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Autor u radu dokazuje postojanje dvije razlidite koncepcije prostorne artikulacije
agrarnib naselja w Kastelima u kasnoj antici i srednjem vijeku. Obje su nastale
u kompleksima rusticnibh vila koje su organizirane tijekom kasne antike na te-
meljima ranorimskibh vila. Od ranorimskih se razlikuju po velicini posjeda koji
im pripada, a fizicki po znatno vecoj oluvanosti arhitektonskib ostataka, jer su
te vile ostale u funkciji i u srednjovjekovnoj epohi. U svakoj od njih u pravilu je
najkasnije u 6. st. podignut i kricanski sakralni objekt u procesu kristijanizacije
pagusa u salonitanskom ageru. U prvoj i nesto brojnijoj verziji prostorne artiku-
lacije u okviru kasnoantickog veleposjeda (villa rustica) kricanska bogomolja je
podignuta u sklopu stambeno-gospodarskog sredista vile (Sv. Marta — Stombrate,
Sv. Kuzma i Damjan — Dolac u Kastel Gomilici), a u drugoj je stambeno-gospo-
darski kompleks udaljen od sakralnoga objekta za oko 1 km (Miri — Stomorija u
Kastel Novom). Dok je prva verzija uobicajena diljem provincije Dalmacije ona u
sluéaju Miri — Stomorija je po svemu sudeéi izuzetak uvjetovan lokalnim datosti-
ma terena. U oba slulaja ti kasnoanticki kompleksi prerastaju u srednjovjekovne
vladarske posjede (curtes, predia), a potom u srednjovjekovna sela.

In the paper the author substantiates the presence of two different concepts of
spatial articulation of agrarian settlements in Kastela in Late Antiquity and the
Middle Ages. They were both formed in the complexes of villae rusticae that had
been organized in Late Antiquity on the foundations of the early Roman villas.
They differ from the latter in the size of accompanying estate, and in physical terms
in much better preservation of architectural remains, since these villas continued
to be used in the Middle Ages. In each of them a Christian sacral structure was
built in the 6th century at the latest in the process of Christianization of pagus in
the Salonitan ager. In the first, somewhat more common version of spatial articu-
lation within a late antique estate (villa rustica), a Christian place of worship was
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erected in the residential and economic hub of the villa (St Martha — Stombrate,
SS Cosmas and Damian — Dolac in Kastel Gomilica). While the first version is
common across the province of Dalmatia, the one in the case of Miri — Stomorija
is most likely an exception caused by the local terrain features. In both cases these
late antique complexes grew into medieval estates (curtes, predia), and then into
medieval villages.
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Pitanju prostorne artikulacije naselja u hr-
vatskoj arheoloskoj literaturi nije do sko-
ra bila posveéena veéa pozornost. Takve su
teme kod nas jo$ uvijek viSe iznimka negoli
pravilo, za razliku od brojnih primjera u eu-
ropskoj literaturi.! Pionirski iskorak na tom
planu predstavljaju radovi S. Cace, u kojima
se obraduju pitanja nekih prostornih relacija
u naseljima prapovijesnih zajednica.* I sam
sam jo§ prije ¢etvrt stoljeca razradio prostor-
nu strukturu srednjovjekovnog sela Suéurca u
Kastelima, a potom i Oriovice i Vini$¢a, sela
u zapadnom trogirskom priobalju.’ Taj me-
todoloski obrazac primijenio sam nedavno i
na jos neka srednjovjekovna sela u trogirskom
distriktu.* Uz to sam pokusao uskladiti pisana
vrela i arheoloske lokalitete u prostornoj kon-
cepciji pojedinih ruralnih naselja.’ Na tragu
tih pokusaja ovdje bih pokusao predociti po-
sebnu inacicu prostorne sheme unutar jednog
agrarnog naselja u Kastelima. Rije¢ je o ru-
sti¢noj vili na predjelu Miri i o sakralno-se-
pulkralnom kompleksu Stomorija oko crkve
sv. Marije, izvorno kasnoantickog postanja.
Oba lokaliteta kontinuiraju od kasne antike
do kraja srednjeg vijeka, Stomorija kao sveti-
Ste sve do danas, a smjesteni su u katastarskim
granicama Kastel Novog (Karta 1).

Prostor Kastela i njegovih sedam sela, danas
objedinjenih u Grad Kastela, bio je od rane
antike podvrgnut intenzivnoj agrarnoj eksplo-
ataciji, koju je potisnula tek masovna industri-
jalizacija u 20. stolje¢u. Plodno Kastelansko
polje, kao dragocjena oaza okruzena Sirokim
kr$kim pojasom zaleda u Dalmatinskoj zagori,
¢inilo je po osnutku kolonije Salonae okosnicu
njezina teritorija na kojem je organiziran ko-
lonijski ager centuriatus. U tom ageru nastala
su brojna poljodjelska imanja, villae rusticae,
bazirana na glavnim sredozemnim kulturama,

! Vidi primjerice u: LANDSCAPE, 2006. Tu je niz radova sa
skupa pod istim naslovom posvecen razli¢itim aspektima
analize prostora u proslosti.

S. CACE, 1982; S. CACE, 1985.

T. BURIC, 1985; T. BURIC, 2008.

T. BURIC, 2020, 148-177.

T. BURIC, 2012a.
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Little attention has been paid to the ques-
tion of spatial articulation of settlements in
the Croatian archaeological literature so far.
Topics of this kind are still rather the excep-
tion than the rule, as opposed to a number of
examples in the European professional litera-
ture.! Works by S. Cade represent a pioneering
effort in that regard as he studied some issues
of spatial relations in the settlements of pre-
historic communities.? I myself have elaborat-
ed a spatial structure of the medieval village
of Suéurac in Kastela, and then also Oriovica
and Vini$¢a, villages in the western Trogir lit-
toral.® I have recently used this methodolog-
ical pattern on some other medieval villages
in the district of Trogir.* Furthermore, I have
tried to harmonize the written sources with
archaeological sites in the spatial concept of
certain rural settlements.’ Along these lines,
here I will try to present a special variant of
a spatial scheme in one agrarian settlement
in Kastela. It is a villa rustica in the Miri area
and sacral and sepulchral complex Stomorija
near the church of St Mary, originally of late
antique provenance. Both sites existed in con-
tinuity from Late Antiquity to the end of the
Middle Ages, Stomorija as a sanctuary to the
present day, both located within the cadastral
boundaries of Kastel Novi (Map 1).

