensis,
Folia archaeologica 23, 1.6dz, 2001, pp. 136-139.



sl. 27. Buzdovani ukra$eni tauSiranjem: 1. balkanski dio Podunavlja (prema: R. D’ Amato);
2-6. Bugarska, Vatevi kolekcija (prema: S. Popov).
fig. 27 Maces decorated with damascening: 1. Balkan part of the Danube valley (after: R. D’ Amato);
2-6. Bulgaria, Vatevi Collection (after: S. Popov).

It is impossible to say at the moment with any
certainty whether the Bribir stirrup originated in a
workshop in one of these regions, or whether it was
made under the influence of them”, but it is very
probable that it is an early medieval product, with-
out direct analogies in similar objects of the time in
Europe. The decoration technique and particularly
the shape of the stirrup are the reasons for this kind
of thinking, although we must be aware that arte-
facts of warfare were decorated in a similar way in
the later centuries of the Middle Ages. A very good
example of this is the decorated maces from the
Balkan sites that were once part of the Byzantine
Empire (fig. 27)"8. But however further study of the

7 Perhaps interesting from this point of view is a frag-

ment of a stirrup decorated in Scandinavian Borre-

style, found in an early medieval grave on the Samland/

Sambia peninsula in the Kaliningrad district (cf. N.

GOSSLER, Wikingerzeitliche Waffen, pp. 4-6, fig. 3).

8 And example is provided by R. D’AMATO, The war-
mace of Byzantium, the 9"-15" ¢. AD. New evidence
from the Balkans in the collection of the World Mu-
seum of Man, Florida, Acta Militaria Mediaevalia 7,
Krakéw — Rzesow - Sanok, 2011, pp. 38, 40, fig. 23.5.
This iron specimen decorated with a damascened sil-
ver lattice is said to have been found in the Balkan
part of the Danube valley. It is hypothesised to have
belonged to a senior officer in the period between the
end of the 12" and the 14™ century. A number of simi-
larly decorated maces from Bulgaria are cited by S.
POPOV, The Maces from the Present Bulgarian Lands
(10"-17" ¢. AD). Vatevi Collection. Sofia, 2015, p.
296-297, cat. no. 296, 297, p. 298, cat. no. 299, p. 280,
cat. no. 414, p. 404, cat. no. 448. On the whole they are
dated to the 13™ to 14" centuries.

sl. 28. Rekonstrukcija ranosrednjovjekovnog sedla
sa stremenima.
fig. 28 Reconstruction of an early medieval saddle
with stirrups.

ucavanja bribirskog stremena zavrsila, vjerujem da
ona nece izi¢i iz vremenskog okvira omedenog 9. i
11. stolje¢em. U ovome trenutku, s obzirom na to da
je rije¢ o jedinstvenom nalazu stremena i po luksu-
znoj izvedbi dostojnoga nekoga ranosrednjovjekov-
noga bribirskog princepsa, nama nije bila namjera
pouzdano ga vremenski i kulturno vrednovati, nego



sl. 29. Buzdovani s Bribira (crtez: N. Simundi¢ Bendi¢).
fig. 29 Maces from Bribir (drawing: N. Simundi¢ Bendi¢).

tek o njemu otvoriti raspravu te jo$ jednom upozo-
riti na Bribir kao vrlo vazno arheolo§ko nalaziste na
kojemu svaki arheoloski trud moze biti visestruko
koristan (sl. 28).

Buzdovan

Sli¢noga podrijetla i znacaja su i buzdovani koje
ovdje objavljujem i koji su rijedak nalaz u Dalma-
ciji. Na Bribiru su zastupljena dva osnovna tipa:
primjerci s piramidalnim zavrSetcima na kubic-
nom tijelu i dva primjerka s krilcima ili perima na
loptastom ili ba¢vastom tijelu (sl. 4-7, 29.1-4). Svi
bribirski primjerci su Suplji jer su izvorno bili napu-
njeni olovom i nasadeni na dugacku elasti¢nu mot-
ku, Sto je sve zajedno doprinosilo efikasnosti toga
oruzja u ratnim sukobima, kako to na vise mjesta
prikazuje I. Skilica, krajem 11. i poc¢etkom 12. sto-
lje¢a i ninijature iz nesto starijeg Psaltira Teodora
iz Cezareje (oko 1066. godine, sl. 30.1-5). Osim

V. TSAMAKDA, The Illustrated Chronicle of loannes
Skylitzes in Madrid. Leiden, 2002, str. 202-203 (mi-
nijatura 418, fol. 162r), 204-205 (minijatura 425, fol.
164v), 210-211 (minijatura 442, fol. 172r), 212-213
(minijatura 448, fol. 174r). Za minijature s buzdova-
nima usp. i R. D’AMATO, The war-mace, str. 8-22.

Bribir stirrup finally ends up, we believe that it will
not get out of the temporal framework bounded by
the 9™ and 11" century. At this moment, since this is
a unique finding of a stirrup and in terms of its luxu-
rious workmanship is worthy of some early medi-
eval Bribir princeps, it was not part of our remit to
evaluate it definitively in terms of time and culture,
rather to start up a debate about it, and once again
to draw attention to Bribir as a very important ar-
chaeological site in which any archaeological effort
will pay off handsomely (fig. 28).

The maces

The maces that we publish here are of a simi-
lar origin and significance, rare finds as they are in
Dalmatia. Two basic types are to be found at Bribir.
examples with pyramidal endings on a cubic body,
and two examples with wings or flanges on a spher-
ical or barrel-shaped body (fig. 4-7, 29.1-4). All the
Bribir examples are hollow, for they were originally
filled with lead and fitted onto a long flexible pole,
which all together contributed to the efficacy of this
weapon in warfare, as shown in several places by
J. Skylitzes, at the end of the 11" and in the early
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12" century and the illuminations from the some
older Psalter of Theodore of Caesarea (about 1066,
fig. 30.1-5)". As well as the finds from Bribir, the
MCAM holds three more examples of chronologi-
cally approximately correlative bronze maces:

