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Aroman altar with an inscription dedicated to Mithras was found in the area of Teutoburgium 42 years ago. Although it is part of Vukovar City
Museum’s permanent display (inv. no AZ-550), until now it had never been published in the scholarly literature. In this paper the inscription will
be reconstructed, analysed and interpreted for the first time. Additionally, the other, published Mithraic altar from Teutoburgium (CIMRM I,
1635) will be reconsidered. It will be concluded that both of them belonged to the same time period and that they ornated one or two unlocated
temples.

Key words: Mithras, cult, altar, temple, Pannonia inferior, Teutoburgium

Rimski Zrtvenik posvecen Mitri naden je na podrucju Teutoburgija prije Cetrdeset dvije godine. lako je dio stalnoga postava Gradskoga Muzeja
Vukovar (inv. br. AZ-550), dosad nije objavljen u znanstvenoj literaturi. U radu se prvi puta rekonstruira, analizira i interpretira natpis na spome-
niku. Osim toga, iznova se razmatra i drugi, ve¢ objavljeni Zrtvenik posvecen Mitri iz Teutoburgija (CIMRM II, 1635). Zakljucak je da pripadaju

istome razdoblju i da su ukrasavali jedno ili vise zasad nelociranih svetista.

Kljucne rijeci: Mitra, kult, Zrtvenik, svetiste, Donja Panonija, Teutoburgij

In 1979, while ploughing at a field called ‘Crepulja’ in Bo-
rovo (Croatia), Maksim Bjelica found a Roman altar (Fig. 1). Its
findspot is in the area of Teutoburgium, the Roman auxiliary
fort built on the Pannonian limes during the last quarter of
the 1t century AD which occupied a commanding position
near the confluence point between the Danube and the
Drava river.! Thus, it controlled one of the major routes into
the province of Pannonia inferior. Bjelica donated the altar

1 Teutoburgium is mentioned in the literary sources (Ptolem. Geogr. Il 15,3;
It. Ant. 243; Tab. Peut. VI 2; Not. Dign. occ. 32, 4; 11; 23; 30; 47; Geogr. Rav. IV
20), but the majority of information comes from inscriptions found in the
area. Epigraphic sources testify that the first unit garrisoned there was the
ala Il Hispanorum Arvacorum. The ala | praetoria civium Romanorum was
stationed there during the most part of the 2" century AD, the ala I civium
Romanorum in the end of the 2" and the first half of the 3" century AD, and
the equites promoti and some detachments of the legio VI Herculia in the 4
century AD. See Pinterovi¢: 1954: 55-83; Mocsy 1974: 49-50, 88; Radman-
Livaja 2005: 939-952; Sanader 2008: 156 with previous literature.

doi.org/10.33254/piaz.38.2.6

Godine 1979, dok je orao polje Crepulja u Borovu, Mak-
sim Bjelica pronasao je rimski zZrtvenik (sl. 1). Mjesto nalaza
na podru¢ju je Teutoburgija, rimskoga pomoc¢nog logora
izgradenoga na panonskome limesu u posljednjoj cetvrti-
ni 1. stoljeca.! Zauzimao je polozaj s kojega se otvarao po-
gled na us¢e Drave u Dunav te se tako odonud kontrolirao
jedan od glavnih puteva kojima se dolazilo u provinciju
Donju Panoniju. Godine 1981. Bjelica je zrtvenik darovao

1 Teutoburgij (Teutoburgium) se spominje u knjiZzevnim izvorima (Ptolem.
Geogr. 1115,3; It. Ant. 243; Tab. Peut. VI 2; Not. Dign. Occ. 32, 4; 11; 23; 30; 47;
Geogr. Rav. IV 20), no vec¢ina informacija potjece s ondje pronadenih natpisa.
Epigrafskiizvorisvjedoce da je prva postrojba stacionirana na tom lokalitetu
bila ala Il. Hispanorum Arvacorum. Ala I. praetoria civium Romanorum ondje
je stacioniranavec¢im dijelom 2. stolje¢a, ala I civium Romanorum krajem 2. i
u prvoj polovici 3. stoljeca, a equites promoti i neki odredilegio VI Herculia u
4. stoljecu. Vidjeti: Pinterovi¢ 1954, 55-83; Mocsy 1974: 49-50, 88; Radman-
Livaja 2005: 939-952; Sanader 2008: 156, s prethodnom literaturom.
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to the Vukovar City Museum in 1981. Although it is part of
Museum’s permanent display (inv. no. AZ-550) the altar had
never been published in the scholarly literature until now.?