The region of Kastela and its seven villages,
presently united in the town of Kastela, has
been subjected to intensive agrarian exploita-
tion, that was suppressed only by massive
industrialization in the 20th century. Fertile
field of Kastela, as a precious oasis surrounded
by wide karts belt of hinterland in Dalmatins-
ka Zagora, represented a backbone of the ter-
ritory of the colony of Salona after its founda-
tion, where ager centuriatus was organized. In
this ager many country esatates (villae rusticae)

' (f for instance LANDSCAPE, 2006 with a number of pa-
pers from identically entitled conference dealing with va-
rious aspects of analysis of space in the past.

S. CACE, 1982; S. CACE, 1985.

T. BURIC, 1985; T. BURIC, 2008.

T. BURIC, 2020, 148-177.

T. BURIC, 2012a.
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vinovoj lozi i maslinama. Te rusti¢ne vile, ras-
poredene po agerskim centurijama, funkcio-
nirale su tijekom principata u okvirima robo-
vlasni¢kog sustava bez veéih promjena. Novi
na¢in drustvenog upravljanja tijekom razdo-
blja dominata obiljeZio je kasnoanticku epohu
Rimskog Carstva, kada klasi¢ni robovlasnicki
model postupno ustupa mjesto kolonatskim
odnosima, koji ¢e u konacnici dovesti od 7.
do 9. stoljeca do oblikovanja feudalnog drus-
tva u Europi.® Te mijene klasnih i socijalnih
struktura dovele su i do vidljivih promjena u
prostornoj organizaciji agrarnih posjeda u age-
rima rimskih kolonija. U ovom radu ¢u se, u
skladu s naslovom, zadrzati na primjerima iz
salonitanskog agera.

Arheoloska topografija rimskodobnog raz-
doblja u Kastelima pruzila nam je dosta ¢vrste
kriterije za razlikovanje prostornih struktura
agrarnih posjeda (villae rusticae) ranorimske
epohe od onih kasnoantickih. Rusti¢ne su vile
temeljna privredna i socijalna jedinica drustva
tijekom cijelog navedenog razdoblja pa time
i najpogodnije za analizu prostornih relaci-
ja. Kasnoanti¢ke vile znatno se razlikuju od
onih iz ranorimskog razdoblja. Na primjeru
salonitanskog agera moguée je nakon visego-
disnjih rekognosciranja i manjih iskopavanja
uputiti na odredene pojave i zakonitosti kao
dio promjena koje su slijedile op¢u drustvenu
i politicku transformaciju u Rimskom Carstvu
tijekom kasne antike. Ovdje, naravno, neée
biti predoceni svi anticki lokaliteti i polozaji
rusti¢nih vila, nego ¢ée se na temelju odabranih
primjera, ujedno i najbolje istrazenih, poku-
Sati pokazati do kakvih je promjena doslo u
kasnoj antici, a koja je vazno polaziste i za ra-
nosrednjovjekovnu sliku prostora.

Opéenito se moze kazati da je broj ranorim-
skih posjeda u centurijama agera bio znatno
vedi u odnosu na one kasnoanticke. Jedna de-
taljna topografska obrada svih antickih nalaza i

lokaliteta zasigurno bi osnazila takvo razmislja-

¢ G.LUZZATTO, 1960, 82-112; R. LOPEZ, 1978, 17-63; .
LE GOFF, 1998, 29-59; M. BRANDT, 1980, 13-18.
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came into being, based mostly on the main
Mediterranean crops, vine and olive. These
countryside villas, distributed in the ager cen-
turiae, functioned during the Principate with-
in the slavery system without major changes.
New manner of social government through
the Dominate period marked Late Antiquity
in the Roman Empire when classical slavery
model was replaced by colonate relations that
will eventually lead to formation of feudal so-
ciety in Europe from the 7th to 9th century.®
These changes in class and social structures
resulted in visible changes in spatial organi-
zation of agrarian estates in agers of Roman
colonies. In this paper we will discuss only the
examples from the Salonitan ager, in accord-
ance with the title.

Archaeological topography of the Roman
era in Kastela offered quite firm criteria for
distinguishing spatial structures of the early
Roman agrarian estates from the late antique
ones. Villae rusticae are basic economic and so-
cial units of society throughout the mentioned
period and thereby most suitable for the analy-
sis of spatial relations. Late antique villas differ
significantly from the early Roman ones. After
lengthy field surveys and small-scale excava-
tions, on the example of the Salonitan ager we
can indicate certain phenomena and regulari-
ties as a part of changes that accompanied gen-
eral social and political transformation in the
Roman Empire in Late Antiquity. Of course,
we will not present all Roman-era sites and po-
sitions of villae rusticae, but selected examples,
also the best explored ones, will be used to
show the changes that happened in Late An-
tiquity that is also an important starting point
for the early medieval image of space.