1. A fragment of a bronze mace with no infor-
mation about the place or circumstances of the find

" V.TSAMAKDA, The lllustrated Chronicle of loannes
Skylitzes in Madrid. Leiden, 2002, p. 202-203 (mini-
ature 418, fol. 162r), 204-205 (miniature 425, fol.
164v), 210-211 (miniature 442, fol. 172r), 212-213
(miniature 448, fol. 174r). For miniatures with maces,
also cf. R. D’AMATO, The war-mace, pp. 8-22. — The
Theodore Psalter. (British Library Add. 19352), a CD-
ROM Facsimile, (ur. Ch. E. Barber), University of 1I-
linois Press, Champaign-Urbana, 2000, f. 45v - The
Betrayal, a group of soldiers, Mary, and women weep-
ing; f. 178v - St. Hermolaus and warrior with mace
and shield.

il L

- s

sl. 30. Buzdovani u naoruZanju bizantske vojske:
1-4. minijature iz Kronike Ivana Skilice
(prema: V. Tsamakada); 5. vojnik s buzdovanom i
titom (prema: Ch. E. Barber).
fig. 30 Maces in the arms of the Byzantine army:
1-4. miniatures from the Chronicle of John Skylitzes
(after: V. Tsamakada); 5. warrior with mace and shield
(after: Ch. E. Barber).

nalaza s Bribira, Muzej hrvatskih arheoloskih spo-
menika ¢uva jo§ tri primjerka kronoloski priblizno
sukladnih bron¢anih buzdovana:

1. Ulomak bronc¢anog buzdovana bez podataka
o mjestu i okolnostima nalaza (sl. 31.1, 32.1). U
sredini Supljega bacvastoga tijela je rupa za nasad
drska, a iz njegovoga vanjskoga plasta strsilo je

— The Theodore Psalter. (British Library Add. 19352),
E-faksimil, (ur. Ch. E. Barber), University of Illinois
Press, Champaign-Urbana, 2000, fol. 45v - grupa vo-
jnika s buzdovanima u sceni Judine izdaje s Marijom i
zenama koje placu, fol. 178v, sv. Hermolan i vojnik s
buzdovanom i okruglim Stitom.
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sl. 31. Bronc¢ani buzdovani s nepoznatih nalazista u Dalmaciji u zbirci Muzeja HAS (foto: A. Z. Alajbeg).
fig. 31 Bronze maces from unknown sites in Dalmatia in the collection of the MCAM
(photograph: A. Z. Alajbeg).

sl. 32. Bron&ani buzdovani s nepoznatih nalazi$ta u Dalmaciji u zbirci Muzeja HAS (crtez: N. Simundi¢ Bendi¢).
fig. 32 Bronze maces from unknown sites in Dalmatia in the collection of the MCAM
(drawing: N. Simundi¢ Bendic¢).



(fig. 31.1, 32.1). In the centre of the hollow barrel-
shaped body is a hold in which to fit the handle, and
from the external surface twelve conical convexi-
ties of unequal size stuck out (on the fragment there
are still six of them) with slightly visible traces of
striking. The size of the fragment is 4. x 5.7 cm, and
the diameter of the hole in which to put the handle
is approximately 3 cm. Inv. no. 6458 MHAS — Col-
lection of Medieval Weaponry and Cavalry Equip-
ment.

2. A fragment of a bronze mace with no infor-
mation about the place and circumstances of the
ifnd (fig. 31.2, 32.2). The hole for the housing of
the handle is in the centre of the hollow, cylindrical
body on which on the outer side there are twelve
massive endings in the shape of three-sided or four-
sided pyramids (four of them are still in existence)
with visible traces of beating. The body of the mace
is longer on the upper and lower side than the zone
on which the pyramidal spikes are placed. Its height
is 6.4 cm while the maximum extant width is 6.8
cm and the estimated diameter of the hole for the
handle is 3.5 cm. Inv. no. 6456 MHAS — Collection
of Medieval Weaponry and Cavalry Equipment.

3. A bronze mace with no information about
the place and circumstances of the find (fig. 31.3,
32.3)%, The annularly rimmed upper and lower
edge of the hole for the handle is in the centre of a
hollow cuboid body that tapers at half of the height
from the outside. From these lateral surfaces, mas-
sive pyramidal peaks stick out, one from each sur-
face. The damage to the tips on all sides shows that
it was used in martial clashes. All the surfaces are
decorated with densely arranged dotted circles. Its
size is 3.9 x 6.3 c¢m, and the diameters of the upper
and lower openings for the handle are 2.8 and 2.4
cm. Inv. no. 6459 MHAS - Collection of Medieval
Weaponry and Cavalry Equipment®.

Mace number 3 will be analysed with the Bribir
specimens of a similar type, while the other two,

8 Mentioned as an analogy in: M. SIJARIC, Hladno
oruzje iz Bosne i Hercegovine, p. 259.

In the collection of the MCAM there is one more iron
mace with a head on eight rounded flanges and an iron
handle. Its total length is 40.5 cm and its width is 13
cm (inv. no. 9136 —Collection of Archaeological Mate-
rial of the Modern Age ). In terms of typology it cor-
responds to specimens from the 16" century. Cf. mac-
es from the CHM in Zagreb in (M. SERCER, Staro
oruzje na motki. Zagreb, 1972, pp. 44-45, T. X/60, 61,
63.
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sl. 33. Ulomak bron¢anog buzdovana iz Vrane kod
Biograda n/m (foto: J. Suéur).
fig. 33 Fragment of a bronze mace from Vrana near
Biograd n/m (photograph: J. Suéur).

dvanaest stozastih izbocCina nejednake veli¢ine (na
ulomku ih je sa¢uvano Sest) sa slabo vidljivim tra-
govima udaranja. Veli¢ina ulomka je 4 x 5,7 cm, a
promjer rupe za nasad drska je priblizno 3 cm. Inv.
br.: 6458 MHAS — Zbirka srednjovjekovnog oruzja
i konjanicke opreme.

