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MAGICAL PRACTICES OF THE MIDDLE AGES

Summary

The work begins with a review of Old Testament views on the magical practices of non-Jewish 
people and the constitutive practices prescribed in the event of a violation of Lord’s regulations. 
Then, attention is paid to the patristic theological thought about the concept of the magic and its 
connection with pagan non-Christian practices. The Christian formation of the conceptions of ma-
gic was most recognizable in the minds of the great theologians and philosophers of scholasticism 
Albert the Great and Thomas Aquinas over the issue of necromancy and high forms of ritual magic. 
The paper concludes with an overview of secular constitutive practices concerning the spread of evil 
(maleficium) on others, the institutions of the Inquisition, and the work Malleus maleficarum, which 
had a major influence on the secular judiciary in early witchcraft persecution.
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