In general we can say that the number of the
early Roman estates in the ager centuriae was
much bigger than the late antique ones. An ex-
haustive topographic analysis of all Roman-era
finds and sites would definitely offer more

¢ G. LUZZATTO, 1960, 82-112; R. LOPEZ, 1978, 17-63; ].
LE GOFE 1998, 29-59; M. BRANDT, 1980, 13-18.
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® 570MORIIA

OMIRI

@ STOMBRATE
SVETA MARTA

@ DOLAC
SVETI KUZMA | DAMJAN

KARTA 1. Kasnoanticki veleposjedi u Kastelima s pripadajucim starokrséanskim crkvama (izradio 1. Suta)
MAP 1 Late antique large estates in Kastela with accompanying early Christian church (made by 1. Suta)

nje.’” Rije¢ je o sljede¢em; polozaji na kojima su
registrirani rimskodobni lokaliteti s materija-
lom ranijih stolje¢a antike (1. — 4., pr. pol. 5.),
a na kojima nije pronaden tipi¢ni kasnoanticki
materijal, daleko su brojniji u odnosu na one
gdje su rekognosciranjima ili — $to je rjedi slu-
¢aj — manjim iskopavanjima pronadeni pokret-
ni nalazi i objekti iz konca 5. do prve polovice
7. stolje¢a.® S druge pak strane, lokaliteti gdje
je potvrden i kasnoanti¢ki stratum u pravilu
kontinuiraju i u srednjem vijeku. Uz rusti¢ne
vile u ageru tu su i naselja peregrinskih zajed-
nica locirana uokolo plodnog polja izvan su-
stava limitacije. Kontinuitet do kraja anti¢kog
razdoblja, dakle do prve polovice 7. stoljeca,
potvrden je zasigurno na lokalitetu Sv. Marta
u Bija¢ima i na lokalitetu Miri u polju Kastel
Novog (Karta 1). Oba su privukla pozornost
prvih istrazivaca koncem 19. stoljeca, kada je
drustvo ,Biha¢“ na &elu s don Franom Buli-
¢em na tim nalazi$tima traZilo, u romanti¢nom

Na ovom mjestu samo upucujem na brojne zabiljeske o na-
lazima u Kastelima, koje su sustavno objavljivane u glasilu
Arheoloskog muzeja u Splitu (Bullettino di archeologia e
storia dalmata/Vjesnik za arheologiju i historiju dalmatin-
sku) tijekom 19. i prve polovice 20. stolje¢a. Uz to je korisno
pregledati i bibliografiju u I. BABIC, 1984/1991, V. OMA-
SIC, 1978; V. OMASIC, 1986.

8 Za primjer ranorimskog lokaliteta bez kasnoantickog slo-
ja navodim nalaziste Lucijino u Kastel Stafili¢u, vidi u: L
SUTA, 2005, 227-228. Pokretni nalazi otkriveni u zastit-
nim iskopavanjima nisu mladi od 5. stoljeca.

arguments for such statement.” We have the
following situation: the positions of the Ro-
man-era sites with the material dating to the
early centuries of antiquity (I1st — 4th, possi-
bly first half of 5th c.), and lacking typical late
antique material, are far more numerous than
the sites that yielded small finds and structures
dating from the end of the 5th to the first
half of the 7th century in field surveys, or less
commonly, in small-scale excavations.® On the
other hand, the sites with confirmed late an-
tique stratum generally continue in the Mid-
dle Ages. In addition to countryside villas in
ager, ther are also settlements of the peregrine
communities located around the fertile field
outside the land division system. Continuity
until the end of antiquity, that is until the first
half of the 7th century, has been confirmed
with certainty at the site of St Martha in Bi-
ja¢i and the site of Miri in the field of Kastel

7 Here I will only refer to many reports about finds from
Kastela, that have been systematically published in the
bulletin of the Archaeological Museum in Split (Bulletti-
no di archeologia e storia dalmata/Vjesnik za arheologiju i
historiju dalmatinsku) in the 19th and the first half of the
20th century. It is also useful to consult bibliography in I.
BABIC, 1984/19917% V. OMASIC, 1978; V. OMASIC, 1986.

& Asan example of an early Roman site without the late an-
tique layer I will mention the site of Lucijino in Kastel —
Stafili¢, of 1 SUTA, 2005, 227-228. None of the small finds
discovered in rescue excavations dates to the period later
than the 5th century.
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zanosu tek stvorene nacionalne arheologije,
dvorove hrvatskih vladara. Na obama polozaji-
ma pronadeni su ostatci dvaju velikih sklopova
rusti¢nih vila, koje su nastale ve¢ na pocetku
antike, a koje su u kasnoanti¢ko doba postale
sredistima prostranih veleposjeda, tipi¢nih za
drustveni i gospodarski preustroj Carstva u to
vrijeme. Ono $to je izdvajalo spomenute lokali-
tete u odnosu na druge iz rimske epohe vrlo su
dobro ocuvani zidovi raznih zgrada, koji u slu-
¢aju Mira i danas strse visoko nad razinom tla.
Analogni slucajevi zabiljezeni su i u sredi$njem
dijelu salonitanskog agera na lokalitetu Dolac
u Kastel Gomilici, odmah do crkve sv. Kuzme
i Damjana (Karta 1), gdje je takoder otkriven
vedi sklop rusti¢ne vile.” I izvan zone ager cen-
turiatusa postoje takvi kasnoanticki kompleksi.
Ovdje samo za primjer navodim impozantne
ostatke kasnoanticke pala¢e u Ostrvici u Po-
ljicima, gdje zidovi i danas str$e visoko iznad
zemlje.'® Ostrvicko zdanje se razlikuje od Mira,
Stombrata i Doca u Kastelima po svojoj namje-
ni, ali je sukladno njima po stupnju o¢uvanosti
i kontinuiranju u srednji vijek. Za direktnu us-
poredbu s dubletom Miri — Stomorija trebati
¢e ipak jo$ dodatnih istrazivanja. Naime, rezi-
dencijalni kompleks na Mirima u Ostrvici nije
tipi¢ni agrarni sklop kakav je otkriven na Miri-
ma u Kastel Novom." Uz to, najbliza starokr-
s¢anska crkva palaci u Ostrvici nalazila se u selu
Gata (Sv. Ciprijan), a datirana je u 6. stoljece i
pripada posebnom centralnom tipu sakralnoga
zdanja kakav nije uobicajen u sklopovima ru-