2. Ulomak broncanog buzdovana bez podataka
o mjestu i okolnostima nalaza (sl. 31.2, 32.2). Rupa
za nasad drska je u sredini Supljega valjkastog tijela
na kojemu je s vanjske strane rasporedeno dvanaest
masivnih zavrSetaka u obliku trostrane i Cetvero-
strane piramide (sacuvano ih je Cetiri) s vidljivim
tragovima udaranja. Tijelo buzdovana je na gornjoj
i donjoj strani duze od zone na kojoj su piramidalni
Siljci. Visina mu je 6,4 cm, najvecéa sacuvana Sirina
6,8 cm, a pretpostavljeni promjer rupe za nasad je
3,5 cm. Inv. br.: 6456 MHAS — Zbirka srednjovje-
kovnog oruzja i konjani¢ke opreme.

3. Broncani buzdovan bez podataka o mjestu
i okolnostima nalaza (sl. 31.3, 32.3)%. Prstenasto
obrubljen gornji i donji rub rupe za nasad drska je
u sredini Supljega kubicnog tijela koje se na pola
visine s vanjske strane suzava. Iz tako oblikovanih
boénih povrsina str§e masivni piramidalni vrhovi,
sa svake plohe po jedan. Oste¢enost vrhova na svim
stranama pokazuje da je koriSten u borbenim suko-
bima. Sve plohe su mu ukraSene gusto rasporede-
nim krugovima s to¢kom u sredini. Veli¢ina mu je
3,9 x 6,3 cm, a promjeri gornjega i donjega otvora
za nasad drSka iznose 2,8 odnosno 2,4 cm. Inv. br.:

80 Kao analogija spomenut je u: M. SIJARIC, Hladno
oruzje iz Bosne i Hercegovine, str. 259.



sl. 34. Fragment svilene tkanine iz Egipta, The Walters
Art Museum — Baltimor, 6. stoljece (prema: https://
commons.wikimedia.org).
fig. 34 Fragment of silver cloth from Egypt, The
Walters Art Museum, Baltimore, 6" century
(after: https://commons.wikimedia.org)

6459 MHAS — Zbirka srednjovjekovnog oruzja i
konjanicke opreme®'.

Buzdovan pod brojem 3 biti ¢e analiziran s bri-
birskim primjercima sli¢noga tipa, dok za dva preo-
stala, ocekujuéi njihovu detaljniju obradu, mozemo
tek re¢i da pripadaju mladim stolje¢ima srednjega
vijeka. Buzdovan sa stozastim $iljcima na bacva-
stom tijelu (broj 1) nije osobito Cest nalaz. Bliske su
mu analogije u bron¢anom primjerku iz okolice Ko-
privnice, danas u Hrvatskom povijesnom muzeju, a
datiran je u Siroki vremenski raspon, od 11. do 14.
stolje¢a®. Sli¢ni nalazi iz Bugarske pretpostavljaju

81U zbirci Muzeja HAS nalazi se jo§ jedan Zeljezni buz-

dovan s glavom na osam zaobljenih pera i drskom od
zeljeza. Ukupna duzina mu je 40,5, a Sirina 13 cm (inv.
br. 9136 — Zbirka arheoloske grade novoga vijeka).
Tipoloski odgovara primjercima iz 16. stolje¢a. Usp.
buzdovane iz Hrvatskoga povijesnog muzeja u Za-
grebu u: M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki. Zagreb,
1972, str. 44-45, T. X/60, 61, 63.

82 M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki, str. 36, kat. br. 23,
24, T. IV/23, 24. Nedavno su i u Vrani kod Biograda
n/m pronadena dva ulomka istoga bron¢anoga buzdo-
vana (sl. 33). Ve¢i ulomak (4,6x3,7 cm) pripada pri-
mjercima s piramidalnim ispupcenjima na bacvastom
tijelu, a prema tipologiji S. Popova, pripada tipu 10,
varijanti B2 (usp. S. POPOV, The Maces, str. 46-48,
264-267). Datirani su u 12.-13. stolje¢e. Za podatak o
nalazu i za terensku fotografiju zahvaljujem kolegi Juri
Suéuru s Odsjeka za arheologiju Sveugéilista u Zadru.
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awaiting further detailed study, can be said only to
belong to the later centuries of the Middle Age. The
mace with conical spikes on a barrel body (no. 1)
is not a particularly frequent find. There are close
analogies to it in a bronze specimen from the sur-
roundings of Koprivnica, today in the Croatian His-
tory Museum, dated to a fairly wide range, from the
11" to the 14% century®. Similar finds from Bulgar-
ia assume a more precise dating to the 12" and 13™
century®®. From a chronological point of view, mace
number 2 is consistent with them, representing the
last developmental phase of shapes that have py-
ramidal protuberances on a cuboid body. To an ex-
tent similar to it is a mace from the Croatian History
Museum®, as are several examples from Transyl-
vania dated to the second half of the 14™ and the
first half of the 15" century®’, then examples from
Hungary dated to the 12™ and the first half of the
13™ century®®, from Bulgaria with the same dates®’
and from central Europe dated to the period from
the second half of the 12 to the 14" century®®,
Maces with pyramidal knobs on a cuboid body
are the most numerous specimens of this kind of
medieval weapon. In the general surroundings, in

2. M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki, p. 36, cat. no.
23,24, T. 1V/23, 24. Recently, at Vrana, near Biograd
n/m, two fragments of the same bronze mace were
found (dimensions of the larger fragment in Fig. 33 is
4,6x3,7 cm). This too belongs among examples with
pyramidal knobs on a barrel-shaped body, classified,
according to the Popov typology, as Type 10, variant
B2 (cf. S. POPOV, The Maces, pp. 46-48, 264-267).
They have been dated to the 12" or 13™ century. For
this information about the find and for photography
from the field, I am grateful to colleague Jure Suéura
from the archaeology department of Zadar University.

8 S. POPOV, The Maces, pp. 44-45, Type IX.

M. SERCER, Staro oruZje na motki, p. 35, T. 3/21.

% A.O. FARCAS, Maces in Medieval Transylvania be-
tween the 13" and 16" Centuries. Dissertation. Central
European University, Department of Medieval Stud-
ies, Budapest, 2016, pp. 65-67. In the typological divi-
sion they are classified into Type 11/2.

8¢ L. KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum fegy-
vertaranak XI-XIV. $4zadi csillag alaki buzoganyai,
Folia archaeologica 22, Budapest, 1971, pp. 178-180,
fig. 4/3, 5/2-3, 6/2. They are defined as Type V.

