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ABSTRACT

In the last few years, many offshore wind power plants are installed at North Sea and more are
under construction. Offshore grid would be vital in the integration of future offshore wind power
plant with the main land grid. Both, multi-terminal DC and AC cable systems are under consider-
ation in the concept of future offshore grid. The reactive power and voltage operating point for
such a network is important for the optimized operation. This article presents an optimization
criterion of voltage and reactive power control for an offshore AC grid having a parallel connect-
ing grid-forming converter. Multi-objective optimization problem is formulated considering four
reactive power management strategies. The solution of the optimization algorithm is analysed
and compared with respect to active power losses in the network, voltage variation, and reac-
tive power contribution by the sources. The research presents a methodology to apply a suitable
reactive power management strategy to achieve the best optimum operating points. The solu-
tion provides the optimum operating points for offshore wind farm reactive power, frequency
and voltage droop gain values for VSC-HVDC system, and reactive power sharing factor of HYDC
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transmission.

1. Introduction

The development of technologies associated with the
offshore wind farm have grown significantly in the past
10 years. The capacity of a single wind turbine has now
reached up to 12 MW i.e. Haliade-X. In 2018, newly
installed turbines rated capacity was 6.8 MW in aver-
age which is 15% larger than in 2017 [1]. Increase in a
wind turbine capacity also enables the development of
larger offshore wind farms. The average size of oftshore
wind farm has also increased from 79.6 MW (2017) to
561 MW (2018) [1]. Wind farm developers are explor-
ing favourable conditions deep into the sea to increase
the wind farm generation capacity. In 2018, two projects
were commissioned located almost 103 km from shore
i.e. Hornsea One and EnBW Hohe See [1]. In Europe,
the ambition of increasing offshore wind energy share
in the state electricity generation will require the devel-
opment of meshed offshore grid.

The concept of offshore grid at North and Baltic
sea will evolve gradually from the existing single
point radial connection into cross-border meshed
HVAC/HVDC grid [2]. The offshore grid techno-
economic study considering the aspects of technical,
economic, policy, and regulatory concludes that the oft-
shore hub connection will be highly beneficial [3]. A
hub could be an AC or DC offshore substation where
different offshore wind farms located in close proxim-
ity are connected to each other. The combined power

from this hub can then be transferred to shore using
a single transmission line. A similar concept, namely
“Hub and Spoke ”, is proposed for the interconnected
transmission system at North Sea by Tennet in which
an artificial island will be built in the centre of differ-
ent offshore wind farms that are far from shore but near
to this island. These offshore wind farms will be con-
nected to this island using HVAC cables and HVDC
transmission will be used to export power to onshore
grids [4]. This island will be able to connect numerous
wind farms with a total capacity of over 30 GW [4].
The VSC-HVDC transmission systems will play a
vital role in the realization of the future offshore grid
[5]. The VSC abilities to control the active and reactive
power independently, black start, and frequency sup-
port are the distinct features that open the new ways of
designing oftshore wind farm layout as well as export
system [6-11]. A concept of collection system for off-
shore wind farm topology is presented to build the pure
DC power system [12, 13]. In the DC collection system,
the wind turbines contain only turbine side converter
and they are connected in series, called string, to raise
the DC voltage of the transmission line. Strings are con-
nected in parallel to integrate the wind farm power,
and the accumulated power is transferred to onshore
grid [14, 15]. Some variants of DC collection system
may also include the DC-DC converter at offshore to
raise the voltage from medium to high which increases
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the power transfer capability [16-19]. However, the
string voltage is difficult to control within the limited
variation band due to wind variations. Also, success-
ful operation of such network highly relies on the DC
protection system [20, 21]. In mesh offshore grid, the
DC network formulation at the level of wind farm
would be complex and sensitive to system changes. It
employs an expensive protection scheme and requires
high reliability. Alternatively, oftshore AC network will
have mature technology equipment especially AC cir-
cuit breaker, and HVDC system based interconnected
transmission system will be comparatively simple to
develop [22]. The offshore network energized by mul-
tiple grid-forming converters will have redundancy of
distributed slack sources. These grid-forming convert-
ers also contribute in optimal operation of the offshore
AC network [23-25].

Offshore network optimal operation is an essential
requirement of transmission operators and wind farm
developers to ensure maximum profit [26-29]. This
is achieved by determining optimal operating points
using an optimization algorithm according to objec-
tives and constraints. The prime object in the opti-
mization algorithm is to minimize the active power
losses [30]. The operating points for an offshore wind
farm connected with a VSC-HVDC transmission sys-
tem are reactive power dispatch by grid side converter
of wind turbine systems and reference voltage set-
point of HVDC transmission system offshore converter
[31-33]. The regulation of reactive power flow conse-
quently impacts the network voltages. Offshore grid is
considered to be a weak network since the VSC power
rating is slightly higher than the combined power rat-
ings of all the wind turbines. Large voltage deviation in
a weak grid from its nominal value will cause voltage
instability consequently wind turbine will be discon-
nected. Thus, static voltage stability is also required to
be considered in the objective function [34]. Multi-
objective optimization is nowadays widely applied to
find the optimal solution to fulfil several operational
requirements. However, these objective functions con-
flict with each other and provide an optimal solu-
tion for only one objective, while compromising others
[35, 36]. Multi-objective optimization problem can be
handled by different methods such as goal program-
ming algorithm, simplex method, e-constraints, and
weighted sum [37]. In all such methods, Pareto-efficient
points are usually determined graphically to select the
best compromised solution.