®  Za Sv. Martu vidi u: LJ. KARAMAN, 1930, 149-159, 164-
178; T. BURIC, 1993; SHP I11/26 (tematski broj posvecen
Sv. Marti, gdje je sabrana i sva relevantna literatura); V.
Omasi¢, 2001, 113-120. Za Mire vidi u: V. OMASIC, 2001,
120-125, gdje je u biljeskama citirana sva vaznija literatura.
Za Dolac u Gomilici vidi u: L]. KARAMAN, 1930, 208-
212, Tab. IV i V. OMASIC, 2001, 65/bilj. 126. Opéenito za
anticko i kasnoantic¢ko razdoblje vidi u: V. OMASIC, 2001,
18-22, sl. 5 (kasnoanticko zide u Mirima).

10 Za Ostrvicu vidi u: Z. RAPANIC, 1984.

" T kompleks u Ostrvici takoder se nalazi na predjelu Miri.
Toponim Miri, kao i njegove izvedenice, je Cest na nasoj
obali i otocima, a dolazi od latinske rije¢i murus — zid i
u pravilu oznacava vidljive ruSevine kasnoantickih kom-
pleksa i nije specifikum samo salonitanskog agera.
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Novi (Map 1). They both attracted the atten-
tion of the first researchers at the end of the
19th century when the Biha¢ Archaeological
Society headed by Fr. Frano Buli¢ searched for
the courts of the Croatian rulers, driven by ro-
mantic enthusiasm of newly created national
archaeology. Both positions produced remains
of two big countryside villas that came into
being at the beginning of antiquity, becoming
the hubs of spacious estates, typical of social
and economic reorganization of the Empire
at the time. Well preserved walls of various
buildings are characteristic of these sites, that
in the case of Miri protrude high above the
ground. Analogous cases have been recorded
in the central part of the Salonitan ager at the
site of Dolac in Kastel Gomilica, next to the
church of SS Cosmas and Damian (Map 1),
where a big complex of countryside villa was
discovered.” Such late antique complexes can
be found out of the ager centuriatus zone. I will
only mention imposing remains of the late an-
tique palace in Ostrvica in Poljica, where walls
are still visible high above the ground." Edi-
fice in Ostrvica admittedly differs from Miri,
Stombrata and Dolac in Kastela in its func-
tion, but it corresponds to them with regard
to the state of preservation and continuity into
the Middle Ages. Further research is necessary
for direct comparison with the doublet Miri —
Stomorija. Namely residential complex in Miri
in Ostrvica is not a typical agrarian estate such
as the one discovered in Miri in Kastel Novi."!
Besides, the early Christian church that was

®  For St Martha ¢f. Lj. KARAMAN, 1930, 149-159, 164-178;
T. BURIC, 1993; SHP I11/26 (special issue about St Martha,
with relevant bibliography); V. OMASIC, 2001, 113-120.
About Miri ¢f. V. OMASIC, 2001, 120-125, with biblio-
graphy cited therein. For Dolac in Gomilica cf. L]. KARA-
MAN, 1930, 208-212, Tab. IV and V. OMASIC, 2001, 65/
note 126. In general for classical antiquity and Late An-
tiquity ¢f also V. OMASIC, 2001, 18-22, Fig. 5 (late antique
walls in Miri).

1 About Ostrvica Z. RAPANIC, 1984.

" Complex in Ostrvica is also located in the Miri area. To-
ponym Miri, as well as its derivatives, is common on our
coast and islands, related to the Latin word murus — wall,
usually it denotes visible ruins of late antique complexes
and it is not characteristic only of the Salonitan ager.
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sti¢nih vila iz kasne antike." Slijedom navode-
nja razli¢itosti u navedenim primjerima treba
kazati i to da se kastelanski dublet Miri — Sto-
morija nalazi u istom selu, Kastel Novom, dok
je poljicka pala¢a u Ostrvici, a crkva sv. Cipri-
jana u Gatima, dakla, u dva posebna naselja,
premda su prostorne veli¢ine pojedinih sela u
Poljicima manje.

Ukratko, raspored kasnoantickih rustic-
nih vila upucuje na smanjenje broja malih i
srednjih posjeda i stvaranje prostranijih ve-
leposjeda, kojih je — razumljivo — manje, ali
obuhvacdaju znatno veéu povrsinu, ¢ini se i od
vise centurija. Bolja o¢uvanost arhitektonskih
ostataka na kasnoantickim kompleksima nije
samo posljedica njihove prenamjene i odrza-
vanja u srednjem vijeku. Zgrade na posjedi-
ma iz rane antike, koje su napustene tijekom
zadnjih stolje¢a rimske vladavine, postale su
izda$nim kavama ve¢ obradenog kamena, koji
se onda upotrebljavao i za popravke i obnove
kasnoantickih objekata, ali vjerojatno i jos vise
u ranome novom vijeku kada se grade dvorci
i utvrdena sela uz obalu Kastela. Stoga njiho-
vi ostatci nisu danas vidljivi i ne stre nad ze-
mljom poput zidova na Mirima u Kastel No-
vom ili na Mirima u Ostrvici.

Osnovnu jedinicu ove analize ¢ini jedno selo
(villa), odnosno jedan veleposjed (villa rusti-
ca, curtis, predium). Takva naselja temeljna su
privredna i socijalna jedinica drustva tijekom
kasne antike i cijelog srednjeg vijeka, pa ih je i
najlakse prostorno analizirati. Njihova sredista
arhitektonski su kompleksi stambeno-gospo-
darskog karaktera, koji zadrzavaju svoju na-
mjenu iz kasne antike i u srednjem vijeku pa je
topicki kontinuitet neprekinut. U sredistima
tih veleposjeda grade se i prve starokr$¢anske
bogomolje, koje ¢e u ve¢em broju biti reutili-
zirane u srednjem vijeku."