8 R. D’AMATO, The war-mace of Byzantium, fig. 19. —
S. POPOV, The Maces, pp. 54-58, approximately his
Type XIII with variants.

8 A. MICHALAK, A 14" century Hungarian knobbed
mace head from the Bir6w Mountain in Podzamce in
the Polish Jura Chain, in: Cum arma per aeva. Uzbro-
Jenie indywidualne na przestrzeni dziejow, (ed: P. Ku-
cypera, P. Pudto), £6dz, 2011, pp. 181-182, fig. 6/1-4.



sl. 35. Buzdovani u naoruzanju vojnika u bitci kod
Hastingsa, 1066. godine, na tapiseriji iz Bayeuxa
(prema: M. D. Wilson).
fig. 35 Maces in the arms of soldiers in the Battle of
Hastings, 1066, on the Bayeux Tapestry
(after: M. D. Wilson).

the Sava to Drava area® and in Bosnia and Herze-
govina’ some forty similar maces have been found,
about 15 of which correspond approximately to
the Bribir maces with pyramidal knobs. They have
been found in large numbers in other areas, mainly

% M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki, pp. 7-17 (in gen-
eral about mases), cat. no. 1-22, T. I-IV. The same ex-
amples in: D. BOSKOVIC, Naoruzanje vojske kralja
Kolomana, in: Kolomanov put, Zagreb, 2003, pp. 158-
160, 166-169. — G. JAKOVLIEVIC, Srednjovjekovna
konjaniCka oprema i naoruzanje s podrucja Bilogore,
Opuscula archaeologica 32, Zagreb, 2009, pp. 113-
114. T. 2/3. — D. BOSKOVIC, Slatkovodni nalazi u
zbirci hladnog oruzja Hrvatskoga povijesnog muzeja u
Zagrebu, in: Jurisicev zbornik, (ed. L. Beki¢), Zagreb,
2009, pp. 127-128.

% M. SIJARIC, Hladno oruzje iz Bosne i Hercegovine,
p. 254-286. Sijari¢ in his serious and graphically ex-
cellently illustrated monograph provides an extensive
bibliography about finds from Croatia and Serbia.

njihovu precizniju dataciju u 12. — 13. stolje¢e®. U
kronoloskom smislu njima je sukladan i buzdovan
pod brojem 2 koji predstavlja zadnju razvojnu fazu
oblika koji na kubi¢nom tijelu imaju piramidalne
zavrSetke. Donekle mu je slican buzdovan iz Hrvat-
skoga povijesnog muzeja®, nekoliko primjeraka iz
Transilvanije datiranih u drugu polovinu 14. i prvu
polovinu 15. stolje¢a®, zatim primjerci iz Madar-
ske datirani u 12. i prvu polovinu 13. stolje¢a®, iz
Bugarske s istom datacijom®’ te iz srednje Europe
datirani od druge polovine 12. do 14. stolje¢a®®,
Buzdovani s piramidalnim zavrSetcima na ku-
bi¢nom tijelu najbrojniji su primjerci te vrste sred-
njovjekovnog oruzja. U Sirem okruzenju, u savsko-
dravskom medurje¢ju® i u Bosni i Hercegovini®
pronadeno je jo§ Cetrdesetak sli¢nih buzdovana od
kojih petnaestak tipoloSki priblizno odgovara bri-
birskim primjercima s piramidalnim zavr$etcima. U
velikom broju pronadeni su i na drugim podrucji-
ma, pretezito u isto¢noj Europi®!, u Karpatskom ba-

8 S. POPOV, The Maces, str. 44-45, tip IX.

84 M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki, str. 35, T. 3/21.

% A. O. FARCAS, Maces in Medieval Transylvania
between the 13" and 16" Centuries. Disertacija. Cen-
tral European University, Department of Medieval
Studies, Budapest, 2016, str. 65-67. U tipoloskoj po-
djeli razvrstani su u tip 1I/2.

8 L. KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum fegyver-
taranak XI-XIV. szazadi csillag alaka buzoganyai, Fo-
lia archaeologica 22, Budapest, 1971, str. 178-180, sl.
4/3, 5/2-3, 6/2. U tipoloskoj podjeli odredeni su kao tip
V.

8 R. D’AMATO, The war-mace of Byzantium, sl. 19. —
S. POPOV, The Maces, str. 54-58, priblizno njegov tip
XIII s varijantama.

8 A. MICHALAK, A 14" century Hungarian knobbed
mace head from the Birow Mountain in Podzamcze in
the Polish Jura Chain, u: Cum arma per aeva. Uzbro-
Jjenie indywidualne na przestrzeni dziejow, (ur. P. Ku-
cypera, P. Pudlo), £.odz, 2011, str. 181-182, sl. 6/1-4.

% M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki, str. 7-17 (o buz-
dovanima opéenito), kat. br. 1-22, T. I-IV. Isti pri-
mjerci u: D. BOSKOVIC, Naoruzanje vojske kralja
Kolomana, u: Kolomanov put, Zagreb, 2003, str. 158-
160, 166-169. — G. JAKOVLIEVIC, Srednjovjekovna
konjani¢ka oprema i naoruzanje s podruc¢ja Bilogore,
Opuscula archaeologica 32, Zagreb, 2009, str. 113-
114, T. 2/3. — D. BOSKOVIC, Slatkovodni nalazi u
zbirci hladnog oruzja Hrvatskoga povijesnog muzeja
u Zagrebu, u: Jurisicev zbornik, (ur. L. Beki¢), Zagreb,
2009, str. 127-128.

% M. SUARIC, Hladno oruzje iz Bosne i Hercegovine,
str. 254-286. Sijari¢ u svojoj ozbiljnoj i graficki izvr-
sno opremljenoj monografiji donosi i opseznu literatu-
ru o nalazima s podrucja Hrvatske i Srbije.

