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burials

vanjima lokaliteta Galovac — Crkvina kod Zadra. Rije je o rijetkom primjerku takvog
tipa nalaza na nasim prostorima (ije analogije nalazimo unutar funeralnib konteksta
sjeverne Afrike. Povezuje se s rimskim poganskim pokopom iz 3. - 4. stoljeca.

The paper deals with a fragment of a funerary mensa recovered in the archaeological
excavations of the site of Galovac — Crkvina near Zadar. It is a rare example of this
type of find in our region. Analogies can be found in funerary contexts of northern
Africa. It is associated with the Roman pagan burial, from the 3rd — 4th centuries.

Rad posvecujemo dragoj profesorici i kolegici dr. sc. Sinevi Kuko¢, umirovljenoj red. prof. Odjela za arheologiju Sveucilista u

Zadru, te ujedno koristimo prigodu zahvaliti joj za sve $to je ucinila za Odjel i Sveucilite. Osobito nam je drago $to smo u radu
obradili nalaz pronaden pri arheoloskim istrazivanjima na kojima je sudjelovala kao tadasnja profesorica metodologije arheolo-

gije.

We would like to dedicate this paper to our dear professor and colleague dr. sc. Sineva Kuko¢, retired full professor of the De-

partment of Archaeology of the University of Zadar. We will use this opportunity to thank her for everything she has done for
the Department and the University. We are very glad that in this paper we analyzed a find unearthed during the archaeological
excavation in which she participated as a professor of methodology of archaeology at the time.
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UVOD

Visegodisnja arheoloska istrazivanja lokalite-
ta Galovac — Crkvina rezultirala su otkri¢em
kompleksnog lokaliteta s gotovo neprekinu-
tim kontinuitetom Zivota od rane antike do
18. stoljeca (SI. 1-2). Medu mnogobrojnom
pronadenom arheoloskom gradom razlicitih
tipologija i funkcija osobito se isti¢e ulomak
pogrebne mense (mensa; Sl. 3-4). Sli¢ne se
mense pronalaze unutar funeralnih kontek-
sta sjeverne Afrike. Takav tip mensi je rijedak,
osobito unutar ruralnih lokaliteta, pa je time
znacenje pronalaska takvog ulomka na Crkvi-
ni u Galovcu jo$ veée. Ulomku je do sada u
literaturi dana pravilna interpretacija funkcije

2 no arheoloski kontekst,

( baV <«

~grobi$na mensa”“),
osobito anticki i kasnoanti¢ki poganski hori-
zont kojem ona pripada, trebao bi se ipak re-

interpretirati.

POVIJEST ARHEOLOSKIH
ISTRAZIVANJA LOKALITETA I
KRATKI PREGLED REZULTATA
ISTRAZIVANJA

Lokalitet Crkvina nalazi se oko 10 kilome-
tara jugoisto¢no od Zadra i pedesetak metara
od groblja sela Galovca. Polozaj se povijesno
nalazio uz glavnu komunikaciju preko koje
je kolonija lader bila povezana sa susjednim
municipijima i glavnim sredistima uz isto¢nu
obalu Jadrana $to je poslije dijelom i pravac
stednjovjekovne sredi$nje komunikacije Via
Magna.?

Arheolosko nalaziste Crkvina bilo je dobro
poznato stanovnicima sela Galovca te su ka-
mene nalaze s lokaliteta upotrebljavali kao
gradevni materijal pri gradnji kuca, a jedan
dio grade dospio je u tadasnji Muzej starina
Savske i Primorske banovine u Kninu. Godine
1936. prva arheoloska istrazivanja toga loka-

2 J.BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 311, T. II, 1.
3 7Z.MILETIC, 1993, 129-132; 2004, 10-11.
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INTRODUCTION

Long-term archaeological excavations at
the site of Galovac — Crkvina resulted in the
discovery of a complex site with an almost
uninterrupted continuity of life from early
antiquity to the 18th century (Fig. 1-2). A
fragment of a funerary mensa (Fig. 3-4) stands
out among the abundant archaeological mate-
rial of various typologies and functions. Simi-
lar mensae are found within funerary contexts
of northern Africa. It is a rare type of mensa,
in particular at rural sites, which adds weight
to the discovery of such fragment at Crkvina
in Galovac. Interpretation of this fragment’s
function has been accurate in relevant works
(“sepulchral mensa®),* but archaeological con-
text, and especially Roman and late antique
pagan horizon it belongs to, should be rein-
terpreted.

HISTORY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATIONS AT THE SITE AND
SHORT OVERVIEW OF THE
RESEARCH RESULTS

The site of Crkvina is located about 10km
southeast of Zadar and some fifty meters from
the cemetery of the village of Galovac. The
position was located along the main commu-
nication line that connected the colony of /z-
der with neighbouring municipia and major
centers along the eastern Adriatic coast, which
was also a part of medieval central communi-
cation line Via Magna.’

The archaeological site of Crkvina was well
known to the residents of the village of Gal-
ovac as they used stone finds from the site as
building material for their houses, and some
of the finds ended up in the Museum of An-
tiquities of Savska and Primorska Banovina in

Knin. In the year 1936, the pastor of Biograd

2 J.BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 311, T.IIL, 1.
3 Z.MILETIC, 1993, 129-132; 2004, 10-11.
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SLIKA 1. Plan lokaliteta Galovac - Crkvina (izvor: dokumentacija arhiva J. BeloSevi¢a)
FIGURE 1 Plan of the site of Galovac — Crkvina (source: J. Belosevi€’s archive)

liteta obavio je biogradski Zupnik don Kazi-
mir Perkovi¢, ali, nazalost, o njima nije nista
publikacijski objavio. Jedan je dio arheoloskog
materijala s tih iskopavanja zavrsio u muzeju u
Biogradu n/M.* Nakon toga arheologka istra-
zivanja zapoceo je J. Belosevi¢ 1979. godine,
dok je jo$ bio zaposlen u Arheoloskom mu-
zeju Zadar, da bi devet godina poslije sustav-
na istrazivanja nastavio i dovrsio kao profesor
srednjovjekovne arheologije i predstojnik Od-
sjeka za arheologiju tadasnjeg Filozofskog fa-
kulteta u Zadru. Istrazivanja su organizirana u
vise arheoloskih kampanja od 1988. do 1991.
godine i bila su obvezatan dio studentske te-

¢ J.BELOSEVIC, 1989, 72, bilj. 2.