AC voltage droop scheme in a grid-forming con-
verter enables control of the reactive power sharing
among offshore HVDC transmission systems. An opti-
mization algorithm can be applied to determine the
desired voltage droop gain according to the power shar-
ing criteria [24]. However, unregulated reactive power
will flow depending on the droop gain value. Thus,
additional constraints need to be defined to ensure
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network operation within limits. Furthermore, plan-
ners and developers choose the reactive power man-
agement criteria according to the operational require-
ment thus the optimization solution is also influenced
by these criteria. These criteria are based on network
operational requirement such as set-point of a busbar
voltage magnitude, reactive power dispatch, and active
power export. Thus, it is important to analyse the dif-
ference in optimization results and decide the most
suitable criteria according to the operational require-
ment.

The presented work is a continuation of the previous
work given in [24, 25]. In [24], reactive power manage-
ment strategy is proposed for the selection of voltage
droop gain using an optimization algorithm. The arti-
cle only demonstrates the methodology and analysis of
the proposed criteria, and its implementation in an off-
shore meshed grid. In [25], integration of offshore AC
grid and meshed DC network is addressed. The article
focuses on the design and operation of Multi-terminal
DC network and DC voltage droop gain selection. In
[25], it is demonstrated that the offshore grid can be
integrated successfully with the multi-terminal DC grid
using the proposed criterion.

The objective of the presented article is to anal-
yse the effects of reactive power management strategies
on the network optimization. Currently, no such study
is performed for the optimization of the offshore AC
grid having parallel connected grid-forming convert-
ers considering different reactive power management
strategies. This article presents a methodology to apply
a suitable strategy to achieve the best optimum oper-
ating points for an offshore AC grid. In the article,
novel reactive power management strategy is compared
with other strategies, and network operation is analysed
to comprehend strategies impacts. Moreover, a non-
trivial multi-objective optimization problem is formu-
lated that compares four different strategies for reactive
power sharing and voltage droop gain selection. An
interior-point method is applied to attain the optimized
results and select the best reactive power management
strategy. The rest of the paper is organized as follows:
Section2 explains the VSC-HVDC control system and
the strategies of reactive power management in the
offshore AC network, Section 3 describes the imple-
mentation of optimization algorithm, the analysis of the
optimization results have been performed in Sections 4,
and 5 concludes this paper.

2. Methodology

A possible offshore AC network configuration inter-
connecting two offshore grids is shown in Figure 1.The
analysis is aimed to draw conclusions based on realis-
tic data therefore the network configuration is derived
from offshore wind farms installed at North Sea. The
energy from offshore wind farms Albatros, Deutsche
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Figure 1. Offshore AC network configuration interconnecting
two offshore substation.

Bucht, Global Tech-1, and Veja Mate are transferred to
onshore through BorWin2 HVDC link. Offshore wind
farm Hohe See is connected with BorWin3 offshore
substation. Furthermore, it is expected that the grid
connection of Global Tech-I wind farm will be shifted
from BorWin2 to BorWin3 in future [38]. The offshore
converters of BorWin2 and BorWin3 HVDC transmis-
sion system operate as grid-forming converters which
provide the reference frequency for the offshore AC net-
work and energize it. Wind farms are synchronized to
this reference frequency and feed energy into the net-
work. The wind farms layout is in radial or radial-ring
configuration therefore the energy flows from wind
farms to HVDC link.

The AC cable connection between BorWin2 and
BorWin3 offshore substation is not under considera-
tion at the present moment. In the present scenario,
the unavailability of any one HVDC link, due to sched-
ule maintenance and fault, will stop the energy infeed
into the grid from the respective wind farms. The pre-
sented research considers the cable between both off-
shore HVDC converter substations since the future
offshore grid will have parallel connected grid-forming
converters. These converters are the offshore side con-
verters of the HVDC transmission systems, and they are
connected together via HVAC cable. This enhances the
trade, improves network contingency, and gives pro-
vision to control network reference voltage through
multiple sources.

2.1. VSC-HVDC offshore converter control

The control of parallel connected grid-forming con-
verters employs the frequency and voltage droop
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Figure 2. VSC-HVDC offshore converter control structure.

scheme as a tertiary level control to enable the con-
trol over the active and reactive power flow shar-
ing among themselves. Offshore side converter control
structure of VSC-HVDC transmission system is shown
in Figure 2.The control system has three levels of con-
troli.e. inner current control loop, outer voltage control,
and tertiary level droop control. The design of current
and voltage control is discussed in [22]. The dynamic
aspects of frequency and voltage droop control loops
for parallel connected grid-forming converters are dis-
cussed in [39]. In this article, emphasis is given to the
steady-state aspect of tertiary level droop control.

In the offshore AC network, all the grid-forming
converters act as the reference machine. The net active
power infeed by the wind turbines must be received by
these grid-forming converters, and the total received
power sharing among the converters can be controlled
by adjusting droop gain value [24]. The setting of power
sharing can be according to the energy export require-
ment. The sharing criteria can be added as a constraint
to the optimization algorithm to get the desired droop
value. The solution of the optimization algorithm also
provides the reactive power sharing factor of grid-
forming converters considering the converter operating
limits.

2.2. VSC-HVDC onshore converter control

HVDC transmission system is in point-to-point con-
figuration, therefore onshore side converter must con-
trol the DC voltage to balance the transmission line.
The control structure of onshore converter is shown
in Figure 3.The design of onshore converter control is
discussed in [10]. The research is focused on the opti-
mization of offshore AC network, therefore onshore
network is not modelled in detail and represented by
an equivalent grid. However, the losses of onshore con-
verters are considered in the optimization algorithm.
The onshore converters are set in the DC voltage and
reactive power control mode.
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Figure 3. VSC-HVDC onshore converter control structure.

2.3. Offshore network reactive power
management strategies

The steady-state behaviour of parallel connected grid-
forming converters with voltage and frequency droop
control schemes can be expressed using Equation (1).

Ui = uo + ku,i - qi )
wi = wo — ki - pi

Here, ky,; and ky,; are the voltage and frequency droop
gains of the ith converter. u; and w; are the imposed
voltage and frequency by the converter. g; and p; are
the reactive and active power of the converter. 4 and
wo are the initial set-point of voltage and frequency i.e.
1.0 p.u.