1 A. MICHALAK, A 14" century Hungarian knobbed
mace, str. 173-200.
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sl. 36. Ukraseni buzdovani iz Bugarske, Vatevi kolekcija (prema: S. Popov).
fig. 36 Decorated maces from Bulgaria, Vatevi Collection (after: S. Popov).

zenu®?, na isto¢nom Balkanu® i na prostranom step-
skom prostoru sjeverno od Crnoga mora®. Ve¢i broj
primjeraka danas se nalazi i u The World Museum of
Man na Floridi i svi potjeCu s Balkana®.
Buzdovani su, kao i stremeni, u europskom nao-
ruzanju usvojeni kao posljedica unapredenja vojne
taktike i nacina ratovanja koji su se prethodno ra-
zvijali u Aziji. Arheoloski su dokumentirani u po-
stsasanidskom razdoblju, u 7. stolje¢u, na podruc-
ju danasnjeg Irana®®, a moze se pretpostaviti da je
upravo ta vrsta oruzja dokumentirana i na jednome

2 L. KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum, str. 168-
178, tipovi I, I, IV. — A. O. FARCAS, Maces in Medi-
eval Transylvania, str. 29-33.

% S.POPOV, The Maces, str. 38-42, 54-57, tipovi VI, VII
1 X111

% A. H. KUPIITMUYHUKOB, [IpeBHEpyccKoe opykKue. 2.
Kombst, 60eBble TONOPEL, kucTeHH, Oyaassl IX-XIII BB.
Apxeonoeuss CCCP. C600 ucmopuueckux ucmouHuKos,
E1-36, Mocksa - Jleamnrpan, 1966, str. 46-56. — R.
SHIROUKHOV, Prussian Graves in the Sambian Pe-
ninsula, with Imports, Weapons and Horse Harnesses,
from the Tenth to the 13" Century: the Question of the
Warrior Elite, Arheologia Baltica 18, Klaipéda, 2012,
str. 229-231.

> R. D’AMATO, The war-mace of Byzantium, str. 27-

43, sl. 22-23.

U prednjoj Aziji su upotrebljavani u Iranu postsasa-

nidskog perioda, o ¢emu usp. A. L. KUBIK - S. N.

AHMAD, Bronze mace with three rams’ heads from

Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford, Historia i

Swiat 4, Siedlce, 2015, str. 157-174.
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in eastern Europe®', in the Carpathian basin®, in the

east Balkans® and in the broad steppe area north of
the Black Sea’. A large number of them are to be
found in the World Museum of Man in Florida, all of
them coming from the Balkans®.

Maces, like stirrups, were adopted into Euro-
pean arms as a result of the advances in military
tactics and the way in which war was waged that
had been previously developed in Asia. They have
been archaeologically documented in the post-Sas-
sanid period in the 7™ century in the area of today’s
Iran®, and it can be assumed that precisely this type

' A. MICHALAK, A 14" century Hungarian knobbed
mace, pp. 173-200.

2 L. KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Mtizeum, p. 168-
178, Types I, I, IV. — A. O. FARCAS, Maces in Medi-
eval Transylvania, pp. 29-33.

% S. POPOV, The Maces, p. 38-42, 54-57, Types VI, VII
and X7II.

% A. H. KUPIITMYHUKOB, [IpeBHEpyccKoe opyxue. 2.
Komnbs, 60eBbie TONOpH!, kucteHu, Oynasel IX-XIII BB.
Apxeonoeuss CCCP. C600 ucmopuueckux ucmouyHukos,
E1-36, Mockga - Jlenunrpan, 1966, pp. 46-56. — R.
SHIROUKHOV, Prussian Graves in the Sambian Pe-
ninsula, with Imports, Weapons and Horse Harnesses,
from the Tenth to the 13™ Century: the Question of the
Warrior Elite, Arheologia Baltica 18, Klaipéda, 2012,
pp. 229-231.

% R. D’AMATO, The war-mace of Byzantium, pp. 27-

43, fig. 22-23.

In the Middle East they were used in the Iran of the

post-Sassanid period, for which cf. A. L. KUBIK -

96



of weapon is documented on a silk fragment of the
6" century from Egypt (fig. 34)?”. Historical sources
confirm that maces were regularly used by Byzan-
tine cavalry as early as the 10" century (fig. 30)%,
while there is still discussion about their adoption
into the armaments of Europe. A. N. Kirpichnikov
is of the opinion that they originated in the Far East
and that the forms that appeared in Europe were de-
veloped there as early as the 9" and 10" century®. L.
Kovacs showed by archaeological finds that maces
came into widespread use in Europe during the 10"
and in the early 11" century, as a result of the dis-
placement of different ethnic groups generated by
the migrations of the Pechenegs and the Magyars!®,
The wide distribution and numerousness of finds in
today’s Europe shows that at the first time this kind
of weapon was not taken on everywhere equally,
although it is well documented in the pictures of the
Bayeux Tapestry, woven in the 1080s (fig. 35)'".
In the segment that illustrates the Battle of Hast-
ings, 1066, two kinds of mace can be seen. One is a
simple wooden mace with a heavy, extended strik-
ing part, while the others are smaller maces with a
metal four-armed head. It can also be seen that they
were used by infantry and cavalry in both armies
and that as well as striking weapons they were also
used for throwing.

It is very likely that on the Bayeux Tapestry the
mace with a cubic body and four pyramidal knobs,
of the kind that was most used in the Middle Ages,
was diagrammatically depicted.

S. N. AHMAD, Bronze mace with three rams’ heads
from Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford, His-
toria i Swiat 4, Siedlce, 2015, pp. 157-174.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Egyptian-
Textile-Walters83684.jpg. It is explained that this
scene shows symbolically a triumphal imperial vic-
tory in which a rider on a rearing horse with a flowing
cloak holds in his raised arm a sceptre.

% J. F. HALDON, Some Aspects of Byzantine Military
Technology from the Sixth to the Tenth Centuries,
Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies 1, Birmingham,
1975, pp. 11-47. — E. N. LUTTWAK, The Grand
Strategy of the Byzantine Empire. Harvard University
Press, 2009, pp. 370-374. — K. J. SINCLAIR, War
Writing in Middle Byzantine Historiography. Disser-
tation, Birmingham, 2012. pp. 143-145, 245, 321-322.
See also n. 78.

A. H. KUPTIMYHUKOB, /lpesnepycckoe opyacue 2,
p. 48.

100 [, KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Mazeum, pp. 168-
171.