Fr. Kazimir Perkovi¢ conducted first archaeo-
logical excavation at the site, but unfortunate-
ly without any kind of publication. Some of
the finds recovered in this excavation are held
in the museum in Biograd na Moru.* Janko
Belosevi¢ resumed archaeological excavations
in 1979 while he was working in the Archae-
ological Museum in Zadar. Nine years later he
continued and completed systematic excava-
tions as a professor of medieval archaeology
and the head of the Department of Archaeol-
ogy of what was the Faculty of Philosophy in
Zadar at the time. The excavation was organ-
ized in several archaeological campaigns from

4 J.BELOSEVIC, 1989, 72, note 2.
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SLIKA 2. Zracna snimka lokaliteta Galovac - Crkvina nakon provedenih konzervatorsko-restauratorskih radova

(izvor: dokumentacija arhiva J. Belosevica)

FIGURE 2 Aerial photo of the site of Galovac - Crkvina after conservation and restoration works (source: J.

Belosevics archive)

renske nastave i prakse. Rezultate istrazivanja
J. Belosevi¢ objavio je u vise radova,” a osvrti
na lokalitet mogu se pronadi i u raznim dru-
gim publikacijama.®

Ukupno je istrazeno 0,5 ha terena, a osobi-
tost lokaliteta, izmedu ostalog, ¢ini i podatak
da je bio ograden izvornim starokr$¢anskim zi-
dom kojem su pronadeni temelji na sjevernom
i juznom dijelu iskopanog kompleksa (SL. 1-2).
J. Belosevi¢ na lokalitetu je utvrdio anticki —
starokr$¢anski — srednjovjekovni sepulkralno-
sakralni kontinuitet.” Dva su izravna dokaza
dugac¢kom kontinuitetu uporabe lokaliteta.
Kao prvo, to je groblje s 521 istrazenim gro-
bom od kojih neki pripadaju kasnoantickom

5 J. BELOSEVIC, 1989, 71-81; 1990, 231-239; 1992, 79-91;
1993a, 121-142; 1993b, 177-214; 1994, 121-143; 1997a,
149-204; 1997b, 301-350; 1998, 69-104. Sinteticki po-
datci o ishodima svih istrazivanja mogu se zapravo naci u
dvama radovima: J. BELOSEVIC, 1997b i J. BELOSEVIC,
1998.

¢ P CHEVALIER, 1995, 118-121; N. JAKSIC, 2000, 17-63;
A. UGLESIC, 2002, 57-61; P. VEZIC, 2005, 96-98.

7 J.BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 309.
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1988 to 1991 and it was a part of compulsory
field training for archacology students. ]J. Be-
losevi¢ published the research results in several
papers,’ and the site was mentioned in various
other publications. ¢

Area of 0.5 hectares was excavated. One of the
specific traits of the site is the fact that it was en-
closed by an original early Christian wall whose
foundations were located in the northern and
southern part of the excavated complex (Fig.
1-2). J. Belosevi¢ determined sepulchral conti-
nuity from antiquity over Early Christianity to
the Middle Ages.” There are two finds testifying
to long continuity of the site usage. Firstly, it is
a cemetery with 521 excavated graves some of
which date to Late Antiquity, while others be-

5 J. BELOSEVIC, 1989, 71-81; 1990, 231-239; 1992, 79-91;
1993a, 121-142; 1993b, 177-214; 1994, 121-143; 1997a,
149-204; 1997b, 301-350; 1998, 69-104. A synthesis of the
results of all excavations can be found in two works: J. BE-
LOSEVIC, 1997b and J. BELOSEVIC, 1998.

¢ P CHEVALIER, 1995, 118-121; N. JAKSIC, 2000, 17-63;
A. UGLESIC, 2002, 57-61; P. VEZIC, 2005, 96-98.

7 J.BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 309.
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vremenu, dok su ostali ranosrednjovjekovni,
srednjovjekovni i novovjekovni. Pronalasci
ulomaka urni, stela, keramickih posuda, me-
talnih (pincete, $ila, oruzje i dr.) te staklenih
predmeta, a kako ¢emo vidjeti dalje u tekstu,
i mense koju u ovom radu obradujemo, upu-
¢uju na postojanje i ranijih, odnosno antickih
(rimskih) grobova. Jedna kasnoanti¢ka grob-
nica na svod pronadena je u sklopu gradevi-
ne koja je bila u funkciji mauzoleja (S 1-2).
Drugi dokaz dugac¢kom kontinuitetu lokali-
teta jest crkva, odnosno nekoliko promjena
njezina kamenog crkvenog namjestaja (6., 8., i
9. stoljece). Crkva je s nekoliko arhitektonskih
preinaka bila u funkciji do 16. stolje¢a kada
su je srusili Osmanlije. Nakon tog rusenja, na
prostoru narteksa crkve i zapadno od njega,
izgradena je recentna crkva manjih dimenzija
koja nije bila dugo u funkciji (SL. 1-2). Crkva
je u srednjem vijeku bila Zupna i moze se po-
vezati sa selom Trscima.?

OPIS ULOMKA POGREBNE MENSE

Ulomak mense pronaden je u neposrednoj
blizini mauzoleja s kasnoanti¢kom grobnicom
na svod.” Fragment predstavlja kut jedne ce-
tvrtaste ili pravokutne pogrebne mense visine
31,4 cm, Sirine 29,8 cm i debljine 13,4 cm (SL.
3-4) koja je bo¢no imala utor za uglavljivanje.
Mensa je bila profilirana uz rubove $to se jasno
vidi u sa¢uvanom obrubu (okviru) Sirine 3,5-
4 cm. Na mensi je prikazana hrana u reljefu
koja se pokazala zanimljivom iz vise razloga:
prikazana je posluzena unutar kruzne reljefne
istake koja sigurno sugerira lonac unutar kojeg
se kuhala ili servirala. Na isti je na¢in hrana
oblikovana i servirana i kod ostalih sli¢nih sje-
vernoafrickih primjera (SI. 5-8). No, na mensi

N.JAKSIC, 2000, 17-63.

