INFORMACIJSKI I KOMUNIKACIJSKI ZNANSTVENICI I INSTITUCIJE / INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION SCIEN-
TISTS AND INSTITUTIONS
Informatol. 54, 2021., 1-2

109

The Technical University of Munich (TUM) is
one of Europe’s top universities. It is committed
to excellence in research and teaching, interdis-
ciplinary education and the active promotion of
promising young scientists. The university also
forges strong links with companies and scienti-
fic institutions across the world. TUM was one
of the first universities in Germany to be named
a University of Excellence. Moreover, TUM re-
gularly ranks among the best European univer-
sities in international rankings.

History of the Technical University of Munich

Ever since its founding in 1868, our university
has been at the forefront of innovation. Scien-
tists today have the same goal as their 19th cen-
tury counterparts: finding solutions to the ma-
jor challenges facing society as we move
forward. The university was founded to pro-
vide the state of Bavaria with a center of lear-
ning dedicated to the natural sciences. It has
played a vital role in Europe’s technological ad-
vancement and has the prestige of having pro-
duced a number of Nobel Prize winners.

In its capacity as an academic stronghold of
technology and science, the Technische Univer-
sitdt Miinchen (TUM) has played a vital role in
Bavaria's transition from an agricultural state to
an industrial state and Hi-Tech centre. Even to
the present dayj, it is still the only state technical
university. Numerous excellent TUM profes-
sors have secured their place in the history of
technology, many important scientists, archi-
tects, engineers and entrepreneurs studied
there. Such names as Karl Max von Bauernfe-
ind, Rudolf Diesel, Claude Dornier, Walther
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von Dyck, Hans Fischer (Nobel prize for Che-
mistry 1930), Ernst Otto Fischer (Nobel prize for
Chemistry 1973), August Foppl, Robert Huber
(Nobel prize for Chemistry 1988), Carl von
Linde, Heinz Maier-Leibnitz, Walther Me-
issner, Rudolf Mossbauer (1961 Nobel prize for
Physics), Willy Messerschmitt, Wilhelm Nus-
selt, Hans Piloty, Friedrich von Thiersch, Franz
von Soxhlet are closely connected with the
TUM.

The prerequisites for an academic training in
engineering were created at the start of the 19th
century when the advancement of technology
on the basis of exact sciences commenced. There
were also calls for a 'university for all technical
studies' in Bavaria. The "polytechnic schools' set
up in Augsburg, Munich and Nuremberg,
which bridged the gap between middle schools
and higher education colleges in their capacity
as 'lyceums’ (or high schools), were the first ap-
proach. For further qualification purposes, a
‘technical college' was set up in 1833 as part of
the Faculty of State Finance (Staatswirtschaftlic-
hen Fakultét) of the Ludwig Maximilian Uni-
versity, which had been transferred from
Landshut to Munich seven years previously.
The experiment failed. Instead, an advanced
‘engineering course' was established at the
Polytechnic School Munich in 1840, which was
the forerunner of what was later to become the
‘Technische Hochschule Miinchen'.

In 1868 King Ludwig II founded the newly
structured Polytechnische Schule Miinchen,
which had the status of a university, in Munich.
It was allowed to call itself 'Technische Hoc-
hschule' as from the academic year 1877/78. The
first Principal was the former Head of the Engi-
neering Course, Karl Max von Bauernfeind. In
the year of its foundation, the college took up
residence in the new building in Arcisstrasse
which was designed by Gottfried v. Neure-
uther. In those days, more than 350 students
were taught by 24 professors and 21 lecturers.
The college was divided into five sections: I. Ge-
neral Department (Mathematics, Natural Sci-
ence, Humanities, Law and Economics), II. En-
gineering Department (Structural Engineering
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and Surveying), III. Department of Architec-
ture, IV. Mechanical/Technical Department, V.
Chemical/Technical Department. Department
VI (Agriculture) was added in 1872.

Two of the university's long-standing requests
were met by the State after the turn of the cen-
tury: it was granted the right to award doctora-
tes in 1901, and in 1902 the election of the Prin-
cipal by the teaching staff was approved. With
an average of about 2,600 to 2,800 students, the
TH Miinchen ranked ahead of the TH Berlin as
the largest German Technical College for a
while. The first female undergraduate matricu-
lated in architecture in 1905, after the Bavarian
government officially allowed women to study
at a technical college in the German Reich.
However the proportion of female students re-
mained negligible; women accounted for just
0.6 per cent of the student body in the winter
semester of 1913/14.

During the Weimar Republic, the TH Miinchen
was obliged to make due with low funds and
was drawn into radical political struggles in
1918/19 and again between 1928 and 1933. In
the winter term of 1930/31 the National Socialist
German Student Union (NSDStB) became the
strongest group within the AStA general stu-
dent organisation of the THM for the first time.

The TH Miinchen was able to broaden its spec-
trum of subjects by taking over several smaller
colleges that were no longer viable. In 1922, the
former commercial college 'Handelshochschule
Miinchen' became the VII Department of Eco-
nomics. The former College of Agriculture and
Brewing in Weihenstephan was integrated in
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1930. Its agricultural unit was absorbed into the
Department of Agriculture — which was located
in Munich until 1947 before transferring toWe-
ihenstephan, while the brewing section became
Department VIII 'Brewing Technology' belon-
ging to the TH Miinchen yet located in Weihen-
stephan. The tradition of the Weihenstephan
campus dates back to the agricultural school fo-
unded in 1804, which was elevated to the status
of an academy in 1895 and a university in 1920.

The eight departments of the TH Miinchen
were reorganised into six faculties in 1934. This
was reduced to five (General Sciences, Structu-
ral Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Agri-
culture, Brewing) in1940.

The new designation of 'Technische Universitat
Miinchen' was conferred in August 1970. With
the introduction of the Bavarian Higher Educa-
tion Law in 1974, the six faculties were replaced
by eleven smaller departments, which soon re-
sumed the designation of Faculties: 1. Mathe-
matics and Informatics, 2. Physics, 3. Chemis-
try, Biology and Geoscience, 4. Economics and
Social Sciences, 5. Structural Engineering and
Surveying, 6. Architecture, 7. Mechanical Engi-
neering, 8. Electrical Engineering and Informa-
tion Technology, 9. Agriculture and Horticul-
ture, 10. Brewing, Food Technology and Dairy
Science, 11. Medicine. In addition, several inter-
disciplinary central institutes were established,
initially for regional planning and environmen-
tal research, as well as sports sciences. The 're-
gulated student organisation' was abolished in
Bavaria and replaced by structures of student
involvement within the context of the newly in-
troduced group representation concept.
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