11 M. D. WILSON, The Bayeux Tapestry. London, 2004,
p. 12, T. 54, 61,73.
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svilenom fragmentu 6. stolje¢a iz Egipta (sl. 34)".
Povijesnim izvorima je potvrdeno da buzdovane
redovno upotrebljavaju bizantski konjanici ve¢ u
10. stoljecu (sl. 30)%, dok se o vremenu i naéinu
njihova preuzimanja u naoruzanju u Europi, jo$
uvijek raspravlja. A. N. Kirpi¢nikov je miSljenja
da im je izvoriSte na Dalekom istoku te da su obli-
ci kakvi se pojavljuju u Europi tamo bili razvijeni
ve¢ u 9. ili 10. stolje¢u”. L. Kovacs je arheoloskim
nalazima pokazao da buzdovani u $iru upotrebu u
Europi ulaze tijekom 10. i pocetkom 11. stoljeca,
i to kao posljedica premjestanja razlicitih etni¢kih
skupina pokrenutih seobama Peceneza i Madara'®.
Rasprostranjenost i brojnost nalaza u danasnjoj Eu-
ropi pokazuje da u prvo vrijeme ta vrsta oruzja nije
svugdje bila jednako prihvacena, premda je dobro
dokumentirana na prikazima s Tapiserije iz Baye-
uxa koja je nastala 1080-tih godina (sl. 35)°!. U
segmentu koji ilustrira normansko-engleski sukob
kod Hastingsa, 1066. godine, mogu se vidjeti dvije
vrste buzdovana. Jedna je jednostavna drvena s tes-
kom izduzenim udarnim dijelom, a druga su manji
buzdovani s metalnom Cetverokrakom glavom. Jo$
se raspoznaje da su ih koristili pjeSaci i konjanici u
objema vojskama te da su, osim kao udaracko oruz-
je, koristeni i za bacanje.

Vrlo je vjerojatno da je na tapiseriji iz Beyauxa
shematski prikazan upravo buzdovan s kubi¢nim ti-
jelom i Cetirima piramidalnim vrhovima, kakvi su
tijekom srednjeg vijeka najcesce bili u upotrebi.

Brojnost takvih nalaza proizvela je nekoliko ti-
poloskih razvrstavanja, no s neujednacenom krono-
logijom. Prema A. N. Kirpi¢nikovu rijec je o buz-

7 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Egyptian-
Textile-Walters83684.jpg. Tumaci se da ta scena sim-
bolicki prikazuje trijumfalnu carsku pobjedu u kojoj
jaha¢ na propetom konju i s plastem, koji vijori, u po-
dignutoj ruci drzi zezlo.

% J. F. HALDON, Some Aspects of Byzantine Military
Technology from the Sixth to the Tenth Centuries,
Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies 1, Birmingham,
1975, str. 11-47. — E. N. LUTTWAK, The Grand Stra-
tegy of the Byzantine Empire. Harvard University Pre-
ss, 2009, str. 370-374. — K. J. SINCLAIR, War Writing
in Middle Byzantine Historiography. Disertacija, Bir-
mingham, 2012. str. 143-145, 245, 321-322. Vidi i bil].
78.

» A. H. KUPIIMYHUKOB, /lpesnepyccroe opyacue 2,
str. 48.

10 1, KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum, str. 168-
171.

100 M. D. WILSON, The Bayeux Tapestry. London, 2004,
str. 12, T. 54, 61,73.



dovanima tipa 11, datiranim u 12. i prvu polovinu
13. stolje¢a'®, L. Kovécs ih je odredio kao tip II i
IV i datirao od 12. do pocetka 14. stoljeca!®, s tim
da najstarije primjerke, koje je definirao kao tip I,
datira u 11. stoljee. Medu nasim nalazima tome
Kovacsevom tipu u znatnoj mjeri odgovara ulo-
mak neukraSenog buzdovana s Bribira. Tipologiju
1 kronologiju srednjoeuropskih buzdovana pokusao
je sloziti i A. Michalak. Nasi primjerci s kubi¢nim
tijelom i piramidalnim zavrSetcima pripadali bi nje-
govom tipu I. Smatra da su najraniji takvi primjerci
iz 11. stoljeca te da su u smanjenoj upotrebi i u 12.
stoljecu'®,

M. Sercer u terminoloskom smislu razlikuje
topuze i buzdovane. Prvi termin bi se odnosio na
primjerke s kubi¢nim tijelom i piramidalnim Siljci-
ma, a drugi na primjerke s kuglastim ili ba¢vastim
tijelom s perima ili krilcima. Nalaze iz Hrvatskoga
povijesnog muzeja, o kojima je raspravljala, datira
Siroko, od 11. do 14. stoljec¢a!®. Takvu terminolos-
ku podjelu prihvaca i G. Jakovljevié, a bribirskom
sli¢an topuz iz Bjelovara datira u 14. stolje¢e'®. U
podjeli M. Sijari¢a nasi primjerci pripadaju tipu 1,
s prijedlogom datacije od kraja 12. do 14. stolje-
¢a'”’, Nalaze iz Rumunjske obradio je A. O. Farcas
i razvrstao ih je u sedam tipova i nekoliko podti-
pova. Njegovom tipu I, kojega datira u 12. — 13.
stoljece, analogan je na$ broncani ukraseni primje-
rak iz fundusa Muzeja HAS s nepoznatog nalazi-
$ta. Napokon, S. Popov je prouc¢avao najveéi broj
srednjovjekovnih buzdovana. U njegovoj analizi,
koja je obuhvatila 482 primjeraka iz privatne Va-
tevi kolekcije u Bugarskoj, podijelio ih je u dvade-
setjednu skupinu i nekoliko podskupina'®. Prema
toj tipoloskoj razradi, primjerke s piramidalnim
zavrSetcima na Cetverostranome kubi¢nom tijelu,
kakve ovdje objavljujem, trebalo bi razvrstati u tri

12 A. H. KUPTIMYHUKOB, /[Jpesnepyccroe opysicue 2,
str. 54, sl. 10.

13 1, KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Méizeum, str. 172-
178, sl. 1.

14 A. MICHALAK, Glowica bulawy z Trzciela, pow.
Miedzyrzecz. Wstepne uwagi w kwestii wystgpowania
bulaw na ziemiach polskich w $redniowieczu na tle
znalezisk europejskich, Archeologia Srodkowego Na-
dodrza 4, Zielona Gora, 2005, str. 183-220.

