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Abstract: The aim of this study was to explore the experience of parents whose children are in active treatment for various types 

aggravating circumstances of treatment, they noted inadequate physical conditions, increased costs of living, inadequate support 
of family members and a prejudicial environment. During the process of medical treatment, parents found the following factors 
helpful: child’s strength, other parents’ support, community members, and the expertise of medical staff. This paper emphasises the 
complexities and importance of understanding parenting processes that can operate throughout the disease trajectory for families 
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(It was a big shock. I don’t even know 
how I drove myself from X to Y. These two ‘movies’ 
I don’t even have in my head. All I know is that I 
didn’t feel my legs at all.. (3)).

.

beautiful long hair and I couldn’t do it because I 
felt horrible. At that moment, I was collecting her 
little hair and now I have a bag of it, to which my 
husband told me, ‘You’re crazy! Why do you want 
that?!’ However, I couldn’t detach myself from it! 
Because here is where the first symptoms show that 
it’s here and you don’t have the strength for it… (6)).
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-

-

(…When I’m in the hospital, we’re here, we 
do the planned therapy, it goes fast, we go home, 
charge our batteries, go back to the hospital and 
go all over again and so it goes...and we still have 
a lot of chemo to go through, it’s a big programme 
because of the difficult type and degree of the dis-
ease…(8)).

-

-

(…If you don’t help yourself, 
all those psychotherapists don’t mean anything... 
of course it’s great, that positive support is great, 
but it’s essential that you find your way out on your 
own…(8)).

(We don’t do some things when the immune 
system is bad and we all know that, but we all go 
and laugh and go out. We are happy with small 
things and we don’t look at the world with the same 
eyes as we did before, we live ‘day-by-day’…(2)). 

-

-
-

(…There is no dignity here 
because they don’t have a place for a dying child, 
so a child is dying among five of them and the 
children are watching. Do you know how terrible 
that is? (3)).

(…These are confined conditions. All 
of us tolerate each other there as much as we can. 
There are five different personalities with five dif-
ferent personalities of their children, which are 10 
people at the same time. However, we all tolerate 
each other and it’s manageable, actually ok, we can 
endure (6)). -

-

(We 
don’t have a place to sit down, you know, to have 
some room somewhere, something like a living 
room, you know, so maybe we could sit down. 
During the winter we don’t have anywhere to sit 
down, we can only freeze outside and catch an 
infection so we can’t be by our child…(8)). 

-



89

-

-

(…I think they are highly educated and I give 
them credit for that, but I think they don’t have 
good working conditions. Another thing, it’s a 
team of doctors, there are four of them, they know 
everything about all the patients, that’s amazing… 
let’s say, especially nurse XX, hats off to her, she 
really knows the medical history of each child, I 
mean, you come across her in the hallway, you 
don’t even get a chance to introduce yourself, she 
knows everything about your child and all the doc-
tors are really perfect (6)).

-

-

(…it was difficult to get informa-
tion about her daughter’s health state, and she had 

-

-

 
-

(Well, 
when she’s in the hospital, we don’t use the car, we 
go on foot or by tram instead, just to save gas those 
five days. Then you need to take her by car every 
day because of bad test results. You can’t take her 
in a tram…(6)).

-

-

-

(I know how you feel’ Well...is it true 
that you’re in pain? (7))

One morning he went 
to see his aunt in the shop because she always 
works late and then her boss saw him coming on 

that this kid mustn’t ever come again because when 
people see him, they get frightened and don’t want 
to buy anything. Imagine a child going through 
chemotherapy whom you have to tell not to come 
and see his aunt…(8)). 

-
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-

(…it is important that the cancer is 
curable…(7)).

-

-

-

(…I know that you and I will beat this togeth-
er…(2)). -

”.
(…Why do we need 

a psychiatrist because we have each other and 
because simply, no psychiatrist will understand 
us as a parent understands another parent? When 
we look at each other, we know that something is 
not right or that everything is fine…(8)).
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