9 J. BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 311. Gradevinu s grobnicom na
svod J. BeloSevi¢ je protumacio kao starokr$¢anski oratorij,
no prema sada$njim spoznajama dolazimo do zakljucka
da je rije¢ o mauzoleju koji je tijekom antickog razdoblja
mogao imati i drugu funkciju.

long to early medieval, medieval and post-me-
dieval period. Finds of urn fragments, pottery
vessels, metal artifacts (tweezers, awls, weapons
etc.) and glass objects, and the mensa that we
analyze in this paper as we shall see in contin-
uation, suggest presence of even earlier, Roman
graves. A late antique vaulted tomb was found
within an edifice that functioned as a mauso-
leum (Fig. 1-2). The second evidence of long
continuity of the site is the church, and several
changes of its stone furniture (the 6th, 8th and
9th centuries). Church was functional, with
some architectural alterations, until the 16th
century when it was torn down by the Otto-
mans. After the devastation, in the narthex area
and west of it, a recent, smaller church was built
that was used shortly (Fig. 1-2). In the Middle
Ages it was a parish church and it can be associ-
ated with the village of Trici. ®

DESCRIPTION OF THE FUNERARY
MENSA FRAGMENT

Fragment of the mensa was found in imme-
diate vicinity of the mausoleum with the late
antique vaulted tomb.? The fragment is actual-
ly a corner of a square or rectangular funerary
mensa 31.4 cm high, 29.8 cm wide and 13.4
cm thick (Figs. 3-4) that had a lateral insertion
groove. The mensa was profiled along the edg-
es as evident from the preserved border (frame)
measuring 3.5-4 cm in width. It bears a depic-
tion of food in relief that is interesting for more
than one reason: it was depicted served within
round relief protrusion that definitely suggests
a pot in which it was cooked or served. Food
was rendered and served in the same manner
on similar north African examples (Fig. 5-8).
However, on the mensa from Galovac, the pot

$  N.JAKSIC, 2000, 17-63.

9 J.BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 311. Edifice with the vaulted tomb
was interpreted by J.Belo$evi¢ as an early Christian oratory,
but on the basis of current knowledge we can conclude it
was a mausoleum that could have had a different function
in antiquity.
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SLIKA 3. Ulomak mense s lokaliteta Galovac - Crkvina, gornja strana (foto: T. Fabijanic¢)
FIGURE 3 Fragment of a mensa from the site of Galovac - Crkvina, upper side (photo by T. Fabijani¢)

iz Galovca lonac je dodatno smjesten unutar
reljefno istaknutog prostora oblika slova ,,U,
sto nije slucaj i kod drugih sli¢nih primjeraka
mensi. Zljebovi za postavljanje hrane, tanjura

was placed in the relief protrusion in shape of
the letter “U* as opposed to other similar spec-
imens. Grooves for food, plates or other uten-
sils actually appear on another type of mensa,

SLIKA 4. Ulomak mense s lokaliteta Galovac - Crkvina, bocna strana (foto: T. Fabijani¢)
F1GURE 4 Fragment of a mensa from the site of Galovac - Crkvina, lateral side (photo by T. Fabijani¢)
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ili drugog pribora, zapravo se javljaju na jed-
nom drugom tipu mensi, ali one nemaju re-
liefno prikazanu hranu. Takvih mensi ima vise
primjera i najées¢e su kruznog oblika ili u for-
mi grékog slova sigma.'® Za galovacki ulomak

1 E.CHALKIA, 1991, sl. 10-20. Kruznu mensu s takvim Zlje-
bovima s lokaliteta Marusinac donosi E. DYGGVE, 1989,
sl. V, 30; 1996, sl. V, 30.

SLIKA 5. Mensa iz Tunisa
(izvor: E. DYGGVE, 1996, sl.

V; 39)

FIGURE 5 Mensa from Tunisa
(source: E. DYGGVE, 1996, Fig.
V; 39)

SLIKA 6. Mensa iz Timgada
(izvor: A. GIUNTELLA et al.,
1985, sl. 37)

FIGURE 6 Mensa from Timgad
(source: A. GIUNTELLA et al,,
1985, Fig. 37)

but they do not bear relief depictions of food.
There are several examples of such mensae and
they are usually round or in shape of the Greek
letter sigma.'® For the Galovac example we can
say that the food was depicted as if it had al-

1 E. CHALKIA, 1991, Fig. 10-20. Round mensa with such
grooves from the site of Marusinac was published by E.
DYGGVE, 1989, Fig. V, 30; 1996, Fig. V, 30.
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SLIKA 7. Mensa iz Timgada
(Wikipédia en frangais, pojam:
Timgad, Musée de Timgad)
F1GURE 7 Mensa from Timgad
(Wikipédia en frangais, article:
Timgad, Musée de Timgad)

SLIKA 8. Mensa iz Timgada
(Wikipédia en frangais, pojam:
Timgad, slika, Musée de
Timgad)

F1GURE 8 Mensa from Timgad
(Wikipédia en frangais, article:
Timgad, figure, Musée de
Timgad)

moze se re¢i da je hrana prikazana na nacin
kao da je ve¢ postavljena unutar jednog takvog
zljeba, kao $to je prikazano na fresci grobnice
iz Tomisa datirane u sredinu 4. stoljeca (SI. 9).

Pretpostavljeno je da prikazana hrana pred-

Uali na teme-

stavlja kruh u kogari ili kolace,’
lju analogija (osobito SI. 7) moze se zakljuditi
kako nije rije¢ o kosari i kruhu, ve¢ hrani unu-
tar manjeg kuhinjskog lonca (kod navedene
mense takav lonac ima i drzak).

Potrebno je istaknuti da je ve¢ J. Belosevi¢
mensu iz Galovca pravilno usporedio s men-
som s prostora Tunisa koju je u radu Povijest

salonitanskog krscanstva publicirao E. Dyggve

I E. DYGGVE, 1989, 97; 1996, 86; J. BELOSEVIC, 1997b,
311.
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ready been set in such a groove, as depicted on
the fresco from a tomb from Tomiso dated to
the mid-4th century (Fig. 9).

It is assumed that the depicted food repre-
sents bread in a basket or pastries,"” but on
the basis of analogies (Fig. 7 in particular) one
can conclude that it is not a basket with bread,
but food in a rather small kitchen pot (on the
mentioned mensa such pot also has a handle).