105 M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki, str. 7-18.

6 G. JAKOVLIEVIC, Srednjovjekovna konjanicka
oprema, str. 102-104, 113-114. T. 2/3.

17 M. SIJARIC, Hladno oruzje iz Bosne i Hercegovine,
str. 257-262.

108 S POPOV, The Maces, str. 17-90.
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The numerousness of such finds produced sev-
eral typological classifications, but with an uneven
chronology. According to Kirpichnkov this is a type
II mace, dated to the 12" and first half of the 13%
century'®?; Kovacs called it a Type II or IV mace,
and dated it from the 12" to the early 14" century'®,
with the proviso that the oldest specimens, defined
as Type I, are dated to the 11" century. Among our
finds the fragment of the undecorated mace from
Bribir corresponds to a considerable extent to this
Kovacs type. A. Michalak also endeavoured to de-
fine the typology and chronology of the maces of
central Europe. Our examples with a cuboid body
and pyramidal knobs would belong to his Type 1.
He thinks that the earliest such specimens are from
the 11™ century, and that they were less used in the
12 century'™. M. Sercer differentiates two types
of mace. One, refers to examples with cubic bodies
and pyramidal knobs; the other to examples with
a spherical or barrel-shaped body with flights or
flanges. She dates the finds from the Croatian His-
tory Museum that she discusses quite broadly, from
the 11" to the 14" century'®. This distinction is also
accepted by G. Jakovljevi¢, who dates a mace from
Bjelovar similar to the Bribir example to the 14"
century'®. In the division of M. Sijari¢, our exam-
ples belong to Type I, with a proposed dating from
the end of the 12" to the 14™ century'”’. Finds from
Romania have been studied by A. O. Farcas who
classified them into seven types and several sub-
types. His Type I, which he dates to the 12" - 13t
century, is analogous to our bronze ornamented
specimen from the holdings of the MCAM from an
unknown site. Finally, S. Popov studied the greatest
number of medieval maces. In his analysis, which
covered 482 specimens from the private Vatevi Col-
lection in Bulgaria, he divided them into twenty

12 A. H. KUPTIMYHUKOB, /[pesnepycckoe opyacue 2,
p. 54, fig. 10.

105 [ KOVACS, A Magyar Nemzeti Mtizeum, pp. 172-
178, fig. 1.

14 A. MICHALAK, Gtlowica butawy z Trzciela, pow.
Migdzyrze¢. Wstepne uwagi w kwestii wystepowania
butaw na ziemiach polskich w $redniowieCu na tle
znalezisk europejskich, Archeologia Srodkowego Na-
dodrza 4, Zielona Gora, 2005, pp. 183-220.

105 M. SERCER, Staro oruzje na motki, pp. 7-18.

06 G, JAKOVLJEVIC, Srednjovjekovna konjanicka
oprema, pp. 102-104, 113-114. T. 2/3.

07 M. SHARIC, Hladno oruzje iz Bosne i Hercegovine,
pp. 257-262.



one groups and several subgroups!'®. According to
this typological scheme examples with pyramidal
knobs on a four-faced cubic body, of the kind we
are publishing here, should be classified into three
types. The Bribir mace no. 1 would belong to Type
VI, number 2 to Type 5 and the ornamented bronze
specimen from the holdings of the MCAM from an
unknown site to Type II. Such a typological clas-
sification has a consequent probably chronological
difference, and the first specimen should be dated
to the 12" century, the second to the 11" to 12™ and
the third to the 11", The maces from the Vatevi Col-
lection published are additionally interesting for us,
for there are some forms that are comparable with
all our specimens, including two ornamented speci-
mens that are absolute analogies to ours (fig. 36)'%.

In contrast to maces with a cuboid body with py-
ramidal knobs or spikes, specimens with flanges or
flights on a spherical or barrel shaped body are in
general less represented in all the areas mentioned,
save in Bulgaria. According to the Popov typolo-
gy, the damaged example belongs to Type XVI/d-e,
which was long in use, from the early 12" to the
end of the 15 century'’. In A. N. Kirpichnikov’s
division it corresponds to Type V, to be dated to the
12" to 13" century'!'. A complete mace that on a
spherical body has rotated flanges with a triangular
cross-section is a variant of Type XI/b in Popov’s
list''2, This is a very rare shape of medieval mace. In
the Vatevi Collection there are four examples, two
more have been found in Bulgaria''3, and there are
three in the World Museum of Man in Florida''®, It is
interesting that maces of this kind appear only in the
Balkans, which suggests they were produced in the
region or, more likely, that their source was in the

18°S. POPOV, The Maces, pp. 17-90.

1S, POPOV, The Maces, pp. 124-125 bronze Type II
mace decorated with dotted circles, cat. no. 45, 11*
century), p. 208 (iron Type VI mace decorated with
incised and silvered tendrils, cat. no. 169, 12% - 13®
century).

10°S. POPOV, The Maces, pp. 65-68.

- A. H. KUPTIMYHUKOB, /lpesuepycckoe opyacue 2,
p. 54.

12S. POPOV, The Maces, pp. 50-52.

13S. POPOV, The Maces, pp. 51-52. Also says that his
type corresponds with Type I/d according to the typol-
ogy of V. Yotova (10" — 12 century).