The altar is made of limestone (dimensions: 42 x 33 x
21.5 cm). It is, unfortunately, damaged. The lower part is
broken off and lost. On the preserved part, above the in-
scription field, there is a decoration consisting of simple
floral motifs: a palmette is in the middle, framed on both
sides by two rows of three volutes or tendrils. Fivefold tra-
beation can be seen below this decoration. Only three [i-
nes of the inscription have been preserved:

Gradskome Muzeju Vukovar. lako je dio stalnoga muzej-
skog postava (inv. br. AZ-550), Zrtvenik dosad nije objavljen
u znanstvenoj literaturi.?

Izraden je od vapnenca (dimenzije 42 x 33 x 21,5 cm) i
nazalost je ostecen. Donji je dio odlomljen i izgubljen. Na
saCcuvanome dijelu, iznad natpisnoga polja, dekoracija je
koja se sastoji od jednostavnih cvjetnih motiva: u sredini
je palmeta, a s obje strane zatvaraju je dva niza od po tri
volute ili vitice. Ispod ukrasa peterodijelno je grede. Sacu-
vana su samo tri retka natpisa:

Fig.1 Mithraic altar from Borovo, Vukovar City Museum inv. no. AZ-550 (Archive of Vukovar City Museum)
SI.1  Mitrin Zrtvenik iz Borova, Gradski muzej Vukovar, inv. br. AZ-550 (Arhiv Gradskoga muzeja Vukovar)

2 We would like to thank Gorana Kusi¢ from Vukovar City Museum for provid-
ing us pictures and information about the altar. Photographs, the primary
data concerning its appearance and two readings of the inscription can be
found on two websites since 2016: Epigraphik-Datenbank Clauss / Slaby
(EDCS) no. 68600021 and Ubi erat lupa (UEL) no. 26329.
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2 Zahvaljujemo Gorani Kusi¢ iz Gradskoga Muzeja Vukovar na ustupljenim
fotografijama i osnovnim informacijama o Zrtveniku. Uz fotografije, neki su
podaci o njegovu izgledu te dva Citanja natpisa od 2016. godine dostupni na
dvjema mreZznim stranicama: Epigraphik-Datenbank Clauss / Slaby (EDCS) br.
68600021 i Ubi erat lupa (UEL) br. 26329.
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INVICTO
MITRE

IVL RASCI/RACCI
]

Invicto / Mitre / lul(ius) Rasci or Racci /[—].2

4

“To the Invincible Mithras lulius Rasci[—] or Racci[—]..."

The first line of the inscription consists of the custo-
mary attribute of Mithras, Invicto (dat. sg. masc.). The letter
O is much smaller than the other letters because the local
stonemason could not estimate how much space was left
at the end of the lines. Mithra’s name (dat. sg.) is in the se-
cond line. The letters H and A are missing (Mitre instead of
Mithrae), and that was probably due to the stonemason’s
ignorance or pronunciation. The third line contains the
dedicant’s nomen gentile, lulius, abbreviated to IVL, which
was often the case in Roman inscriptions. After the dot of
the interpunction the beginning of his cognomen follows.
We believe that the letters RASCI or RACCI can be discerned
there. The letters R and A are clearly visible despite the bre-
akage. This is followed by the upper part of the letter S or C
and, probably, a much smaller C (similar to the O in the first
line, due to the stonemason’s concern over the lack of spa-
ce). The last letter is probably an /. Due to the supposed size
of the altar, the inscription field may have had three or four
additional lines of text, which would have surely contained
the remainder of the dedicant’s cognomen and possibly
an indication of his service, the noun for altar (ara) or the
type of sanctuary, and perhaps the verb denoting whether
it was bequeathed, constructed, renovated or furnished. It
may have been concluded with the formula v(otum) s(olvit)
I(ibens) m(erito) or specified the name of the person in who-
se honour the altar was erected.

