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and that this area was equipped with facto-
ries and defined a threshold in the urban 
space. Since the western side of the thresh-
old defines a scale which can be grasped as a 
void, a more rational mechanism has been 
used for the emergence of new settlement 
areas. For example, as can be seen in the 
city’s current plans, this area on the western 
side of the city is reinforced by a grid system 
neighborhoods developed around the facto-
ries. Therefore, after 1950, due to the chang-
ing political climate and socio-economic con-
ditions, the settlements belonging to the 
provincial organizations of the public institu-
tions in need of wider openings emerged in 
this region which has hollow areas. One rea-
son for the emergence of provincial organiza-
tions in this area can be shown as having in-
stitutions that serve the roads between rural 
areas or cities and that require fieldwork, 
rather than institutions that serve the urban 
space such as education or health. The cam-
puses belonging to the 16th Regional Director-
ate of Highways in 1966, the Regional Direc-
torate of Soil and Water in 1967, and the 19th 
Regional Directorate of State Hydraulic 
Works in 1976 were located on the west side 
of the city.

With the beginning of the Menderes period, 
an intensive investment was made to connect 
the national market with motor vehicles, and 
for this purpose, the General Directorate of 
Highways was established in 1950.24 This 
highly prestigious public institution emerged 
as a provincial organization in Sivas. The 16th 
Regional Directorate of Highways was trans-
ferred to Barbaros Boulevard in two separate 
parts with administration, service buildings, 
and public housing units (Fig. 10). The first 
part is located in the urban space to the west 
of the old 4 Eylül Stadium, which is north of 
the boulevard and is now equipped with 
highways and guesthouses. The second part 
is located about 2 kilometers away from the 
southern line of the boulevard and there are 

administrative buildings and service units in 
this area. The focal structure of the campus is 
the administrative building and the building 
has a distinctive architectural language espe-
cially in terms of its facade character. Thus, 
during 1960s, Barbaros Boulevard formed a 
strong public backbone with the 4 Eylül Sta-
dium, Directorate of Highways’ public houses 
to the west of the stadium, Sewing House to 
the northwest of the houses, and officer 
houses built to the south of Sewing House 
and west of the public housing.
The public backbone, defined by the settle-
ment of the highways on the north and south 
line of the Barbaros Boulevard axis, was com-
pleted with the Soil-Water Regional Director-
ate building located directly opposite the of-
ficer’s houses. The Soil-Water Regional Di-
rectorate is surrounded by the state railway 
campus in the east. The building, which was 
built in 1967, has the appearance of a small 
public campus with its technical units in the 
backyard, and was used as the Directorate of 
Rural Services temporarily.

The 19th Regional Directorate of State Hy-
draulic Works is another public campus situ-
ated on the same axis. The campus, consist-
ing of the service building, technical units, 
and public housing units, will once again as-
sert itself as the public backbone on the 
western side of the city with an organization 
similar to the 16th Regional Directorate of 
Highways; this time the transformation is evi-
dent via the architectural language of the 
buildings. For example, the administrative 
building, the most prestigious structure of 
the 16th Regional Directorate of Highways, 
rises from a large podium on the ground, 
framing the building mass and emphasizing 
the entrance line. Again, the inwardly drawn 
formal arrangement leads to the entrance 
with a colonnaded system. On the other 
hand, in the administration building of the 
19th Regional Directorate of State Hydraulic 
Works, there is a more stylized version of 

Fig. 10 Some buildings of 16th Regional Directorate 
of Highways Campus
Sl. 10. Zgrade 16. Regionalne uprave za ceste
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1970s aesthetics. The lightly overhanging 
and angled composition of the pavements 
between the floors and the thick and flared 
eaves circulating the entire mass along the 
roof level reflects the style of the period.

Barbaros Boulevard, which was consolidated 
through public campuses until the 1970s, 
welcomed the 1980s with a new factory. Es-
tablished in 1976 under the Ministry of Trans-
port, the Concrete Sleeper Factory, which 
started production in 1979, is located on  
the artery after crossing the State Hydraulic 
Works campus and on the opposite line of 
the Cement Factory. In this area, falling on 
the south line of Sivas-Ankara highway, the 
factory is located adjacent to the railway net-
work. In addition to these public settlements 
along the western axis of the State Railways 
Campus, the observatory is another public 
structure that dates back to the SRW hinter-
land. A new route parallel to Barbaros Boule-
vard and Istasyon Street became evident in 
the 1950s, especially with the expansion of 
the railway workers’ hospital and housing 
units to the north. The observatory is on this 
new axis, which is named Halil Rıfat Paşa 
Street and is dated 1958.