U najSirem dijelu donjokastelanskog polja
jedno je od najvecih arheoloskih nalazista u
Kastelima, opéepoznati lokalitet Miri u Kastel

2 Za Gatavidi u: J. JELICIC-RADONIC et al., 1994.
13 Opsirnije o toj preobrazbi u T. BURIC, 2020, 112-116.

closest to the palace in Ostrvica was situated
in the village of Gata (St Cyprian). It dates to
the 6th century and belongs to a special cen-
tral type of a sacral edifice uncommon in late
antique villae rusticae.'* Regarding differences
in mentioned examples, we should emphasize
that doublet Miri-Stomorija from Kastela is
located in the same village — Kasel Novi, while
the palace of Poljica is in Ostrvica, and the
church of St Cyprian in Gata, meaning in two
separate settlements, though villages in Poljica
are smaller in spatial terms.

In brief, distribution of late antique coun-
tryside villas indicates reduction in number of
small and medium-sized estates and creation
of more spacious large estates that are less nu-
merous of course, but they encompass much
biggcr area, it seems even several centuriae.
Better preservation of architectural remains
at late antique complexes is not only a conse-
quence of their reuse and maintenance in the
Middle Ages. Buildings at the estates dating
to early antiquity became rich quarries of al-
ready dressed stone that was then used for re-
pairs and renewals of late antique structures,
but probably even more in the Early Modern
Period when castles and fortified villages were
built along the coast of Kastela. Therefore their
remains are no longer visible and they do not
protrude from the ground like walls at Miri in
Kastel Novi or Miri in Ostrvica.

The basic unit of this analysis is a single
village (villa), that is one estate (villa rustica,
curtis, praedium). Such settlements are basic
economic and social units throughout Late
Antiquity and the Middle Ages, so they are
most suitable for spatial anaylsis. Their centers
are architectural complexes of residential and
economic character, that retain their function
from Late Antiquity into the Middle Ages so
that topical continuity remains uninterrupted.
In the centers of these estates first early Chris-
tian places of worship were erected, that will

12 About Gata cf. J. JELICIC-RADONIC et al., 1994.
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Novom. Drustvo ,Biha¢“ istrazivalo je to na-
laziste neuspjesno trazeéi ,dvorove® hrvatskih
vladara (SL. 1)." T danas na dijelu lokaliteta
stoje impozantni ostatci kasnoantickih zidova
nekadasnjega kompleksa (SI. 2), a obilje krhoti-
na rimskodobne keramike po obradivim parce-
lama uokolo iz ranijih i kasnijih faza uvjerljivo
potvrduje vaznost toga sklopa u agrarnoj povi-
jesti kraja. Tu je srediste kasnoanti¢kog velepo-
sjeda koji je kontinuirao i u srednjem vijeku.”
Sjeverozapadno od Mira drugi je lokalitet vazan
za ovu temu. To je poznato marijansko svetiste
Stomorija s crkvom sv. Marije od Spiljana. Pri-
djevak ,,0d Spiljana“ dobila je po istoimenom
srednjovjekovnom selu.'® Danasnja crkva i gro-
blje oko nje iz razdoblja su ranog novog vijeka,
ali pisani izvori i pojedini elementi skulpture
upucuju na sigurno srednjovjekovno podrije-
tlo, Stovise, ulomak starokr$¢anske skulpture
upucuje i na kasnoanticko podrijetlo sakralnog
objekta (Sl. 3). Fundacijska isprava beneficija
Sv. Marije iz 1189. godine govori o izgradnji
nove crkve u selu gpiljam,17 koja je zasigurno
bila romanickih graditeljskih i stilskih odlika.'®
Gledajudi prostorni raspored Mira i Stomorije,
medusobno udaljenih nepuni kilometar, na-
mece se spontano pitanje povezanosti tih dvaju
lokaliteta. Zanimljivo je da nitko od istraziva-
¢a, bilo arheologa ili povjesnicara, nije do sada
doveo ta dva polozaja u uzu vezu. Upravo bi
o tome ovdje trebalo nesto vise kazati kada je
rije¢ o prostornim relacijama u okvirima istog
veleposjeda ili sela. Unato¢ veli¢ini kompleksa
i ocuvanosti zidova na Mirima tu nema trago-
va nekoj crkvi, premda su stariji historic¢ari tu

¥ O Mirima vidi sazeto u: V. OMASIC, 2001, 125, 130-131,

gdje je i starija literatura. Za tloris arhitektonskih ostataka

vidi u: I. BABIC 1984/1991% 51/sl. 8.

U starijoj literaturi bilo je govora o ranoromanickim ruge-

vinama, $to nije iskljuceno, ali bi to trebalo osnaziti novim

spoznajama.