The control over the sharing of VSCs power gives
an additional degree of freedom to optimize the off-
shore AC network operation. Control of reactive power
of VSCs affects the reference voltage, consequently all
the busbars in the network are influenced. Correla-
tion between voltages and reactive power needs to
be considered in the optimization algorithm to keep
the network within operational limits. Reactive power
management strategies can be incorporated into the
optimization algorithm as equality constraints. Also,
wind turbines with fully rated converters are being
installed mostly which isolate the mechanical dynam-
ics of the turbine from the offshore network. Advan-
tageously, wind turbine active and reactive power can
be controlled independently. In this article, four differ-
ent reactive power control strategies are considered and
compared.

2.3.1. Management strategy-1 (MS1)

This is the most common reactive power management
strategy usually applied in the optimization algorithm.
In this strategy, offshore HVDC converter controls a
fixed voltage at the reference bus and the reactive power
is managed only through wind turbine set-points. The
reactive power flows according to the impedance of
the network through HVDC converters and their share
among converters cannot be controlled. This strategy
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only has frequency droop control to have control over
energy export among the HVDC transmission systems.

2.3.2. Management strategy-2 (MS2)

In this strategy, voltage droop control is employed with-
out any additional reactive power management crite-
rion. The optimization algorithm only considers the
operational boundary limits of the network elements to
determine the optimum solution. The boundary limits
include the bus voltage tolerance, apparent power limit
of all the converters, voltage droop gain stability limit,
and reactive power sharing factor maximum and mini-
mum limits. Unlike MS1, any HVDC offshore converter
can be set to flow no reactive power, by this, energy
trade can be maximized using full converter capability.

2.3.3. Management strategy-3 (MS3)

In this strategy, busbar voltage control criterion is
applied along with voltage droop gain in the optimiza-
tion algorithm. One or more buses in the offshore
AC network is controlled at the predefined operating
points. The bus can be the offshore AC hub bus, PCC
bus of each wind farm, or any other busbar which is
critical to be operated within a narrow operating range.

2.3.4. Management strategy-4 (MS4)

The grid-forming converters act as slack machine in
the offshore AC network and they must balance the
reactive power mismatch of the network. The shar-
ing of total mismatch power (sum of all grid-forming
reactive power) among converters can be manipulated
by varying their reference bus voltage with respect to
each other. This change may increase the net amount
of reactive power in the network, and some converters
infeed capacitive reactive power and others inductive.
The voltage difference between the VSCs controlling
busbar will flow the reactive power over the inter-
connected cable consequently limits the active power
export capability. Further, network voltages will not
only be changed by the wind turbine power infeed but
will also be significantly affected by the reference bus
voltage set-point. The droop scheme changes the refer-
ence voltage set-point according to reactive power flow-
ing through the VSC. This creates the voltage set-point
dependency on the reactive power and vice versa, con-
sequently it can lead the system to voltage instability.
In this strategy, voltage droop gain selection criterion
is defined according to the reactive power exchange
condition between offshore converters to minimize the
impact of sharing factor on the network [24].

3. Optimization problem

The prime objective in the operation of a network
is to maximize the energy transfer and minimize the
losses. The active power loss minimization is com-
monly achieved by managing the reactive power flow in
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the network. The optimal operating points of elements
that control the reactive power flow are determined by
defining an optimization problem. In the power system
optimization problem, the network characteristics are
defined as equality and inequality constraints, whereas,
active power loss equation is defined as an objective
function. Optimization considering only active power
loss often deviates the network voltages from its rated
value, therefore, voltage deviation is considered as the
second objective function. In this article, interior-point
optimization method is applied in MATLAB to deter-
mine solution using multiple initial values.

A nonlinear optimization problem can be defined in
MATLAB using function “fmincon”. This function sup-
ports different nonlinear programming solvers such as
interior-point method, sequential quadratic program-
ming (SQP), and trust-region-reflective method. Each
solver has its own advantage and disadvantage, how-
ever, among them interior-point method is the most
effective. It finds the minimum of the objective function
within the boundary of nonlinear multivariable con-
strained functions considering multiple initial values.
The optimization problem can be defined as:

c(x) <0
ceq(x) =0 (2)

minf (x) such that
* Ib<x<ub

Here, f (x) is a nonlinear objective function that returns
a scalar quantity, c(x) is the vector of nonlinear inequal-
ity function, ceq(x) is the vector of nonlinear equality
function, and lbandub are the vectors of lower and
upper boundary of the state variable x. The system non-
linear equations and state variable boundary conditions
are explained in the subsequent sections.

3.1. Objective functions

Multi-objective optimization functions are usually con-
flicting in nature and require trade-off between them in
order to obtain the favourable solution. Weighted sum
method is the simplest approach to achieve the trade-
off among several objective functions. In this method,
a weighting factor is assigned to each objective function
as expressed by Equation (3). The optimal operating
points and the best solution can then be determined
using Pareto Front analysis.

min {F (x)}
& (3)
F@ =) ¥mfm@®  ymel01]
m=1

Here, y,, is the weight of the mth objective function and
n is the total number of objective functions. In general,
the weights are selected to satisfy Equation (4).

Y Ym=1 (4)
m=1

In the presented study, two objective functions are
selected for the optimization problem. Here, y is
assigned to first objective function and the second
objective function weight factor would be (1 — y).

The first objective function is active power loss
which is expressed by Equation (5). The function is
defined as the least square error of the network active
power losses.

2
y z
A@) =D _pi+ ) b 5)
j=1

i=1

Here, p; is the active power infeed of the ith offshore
wind farm, and pj is the active power received at the jth
onshore grid. The full weight to this objective function
isgivenaty = 1.