Three important public settlements emerged 
after 1950 in the east of the SRW Campus. The 
first of these settlements were on Istasyon 
Street, which connects to the traditional cen-
ter of the city. The building and public hous-
ing, which served as the Worker Insurance 
Branch Building, is located on the southern 
axis and the central axis of Istasyon Street. 
The insurance institution and lodging build-
ings, which were built in 1965, are unique ex-
amples, especially in terms of cassette facade 
layout. In 1971, the Worker’s Insurance Hospi-
tal was built to the west of this public struc-
ture (Fig. 11). Consisting of 4 blocks, and a 
functional-spatial arrangement organized 
with rectangular masses, all facade surfaces 
of the hospital were completed plainly.

Numune Hospital is the most prestigious and 
earliest of the urban settlements leaking into 
the traditional fabric. Built on Rahmi Günay 
Street, Numune Hospital is a very important 
example of modern architecture with its large 
mass, which can be viewed even from Gov-
ernment Square; the facade defines a monu-
mental classicism and the layout of the urban 
space with a landscape arrangement (Fig. 
12). The Hospital, which was opened in 1952-
53, opens up the area as a construction site. 
It can be said that Rahmi Günay Street, where 
the hospital building is located, is the first ar-
tery of the city that began to modernize 
through westernization reforms. Moreover, it 
can be said that the first housing cooperative 
in the city is located in the same area. Teach-
er Houses built in the 1940s and this civil col-
lective housing initiative was not carried out 
by the state. Although Teacher Houses were 
gradually demolished between 1960-1970; 
the area of the Numune Hospital Campus 
continued to be encircled by two new public 
buildings: the Kızılırmak School in 1954 and 
the Public Education Center in the 1960s. This 
means that the Numune Hospital as a public 
campus shapes the area where it is located 
and allows for the formation of coherent ur-
ban fragments encircled by modernism.
Finally, we will talk about a public settlement 
outside the prominent arteries such as Bar-
baros Boulevard, Istasyon Street, Government 
Square, and Rahmi Günay Street which is not 
defined by any modernity axis. There is a cem-
etery consisting of groves near the urban area 
known as the “Yukarı Tekke”.25 This area, 
known as Eğrikavak cemetery, was allocated 
to village services as a provincial organization 
after which the cemetery was removed and the 
area became a small campus. Village Services 
institution was founded in 1984 with adminis-
trative and service units (Fig. 13). As a result, 
all of these public buildings, constituted as a 
campus, are important in terms of attracting 
civil servants and workers’ housing coopera-
tives to the immediate vicinity.

Conclusion

Zaključak

In a wider context, modern architecture and 
Modern Movement correspond to modernity 
conditions. Modernism is accepted as a syn-
chronic narrative within the Eurocentric nar-
ratives. However, modern history of the non- 
European countries can be assumed to be 
diachronic. In this regard, Turkey experi-
enced modernization by the nation-state con-
cept. Ankara as the capital city serves as a 
model for other Anatolian cities. Although 
similar urban transformations emerged after 

Fig. 12 Numune Hospital
Sl. 12. Bolnica Numune

Fig. 11 Worker’s Insurance Hospital in Istasyon 
Street
Sl. 11. Bolnica radničkog osiguranja u Ulici Istasyon

25	 Üredi, 2006: 230
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the 1930s in Turkey, Sivas experienced mod-
ernization practice artificially. What makes 
Sivas important in this period is that public 
buildings of the nation-state were transferred 
to urban space and this caused spatial 
changes and revealed a traditional-modern 
dilemma.

The Modernism period in Sivas, between 
1930-1980, is notable for its powerful spatial 
pattern which articulated the urban texture. 
Although Sivas began to experience modern-
ization artificially, the urban texture changed 
rapidly. In particular, public buildings, facto-
ries and public campuses have caused spa-
tial organizations of the city to comprehen-
sively renew due to the dominant spatial 
character of publicness. On an urban scale, 
public buildings and their campuses accom-
modate clues of modern architecture and 
also, have a functional structure in terms of 
internalization of modernism. On the other 
hand, the penetration of these spatial organi-
zations in urban space constitute defined 
spatial elements in their immediate vicinity. 
Penetration strategy of public buildings and 
campuses have an architectural attitude as 
well as modernism’s stylistic features. On an 
urban scale, this penetration strategy leads 
to the deformation of traditional urban tex-
ture. In the period from 1930-1950, public 
buildings in Sivas, except for factories, were 
often included in the traditional fabric with 
singular scale building programs.

