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drift from the range of the psychological norm towards the range of the borderline anomalous personality 
under the influence adverse environmental factors. The aggravation of the manifestations of psychopathy 
and emancipation is observed against the background of high rates of masculinization, which indicates an 
increase in the psychoneuroendocrine activity. 

The detected negative psycho-typological drift is accompanied by the transformation of psychological 
personal experiences into pathopsychological with an increase in neurotic depression (dysthymic mood, 
pessimism, impoverishment of motivations, a feeling of hopelessness), obsessive-phobic manifestations 
(increased anxiety, fear, obsessive experiencing repeated splashings of fear and anxiety, self-distrust). 
Vegetative instability is especially noticeable when exposed to banal stimuli, when fluctuations in blood 
pressure, pulse, hyperemia, hyperhidrosis, algic sensations occur. Against this background, the 
psychological tendency to alcoholization is growing and stabilizing, reflecting the formation of personal 
decompensation. 

Pathopsychological express-diagnostics can distinguish adolescents whose psycho-typological features, 
psychological and mental state have undergone abnormal variability during long-term interaction of 
internal constitutional factors with environmental, in particular, with complex chemical inorganic 
compositions. 

At the same time, the psycho-physiological constitution of a person undergoes “loosening” with 
changes homeostasis, which provides a more pronounced and global impact of adverse environmental 
(chemical) factors with the appearance of non-typical symptoms in the structure of the 
pathopsychological syndromes in adolescents. This is so-called intra-syndromic pathomorphosis. Thus, the 
appearance of dysthymic symptoms in the structure of depressive disorder, the severity and persistence of 
chronic pain, most likely indicate an increasing organic variability of the brain. 

The combination of interconnected and reciprocal triad: psychopathsation, masculinization and 
alcoholism draws attention, reflecting the neurotoxic and neuroendocrinotoxic destructive effects of 
chemical environmental factors. 

Thus, a polluted environment can destructively affect neurometabolism of the brain, violating the 
standard psychological and mental health parameters of adolescents living in regions with unhealthy 
ecology. The results long-term experimental psychological study of adolescents born and living in 
chemically polluted habitats have found persistent neurotoxic and psychoneuroendocrinotoxic effects of 
complex chemical inorganic compositions, manifested by intra-syndromic and constitutional-oriented 
pathomorphism. 

Conclusion: Under the influence of external and internal causes, the pathogenetic essence of abnormal 
brain variability changes with the development of psychopathological and pathopsychological symptoms, 
which are not typical for adolescents from the regions with the healthy environment. 

* * * * *  
 
 

SOCIOCULTURAL PATHOMORPHOSIS OF MENTAL DISEASES 
Igor Boev, K.M. Bachaeva, H.M. Khazbulatova, K.I. Basuyeva & K.Z. Kafarova 

Stavropol State Medical University, Stavropol, Russia 

Background: In the modern history of Russia, parting with childhood marks the transition from fairy 
tales to misanthropic "cartoons", in which there is no conscience, love, kindness, but greed, hatred, 
hypocrisy and betrayal abound. The so-called “globalization” conflicts with national traditions, mentality, 
ethnic and linguistic barriers that impede “globalization”. The conflict of generational change is growing, 
accompanied by a change of collectivist ideology to an individualistic one and the realization of the 
egoistic psychological principle “nothing personal, only business,” which leads to an increase in alcoholism 
and drug abuse. 

The purpose of the study is a comparative assessment of manifestations of conversion disorders among 
the population of the Caucasus region in areas where social and military cataclysms occurred. 

Subjects and methods: The study used clinical psychopathological, pathopsychological and statistical 
methods. Phenomenological, psychopathological, and pathopsychological conversion manifestations were 
analyzed in 72 adults aged 18 to 45 years. All objects professed Islam and survived two local wars. 