We assume that the dedicant’s name formula could be
lulius Rasci[—] or Racci[—].* Since the altar is considerably
damaged we cannot reconstruct dedicant’s cognomen
and speculate on his origin. Based on the fact that Mithra-
ic cult in Pannonia is mainly attested in 2" or 3" century
AD, also bearing in mind the dedicant’s name formula, the
inscription may be roughly dated to the 2" or 3 century
AD (Mocsy 1959: 148-149; Barkoczi 1964: 284). Dedicant’s
early Imperial nomen gentile suggests that his family re-
ceived their Roman citizenship much earlier than the altar
was erected.

Another limestone altar dedicated to Mithras was fo-
und in the modern village of Dalj (Croatia) in 1910, the site
where the Roman fort of Teutoburgium has been establis-
hed (Fig. 2).°

3 At the EDCS website the reading of the inscription is: Invicto / Mit(h)r(a)e /
lulius Racci/[---]. Website UAL adds another one: Invicto / Mit(h)r(a)e / lul(ius)
Rasci/[---].

4 Onomasticon provinciarum Europae Latinarum (OPEL) does not mention
neither cognomina or gentilicia which begin with letter RASCI or RACCI.

5 Archaeological Museum in Zagreb, inv. no. 742 (dimensions: 58.5 x 24 x 20
cm). We would like to thank lvan Radman-Livaja for providing us pictures of
the altar.

INVICTO
MITRE

IVL RASCI/RACCI
[—]

Invicto / Mitre / lul(ius) Rasci ili Racci /[—].2
.Nepobjedivome Mitri, Julije Rasci[—] ili Racci[—]..."

U prvome je retku natpisa uobicajeni Mitrin atribut Ne-
pobjedivi (Invicto, dativ jednine muskoga roda). Slovo O
znatno je manje od ostalih slova jer lokalni klesar nije mo-
gao procijeniti koliko ¢e mu prostora ostati do kraja retka. U
drugome je retku Mitrino ime u dativu. Slova Hi A nedosta-
ju (Mitre umjesto Mithrae) $to se, vjerojatno, moze pripisati
klesarevu neznanju. Treci redak sadrzava kraticu dedikan-
tova gentilicija Julije (fulius) - IVL. Nakon interpunkcije slije-
di pocetak njegova kognomena. Smatramo da se tu mogu
razabrati slova RASCI ili RACCI. Slova R i A jasno su vidljiva
unato¢ ostecenju uslijed loma. Slijede gornji dijelovi slova
Sili C te, vjerojatno, znatno manje slovo C (kao slovo O u
prvome retku) jer se i na tome mjestu klesar brinuo da ne-
¢e imati dovoljno prostora. Posljednje slovo vjerojatno je
I. S obzirom na pretpostavljenu veli¢inu zrtvenika, na nat-
pisnom su polju bila jos tri ili Cetiri retka teksta u kojima je
vjerojatno bio ostatak dedikantova kognomena, moguce i
skraceni naziv postrojbe u kojoj je sluzio. Mozda je ondje
bila imenica koja oznacava zZrtvenik (ara) ili vrstu svetista
te glagol koji bi kazivao jesu li zrtvenik ili svetiSte zavjeto-
vani, izgradeni, obnovljeni ili uredeni. Mozda je zavriavao
formulom v(otum) s(olvit) I(ibens) m(erito) ili, pak, navodom
imena osobe u Ciju je Cast Zrtvenik podignut.