We need to emphasize that J. Belosevi¢ accu-
rately compared the mensa from Galovac with
a mensa from the territory of Tunisia published
by E. Dyggve in his work History of Saloni-
tan Christianity (Fig. 5). He states that it is "a

1 E. DYGGVE, 1989, 97; 1996, 86; J. BELOSEVIC, 1997b,
311.
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SLIKA 9. Prikaz pogrebne gozbe unutar grobnice na svod u Tomisu (prema I. MURESAN 2016: PL. IV, 1)
F1GURE 9 Depiction of a funerary feast inside the vaulted tomb in Tomis (after . MURESAN 2016: PL. IV, 1)

(SL. 5). Navodi da je rije¢ ,,0 menzi s plasti¢-
nim prikazom kosare s kruhom koja pripada
vremenu pojave kr$¢anskog kulta i tipoloski je
srodna primjerku grobne menze iz Tunisa koji
donosi E. Dyggve®.!?

Takve mense s reljefnim priborom za jelo,
kruh i ribu, koliko nam je poznato, najpo-
znatije su s prostora sjeverne Afrike. Kao $to
smo to ve¢ istaknuli, jednu takvu spominje E.
Dyggve navodedi opéenito da je rije¢ o mensi
s prostora Tunisa, no ne donosi to¢an lokalitet
njezina pronalaska, ali navodi da se s pomo-
¢u reljefnih prikaza na njoj moze pojasniti od
¢ega se gozba sastojala. Takoder ne objasnjava
pripada li kr$¢anskom ili poganskom kon-
tekstu, no kod popisa slika za mensu dodaje
legendu ,agape — mensa“, prema kojoj bi se
moglo pretpostaviti njezino kr$¢ansko podri-
jetlo.'?

Veéina sli¢nih mensi s reljefno prikazanom
hranom i priborom potjece iz Timgada (Al-

2 1 BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 311.
13 E. DYGGVE, 1989, 97, sl. V; 39, popis slika na str. 136;
1996, 86, sl. V, 39, popis slika na str. 126.

mensa with a relief depiction of a basket with
bread that belongs to the period of emergence
of the Christian cult and it is akin in terms of
typology to an example of a funerary mensa
from Tunisia cited by E. Dyggve.“ 2

To the best of our knowledge, such mensae
with relief cutlery, bread and fish, are most
common finds in the northern Africa region.
As already mentioned, one of such examples
was mentioned by E. Dyggve who stated gen-
erally it is a mensa from the territory of Tuni-
sia, but did not provide the exact locality of its
discovery. He did claim that relief depictions
on it allow reconstruction of the feast but did
not provide an explanation if it belongs to a
Christian or a pagan context, but in the list of
figures for the mensa he adds a legend “agape —
mensa“, suggesting its Christian provenance.'

Most similar mensae with relief depictions of
food and cutlery come from Timgad (Algeria)
where most famous and so far best explored

12 1 BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 311.
B E. DYGGVE, 1989, 97, Fig. V, 39, list of figures on p. 136;
1996, 86, Fig. V, 39, list of figures on p. 126.
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zir) gdje je najpoznatija i do danas najbolje
istrazena nekropola Porte de Lambése koja je
istrazivana od 1932. godine." Upravo na toj
nekropoli na kojoj dominira incineracija razli-
kuje se pet osnovnih tipova grobova od kojih
rani u podtip 2. Medu njima ima vise pod-
tipova zidanih grobnica od kojih su i one s
funeralnim stelama i mensama kao vanjskim
oznakama groba. Stele i mense su medusobno
povezane na nacin da se mensa s reljefno prika-
zanim darovima i posudem nalazi to¢no ispred
stele kao $to je prikazano na slikama 10 i 11.
Taj tip grobnih mensi spominje P. A. Février
kada se bavio kultom mrtvih kr$¢anskih za-
jednica 3. stolje¢a, odnosno on za vrlo sli¢énu
mensu iz Timgada (SI. 6) kaze da je poganska
i osobito se osvrée na reljefni prikaz ribe medu
darovima te u njemu vidi mogudi utjecaj na
krs¢ansku ikonografiju katakombi 3. stoljeca
gdje su takoder Cesti prikazi banketa s ribom
kao glavnim jelom."”

FUNKCIJA POGREBNIH MENSI

Jedan od vrlo vaznih ritualnih ¢inova pove-
zanih s kultom mrtvih jest ¢in funeralnog ban-
keta (epulum) koji se obavljao kao posljednji
trenutak pogreba (silicernium), zatim devetog
dana od smrti jer je obitelj devet dana bila u
koroti (cena novemdialis) ili za vrijeme raznih
privatnih susreta tijekom godine — od godis-
njica smrti do specifi¢nih blagdana.'®

Od blagdana tijekom godine za organizaciju
pogrebnih gozbi osobito je bio vazan blagdan
Parentalia koji se ¢astio u razdoblju od 13. do
21. veljade, a zavr$avao je velikom gozbom 22.
veljace. Taj se banket nazivao cara cognatio ili
caristia 1 poslije je osobito bio ¢a$¢en medu
kr$¢anima koji su ¢in banketa nazivali refrige-

4 L. LESCHI, 1938, 38.

15 P A.FEVRIER, 1978, 249.

16 J. M. C. TOYNBEE, 1996, 43-72; P. DE SANTIS, 2008,
4543-4544.
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necropolis Porte de Lambése is located. Exca-
vated from 1932.' Cremation is dominant
at this necropolis. Five basic grave types were
differentiated, and the ones classified to sub-
type 2 are most interesting with regard to our
topic. Among them are several types of walled
tombs including the ones with funerary stelae
and mensae as outer grave markers. Stelae and
mensae are related because mensa with relief
depiction of gifts and vessels is placed exact-
ly in front of the stela as illustrated on figures
10 and 11. P A. Février mentions this type
of funerary mensae in his work on the cult of
the dead of the 3rd century Christian com-
munities. He claims that a very similar mensa
from Timgad (Fig. 6) is pagan and pays special
attention to a relief depiction of fish among
the gifts and sees in it possible influence on
Christian iconography of the 3rd-century cat-
acombs where depictions of feasts with fish as

the main course are common."

