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On the request of the emperor Leopold I, Zagreb bishop Petar Petretić made a short report about the activities of Gabrijel Mijakić, who was a bishop of the Eastern Rite Marča diocese. It was planned that Mijakić would work on propagation of Eastern Rite among the orthodox inhabitants (Vlachs) of the Croatian-Slavonian military border. In his report Petretić stated that Mijakić has not kept his promise, made in 1663 when he was appointed as a bishop, that he would accept the Eastern Rite and reject the rule of orthodox patriarch of Peć. He also did not organize schools where youth from the Military border would accept catholic values. Petretić warned the emperor that Mijakić was active as a supporter of Vlachs during their conflicts with the Military border authorities. Such activity of Marča bishop was unauthorized and it only helped the spread of disobedience among the population of Military border. Petretić suggested that Mijakić should be removed and replaced with a more appropriate Eastern Rite bishop, but he did not consider that Franjo Androha, dean from Rijeka, would be a good choice, because Androha was not acquainted with the Eastern Rite and did not know the customs of the Military border orthodox population. Petretić’s report was substantiated by the similar reports made by his successor Martin Borković, other representatives of the Catholic Church and authorities of the Military border. The Court decided to replace Mijakić and this decision was justified with his alleged involvement in the conspiracy of Petar Zrinski and Fran Krsto Frankopan’s conspiracy against the emperor, although substantial evidence for this accusation did not exist. The real reason for his replacement was the fact that Mijakić did not work on the religious unification of the Military border orthodox population with the Catholic Church, but, fearing the wide scale rebellion among the orthodox population the authorities never made this reason public. Mijakić was replaced by Petretić’ protégé Pavao Zorčić, who was educated in Bologna.
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