Pretpostavljamo da bi formula dedikantova imena mo-
gla biti Julije Rasci[—] ili Racci[—].* Bududi da je zrtvenik
znatno ostecen, ne mozemo rekonstruirati dedikantov
kognomen niti nagadati o njegovu podrijetlu. Na temelju
¢injenice da je Mitrin kult u Panoniji uglavhom potvrden
u 2.i 3. stoljecu te imajuci na umu dedikantovu imensku
formulu, natpis je moguce okvirno smjestiti u 2. ili 3. stolje-
ce (Mocsy 1959: 148-149; Barkoczi 1964: 284). Gentilicij iz
vremena ranoga Carstva upucuje da je dedikantova obitelj
dobila rimsko drzavljanstvo daleko prije negoli je Zrtvenik
podignut.

U Dalju je, na lokalitetu rimskoga vojnog logora Teuto-
burgija, 1910. godine otkriven vapnenacki zrtvenik takoder
posvecen Mitri (sl. 2).°

3 Namreznoj stranici EDCS Citanje je: Invicto / Mit(h)r(a)e / lulius Racci/[---], a
na UAL dodano je i Invicto / Mit(h)r(a)e / lul(ius) Rasci/[---].

4 Onomasticon provinciarum Europae Latinarum (OPEL) ne spominje ni kogno-
mene ni gentilicije koja zapocinju slovima RASCI ili RACCI.

5 Arheoloski muzej u Zagrebu, inv. br. 742 (dimenzije 58,5 x 24 x 20 cm). Za-
hvaljujemo Ivanu Radmanu-Livaji na ustupljenim slikama Zrtvenika.
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Fig.2 Mithraic altar from Dalj, Archaeological Museum in Zagreb, inv. no. 742
(Archive of the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb)

SI.2  Mitrin Zrtvenik iz Dalja, Arheoloski muzej u Zagrebu, inv. br. 742 (Arhiv Arhe-
oloskoga muzeja u Zagrebu)

IDM
[]T DV
[ ]TATVS
[JAICR
5 [ ]X DVPL
VSLM

I(nvicto) d(eo) M(ithrae) / [Ve?]t(urius) Du/[biltatus /
[vet(eranus)] a(lae) | (primae) c(ivium) Rlomanorum) 5 / [e]x
dupl(icario) / v(otum) s(olvit) I(ibens) m(erito).

“To the Invincible God Mithras, [Ve?]t(urius) Dubitatus,
veteran of the first ala of the Roman citizens, ex duplicari-
us, fulfilled his vow willingly and deservedly.”

6 See:Brun$mid 1911: 121, no. 742; ILjug Ill, 3015; CIMRM 11, 1635; Bulat 1960:
5-11; Pinterovi¢ 1967: 53-54; Selem 1980: 147-148, no. 123; Mitjug 22, no
20; L6érincz 2001: 184, no. 88; ROMIC I, Mithriaca, 136, no. 35, EDH 028182;
UEL 22674, EDCS 10102019.
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IDM
[]T DV
[ JTTATVS
[JAICR
5 [ ]X DVPL
VSLM

I(nvicto) d(eo) Mf(ithrae) / [Ve?]t(urius) Du/[bi]tatus /
[vet(eranus)] a(lae) | (primae) c(ivium) Rlomanorum) 5 / [e]x
dupl(icario) / v(otum) s(olvit) I(ibens) m(erito).

.Nepobjedivome Bogu Mitri, [Ve?lt(urije) Dubitat, ve-
teran prve ale rimskih gradana, bivsi duplikarij, rado je i
prema zaslugama ispunio zavjet.”