FUNCTION OF FUNERARY
MENSAE

One of very important ritual acts related to
the cult of the dead is the act of a funerary
banquet feast (epulum) that was performed as
a final moment of the funeral (silicernium),
and again on the ninth day after death because
the family was in mourning for nine days (cena
novemdialis) or during various private meet-
ings throughout the year - from death anni-
versaries to specific holidays.'

An important religious festival with regard to
organization of funerary feasts was Parentalia
celebrated from February 13 to 21, culminat-
ing on February 22. This banquet was called
cara cognatio or caristia and it was subsequent-
ly celebrated especially among the Christians

14 L, LESCHI, 1938, 38.

15 P A.FEVRIER, 1978, 249.

6 J. M. C. TOYNBEE, 1996, 43-72; P. DE SANTIS, 2008,
4543-4544.
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rium."”” Valerije Maksim u 1. stolje¢u opisuje
taj ¢in kao gozbu koju su davno inaugurirali
njihovi ocevi, a naziva se charistia. Obaveza
je bila okupljanje s pretcima za zajednickim
stolom i pomirenje, ako je bilo zavade medu
¢lanovima obitelji i prijateljima.'®

Popularna je bila i lemuria, organizirana 9.,
11. i 13. svibnja. Na te dane povijesni izvo-
ri spominju i polaganje cvijeca, osobito ruza.
Cvijece i ruze su simbolizirale vjecito proljeée
na drugom svijetu. Popularan je bio i blagdan
rosalia (u svibnju i lipnju). S cvije¢em je po-
vezan i ozujski blagdan violatio. Tada su se na
grobove stavljale ljubicice."”

Kult mrtvih i kroz njega pogrebne gozbe
imali su kod Rimljana uloge oc¢uvanja sjeca-
nja na mrtve ¢lanove obitelji, pretke ili prija-
telje, ali i osiguranja udobnosti te okrepljenje
pokojnikove besmrtne duse, i to iz godine u
godinu iznova, a takve pogrebne gozbe na ko-
jima su Zivi ¢astili mreve tako $to su jeli skupa
s njima i Zive je tjerao na suceljavanje s idejom
prolaznosti zivota.”® Takva praksa nastavlja se
i medu kr$¢anima. Na pojedinim kr$¢anskim
grobljima tragovi pogrebnih gozbi mogu se
pronadi sve do 7. stoljeca.”

Na pogrebnoj gozbi sudjelovali su obitelj i
prijatelji pokojnika. S obzirom na to da su slu-
zili za okupljanja, osobito radi obavljanja ban-
keta, grobovi i nekropole su imali prilagodenu
infrastrukturu za bankete: od cijevi za libacije
(¢esto su se upotrebljavali vratovi razbijenih
amfora) do raznih drugih mjesta za pripremu
i dijeljenje hrane od kojih su najzastupljenije
mense. Cin se obavljao pokraj groba, na sa-
mom grobu ili unutar zajednickih prostora na
nekropolama koje su bile predvidene upravo
za to.

7 P. A. FERVIER, 1977, 29-45; A. GIUNTELLA et al,, 1985,
29-53; P. DE SANTIS, 2008, 4545-4551; R. M. JENSEN,
2008, 107-143; A. VELLA, 2020.

¥ P A.FERVIER, 1977, 38.

¥ J. M. C. TOYNBEE, 1996, 61-64. Vidi i Z. SERVENTI,
2020, 131-132.

# 1. MURESAN, 2016, 128. Za temu pogrebnih obicaja vidi
takoder Z. SERVENTT, 2020, 119-141.

2 A. GIUNTELLA et al., 1985.

who referred to the banquet act as refrigerium."”
Valerius Maximus in the 1st century described
this act as a feast inaugurated by their fathers
long time ago, and it is called charistia. It im-
plied gathering at the table with ancestors and
reconciliation, if there was bad blood between
the family members or friends.'®

Lemuria was another popular feast, organ-
ized on 9, 11 and 13 May. Historical sources
mention laying flowers, especially roses. Flow-
ers and roses symbolized eternal spring in the
afterlife. Rosalia festival was also popular (in
May and June). March holiday violatio was
associated with flowers when usually violets
were laid on graves."”

The cult of the dead and related funerary
feasts in the Roman society served to preserve
memory of the deceased family members, an-
cestors or friends, but they were also supposed
to ensure comfort and refreshment for the de-
ceased immortal soul year after year. Such fu-
nerary feasts in which the living honored the
dead by eating with them, made the living face
the idea of the life transitoriness.* Such prac-
tice continued among the Christians. Traces of
funerary feasts at certain Christian cemeteries
can be found until the 7th century.”!

Family and friends of the deceased person
took part in the funerary feast. Since graves
and necropoles were used for gatherings, in
particular for banquets, they had adequate
infrastructure: from libation tubes (necks of
broken amphorae were frequently used) to
various other spots for preparation and shar-
ing of food, mensae being the most common.
The ritual was performed next to the grave,
on the grave or inside common spaces in the
necropoles that were intended exactly for such

17 P. A. FERVIER, 1977, 29-45; A. GIUNTELLA et al., 1985,
29-53; P. DE SANTIS, 2008, 4545-4551; R. M. JENSEN,
2008, 107-143; A. VELLA, 2020.

18 P A.FERVIER, 1977, 38.

19 J. M. C. TOYNBEE, 1996, 61-64. See also Z. SERVENTI,
2020, 131-132.

2 1.MURESAN, 2016, 128. About the theme of funerary cu-
stoms see also: Z. SERVENTTI, 2020, 119-141.

2l A. GIUNTELLA et al., 1985.
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SLIKA 10. Grob iz Timgada (Wikimedia Commons,
pojam: Timgad)

FIGURE 10 Grave from Timgad (Wikimedia
Commons, article: Timgad)

P A. Février primijetio je da se do kraja 3.
stolje¢a pretezito mogu pronali samostalne
mense povezane s pojedina¢nim grobom, dok
se od kraja 3. stolje¢a mense ¢e$ée nalaze unu-
tar zajednickog mjesta, u smislu zajednickih
mjesta za blagovanje. To su prostori na nekro-
polama gdje se nalaze klupe i mense koje su
sluzile za viSe grobova.”> Dakle, najstariji gro-
bovi imaju ispred kameni ravni blok, plocu ili
manju zidanu konstrukciju za darove, odno-
sno postoji veza izmedu pojedina¢noga groba
i mense, kao $to je to slu¢aj kod timgadske ne-
kropole (SI. 10-11).