Results: In our observations, after two social and military catastrophes on the territory of Chechen 
Republic, a decrease in the cultural and general educational level of the population was observed, which 
led to a conversion type of distortion of characterological and personality reactions. Archetypical ethno-
religious ideas about dark beings Jins” that “penetrate” inside and seize the body and soul of man have 
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been actualized. At the height of everyday psycho-traumatic situations, intractable due to national 
traditions and mentality, a psychomotor attack develops with “loss of consciousness”, when a patient 
hears almost everything that happens around, sees the behavior of relatives, notes, who helps him during 
an attack, and who does not help, and remembers what is happening. 

During a conversion attack of the type of “large convulsive hysterical attack, there is first a slight 
tremor of the whole body, then a fine tremor turns into a “body beat” on the ground, and then the 
chaotic twisting and spreading of the limbs begin. A conversion attack can last from 3-5 minutes to 2-3 
hours. A fragmented twilight state of consciousness is noted, but the cortical functions are not completely 
disabled. At this time, the patient makes inarticulate sounds, reminiscent of "mooing" or loud cries with a 
modified voice modulation, reminiscent of the roar of wild animals. Mimicry is distorted and becomes 
torturous. It is assumed that at this moment there is an active movement of the “Jin” through the body, 
which is accompanied by tears and sobs. Only separate episodes of memories after an attack remain. In 
this case, if the “gin” seizes and controls the person, then in a rude voice, demands are made so that, for 
example, the husband or any relative does not approach. “Jin” claims that the patient belongs to him 
personally, he “searched for him for a long time”, now he “found it and will not give it to anyone”. “Jin” 
usurps the role of her husband and drives away the real husband with shouts, screams, curses and threats, 
at least “to bring damage”. The husband usually waits patiently for the expulsion of the “Jin”, who often 
“moved” through the veins of the patient and “hid” in certain organs. 

During this, sometimes 2-5-year period, representatives of religious institutions – mullahs – actively 
cooperated with the patient, using, often successfully for a short period of time, Islamic spiritual 
practices, in particular, exorcism, reading the Koran and other methods of Islamic medicine. It should be 
noted that during Islamic practices, an improvement was noted, and then the patients had the same 
conversion attacks with partial twilight stupefaction, with even greater external manifestation, 
expression, shouts, “roar of gin”, which “did not want” to leave body and soul of the patient. Out of the 
attack was accompanied by fragmentary amnesia. It should be noted that conversion disorders almost 
always culminate in the formation of the depressive syndrome of the neurotic level. Patients partially 
understand the relationship of mental disorders with the essence of the traumatic situation, when, for 
example, the parents of the husband did not want to see the patient as a wife or the husband had a 
girlfriend in love with him before the wedding. It is assumed that it was this girl that “caused damage”. 
Despite the expressiveness of clinical manifestations, the degree of their severity is not critical. 

It should be noted that the conversion states were characterized by partial twilight stupefaction in the 
form of a narrowing of the field of consciousness, without completely turning off the higher cortical 
functions, with fragmented subsequent amnesia. Psychopathological analysis of the entire period of the 
disease showed that personality, pathocharacterological, neurotic, or psychopathic manifestations 
prevailed and increased. 

We believe that repeated extended social and military catastrophes in Chechnya led to defensive 
actualization of the religious-ethnic archetypes of response among the population in the form of 
conversion syndromes, which may be due to the observed decrease in cultural and educational levels. 

* * * * *  
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Spirituality as a dimension of quality of life and well-being has recently begun to be more valued within 
the treatment approaches to mental health. A range of studies have also looked at spirituality or 
affiliation to spiritual or religious groups in relation to suicide and suicide attempts. Nisbet et al. (2000) 
reported that the suicide rate is four times lower in people who attend religious activities. In this study of 
31 patients with depression, it is found that those who are attending religious activities, or those who 
have reported having a spiritual faith, were significantly less likely to have suicidal attempts. Results 
suggest that religious attendance and spiritual faith is associated with decreased suicide attempts. These 
findings that the depressive patients who have no religious affiliation, who are not attending religious 
activities or having spiritual faith, have higher rates of suicide attempts gives an association that religion 
and spirituality may act as a protective factor against suicide attempts, because of the religious social 
mores or ‘rules’ which prevent behaviors as suicide attempts. 