6 Vidjeti: Brundmid 1911: 121, br. 742; ILjug Ill, 3015; CIMRM 11, 1635; Bulat 1960:
5-11; Pinterovi¢ 1967: 53-54; Selem 1980: 147-148, br. 123; Mitjug 22, br. 20;
L6rincz 2001: 184, br. 88; ROMIC II, Mithriaca, 136, br. 35; EDH 028182; UEL
22674, EDCS 10102019.
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The dedicant was a veteran, ex duplicarius, of ala / ci-
vium Romanorum. According to his name formula J. Bru-
nSmid concluded that he was of Celtic origin, but D. Pin-
terovi¢ pleaded that he was Italic (Brunsmid 1911: 121, no
742; Pinterovi¢ 1957: 53-54). According to available data,
the ala | civium Romanorum was probably established du-
ring the Pannonian revolt of AD 6 — 9, or in its aftermath.
During Trajan’s Dacian wars it was transferred to Dacia for a
time and perhaps took partin the emperor’s Parthian cam-
paign. Diplomas and other epigraphic evidence indicate
that the ala came back to Pannonia Inferior under Hadri-
an and was stationed in various forts until the 3 century
AD, Teutoburgium being one of the last of them (Wagner
1938; Lérincz 1985: 177-189; 2001; Spaul, Cichorius 1994;
Roxan 1999: 249-273, part. 258-259). So, the second altar
dedicated to Mithras by the veteran, Veturius (?) Dubitatus,
may be dated to the end of the 2" or the first part of the
3 century AD. We assume that lulius Rasci[—] or Racci[—]
dedication to Mithras originates from the same period.
Perhaps he also was a soldier or veteran, a colleague of
Veturius Dubitatus. Roman military officials were, in addi-
tion to freedman and slaves, also employed in customs
or financial services, and dominant followers of Mithras
in Roman province Pannonia, especially in 3 century AD
(Selem 1976, 7; 1981: 154).

Both altars certainly stood in a mithraeum (or two dif-
ferent mithraea) of Teutoburgium, one of the numerous
places in Pannonia where the cult of Mithras was practised
between the 1°t and the 4" century AD.” Since we believe
that they belonged to the same period, we assume that
they ornated a sanctuary (or sanctuaries) probably built
when ala I civium Romanorum stayed in Teutoburgium, i.e.
in the 2" and 3 century AD. Unfortunately, it is by now
impossible to locate it (or them). The site was almost to-
tally destroyed during the construction of a brickyard in
the 19" century and also by the erosion of the Danube’s
riverbank (Bulat 1977: 77; Sanader 2003: 141; 2010: 230; Si-
mi¢ 2006: 113). Therefore, the precise location of the fort
or nearby vicus and necropolis were never systematically
excavated, and all extant evidence is the result of chance
finds by farmers and local amateur antiquarians, lacking
any archaeological context.®

Translation / Prijevod
Inga Vilogorac Br¢i¢

Proofreading / Lektura
Marko Maras

7 Onthe cult of Mithras, see recently: Clauss 2000; 2021; Bricault, Roy 2021;
Bricault et al. 2021. On Mithras in Pannonia, see recently: Vomer-Gojkovic¢
2001; Kiss 2011; Kremer 2012; Ferjancic¢ et al. 2016, 302-304; Walsh 2016;
PreloZnic, Nestorovi¢ 2018.

8 Impressive monuments of a different kind were found in Dalj and its vicin-
ity in Osijek-Baranya County (Croatia). Besides the two altars dedicated to
Mithras, the epigraphic evidence of other Roman cults in Teutoburgium
includes an inscription dedicated to Hercules (C/L 111 10255), two inscriptions
to luppiter Optimus Maximus (AE 1980, 725, CIL 111 3270) and one inscription
mentioning a statue of Mars Victor (CIL 11 10256).