16 Vie o tom selu vidi u: V. OMASIC, 2001, 104-106, gdje je
i starija literatura.

7 T. SMICIKLAS, 1904, 239; vidi u: V. OMASIC, 1967.

8O disperziji romanickih crkava po trogirskom distriktu
vidi u: T. BURIC, 2004. Romanicku fazu crkve potvrduje i
sa¢uvani vodorig (garguj) sekundarno iskoristen u potoku
koji od izvora pokraj crkve tece prema polju i moru, vidi u:
1. SIKAVICA, 2007.
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be largely reused in the Middle Ages."
Well-known site of Miri in Kastel Novi, one
of the biggest archacological sites in Kastela, is
located in the widest part of the field of Don-
ja Kastela. The Biha¢ Archaeological Society
excavated this site in an unsuccessful search of
the “courts” of the Croatian rulers (Fig. 1)."
Imposing remains of late antique walls still
stand in the part of the site (Fig. 2), and abun-
dance of potsherds dating to earlier and later
phases of the Roman era in surrounding arable
plots testify to importance of this complex in
the agrarian history of the region. This was the
center of the late antique estate that continued
existence in the Middle Ages.” The other site
important for this topic is situated northwest
of Miri. It is a well-known Marian site of Sto-
morija with a church of St Mary of Spiljan.
The attribute “of Spiljan® was given after the
medieval village.'® Present-day church and the
surrounding cemetery date to the Early Mod-
ern Period, but written sources and certain ele-
ments of sculpture suggest doubtless medieval
origin, furthermore, a fragment of early Chris-
tian sculpture indicates late antique prove-
nance of this sacral building (Fig. 3). Foun-
dation document of the benefice of St Mary
of the year 1189 mentions building of a new
church in the village of Spiljan'” that definite-
ly had Romanesque stylistic and architectural
characteristics.'® After studying the spatial dis-
tribution of Miri and Stomorija, at a distance

1 More comprehensively about this transformation in T.
BURIC, 2020, 112-116.

4 About Miri cf. briefly in V. OMASIC, 2001, 125, 130-131,
with earlier bibliography. For the ground plan of the archi-
tectural remains cf. 1. BABIC, 1984/19917, 51/Fig. 8.

15 In the earlier works early Romanesque ruins were menti-
oned, which is possible, but it should be substantiated by
new insights.

16 More about this village cf. in V. OMASIC, 2001, 104-106,
with earlier bibliography.

17 T. SMICIKLAS, 1904, 239. Cf. also V. OMASIC, 1967.

8 About the dispersion of the Romanesque churches in the
district of Trogir ¢f T. BURIC, 2004. The Romanesque
phase of the church is confirmed by the preserved gar-
goyle, in secondary use in the stream that runs from the
source next to the church towards the field and the sea: cf.
1. SIKAVICA, 2007.
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SLIKA 1. Tlocrt arhitektonskih ostataka na Mirima u Kastel Novom prema istraZivanjima ,,Bihaéa“ (preuzeto iz I.
BABIC 1984/1991, str. 553/bilj. 25)

FIGURE 1 Ground plan of architectural remains in Miri in Kastela after the excavations by Biha¢ Society (after I.
BABIC 1984/19912, str. 553/bilj. 25)

SLIKA 2. Ostatci kasnoantickih zgrada villae rusticae na Mirima u Kastel Novom (foto: Z. Buljevi¢)
FIGURE 2 Remains of late antique villae rusticae in Miri in Kastel Novi (photo by Z. Buljevi¢)
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ubicirali samostan sv. Petra od Klobu&ca. Stovi-
se, Buli¢ je pisao u pocetku i o otkri¢u crkve.”
S druge, pak, strane vidjeli smo na primjeru
Stombrata da takvi kasnoanticki kompleksi,
koji kontinuiraju i u srednjem vijeku, u pravilu
imaju i starokr$¢anski sakralni objekt, koji onda
biva reutiliziran i u srednjem vijeku. Na Mirima
to nije slucaj, premda rusevine upucuju na to
da je kompleks nadzivio anticko razdoblje i da
se upotrebljavao i u srednjem vijeku. Medutim,
zaista brojni trogirski dokumenti od 12. stolje¢a
nadalje nigdje ne spominju neku crkvu na tom
polozaju, a vise je spomena o zemljama na Mi-
rima u drugoj polovici 13. stolje¢a. U njima na-
lazimo: terre posite ad Murum, ad Mury, in cam-
po traguriensi ad Murum, subtus murum, supra
Murum itd.* | ta ucestalost neizravno upucuje
na to da je u sklopu kasnoantickog veleposjeda
opstao naseobinski polozaj i u srednjem vijeku,
ali on nije kao takav prepoznat, na $to je upo-
zorio i Omasié.”!

19 Ceste promjene tumacenja karaktera gradevinskih ostata-
ka otkrivenih na Mirima koje su vidljive iz prvih izvje$taja
drustva ,,Biha¢* (crkva, samostan, vladarski dvor) odraz su
nesnalazenja todobnih istraziva¢a u analizi tih velikih ar-
hitektonskih kompleksa. Za literaturu vidi u: V. OMASIC,
2001, 528 (Kazalo zemljopisnih naziva, s. v. Miri).

2 M. BARADA, 1948, 281, 296-297, 476, 487, 488; M. BA-
RADA, 1950, 54, 119, 219, 274-275.

2 V.OMASIC, 2001, 124. Omasi¢ s pravom upucuje na to da
je metodologija iskopavanja u Buli¢evo vrijeme bila takva
da su zbog trazenja ,velicanstvenih gradevina“ unisteni
teZe prepoznatljivi slojevi srednjeg vijeka.
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SLIKA 3. Starokrs$éanska spolia na
apsidi crkve Gospe od Stomorije (foto:
T. Bartulovi¢)

F1GURE 3 Early Christian spolia in
the apse of the church of Our Lady of
Stomorija (photo by T. Bartulovi¢)

of less than a kilometer, the question arises if
these sites are associated. It is interesting that
none of the researchers, either archaeologists
or historians, tried to find a connection be-
tween the sites. In my opinion, this is exactly
the topic that should be discussed more exten-
sively with regard to spatial relations within
the same large estate or village. Despite the
size of the complex and preservation of walls
in Miri, there is no sign of a church, though
older historians pinpointed the monastery of
St Peter of Klobucac here. What is more, Buli¢
even mentioned discovery of a church.” On
the other hand, we have seen on the example
of Stombrate that such late antique complex-
es that continued to the Middle Ages, usually
have an early Christian sacral building, that
is reused in the Middle Ages. This is not the
case in Miri, though ruins indicate that the
complex survived the period of antiquity, be-
ing used in the Middle Ages. However, many
documents concerning Trogir from the 12th
century onwards do not mention any church
in that position, and land plots in Miri in the
second half of the 13th century are mentioned