14 R.D’AMATO, The war-mace of Byzantium, p. 41, fig.
25. Two come from the Balkans (11" — 12 century),
and one, fairly widely dated, is allegedly from Ger-
many (9" — 14" century).

sl. 37. Buzdovani u naoruzanju bizantskih vojnika
na mozaiku iz crkve S. Maria Nuova u Monrealeu na
Siciliji, zadnja Cetvrtina 12. stoljeca
(prema: https://01varvara.wordpress.com).
fig. 37 Maces in the arms of Byzantine soldiers on a
mosaic in the Church of S. Maria Nuova in Monreale,
Sicily, last quarter of the 12" century
(after: https://01varvara.wordpress.com)

tipa. Tako bi bribirski buzdovan 1 pripadao tipu VI,
broj 2 tipu V, a ukraseni broncani primjerak iz fun-
dusa Muzeja HAS s nepoznatog nalazista tipu I1.
Ovakvo tipolosko razvrstavanje za posljedicu ima
i njihovu vjerojatnu kronoloSku razliku, pa bi prvi
primjerak trebalo datirati u 12. stoljece, drugi u 11.
—12., atreéiu 11. stolje¢e. Objavljeni buzdovani iz
Vatevi kolekcije za nas su dodatno zanimljivi jer se
tamo nalaze oblici koji su usporedivi sa svim naSim
primjercima, ukljucivo i dva ukrasena primjerka
koja s nag§ima imaju apsolutne analogije (sl. 36)'%.
Nasuprot buzdovanima kubi¢noga tijela s pira-
midalnim $iljcima, primjerci s krilcima ili perima
na loptastom ili ba¢vastom tijelu opc¢enito su manje
zastupljeni na svim navedenim podrué¢jima, osim
u Bugarskoj. Prema tipologiji S. Popova, oSteceni
primjerak pripada tipu XVI/d-e koji je dugo bio u
upotrebi, od pocetka 12. pa do kraja 15. stoljeca!!?,

19 S. POPOV, The Maces, str. 124-125 (broné¢ani buzdo-
van tipa IT ukraen krugovima s to¢kicama, kat. br. 45,
11. stoljece), str. 208 (zeljezni buzdovan tipa VI ukra-
Sen urezanim i posrebrenim viticama, kat. br. 169, 12.
- 13. stoljece).

10§ POPOV, The Maces, str. 65-68.



U tipoloskoj podjeli A. N. Kirpi¢nikova odgovara
tipu Vs datacijom u 12. — 13. stoljece!!’. Cjelovi-
ti buzdovan koji na loptastom tijelu ima zarotira-
na krilca trokutastog presjeka je varijanta tipa X1/b
prema S. Popovu!!2. Rije¢ je o vrlo rijetkom obli-
ku srednjovjekovnih buzdovana. U kolekciji Vatevi
nalaze se Cetiri primjerka, dva su jo$ pronadena u
Bugarskoj'’, a tri se nalaze u The World Museum
of Man na Floridi'*. Zanimljiva je ¢injenica da se
buzdovani ovog tipa pojavljuju samo na Balkanu,
$to upucuje na njihovu regionalnu proizvodnju ili,
$to je vjerojatnije, na njihovo izvoriSte u bizantskim
oruzarnicama jer upravo takve buzdovane nose bi-
zantski vojnici u sceni Judine izdaje na zidnom mo-
zaiku iz zadnje Cetvrtine 12. stolje¢a u crkvi S. Ma-
ria Nuova u mjestu Monreale na Siciliji (sl. 37)'%5.

Primjerci oruzja i konjanicke opreme koje ovdje
objavljujem u mnogome dopunjavaju sliku bribir-
ske proslosti, no svojim kulturoloskim pokazatelji-
ma nisu izi$li iz okvira kakav nam je za taj lokalitet
poznat od ranije i iz drugih nalaza ranoga srednjeg
vijeka''s. Tipolosko-kronoloskom analizom takoder
smo zeljeli pokazati razli¢ite utjecaje pod kojima su
ti predmeti nastajali ili su izravno importirani iz ta-
dasnjih vecih radionickih centara u srednjoj Europi
i Bizantskome Carstvu. Njihova kvaliteta i vrsnoc¢a
izrade vrlo dokumentarno svjedo¢i visoku razinu
zivota na Bribiru u stolje¢ima u kojima su nobiles
Breberienses zapoceli svoj gospodarski, vojni i po-
liticki uspon.

" A, H. KUPTIMYHUKOB, /[pesnepycckoe opyoicue 2,
str. 54.

12§, POPOV, The Maces, str. 50-52.

113§, POPOV, The Maces, str. 51-52. Takoder navodi da
njegov tip korespondira s tipom I/d prema tipologiji V.
Yotova (10. - 12. stoljece).

14 R. D’AMATO, The war-mace of Byzantium, str. 41,
sl. 25. Dva potjeCu s Balkana (11. - 12. stoljece), a
jedan, Siroko datiran, navodno iz Njemacke (9. - 14.
stoljeca).

150 mozaicima u crkvi vidi u: J. LOWDEN, Early

Christian & Byzantine Art. Reprinted, New York,

2012, str. 329-335. — Il ciclo musivo del Duomo di

Monreale. (Ur. D. Gulizia), bez mjesta i godine pri-

redivanja. Izvor: https://www.academia.edu/5352148/

Imosaicide]lDuomodiMonreale. — O mozaiku s buzdo-

vanima u: S. POPOV, The Maces, str. 51-52, sl. 36.

— https://01varvara.wordpress.com/2011/08/25/.

Prilozi T. Buriéa, V. Delonga, M. Dragicevi¢ i M. Ze-

kana u: Bribir u srednjem vijeku, (ur. A. MiloSevic),

Split, 1995.
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armouries of Byzant, for such maces are borne by
Byzantine soldiers in the scene of Judah’s betrayal
on a wall mosaic from the last quarter of the 12
century in the Church of S. Maria Nuova in Monre-
ale, Sicily (fig. 37)'".

The examples of weapons and cavalry equip-
ment that we discuss here have made a consider-
able contribution to illuminating the past of Bribir,
but with their cultural indicators they have not gone
outside the framework that is known to us about this
site from earlier and other finds of the early me-
dieval period"®. With typological and chronologi-
cal analysis we also wanted to show the different
influences under which these objects were created
or directly imported from the big workshop centres
in central Europe and the Byzantine Empire. Their
quality and excellent workmanship documents the
high level of life at Bribir in the centuries in which
the nobiles Breberienses started their economic,
military and political rise.

Translated: Graham McMaster

115 For church mosaics, see in: J. LOWDEN, Early Chris-
tian & Byzantine Art. Reprinted, New York, 2012, p.
329-335. -1l ciclo musivo del Duomo di Monreale. (Ur.
D. Gulizia), no place or year of pub. Source: https://
www.academia.edu/5352148/Imosaicide]lDuomodi-
Monreale. — For mosaics with maces, see in: S. POP-
OV, The Maces, pp. 51-52, fig. 36. — https://O1varvara.
wordpress.com/2011/08/25/.
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