The network bus voltage least square error is defined
as the second objective function which is expressed as
Equation (6).

k
L) =) (i —1.0) (6)
i=1

Here, u; is the voltage magnitude of the ith bus. The
full weight to this objective function is given at y = 0.
The functions are defined in p.u system. Pareto opti-
mal solution of the multiple objective functions can
be obtained from Equation (7) as a single objective
optimization problem.

min {f (p, v,y)}
fevv)=v -fl)+A—=y)-£ (¥

3.2. Constraints

System definition, network configuration and power
management control conditions are defined as con-
straints in the optimization problem. These constraints
consist of nonlinear equalities and inequalities mathe-
matical expressions which define the network topology,
power sharing condition, operational boundary limits,
and reactive power management strategies.

3.2.1. Network topology

Network topology can be defined using power flow
equations as equality constraint in the optimization
algorithm. The offshore network comprises of AC and
DC transmission systems. The power flow equation for
each busbar in the AC network can be defined using
Equation (8).

nb
pr=11 Y tm(gim oS8 — 8m) + bi Sin(8] — Sm))

m=1
nb
Q=1 (g SIN(S) — ) — bl cOS(8] — Sm))

m=1
(8)



Here, nb is the total number of AC busbars in the
offshore network, p; and g are the active and reactive
power at the Ith AC bus respectively, u; and uy, are the
AC busbar effective voltages, §; and §,, are the voltage
angle of the AC busbars, and gj,, and by, are the con-
ductance and susceptance of the branch elements in the
AC network.

Only active power flows in the DC network. Thus,
only active power flow equation can sufficiently define
the DC network configuration. The DC active power at
any ith busbar can be defined using (9).

k
Pi=1U; Z U;Gjj %)
=1

Here, k is the total number of DC busbars. P; is the DC
active power at the ith busbar, U; and Uj are the DC volt-
ages, and Gj; is the conductance of the branch elements
between ith and jth busbars.

The converter losses are calculated as the function of
steady-state current using Equation (10).

. 2
Ploss=a+b'lvsc+c'lvsg

VP + e (10)

Uysc

lysc =

Here, qys is the reactive power of the offshore con-
verter, Uy is the offshore converter busbar voltage, a
is a no-load coeflicient, b is the voltage drop coeflicient,
and c is the ohmic loss coefficient. These coefficients are
derived from [40] and are given in Table A3. The con-
verter equations are completed by defining the active
power loss function as Equation (11).

vac+Pdc+Ploss=O (ll)

Here, pys, and P, are the AC and DC active power of
the offshore converter, Py, is the active power loss in
the converter.

3.2.2. Active and reactive power sharing factor
With the application of frequency and voltage droop
schemes, the transmission system operators can have
the additive control over the active and reactive power
sharing among HVDC transmission systems. The
droop gain values are calculated by defining the active
and reactive power sharing factor.

Consider o as the active power sharing factor of the
total active power (p;). For n grid-forming converters
in the offshore network, the active power for each VSCs
can be calculated using Equation (12).

p1 =01 ps

P2 =02 Ps
(12)

Pn =0y ps
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The sum of all the grid-forming VSCs must be equal
to the net active power infeed by the wind farms, thus
Equation (12) can be simplified as Equation (13).

ps=p1+p2r+--+pn

ps = <Z Oli) Ps
i=1

(13)

n
Zaizl VeeRh:0<a <1

i=1

The nth VSC sharing factor must be defined as
Equation (14) in order to satisfy the condition given in
Equation (13).

n—1
o, =1-— o; (14)
=1-3 e

i=1

The relationship between the active power sharing fac-
tor and the frequency droop gain can be defined using
Equation (15).

1 1
= —- 15
o kf_i o (15)

2

Pl

Here, av; and ky_; are the active power sharing factor and
droop gain value of the ith converter, k¢ ; is the droop
gain value of the jth converter, and # is the total number
of the converter.

To determine the frequency droop values,
Equation (15) is implemented in the optimization
algorithm for n—1 converters. To fulfil the condition
given in Equation (14), the nth VSC power sharing
condition must be defined using Equation (16) in the
algorithm.

n—1 n—1 n—1
Pn (Zm) - (1 — Zai) S pi=0 (16
i=1 i=1 i=1

Similarly, B is defined as the reactive power sharing fac-
tor. The reactive power of all converters can be defined
as Equation (17).

q1 = PB1-gs
4 = PB2-gs

(17)
qn Z,Bn'%

Here, g; is the sum of the reactive power flow of all con-
verters. Also, condition given in Equation (18) needs to
be satisfied.
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n
G=q+q@+ -+ =Y Bids
i=1
. (18)
D Bi=1 VBen:0<p<1

i=1

To determine the voltage droop gain value,
Equation (19) is implemented in the optimization
algorithm.

(1—B)gi—Biy q=0 (19)
7

3.2.3. Upper and lower boundary limits

The network upper and lower operational limits are set
as inequality constraints in the optimization algorithm.
These operational limits are based on the general
requirements of the grid codes and are applied as
Equation (20).

Uk,min = Uk = Ukmax

wfmin = qwf = Gwf,max

Gvsc;min = qvsc = Gvsc,max

Pvsc,min = Pvsc = Pyscmax (20)
kf,min = kf = kf,max
kumin < ku < kumax

0<p<1

Here, k is the index of the busbar and 10% tolerance is
allowed on the network busbar voltage ux. The reactive
power limits at the wind farm connection point, gyt min
and qyyf max, corresponds to 0.98 PF at full load. The
converters reactive power limits, gyscmin and Gyscmax»
corresponds to the 0.9 PF at the rated capacity. The con-
verters active power limits, pysc min and pyscmax, are also
applied according to the export capacity of the trans-
mission line. The frequency and voltage droop gain
limits, K¢ min> kf,max> Ku,min> and ky may are set according
to the stability limits [39].