U Saloni, na dijelu poganske nekropole koja
se nalazila na hridi i koju su Mlecani nazivali
1 cavallo, na gornjoj povrsini hridine, nalazio
se odredeni broj zdjela razlicitih tipova koje
su isklesane na prirodnim ispupéenjima te su

2 A. GIUNTELLA et al, 1985, 38; P. A. FEVRIER, 1977,
29-45.
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SLIKA 11. Grob iz Timgada (Wikipédia en frangais,
pojam: Timgad,; slika: tombe Timgad)

FIGURE 11 Grave from Timgad (Wikipédia en
francais, article: Timgad; figure: tombe Timgad)

purposes.

P A. Février noticed that separate mensae as-
sociated with individual graves can be found
by the end of the 3rd century, while from the
end of the 3rd century mensae are more fre-
quently recovered from common spaces, such
as common spaces for dining. These are are-
as in the necropoles with benches and mensae
that were used for several graves.”> Therefore
the oldest graves have a flat stone block at
the front, a slab or smaller structure for gifts,
meaning there is a connection between an
individual grave and a mensa, as was the case
with the Timgad necropolis (Fig. 10-11).

In Salona, in the part of the pagan necrop-
olis that was located on a cliff that was called
1 cavallo by the Venetians, on the upper sur-
face of the cliff was a certain number of bowls

2 A.GIUNTELLA et al, 1985, 38; P. A. FEVRIER, 1977, 29-
45.



15 (2021), 521-539

J. BARAKA PERICA, A. UGLESIC: Fragment of a Funerary Mensa from the Site of Galovac - Crkvina

izgledale poput stola. E. Dyggve pretpostavio
je da je Zrtveni stol sa zdjelastim udubljenjima
mozda zajednicki za svih pet grobova koji su
tamo registrirani. Isti autor opisuje i primjer
gdje su udubljenja u obliku zdjele napravljena
izravno na plo¢i koja se nalazila nad grobnom
komorom.” U Saloni pretpostavlja i postoja-
nje prijenosnih mensi u vidu vrlo malih i la-
ganih mramornih tanjura koji su podrzavali
drvene ili bron¢ane noge. Osobitu pozornost
posvetio je i pogrebnim gozbama i mensama
kod krs¢anskih konteksta.” Takvih zajedni¢-
kih mjesta za pogrebne bankete ima unutar
poganskih i kr$¢anskih konteksta.”

Povijesni izvori ne spominju neku konkret-
nu hranu koja se konzumirala. Upotrebljavala
se sva uobicajena svakodnevna hrana: od kru-
ha i vina, do mesa i mlije¢nih proizvoda itd.,
a arheologija potvrduje da se ona ponekad i
pripremala na licu mjesta. Dakle, takva gozba
nije zahtijevala da se prinose posebni proizvo-
di, nego je to bio obrok sastavljen potpuno u
skladu s lokalnim navikama,?¢ kako to dokazu-
ju i lokaliteti kod kojih su radene analize osta-
taka pronadene hrane.”

Na starokr$¢anskom lokalitetu Vaste — Fon-
do Giuliano u talijanskoj pokrajini Pugliji, na
prostoru groblja, otkriveno je pet jama unutar
kojih su pronadeni ostatci zivotinjskih kostiju,
staklenih svjetiljki i novca, a to nisu i jedini
tragovi uzimanja hrane. Hrana se priprema-
la na lokalitetu te se konzumirala na grobu,
a jedan dio bio bi ubacen i unutar groba, $to
je arheologki potvrdeno jer su kosti zivotinja
pronadene pomijesane s ljudskima. Analizom

#  E.DYGGVE, 1989, 93-94; 1996, 83.

#  E.DYGGVE, 1989, 89-93; 1996, 79-82. Usp. i N. CAMBI,
1984, 227-241; N. DUVAL, 1984, 187-226.

»  Medu poznatijim primjerima unutar poganskog konteksta
4. stoljeca jest lokalitet Sidret el Balik (Sabratha) u Libiji.
Vidi: A. DI VITA, 2008, online izdanje. Unutar kr§¢anskog
konteksta takav primjer nalazimo na nekropoli El Bagawat
(Hibis) u Egiptu. Vidi: G. CIPRIANO, 2008, sl. 41. Kod na-
vedenih primjera pronadene su polukruzne klupe i baze za
stolove (mensae).

% E.DYGGVE, 1989, 97; 1996, 86.

¥ Vidi npr. za lokalitet Vaste — Fondo Giuliano: A. M. SOLI-
NAS, 2015, 119-122.

of various types that were carved on natural
protrusions looking like a table. E. Dyggve
assumed that sacrificial tables with bowl-like
cavities might be common for all five graves
recorded there. The same author describes
an example where cavities in shape of bowls
were made directly on the slab above the grave
chamber.?® Presence of portable mensae is as-
sumed in Salona in form of very small and light
marble plates supported by wooden or bronze
legs. He paid special attention to funerary
feasts and mensae in Christian contexts.?* Such
common spaces for funerary banquets can be
found in pagan and Christian contexts.*

Historical sources do not mention some spe-
cific food that was consumed. Usual everyday
food was used: from bread and wine, to meat
and dairy products etc., and archaeological ev-
idence testifies to its preparation on the spot.
Accordingly, such feast did not imply special
ingredients, but it was a meal in complete ac-
cordance with local habits,” as evidenced by
the sites for which residue analyses of food re-
mains were undertaken. %’

At the early Christian site of Vaste — Fon-
do Giuliano in the Italian region of Puglia, in
the area of cemeteries, five pits were discov-
ered containing the remains of animal bones,
glass lamps and coins, and these are not the
only remains of food consumption. The food
was prepared at the site and it was consumed
on the grave. Some of it was thrown into the
grave which was attested archaeologically as
animal bones were found mixed with human
bones. Analysis of animal bones yielded 1009

#  E.DYGGVE, 1989, 93-94; 1996, 83.

2 E. DYGGVE, 1989, 89-93; 1996, 79-82. Cf. also N. CAM-
BI, 1984, 227-241; N. DUVAL, 1984, 187-226.

»  Among the known examples within the pagan context of
the 4th century is the site of Sidret el Balik (Sabratha) in
Libya, see: A. DI VITA,2008, online edition. In the Chri-
stian context we can find such example at the necropolis
El Bagawat (Hibis) in Egypt, see: G. CIPRIANO, 2008, Fig.
41. Semicircular benches and bases for tables (mensae)
were found in the mentioned examples.

