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ARE INDIVIDUAL INVENTORS INVISIBLE?  

THE MISSING LINK BETWEEN CREATIVE PEOPLE  

AND SUPPORT FOR INNOVATION

The research about the population of individual inventors/innovators in 
-

-

forms of support for inventors / patent owners and successful commerciali-
-

zation of inventions/patents? The research was designed and carried out on 
individual inventors/innovators in Croatia via combination of online question-
naire and telephone interviews. The acquired data were analysed by descrip-
tive statistics and nonparametric inferential statistics. Based on the results of 
the research, the literature and practical experience, a typology of individual 
inventors / innovators has been created. The research limitations relate to the 
lack of the institutional data and literature regarding the individual inventors. 

-
cies, there is also a theoretical contribution to existing literature. 

education
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1 INTRODUCTION 
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Figure 1. 

NATIONAL PATENT APPLICATIONS IN CROATIA BY APPLICANT TYPE 

(30. 6. 2020)
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Figure 2. 

IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL INNOVATORS 

nistva/
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2 INDIVIDUAL INVENTORS AND COMMERCIALISATION 

CHALLENGES
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3 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

tian paradox.
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THE WORKING STATUS OF RESPONDENTS
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Figure 4. 

THE EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF RESPONDENTS
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Figure 5. 

KIND OF SUPPORT RECEIVED
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MAJOR PROBLEMS (NEEDS) OF INVENTORS
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Figure 7. 

COMMERCIALISATION PRACTICE
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Figure 8. 

COMMERCIALISATION PROBLEMS
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Figure 9. 

INTENTIONS WITH THE INVENTIONS
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3.1 Typology and Education
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Table 1.

TYPOLOGY OF INVENTORS DETECTED IN THE INNOVATION 

MANAGEMENT PROJECT

Types of 

inventors “Innovation Management” trainees

invention(s)

Proprietor 

Avantime 

(invention too 

novel)

The idea (invention) is 

the market

Creative, not interested in 
Intend to sell the invention to 

Academic /
research project
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Figure 10. 

TYPOLOGY OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS
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test ( 2

p

Table 2. 

EDUCATION/CONSULTATION REGARDING PATENT APPLICATION

Inventor types n

Browsing internet 

before patent before patent after patent 

47 80.71 86.50 81.76

15 61.63 43.93 51.07

Invention too novel 10 46.75 51.85 53.55

Other 71 71.98 71.17 72.56
2

(p)

7.917

Bold



V. ŠUGAR, A. BELULLO, E. DŽANIĆ: Jesu li individualni izumitelji nevidljivi? Spona koja nedostaje između...
EKONOMSKI PREGLED, 72 (6) 840-868 (2021)860

COMMERCIALISATION BY INVENTOR TYPES

Inventor types n

 

of patents

47 2.28

15 2.53

Invention too novel 10 1.70

Other 71 1.83
2

(p)

2.160

(0.540)

64.323

Bold

2 p
2=64.323, p<0.05

z-

cant (z= sign 0: p
HA z= sign

z sign

2
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Table 4. 

CONTINGENCY TABLES FOR COMMERCIALIZATION OF PATENTS  

VS DIFFERENT FORMS OF SUPPORT

patents
2

p
No Yes

development

No 2.208*

(.098)Yes

No 6.145

Yes

application

No

Yes

No 1.045

(.167)Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Bold
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z=
p=

0 A

z=6.098, p<0.05) and 

z=10.482, p

Table 5. 

TYPES OF PROBLEMS OF INDIVIDUAL INNOVATORS  

AND EDUCATION 

Type of problem/needs

involved in the overall 

mean  

rank

Mann-

Whitney

z

p

mean  

rank

Mann-

Whitney

z

p

No 71.75

(0.853)

73.04

(0.348)Yes 73.39 66.27

No 71.72

(0.735)

71.80

(0.769)Yes 76.17 74.94

investor/partner

No 73.38

(0.448)

73.46

(0.324)Yes 67.76 67.49

No 71.64

(0.898)

72.32

(0.890)Yes 72.46 71.60

No 72.08

(0.934)

72.43

(0.569)Yes 71.09 66.86

No 65.02 -2.335 66.51 -2.244

Yes 79.92 78.22

Other
No 71.84

(0.920)

70.94

(0.401)Yes 72.67 76.54

Bold
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INVENTOR TYPES AND EDUCATION

Inventor types n

47 74.18 70.81

15 75.43 61.30

Invention too novel 10 63.20 76.40

Other 71 71.07 74.43
2

(p)

0.853

(0.837)

2.472

(0.480)

z p) in parenthesis 

p<0.05) think that 

4 CONCLUSION
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