In addition, the maximum frequency deviation at
maximum power is defined as (21).

n
1
Pmax — AWmax Z k_ <0 (21)
i=1 Tt

Here, pmax is the net active power export capacity, i is
the index of the offshore converters, k; frequency droop
gain value, # total number of grid-forming converters in
the offshore network, Awmax is the maximum allowed
frequency deviation.

3.2.4. Reactive power management strategies
In addition to above-mentioned constraints, reac-
tive power control conditions are also implemented

as equality constraints according to reactive power
management strategies. In MSI strategy, no volt-
age droop scheme and reactive power sharing factor
equation are applied. The converter controls the bus
voltage using Equation (22).

ui—1.0=0 (22)

Here, i is the index of the converter. In MS2 strategy,
voltage droop scheme is applied with reactive power
sharing factor as discussed in the previous section. In
MS3 strategy, all the wind farm PCC busbars are reg-
ulated at rated voltage using Equation (23) along with
the droop scheme.

Uyfj —1.0=0 (23)

Here, j is the index of wind farm PCC bus. In MS4,
the reactive power exchange condition among the grid-
forming converters are defined using Equation (25).
The condition implies that any change in reactive power
due to droop gain in one converter must be balanced
with the change in reactive power with other convert-
ers. This can be understood by the droop effect on the
load bus as Equation 24.

nb—1
Q= Y tmhim — wiohy —wky iqihy =0 (24)
m=1
m#£i Aqy_i
ku_,‘=0

Here, hy, = g Sin(Adpy,) — iy cos(Adyy,), and hy =
i Sin(Ady;) — bj; cos(Ady).

The reactive power mismatch equation in case of
no droop scheme can be defined by first three terms
in Equation (24). The droop gain equation changes
the reference bus voltage as the function of converter
reactive power (Agy ;). This additional reactive power
must be absorbed by network or active devices in the
system. Since, this reactive power is produced due to
VSC control scheme, the criteria given in Equation (25)
can be applied to determine the droop gains so that
this additional reactive power exchanges among the
grid-forming converters.

Age 1+ Aq 2+ +Aq =0

z

Y
DO uikyiqihi =0 Vi, 1ri#l

i=1 |=1

(25)

Here, z is the total number of grid-forming VSCs in the
offshore AC network, y is the total number of load buses
connected with the ith VSC.

4. Case studies

Network operators and planners determine the opti-
mize operational set-point to minimize the network
losses and voltage deviation according to certain cri-
teria. These criteria are based on network operational



requirement such as set-point of a busbar voltage
magnitude, reactive power dispatch, and active power
export. Network operation could be more optimized
depending on the one criteria or another. The criteria
defines the management of the reactive power in the
network. Thus in this section, comparison of reactive
power management strategies is demonstrated through
two case studies. In the first case study, a small network
is considered to analyse the objective function mini-
mization as a function of wind turbine reactive power
dispatch while keeping all other parameters constant. In
the second case study, proposed methodology is applied
on the network based on several offshore wind farms
and optimized results are analysed considering the vari-
ation of active power sharing factor, wind turbine active
power output variation, and objective function weight-
ing factor. In both case studies, two objective functions
are considered i.e. active power losses and network
voltage deviation.

4.1. Offshore AC network having one offshore
wind farm

As discussed in previous sections, the future offshore
grid would be the combination of multiple VSC-HVDC
transmission lines connecting different onshore grids to
one or more offshore wind farms. A simplified exam-
ple of such a network is illustrated in Figure 4.A single
offshore wind farm is connected to two VSC-HVDC
systems. Power flow would be positive in the direction
of arrow. In this example optimization only focuses off-
shore network therefore DC network and onshore grids
are not required to model. A simple optimization prob-
lem is to determine the reactive power set-point of the
wind turbines. In this case study, wind farm is set to
supply rated active power i.e. 100 MW. Both converters
rated active power capabilities are 100 MW as well, thus
full active power can be transferred to onshore via only
one transmission line. Active power sharing between
HVDC transmission lines is controlled by «. Here, « is
set to 0.5 which means both HVDC transmission lines
are transferring 50 MW to onshore. Further, wind farm
has the capability to supply £40 M Var reactive power.
The base power for the calculation is 200 MVA.

The percentage change in an active power loss of
the network using MS1, MS2, and MS3 strategies with
respect to MS4 strategy is illustrated in Figure 5.For
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Figure 4. Offshore AC network with one offshore wind farm.

:

AUTOMATIKA 461

0.1
&S OoOo
5 -0.12 OOoo
2 oOo
[-Y (e]

o O
4 014 o 0 00 909

02 015 01  -0.05 0 005 01 015 02
Q,, (bw
g %o
s CIR
z-22f o5
K olo
S a4t ©00006 ¢
< 0 0 0o o o
02 015 -01  -0.05 0 005 01 015 02
Q,, (bw
= =2
S 0o 00 0000 |0O0O
< a4 00 450
Q_ﬁ -6 Olo o
o
q 8 o
10 | | | | | i | |
02 015  -01  -0.05 0 005 01 015 02
Q,, (v

Figure 5. Active power loss comparison between proposed cri-
teria with respect to other, when y = 0.5and @ = 0.5.

0.025 5 st L0000
| o wms2 0 ©
0.02 MS3 OOOOO g oo00
o o 0 A~ 000 °"
0,015/ MMl o0 ©° 53100
500997 ggdo
001 g 889 °
0.005 | | | | | ‘ ‘ |
-0.2 0.15 -0.1 0.05 0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2
Q, (pw
0.06
000
6000° ’
0.04F o0 ©0°
g co0o©0?°
0©° 00
F o0 900
O.OZOOOOoooOooooo
0 ‘ | | | | ‘ | |
-0.2 -0.15 -0.1 -0.05 0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2

Q, (b

Figure 6. Voltage standard deviation with ;« = 1.0 p.u, when
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this result, both objective functions have equal weigh-
tage i.e. y is set to 0.5. The diagram shows that the
network has more losses using MS1, MS2, and MS3
reactive power strategies in comparison with MS4 strat-
egy, i.e. active loss in the network would be 0.14% more
with MS1 strategy in comparison with MS4 at —0.2 p.u
wind farm reactive power set-point. Note that only
wind farm reactive power is changed while keeping all
other parameters constant.