% E.DYGGVE, 1989, 97; 1996, 86.

77 E. g. for the site of Vaste - Fondo Giuliano see: A. M. SO-
LINAS, 2015, 119-122.
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zivotinjskih kostiju utvrdeno je 1009 fragme-
nata, a dominiraju ovce, koze, svinje i perad,
no prili¢no su se konzumirali jos riba i jaja.
Nadeno je nesto ostataka i divljih Zivotinja, te
konj i pas cije se meso ipak vjerojatno nije je-
lo.®

U rekonstrukiji jela mogu posluziti i takve
reljefne mense na kojima je istaknuta hrana
koja se nudila tijekom gozbi, kao sto je to vec
primijetio E. Dyggve, a to su ravne plitice koje
su se punile ribom, kruhom i kola¢ima, dok su
duboke zdjele mogle primiti Zzrtvu u tekuéini,”
a, kao $to smo to veé naveli, kod ove nase men-
se vjerojatno je rije¢ o nekoj gustoj kuhanoj
hrani u loncu.

ZAKLJUCNA RAZMATRANJA

Kameni ulomak iz Galovca — Crkvine koji
smo u radu obradili najvjerojatnije je dio po-
grebne poganske mense. S obzirom na to da
najbliZe analogne primjere tom tipu predmeta
nalazimo na prostoru sjeverne Afrike, pretpo-
stavljamo da bi mogla biti rije¢ o uvozu iz te
regije u 3. stoljecu, a ¢iju bismo dataciju mogli
prosiriti i na 3. — 4. stoljece, no istovremeno ne
mozemo iskljuciti moguénost njegove izrade u
nekoj od lokalnih radionica u Dalmaciji. U
tom kontekstu potrebno je istaknuti ¢injenicu
da taj nalaz nema posve izravnih analogija pa
bi to moglo izazvati i razilazenja u misljenjima
oko interpretacije njegove funkcije i razloge
ponovne objave. Medutim, upravo zato $to je
rije¢ o rijetkom i jedinstvenom nalazu, obveza
njegove ponovne publikacije sama se po sebi
nametnula kao nuzZnost i potreba, kako bi se
na njega jos jace svratila pozornost stru¢ne i
znanstvene javnosti.

Ulomak mense pronaden je unutar sigurnog
anti¢kog, odnosno kasnoantickog sloja. Kao
$to smo to veé ukratko naveli, na lokalitetu Ga-

2 A. M. SOLINAS, 2015, 119-122. Za lokalitet Vaste vidii E
DANDRIA, G. MASTRONUZZI, V. MELISSANO, 2006,
231-322.

¥ E.DYGGVE, 1989, 97; 1996, 86.
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fragments, dominated by sheep, goats, pigs
and poultry. Fish and eggs were also often on
the table. There were also some remains of
wild animals, and horse and dog whose meat
was most likely not consumed.”

In the food reconstruction we can use such
relief mensae with depicted food offered at the
feast, as already noticed by E. Dyggve, and
these are flat platters filled with fish, bread and
pastries, while deep bowls could take a liquid
offering.” In case of our mensa, as already stat-
ed, it was probably some thick meal cooked
in a pot.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Stone fragment from Galovac — Crkvina
analyzed in this paper is most probably a part
of a pagan funerary mensa. Since closest anal-
ogous examples for this type of object can be
found in the area of northern Africa, we as-
sume that it might be an example of import
from this region from the 3rd century, whose
dating might be extended also to the 3rd and
4th centuries, but at the same time we cannot
exclude a possibility of its production in some
local workshop in Dalmatia. In that context it
is worth emphasizing that this find does not
have direct analogies which might lead to di-
vergent opinions about the interpretation of
its function and about the reason of its repub-
lication. However, exactly because this is a rare
and unique example, its republication seemed
necessary and much needed, to attract atten-
tion of the professional and scholarly public.

The fragment of a mensa was found within a
layer dating to the Roman era and Late Antig-
uity. As already mentioned briefly, a number
of finds from the site of Galovac — Crkvina
testify to the presence of the Roman horizon.
Remains of Roman building structures with

2 A. M. SOLINAS, 2015, 119-122. For the site of Vaste see
also E DANDRIA, G. MASTRONUZZI, V. MELISSANO,
2006, 231-322.

»  E.DYGGVE, 1989, 97; 1996, 86.
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lovac — Crkvina pronadeno je dosta nalaza koji
potvrduju postojanje anti¢kog horizonta. Na
isto¢noj strani iskopanog dijela lokaliteta, de-
setak metara jugoisto¢no od apside crkve, pro-
nadeni su ostatci antickih gradevinskih struk-
tura veli¢ine 10 x 10 m. Isto tako, u ogradama
okolnih obradivih povr$ina uoceni su tragovi
arhitekture.”® Osim toga, u neposrednoj bli-
zini lokaliteta i tijekom arheoloskih istraziva-
nja pronaden je anticki arheoloski materijal:
arhitektonska kamena plastika (dva sarkofaga
napravljena su od arhitrava neke dominantne
anticke gradevine), ulomci stela, ulomci urni,
razni keramicki, metalni i stakleni predmeti,
miljokaz i dva poganska oltara/Zrtvenika, je-
dan posvecen Jupiteru, pronaden tijekom ar-
heologkih istrazivanja, a drugi u cast Junoni,
Silvanu i Liberu, koji je bio upotrijebljen u
ogradi stubista jedne kuée u Galovcu.’' Oso-
bito je indikativno $to je veliki broj crkvene
kamene plastike izraden od rimskih pogrebnih
stela. Dakle, bez sumnje je potvrden anticki
sepulkralno-sakralni horizont koji se nastavlja
u kasnoj antici kroz gradnju mauzoleja, crkve
i pojavu grobova, pa tako dalje sve do osman-
lijskih osvajanja.*?