In addition to this, modernization through 
public buildings and campuses in Sivas cre-
ated new areas in the urban texture. The ar-
chitectural organizations of these campuses 
have a subjective attitude toward Sivas in 
terms of spatial clustering. Articulation types 
of these modern buildings have a linear con-
figuration and they affect the content of the 
urban texture in their immediate vicinity. For 
example, transformations have been experi-
enced thanks to the urban dynamics that 

emerged on the western side of the city. At 
first, factories with their campuses triggered 
settlement movements on the west side of 
the city. Eventually, the axis between the rail-
way station and the Cement Factory became 
the backbone where the public buildings, es-
pecially campuses, are located. The strong 
urban structure, which has existed on the 
western side of the city since the 1960s, is a 
sign that modernization practice is now inter-
nalized. This backbone will continue to be 
equipped with the provincial organizations of 
the public buildings which were also campus-
es until the 1980s. Thanks to this public activ-
ity, resettlement movements have increased 
in the immediate surroundings; especially 
through the slums and the cooperatives, 
housing density increased and the city mor-
phology expanded to the south and west. As 
a result, public buildings and campuses in 
Sivas contribute to the definition of modern-
ism and provide a living modernist aesthetic.

[Written in English by the author,  
proof-read by Jacquelyn Coiro,  

Yozgat Bozok University, Turkey]

Fig. 13 Village Services Institution
Sl. 13. Seoski servisi
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Summary
Sažetak

Analiza arhitekture moderne na primjerima javnih zgrada u Sivasu

Proglašenjem Republike 1923. godine Turska je kao 
nacionalna država krenula putem modernizacije. 
Tražeći načine kako unaprijediti tehnički i ekonom-
ski razvoj, utemeljitelji Republike slijedili su razvoj-
ni put modernizacije društva. Moderna se u tom 
procesu pojavila kao prikladan alat. S jedne su 
strane razvojne inicijative ostvarene osnivanjem 
modernih tvornica u zemlji i uspostavom željeznič-
ke mreže. A s druge je strane moderna utjecala po-
najprije na arhitekturu i stil života u Ankari, a po
slije i u ostalim anatolijskim gradovima. Tako su 
nastale javne zgrade i stanovi izgrađeni u duhu 
moderne kao alternativa tradicionalnomu urba-
nom tkivu. Nakon Drugoga svjetskog rata, zajedno 
s politikom liberalizacije u Turskoj, kontekst mo-
dernizma promijenio se u pogledu gradskog pro-
stora. Modernistička klima koja se razvila zbog ar-
hitektonskih i urbanističkih intervencija prije 1950. 
omogućila je pripremnu infrastrukturu za artikula-
ciju novih urbanih dijelova u kojima je urbano mje-
rilo došlo do izražaja nakon 1950. godine.
Ovaj se rad bavi praksom modernizacije u kontek-
stu grada Sivasa. Glavni je cilj analize ispitati inter-
vencije na gradskoj periferiji kroz prostornu dina-
miku koju su potaknule tvornice izgrađene u ranom 
razdoblju Republike, kao i trendovi ponovnog na-
seljavanja tih prostora u gradu Sivasu. Prije 1950. 
javne su se zgrade u Sivasu gradile fragmentarno i 
pojedinačno. No, nakon 1950. došlo je do racional-
nog pristupa planiranju, što je povezano također s 
promjenom načina razumijevanja ovih procesa.
Nakon 1950. javne su zgrade bile organizirane u 
formi kampusa, iako su bile definirane specifičnim 
funkcionalnim programom. Može se reći da su na-
kon 1950. godine javne građevine u gradovima bile 
produžetak provincijalne organizacije, kao što su 
regionalne uprave cesta, pa su pridodane gradu u 