In Figure 6, comparison of network voltages stan-
dard deviation is illustrated for all reactive power man-
agement strategies. The standard deviation is calculated
with respect to rated busbar voltage by setting u =
1.0 p.u. This indicates that how much network voltages
deviate from the rated value in each strategy. When
y = 0.5, both MS1 and MS4 strategies will give higher
voltages in the network in comparison with MS2 and
MS3. However, MS1, MS3, and MS4 will have the low-
est voltage deviation at y = 1.0. Moreover, it is clear
that network voltages are within the tolerance range
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Figure 7. Case study: offshore AC network with five offshore wind farms.

i.e. £10% in all reactive power management strategies,
thus operators can decide the operating point based on
active power loss objective function. From the results,
it can be concluded that MS4 would be a better reac-
tive power management strategy for optimization. This
small example demonstrates that better optimization
results can be achieved by selecting suitable reactive
power management.

4.2. Offshore AC network with five offshore wind
farm:

In the second case study, the proposed methodology
is applied on the offshore network with five offshore
wind farm as illustrated in Figure 7.The network is
derived from the existing and developing offshore wind
farm at North Sea. The network considers five oftshore
wind farms in radial configuration. The internal lay-
out of the wind farms is not the focus of this research,
therefore, they are modelled as equivalent power injec-
tion sources. The energy from offshore is transferred
to onshore using two VSC based HVDC transmission
systems. Offshore converters of both transmission sys-
tems are in grid-forming mode. The offshore network
is formulated by connecting both offshore converters
substation busbars with the AC cable. The AC rated
voltage of the offshore network is 150.0kV, and the
detail network parameters are given in Appendix.

The rated power for each offshore wind farm is given
in Figure 7. The net wind active power in the offshore
network is 1663 MW. Thus, the export capacity of each
HVDC transmission line is considered as 1700 MW to
be able to infeed all energy into each grid according
to active power sharing factor («). For the analysis, it
is assumed that the onshore grids are strong and have

the capability to receive all the power from the offshore
wind farms. In the optimization algorithm, the active
power sharing factor can be set from 0.0 to 1.0 where
a = 1.0 means all the power is transferred to “Diele”
grid and at @ = 0.0 all power is exported to “Emden”
grid. « is the input parameter which can be used to limit
the active power transport through an HVDC trans-
mission system if the converter capacity is lower than
others within the offshore grids. Furthermore, the reac-
tive power sharing factor (8) is the optimization solu-
tion which defines the reactive power contribution of
each offshore VSC of HVDC transmission line, where
B = 1.0 means that the net mismatch reactive power
of the network is provided by Borwin2 offshore con-
verter and at 8 = 0.0 the net mismatch reactive power
is provided by Borwin3 offshore converter.

The optimization problem is defined using system
equations derived in the previous section. The inputs
of the algorithm are the wind power infeed, active
power sharing factor, and objective function weight-
ing factor. The outputs of the solution are the reac-
tive power set-point of the offshore wind farms, and
reactive power sharing factor of HVDC transmission
system. The network voltage magnitude, voltage phase
angle, VSC active power, and VSC reactive power are
the state variables determined by the optimization
algorithm. The objective function of the system is set
using (5)-(7). AC and DC network topology is defined
using (8) and (9). The connection between AC and
DC network is completed using (10) and (11). Fre-
quency droop equation given in (1) is applied in all
management strategies to apply the active power shar-
ing capability. The relationship between active power
sharing factor and frequency droop gain value is com-
pleted using (15) and (16). The state variables boundary
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Figure 8. Optimization algorithm flowchart.

limits and maximum frequency condition are applied
using (20) and (21). The constraints of reactive power
sharing factor and reactive power management strate-
gies are applied using (17) and (19) as well as equations
given in Section 3.2.4.

The algorithm performed the steady-state optimiza-
tion of the offshore grid and it is time independent. The
optimum operating point identification depends on
the wind speed and the active power sharing between
the HVDC transmission system. Three levels of wind
speed are considered for each wind farms i.e. low,
medium, and high. At low wind speed, the output
of the wind farm is considered zero. Offshore wind
farms are considered generating 50% of rated power
at medium wind speed, and they are set to generate
rated power at high wind speed. The output of wind
farms is changed sequentially according to wind speed
level considering the scale of active power sharing fac-
tor and objective function weighting factor. The scale
of changing wind speed can be reduced to account for
small wind variation, however it will increase the com-
putation time and will require more memory to store
the results. Nevertheless, the defined three levels are
sufficient to analyse the impact of wind variations on
the network. The process flow diagram is shown in
Figure 8.The optimization algorithm starts by selecting