Indikativna je i blizina rimske ceste. Cesta
je isla iz Jadera preko danasnjeg predjela Relje
(gdje je nekropola nastala upravo uz tu komu-
nikaciju), zatim preko Babinduba nepravilno
kroz centurije agera, pa dalje preko civilnog
aerodroma, priblizno u pravcu lokaliteta Ga-
lovac — Crkvina. Cesta je prolazila sjeverno od
danasnjeg naselja Galovca, izmedu starih bu-
nara Kozjaka i Zagrljka. O toj cesti svjedoce i

% 7. BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 308-309.

31 J.MEDINI, 1987, 125; J. BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 308.

2 7. BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 304. Autor isti¢e da se za tri groba
sa sigurno$¢u moze reci da su kasnoanticka, od kojih je
jedan grobnica na svod u mauzoleju, a druga dva su zidane
grobne komore koje su bile jako uni$tene kasnijim ukopi-
ma. To su grobnice pronadene zapadno i jugozapadno od
narteksa crkve gdje J. BeloSevi¢ pretpostavlja manju me-
moriju koja je bila podijeljena u dvije prostorije. Kasnoan-
ticke grobnice okvirno je datirao u 6. stoljece. U 7. stoljece
datirao je dva sarkofaga isklesana iz antickih spolija koja su
reupotrijebljena za kosturnice, a izvorno su mogla stajati u
dvjema ni$ama u ladi crkve.

dimensions of 10 x 10 m were found on the
eastern side of the excavated part of the site,
about ten meters southeast of the church apse.
Furthermore, architectural traces were discov-
ered in the nearby enclosures with arable land.*
In the immediate vicinity of the site and in
the archaeological excavations, Roman-era ar-
chaeological material was found: architectural
sculpture pieces (two sarcophagi made of an
architrave of some dominant ancient build-
ing), fragments of stelae, urn fragments, var-
ious ceramic, metal and glass artifacts, a mile-
stone and two pagan altars, one dedicated to
Jupiter, recovered during the archaeological
research, and the other honoring Juno, Silva-
nus and Liber, reused in a stairway railing of
a house in Galovac.’' It is particularly indica-
tive that a number of church stone sculptural
pieces were made of Roman funerary stelae.
Thus sepulchral and sacral Roman-era horizon
was confirmed beyond doubt that continued
in Late Antiquity through building of a mau-
soleum, church and emergence of graves, until
the Ottoman conquest. *

Vicinity of the Roman road is also indica-
tive. It started from lader passing through the
present-day city district Relja (where a necrop-
olis was formed exactly along this communi-
cation line), then it continued via Babindub
meandering through the centuriae of ager, and
further over the civilian airport, roughly in the
direction of the site Galovac — Crkvina. The
road passed north of the current settlement
Galovac, between old wells Kozjak and Za-
grljak. Milestone fragments unearthed in the

® . BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 308-309.

% ] MEDINI, 1987, 125; J. BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 308.

%2 J.BELOSEVIC, 1997b, 304. The author claims that three
graves can be dated to Late Antiquity with certainty, one
of which is the vaulted tomb in the mausoleum, and the
remaining two are walled grave chambers heavily dama-
ged by later burials. These tombs were found west and
southwest of the church narthex where J. Belosevié¢ assu-
med a smaller memorial chapel divided in two rooms. He
dated the late antique tombs broadly to the 6th century.
Two sarcophagi carved from Roman spolia that were re-
sued as ossuaries were dated to the 7th century by J. Belo-
$evi¢. These sarcophagi might have originally stood in two
niches in the church nave.
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ulomci miljokaza pronadeni pri arheoloskim
istrazivanjima toga lokaliteta.*

S obzirom na to da se lokalitet nalazi nepo-
sredno uz glavnu anti¢ku komunikaciju, na toj
se lokaciji moze pretpostaviti i segment anti¢-
ke nekropole. Na to jo$ dodatno upuéuje prije
spomenuta anticka arhitektura smjestena de-
setak metara jugoisto¢no od apside crkve, gdje
su pronadeni ostatci zidova koji zatvaraju ée-
tvrtasti prostor, a za koji pretpostavljamo da bi
mozda mogao biti parcela anti¢ke nekropole.

Rezimirajudi spoznaje koje smo u ovom radu
naveli, moZemo konstatirati da se arheoloska
dinamika toga dijela Ravnih kotara u mno-
godemu pokazala drukcijom. Na lokalitetu
Crkvina u Galovcu postoji neprekinuti konti-
nuitet od antike, kasne antike, ranog srednjeg
vijeka, srednjeg vijeka do novog vijeka, $to je
vrlo rijetko. Prostor bi se zapravo mogao pro-
matrati kao grani¢ni prostor prema malom
podru¢ju u zaobalju Zadra (lader) koji je na
prijelazu antike u srednji vijek ostao jedno vri-
jeme u vlasti Bizanta i bio je dio agera toga
grada. Tijekom 9. stolje¢a on najvjerojatnije
postaje vladarskim posjedom.

3 Zacestuusp. Z. MILETIC, 1993, 129-132; 2004, 10-11; L.
BEKIC, A. UGLESIC, 2021.

3 Vise o tome: N. JAKSIC, 2000, 17-63; L. BEKIC, A. UGLE-
SIC, 2021.
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archaeological excavations of this site testify to
the route of this road.”

Since the site is located next to the main
Roman communication line, a segment of
Roman necropolis can be assumed at this
location. This is also indicated by the previ-
ously mentioned Roman-era architectural re-
mains situated about 10 meters southeast of
the church apse where remains of walls were
found that enclosed a square area that might
have been a parcel of the Roman necropolis.

Summarizing the insights presented in this
paper we can state that the archaeological dy-
namics of this part of Ravni Kotari has proven
to be specific in many aspects. At the site of
Crkvina in Galovac we have an uninterrupt-
ed continuity from antiquity, Late Antiquity,
Middle Ages to the Modern period, which
rarely happens. The area might actually be ob-
served as a border area towards a small region
in the hinterland of Zadar (Iader) that at the
transition from antiquity to the Middle Ages
remained under Byzantium for a while and
was a part of ager of this city. During the 9th
century it probaby became a royal estate.*

Translation: Marija Kostié

33 About the road cf. Z. MILETIC, 1993, 129-132; 2004, 10-
11; L. BEKIC, A. UGLESIC, 2021.

3 More about this: N. JAKSIC, 2000, 17-63; L. BEKIC, A.
UGLESIC, 2021.
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