Frequent changes in interpretation of the architectural re-
mains uncovered at Miri in the first reports of the Biha¢
Society (church, monastery, royal court) are a reflection
of the researchers’ confusion at the time in the analysis of
these great architectural complexes. For the bibliography:
of. V. OMASIC, 2001, 528 (Kazalo zemljopisnih naziva, s.
v. Miri).
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Sada se opravdano moze postaviti pitanje
gdje je starokr$¢anska crkva i komu taj predio
pripada u srednjem vijeku. Blizina Stomorije
namede se u toj zagonetci sama od sebe. Stoga
bih ustvrdio da je predio Miri, s vjerojatnim
zaseokom u nekadasnjem kompleksu velepo-
sjeda, pripadao selu Spiljan, odnosno da se
selo Spiljan razvilo iz toga veleposjeda, kao i
Bijadi iz tamosnje rusti¢ne vile. Starokr$¢anska
spolia uzidana u zacelni zid apside Stomori-
je (SL. 3) upucuje i na polozaj starokrs¢anske
crkve na mjestu danasnje, poput Sv. Marte u
Stombratama ili Sv. Kuzme i Damjana u Ka-
stel Gomilici. Tu su crkvu zapravo obnovili
1189. nadarbenici beneficija Stomorije, a mo-
guce je bila i u uporabi tijekom ranog srednjeg
vijeka. Dakle, nekadasnji kasnoanticki velepo-
sjed u Mirima imao je svoju crkvu u Stomori-
ji. Na njezinu je lokaciju lako moguée utjecao
jaki izvor vode, koji je i danas vazna tocka u
tom sakralnom prostoru pa nije bilo potreb-
no podizati drugu priblizno u dimenzijama
iste centurije. Ovdje nije uputno raspredati o
mogudim ranijim poganskim kultovima u an-
tici ili prapovijesti, ali nisu @ priori iskljuceni.
Takav raspored razli¢itih kategorija objekata u
kasnoj antici bio je presudan i za srednji vi-
jek, tj. ostao je isti. Mala udaljenost u prostoru
izmedu crkve i profanih gradevina ide tomu
u prilog. Ono $to bih ponudio kao novo vi-
denje jest to da i prostor Mira pribrajam selu
Spiljan, uz Stomoriju jedan od njegovih vaz-
nijih segmenata. To isticem jer se na njih u
dosadasnjoj literaturi gledalo strogo odvojeno.
Cak i veliki znalac kastelanske topografije Vje-
ko Omasi¢ ograni¢ava selo Spiljan na predio
»iznad Stomorije“. Ujedno, to znadi da kom-
pleksu na Mirima pripada starokr$¢ansko zda-
nje na polozaju Stomorije, gdje nema vidljivih
ostataka profanih zdanja. Tu je, dakle, rijec
o tipu kasnoanti¢kog predija gdje je sakralni
objekt izdvojen iz uze zone gospodarsko-stam-
benog sklopa, $to je za sada iznimka medu po-
znatim primjerima iz salonitanskog agera.

Za prikaz veleposjeda gdje su profani i sa-
kralni sklop na istom polozaju najbolje ¢e

more than once: terre posite ad Murum, ad
Muru, in campo traguriensi ad Murum, subtus
murum, supra Murum* etc.® This frequency
indirectly suggests that the settlement position
within the late antique large estate survived in
the Middle Ages, but it was not recognized as
such, as emphasized by Omasi¢.*!

Thus it is justified to pose a question where
that early Christian might have been and who
owned this area in the Middle Ages. The vicinity
of Stomorija first comes to mind in this conun-
drum. Therefore I claim that the area of Miri,
with probable hamlet in the former complex of
the large estate, belonged to the village of Spilj an,
that is that the village of Spiljan developed from
this estate, as Bija¢i grew from villa rustica. Early
Christian spolia embedded in the back wall of
the Stomorija apse (Fig. 3) indicate the position
of an early Christian church at the place of pres-
ent-day church, such as St Martha in Stombrate
or SS Cosmas and Damian in Kastel Gomilica.
This church was actually renewed in 1189 by
prebendaries of the benefice of Stomorija, and it
might have been used in the Early Middle Ages.
Thus former late antique large estate in Miri had
its church in Stomorija. Its location might have
been affected by a strong water source that is still
an important spot in this sacral area so it was not
necessary to erect another church roughly with-
in the same centuria. Here we will not consider
possible earlier pagan cults in antiquity or pre-
history, but they are not excluded « priori. Such
distribution of various categories of structures in
Late Antiquity was crucial for the Middle Ages,
in other words it remained the same. Small dis-
tance in the area between the church and pro-
fane buildings would support this thesis. What I
would like to offer as a new perspective is attrib-
uting the area of Miri to the village of Spiljan,
as one of its most important segments alongside