formi kampusa. U pozicioniranju tih kampusa, SRW 
kampus predstavlja razdjelnicu između istočnoga i 
zapadnoga dijela grada.
Glavna moderna arterija, kao što je Ulica Istasyon, 
nastala je u istočnom dijelu grada, gdje su izgrađe-
ne razne javne zgrade. Duž osi Trga Vlade i Ulice 
Atatürk pojedine su javne zgrade reprezentativni 
primjeri estetike moderne, primjerice Časnički klub 
(Orduevi) ili zgrade Emlak kreditne banke. Prve 
modernističke škole, kao što je osnovna škola Fev
zipaşa, prebačene su u rahliju strukturu naselja; 
imale su svoje parkove i zadobile karakterističnu 
formu kampusa pozicioniranjem više od jedne škol
ske zgrade u istome parku duž osi Ulice Kepenek.
To se može smatrati prvom etapom estetike mo-
derne u urbanom prostoru. Osobito reprezentativ-
na zgrada iz razdoblja između 50-ih i 60-ih godina 
20. stoljeća jest bolnica Numune u Ulici Rahmi 
Günay, gdje je također smještena i industrijsko-
strukovna srednja škola. Bolnica Numune prvi je 
primjer ublažavanja stroge estetike moderne iz 
razdoblja prije 1950-ih godina. Takvi projekti poja-
vili su se u Ulici Istasyon tek sedamdesetih godina 
20. stoljeća. Kampus, izgrađen kao Bolnica radnič-
kog osiguranja, sastoji se od nekoliko jedinica i 
nalazi se na urbanom prostoru neobilježenom pej-
sažnim uređenjem.
Ovi strukturni programi uslužnih i zdravstvenih je-
dinica diversificirani su provincijalnom organizaci-
jom novih javnih institucija koje su nastale u pro-
mijenjenim okolnostima nakon pedesetih godina 
20. stoljeća. Može se reći da su nakon 1950. godine 
javne zgrade građene putem opsežnih intervencija 
u gradskom prostoru. Te inicijative u malome mje-
rilu kampusa odredile su način na koji su se gradile 
javne zgrade još naglašenijim i dovele do definicije 
urbanoga mjerila upravo kroz te kampuse. Najrani-

ja i najprestižnija organizacija u takvom procesu 
jest 16. Regionalna uprava za ceste.
Kampus koji se prostire na velikoj površini sadrži 
objekte za stanovanje, društvene sadržaje, uslužne 
sadržaje i upravnu zgradu u zapadnom dijelu grada. 
To je prvi javni projekt u razdoblju nakon 1950. go-
dine izgrađen, prvi put nakon tvornica, temeljem 
državno potpomognutog višestrukturnog progra-
ma. Sve javne zgrade i tvornice koje su bile prese-
ljene u urbani prostor, kao što su Opservatorij, 
Uprava za zemljišta i vode, 19. Regionalna uprava 
državnih hidrauličkih radova i dr., pojavile su se s 
drukčijim sadržajem od onoga imidža modernizma 
stvorenog u nacionalnoj državi prije 1950. godine.
Kao rezultat toga industrijska je zona u zapadnom 
dijelu grada, okružena Željezničkom remontnom 
tvornicom, Vojnom tvornicom šivanja i Tvornicom 
cementa, stvorila dinamiku prakse modernizacije na 
primjeru grada Sivasa. Nakon 1950. godine to pod-
ručje postaje okosnica grupiranja javnih zgrada, 
osobito kampusa. Primjeri kao što su Bolnica Numu-
ne ili Bolnica radničkog osiguranja pokazuju da su 
javne zgrade nakon 1950. planirane kao kampusi.
U zapadnom dijelu grada, kao industrijskoj zoni prije 
1950. godine, nalazile su se tvornice. U istome su 
razdoblju moderne javne zgrade utjecale na tradicio
nalno projektiranje naselja. Primjeri škola i ostalih 
obrazovnih institucija pokazuju (premda su u počet-
ku bile građene kao individualne zgrade) da dolazi 
do njihova spontanoga grupiranja, zahvaljujući lo-
kaciji, u istome urbanom području. Zbog konsolidi-
ranja tvornica i javnih kampusa u zapadnome dijelu 
grada prvi su gradski ‘slamovi’ nastali oko tvornica i 
javnih zgrada; gustoća stanovanja povećala se kroz 
zadruge, a grad se širio prema jugu i zapadu, dok je 
dilema u pogledu odnosa tradicionalnoga i moder-
noga postajala sve očitija u gradskom prostoru.
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