No

the reactive management strategy. Active power shar-
ing is set from o = 0.0 to o = 1.0 with a step change
of 0.1 to analyse the effects of export power condition
on the network active losses and voltages deviation.
Similarly, y is set from 0.0 to 1.0 with a step change
of 0.1 to evaluate the optimization results consider-
ing trade-off between both objective functions. Opti-
mization is executed with multiple initial values con-
sidering the combination of wind farm active power
production i.e. low, medium, and high wind speed.
For 29, 403 operating conditions, corresponding opti-
mization results are obtained. The power flow opti-
mization is a nonlinear non-convex problem and it
has a large number of local minima. A local min-
ima can be designated as a global minima within the
closed interval defined by the constraints and bound-
aries. The system constraints and limits ensure that the
same local minima is found at different initial values
for the given predefined conditions and sets of inputs
or get no solution at all. Furthermore, global min-
ima that may exist outside the boundaries limits shall
be considered as infeasible as it violates the network
operational condition such as voltage tolerance limit,
converter power capability limit, line thermal load-
ing, wind turbine active and reactive power dispatch
limits.
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Active power loss optimization results compari-
son of four management strategies are shown in
Figure 9.The minimum active power losses are achieved
at @ = 0.5 in all management strategies i.e. when an
equal amount of active power is exported to both
onshore grids. The highest active power loss would be
at o = 1.0. Among reactive power management strate-
gies, MS4 strategy gives the best optimum solution. The
results can be compared at the extreme point i.e. active
power loss is 58.8237 MW for y = 0.0 and maximum
wind active power. MS2 strategy will produce the max-
imum active power loss in the network when y is near
zero, and MS1 will provide a worst optimum solution
when y is near 1.0. At @ = 1.0 and y = 1.0, MS1 and
MS3 produce about 0.3735 and 0.3224 MW more active
power losses respectively in comparison with the MS4
strategy, while MS2 has the same amount of losses as
MS4. Note that the offshore AC network is a radial net-
work which gives less provision to optimize the active
losses, therefore the difference of the losses among the
four strategy is lower but observable. The main point
to be observed is how the reactive power management
influences the results.

The percentage change in active power losses using
MSI1, MS2, and MS3 strategies with respect to MS4
strategy is illustrated in Figure 10at medium wind
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Figure 10. Active power losses, when @ = 0.5, Pying = 50%.

power infeed and 50% active power sharing between
HVDC transmission system. In comparison, MS3 strat-
egy will produce higher losses i.e. up to 0.35% more.
While, MS4 strategy offers more optimized results for
almost all values of objective function weightage fac-
tor. For y = 0.0, MS1 provide slightly better results and
MS2 strategy at y = 1.0 but the improvement is less
than 0.01%. Similarly for the same condition of wind
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power infeed and active power sharing, voltage objec-
tive function can be compared for all reactive power
management strategies as illustrated in Figure 11. The
voltage standard deviation with u = 1.0 indicates how
much network busbars voltage deviate from the rated
value. Itis obvious that the lowest voltage standard devi-
ation will be achieved with the MS3 strategy since the
strategy employs the control of wind turbine busbar
voltage to 1.0 p.u and the only change in the voltages
occurs at the VSC-HVDC busbars. Moreover, MS1 and
MS4 strategies have the same voltage drops in the net-
work for y value between 0.0 and 0.8, but for y =
1.0, when only active power loss objective function is
optimized, network voltage increases in MS2 and MS4
strategies. Nevertheless, network voltages are still very
near to the rated voltage as shown in Figure 12. It
can be noticed that the Albatro wind farm busbar has
more voltage compared to others due to longer cables,
also Hohe See and Global Tech wind farm infeed more
reactive power which increases the bus voltage.

AUTOMATIKA 465

0.010 T T T T T T T

0.005

0.000

-0.005

-0.010

-0.015

-0.020

Reactive Power (p.u)

-0.025

-0.030

20.035 1 1 . 1 1 1 .
Hohe Global Albatro Deutsche Veja Bor- Bor-

See Tech Bucht Mate Win3 Win2

Figure 13. Reactive power for MS1 strategy, when y = 1.0,
a = 0.5, Pying = 50%.

0.000

-0.005

-0.010

Reactive Power (p.u)

20015 1 . . . 1 . .
Hohe Global Albatro Deutsche Veja Bor- Bor-

See Tech Bucht Mate Win3 Win2

Figure 14. Reactive power for MS4 strategy, when y = 1.0,
a = 0.5, Pying = 50%.

The reactive power infeed comparison between MS1
and MS4 strategies can be made from Figures 13
and 14.Although MSI strategy has a lower standard
deviation of network voltages, it infeeds more inductive
reactive power into the network primarily compen-
sating the cable capacitance, and additional capacitive
reactive power infeed by VejaMate wind farm and Bor-
win2 HVDC substation. In this scenario, the reactive
power operating points are not suitable since addi-
tional capacitive power needs to be compensated by
other network elements. On the other hand, MS4 strat-
egy provide reactive power operating point such that it
compensates offshore cable capacitance as illustrated in
Figure 14.

Offshore AC buses voltage data distribution is shown
in Figure 15using box-plot. Here, equal active power
is transmitted through both HVDC transmission lines,
and the optimization solution is acquired at o = 0.5
and y = 0.5. In MS1 strategy, the bus voltages of Bor-
win3 and Borwin2 substation are controlled to 1.0 p.u
while the voltages at other busbars result according to
active and reactive power flow in the network. In this
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Figure 15. Offshore busbar voltage profile at @ = 0.5 and y = 0.5. (a) MS1. (b) MS2. (c) MS3. (d) MS4.

strategy, the optimized operation is achieved by con-
trolling offshore wind farm reactive power only. Volt-
ages at Deutsche Bucht and Albarto offshore wind farm
busbar are higher since they are injecting maximum
reactive power into the network and reaches their oper-
ational limits. In MS2 strategy, droop scheme changes
the converter busbars and enables the control over the
reactive power contribution by both offshore VSCs of
HVDC transmission systems. It can be observed that
the mean voltage deviation from the rated value at the
Albatro and Deutsche Bucht busbars is reduced. Fur-
ther, optimization with fixed PCC bus voltage (MS3) of
offshore wind farm requires more reactive power to be
supplied by the wind turbine as shown in Figure Al.
In comparison between MS2 and MS4 strategies, the
voltage variation on the VSC controlling busbar in MS4
strategy is less while the mean value on the offshore
wind farm substation PCC bus is lower in MS2 strategy.