Dedikant je veteran, bivsi duplikarij I. ale rimskih grada-
na (ala | civium Romanorum). Prema formuli njegova imena
J. Brundmid zakljucio je da je bio keltskoga podrijetla, no D.
Pinterovi¢ drzi da je bio Italik (Brundmid 1911: 121, br. 742;
Pinterovi¢ 1957: 53-54). Sudeci prema dostupnim podaci-
ma ala | civium Romanorum vjerojatno je ustanovljena za
vrijeme panonskoga ustanka od 6. do 9. godine ili nepo-
sredno nakon njega. Za Trajanovih Dackih ratova na neko
je vrijeme premjestena u Dakiju i mozda je sudjelovala u
carevom pohodu na Partiju. Diplome i drugi epigrafski
dokazi ukazuju na to da se Ala vratila u Donju Panoniju
za Hadrijana. Do 3. stoljeca bila je stacionirana u raznim
logorima, od kojih je Teutoburgij bio medu posljednjima
(Wagner 1938; Lérincz 1985: 177-189; 2001; Spaul, Cicho-
rius 1994; Roxan 1999: 249-273, posebno 258-259). Dakle,
drugi Zrtvenik $to ga je Mitri posvetio veteran Veturije (?)
Dubitat mozda potjece s kraja 2. ili iz prve polovice 3. sto-
ljeca. Pretpostavljamo da iz istoga razdoblja potjece i po-
sveta Julija Rasci[—] ili Racci[—]. MoZda je i on bio vojnik il
veteran, suborac Veturija Dubitata. Rimski vojni duznosnici
su, uz oslobodenike i robove, radili i u carinskim i financij-
skim sluzbama, a iz njihovih je redova u rimskoj provinciji
Panoniji dolazilo najvise Mitrinih sljedbenika, osobito u 3.
stoljecu (Selem 1976: 7; 1981: 154).

Zrtvenici su zasigurno stajali u teutoburikom mitreju
(ili mitrejima). Teutoburgij je jedno od niza naselja u Pano-
niji gdje je Mitrin kult potvrden od 1. do 4. stoljeca.” Buduci
da smatramo da su Zrtvenici iz istoga razdoblja, pretpo-
stavljamo da su krasili svetiste (ili svetista) koja su vjerojat-
no bila izgradena dok se ala | civium Romanorum nalazila u
Teutoburgiju, odnosno, u 2. i 3. stolje¢u. Nazalost, sad ga
(ili ih) vise nije moguce ubicirati. Lokalitet toga vojnog lo-
gora gotovo je posve unisten prilikom gradnje ciglane u
19. stoljecu, ali i uslijed erozije dunavske obale (Bulat 1977:
77; Sanader 2003: 141; 2010: 230; Simi¢ 2006: 113). Stoga
toc¢na lokacija logora ili obliznjega naselja (vicus) i nekro-
pole nije nikad sustavno istraZivana, a svi postojeci dokazi
proistjecu iz slu¢ajnih nalaza ondasnjih poljoprivrednika ili
ljubitelja starina te im nije poznat arheoloski kontekst.2

7 O Mitrinu kultu u novije vrijeme vidjeti: Clauss 2000; 2021; Bricault, Roy
2021; Bricault et al. 2021. O Mitri u Panoniji u novije vrijeme vidjeti: Vomer-
Gojkovi¢ 2001, Kiss 2011; Kremer 2012; Ferjancic et al. 2016: 302-304; Walsh
2016; Preloznic, Nestorovi¢ 2018.

8 Impresivni spomenici razlicite vrste pronadeni su u Dalju i njegovoj okolici
u Osjecko-baranjskoj Zupaniji. Osim dva Zrtvenika posvecena Mitri, medu
epigrafskim dokazima o drugim rimskim kultovima u Teutoburgiju isti¢u
se natpis posvecen Herkulu (CIL 111 10255), dva natpisa posvecena Jupiteru
Najboljem i Najvecem (AE 1980, 725, CIL 11 3270) te natpis koji spominje kip
Marsa Pobjednika(CIL 111 10256).
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ABBREVIATIONS / IZVORI

AE - L'année épigraphique

CIL - Corpus inscriptionum Latinarum

CIMRM - Vermaseren, M. J. (ed.) 1956, 1960, Corpus Inscriptionum et Mo-
numentorum Religionis Mithriacae -1, Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague.

EDCS - Epigraphik Datenbank Clauss-Slaby, http://www.manfredclauss.
de/ (visit 13.06. 2021)

EPRO - Etudes préliminaires aux religions orientales dans I'Empire romain

ILJug - Inscriptiones latinae quae in lugoslavia inter annos MCMXL et
MCMLX repertae et editae sunt (Situla, Vol 5, Ljubljana 1963);
Inscriptiones latinae quae in lugoslavia inter annos MCMLX et
MCMLXX repertae et editae sunt (Situla, Vol 19, Ljubljana 1978);
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