The response of reactive power infeed by offshore
wind farm at their PCC bus and VSCs of HVDC trans-
mission system is shown in Figure Al. These opti-
mization results are obtained at « = 0.5 and y = 0.5.
Other results over the full range of o and y can be
obtained in the similar manner. The generator-oriented
sign convention is applied. In MSI1 strategy, wind
farm Albarto and Deutsche Bucht are injecting induc-
tive reactive power at their maximum limits. In MS3

strategy, offshore wind farms are required to infeed
more than their reactive power limits in order to control
the fixed voltages at their PCC busbar. Furthermore, the
mean reactive power contribution by oftshore VSCs are
approximately the same in MS4 strategy i.e. both VSC
contribute equally in average to compensate reactive
power hereby maximizing active power transfer.

In Figure A2 Pareto Front analysis at full wind power
infeed and & = 0.5 is shown for the best optimum solu-
tion with respect to the objective function weighted
factor (). It can be observed that the optimum solu-
tion tends to move toward either at active power loss
or voltage deviation functions depending on the reac-
tive power management strategy. Obviously, there isless
provision in regulating the network voltages in MS3
strategy therefore both objective functions are not opti-
mized significantly over the range of 0.1 <y < 1.0. It
is of no significance to apply multiple objective func-
tions for optimization rather only active power loss
objective function will be sufficient in case of MS3 strat-
egy. In MS2 strategy, the optimal point stands more
toward active power loss function and small improve-
ment can be seen in the voltage over the range of 0.0 <
y < 0.9. However, the difference in the optimized result
is more at y = 1.0 and y = 0.0 in comparison to the
MS3 strategy. In MS1 and MS2, the Pareto points are
evenly distributed and there is a provision to select



optimal operating points according to trade-off criteria.
Furthermore, the response also indicates that the volt-
age deviation in the MSI strategy is higher compared
to MS4 ie. the voltage least square error is 0.95 x
10~% in MS4 where as 1.05 x 10~ in MSI at y = 0.0.
When y = 1.0 then M$S4 is also optimized at a lower
value of 1.35 x 10~* where as in MS1 the voltage least
square error is 1.40 x 10™%. The analysis shows that
the MS4 strategy provides more optimized results com-
pared to other reactive power management strategies.
The reactive power control strategy in MS4 ensures
that any additional reactive power change due to refer-
ence bus voltage must be exchanged among converters
hereby reduces voltage deviation. Thus, voltage and
active power losses are optimized simultaneously to
some extent.

5. Conclusion and recommendation

In this article, concept of oftshore AC hub is addressed
in which large scale offshore wind farms are integrated
together hereby formulating an offshore AC network.
The combined energy is transported from this network
to onshore using a VSC-HVDC transmission system.
Offshore HVDC converters are operating in parallel
using voltage and frequency droop schemes. The droop
schemes give an additional degree of freedom to control
sharing of power between HVDC converters and pro-
vide more variables for optimization. However, more
constraints are required for power management with
the increase of optimization variables, and the corre-
lation between variables needs to be defined for better
network operation. The article compares four differ-
ent reactive power management strategies to analyse
the optimization solution. It is found that the reac-
tive power control criteria affects the objective function
minimization. The study demonstrates that the solution
is less optimized when there are no additional reactive
power constraints i.e. MSI case. The study considers
two objective functions i.e. voltage deviation minimiza-
tion and active power loss minimization. Both objective
functions are conflicting in nature. Also, if busbar volt-
age control constraint (MS3 case) is applied then the
network mainly optimizes for voltage deviation. The
study suggests to apply the MS4 strategy to obtain the
offshore AC network optimum operating point since it
produces lowest active power losses and lower voltage
deviation in the network. With the proposed optimiza-
tion method, the desired frequency and voltage droop
gains value, reactive power sharing among HVDC off-
shore converter, and wind farm reactive power set-
points can be calculated for the offshore grid. Future
work could investigate the network optimization con-
sidering the probabilistic nature of wind speed and
reactive power compensation cost objective functions.
Furthermore, the proposed optimization method can
be applied to study future offshore wind farm projects.
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Appendix

Offshore grid parameters and offshore wind farm rated values
are given in this section.

Table A1. Cable parameters.

Name Type No. of cables Length (km)
Line 1 Type-ll 3 7
Line 2 Type-lll 2 6
Line3 Type-l 1 15
Line 4 Type-l 2 8
Line5 Type-lil 2 4
Line 6 Type-lll 2 15
Borwin3 DC Type-IV (Bi-Pole) 1 160
Borwin2 DC Type-IV (Bi-Pole) 1 200
Table A2. Cable type data [41].
Rated Cross-

voltage Resistance Inductance Capacitance section
Name Type  kV Q/km mH/km JF/km mm?
Type-l  AC 150.0 0.099 0.44 0.14 300
Type-ll  AC 150.0 0.033 0.40 0.17 500
Type-lll AC 150.0 0.022 0.37 0.21 800
Type-IV DC  320.0 0.0073 2400
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Table A3. Converter and wind farm parameters.

HVDC Transmission

Nominal Voltage (ugc, Ugdc)

Converter (topology, Sy, cos )
Converter No-load Coefficient (a)
Converter Voltage Drop Coefficient (b)
Converter Ohmic-loss Coefficient (c)
Wind Farms

150 kV, 320 kV
MMC, 1700 MVA, £0.9
11.033 x 1073 pu
3.464 x 1073 p.u
4400 x 1073 p.u
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Hohe See (P, ugc, cos 0) 497 MW, 150 kV, -0.98
Global Tech (Py¢, Ugc, cos 6) 400 MW, 150 kV, +-0.98
Albatro (Py¢, Ugc, cos 0) 112 MW, 150 kV, £0.98
Deutsche Bucht (P, Uqc, cos 0) 252 MW, 150 kV, -0.98
Veja Mate (Pyt, Ugc, COS ) 402 MW, 150 kV, 4-0.98
Onshore Grid
Diele (uqc) 380kV
Emden/Ost (ugc) 380 kV
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