2 M. BARADA, 1948, 281, 296-297, 476, 487, 488; M. BA-
RADA, 1950, 54, 119, 219, 274-275.

2 V. OMASIC, 2001, 124. Omasi¢ rightfully argues that met-
hodology of excavations in Buli¢’s time destroyed hardly
recognizable medieval layers in quest of ,,magnificent bu-
ildings"
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posluziti kompleks oko crkve sv. Marte u Bi-
ja¢ima, na lokalitetu Stombrate, ili rusti¢na
vila na lokalitetu Dolac u Kastel Gomilici
kod Sv. Kuzme i Damjana, da se zadrzimo na
kastelanskom prostoru. Oba lokaliteta imaju
kasnoanticku fazu i starokrs¢anske gradevine
s grobljima i oba kontinuiraju i u srednjem
vijeku.”? Vila u Stombratama jedina je te-
meljitije istrazena, ali jo§ pocetkom 20. sto-
lje¢a, pa nam izmicu mnogi podatci, koji bi
danas bili zabiljezeni u dokumentaciji. Una-
to¢ tomu, moze se okvirno uputiti na jasan
ranorimski sloj i ostatke arhitekture, prem-
da raspored i veli¢ina zgrada nisu poznati. I
kasnoanticki stratum moguée je identifici-
rati, ponajprije kroz elemente starokr$¢an-
skog sakralnog zdanja, pri ¢emu treba imati
na umu da je to zdanje nastajalo u vise faza.”
Nasuprot ovim primjerima veliki arheoloski
kompleks na Mirima pokazuje razli¢itu she-
mu prostorne artikulacije. Tu su iskopavanja
pokazala postojanje stambeno-gospodarskih
zdanja bez sakralnog objekta, ali kako nisu
nikada objavljena, i moguénosti zakljuéivanja
su ogranicene. Karaman se usputno osvrée na
iskopavanja ,,Biha¢a“ u Mirima, ali s pogres-
nim preduvjerenjem da je tu bio samostan sv.
Petra od Klobucca, premda ispravno opisuje
lokalitet kao rusti¢nu vilu.** Pitanje ubika-
cije re¢enog samostana definitivno je rijesio
Omasi¢, utvrdivsi da je on bio uz more — da-
kle, priblizno uz trasu rimske ceste Salona —
Tragurium — na mjestu danasnje zupne crkve

22 Zalokalitet Dolac vidi u: L]. KARAMAN, 1930, 169, 205-
213.

# Za prvu objavu vidi u: L]. KARAMAN, 1930, 147-155,
164-178. Za dnevnik Buli¢evih iskopavanja, uz popratni
komentar, vidi u: H. GJURASIN, 2004. Revizijska iskopa-
vanja nisu, nazalost, doZivjela sustavnu objavu, nego samo
kradi izvjestaj: D. JELOVINA, 1987 (rad je pretiskan u
SHP I11/26 uz vi$e fotodokumentacije i planova: D. JELO-
VINA, 2004). Za sakralno zdanje i skulpturu starokr$¢an-
skog doba vidi u: T. BURIC, 1993; P. CHEVALIER, 1995a,
222-224; P. CHEVALIER, 1995b, 86/br. 4, 155-156/sl. 1,
158, 164 (karte), Tab. XXXV/2, 187 (Index/s. v. Biadi); P.
CHEVALIER, 2004; A. UGLESIC, 2012, 13-16; T. BURIC
2012b, 23-28. Za suprotno misljenje o fazama skulpture
vidi u: A. MILOSEVIC, 2004.

#  1j. KARAMAN, 1930, 153, 169, 175, 177.
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Stomorija. It is worth emphasizing this since
scholarly literature has always treated them sep-
arately. Even a great expert in the topography
of Kastela, Vjeko Omasi¢ limited the village of
Spiljan to the area “overlooking Stomorija“. At
the same time this means that the complex in
Miri encompasses the early Christian edifice in
the Stomorija position, where traces of profane
structures have not been recorded. Here we have
a type of late antique praedium where sacral
structure was separated from a narrow zone of
economic and residential complex which is an
exception among known examples from the Sa-
lonitan ager.

Best illustration of a large estate with profane
and sacral segments in the same position can be
found in the complex surrounding the church
of St Martha in Bija¢i, at the site of Stombrate,
or villa rustica at the site of Dolac in Kastel
Gomilica near SS Cosmas and Damian, if we
want to stay in the Kastela region. Both sites
have a late antique phase and early Christian
structures with cemeteries and they both con-
tinue in the Middle Ages.”? Villa in Stombrate
is the only site that has been explored more ex-
tensively, but back at the beginning of the 20th
century, so we lack a lot of data that would be
recorded in a modern archacological research.
Nevertheless we can broadly define one early
Roman layer and architectural remains, though
distribution and size of the structures are un-
known. Late antique stratum can be identified,
primarily through the elements of the early
Christian sacral structure whereby we have to
keep in mind that this edifice was built in sev-
eral phases.”® As opposed to these examples,

2 For the site of Dolac cf. LJ. KARAMAN, 1930, 169, 205-
213.

#  For the first publication ¢f LJ. KARAMAN, 1930, 147-155,
164-178. For Buli¢s excavation journal, with commenta-
ries, ¢f. H. GJURASIN, 2004. Unfortunately, revised exca-
vation has not been published systematically, but only in a
short report: D. JELOVINA, 1987 (the paper was reprinted
in SHP I11/26 with more photographs and plans: D. JELO-
VINA, 2004). For sacral edifice and early Christian scul-
pture ¢f. T. BURIC, 1993; . CHEVALIER, 1995a, 222-224;
P. CHEVALIER, 1995b, 86/no. 4, 155-156/Fig. 1, 158, 164
(maps), Tab. XXXV/2, 187 (Index/s. v. Biali); P. CHEVA-
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sv. Petra u Kastel Novom. Za ostatke kasno-
antickih zidova zabiljezio je lokalni toponim
Kulina, a donosi i srednjovjekovni naziv Ad
murum prema trogirskim notarskim doku-
mentima.”

Na nepostojanje veéeg crkvenog objekta na
lokalitetu Miri indirektno upuduje i jedan
podatak koji je donio znameniti trogirski
barokni povjesnic¢ar Pavao Andreis u svojoj
povijesti rodnoga grada: ,Kapela Sv. Grgura,
sazidana unutar jedne kuce, koja je bila mo-
naha benediktinaca Sv. Ivana Kirstitelja, bila
je ranije gradena na svod, ali je zbog starosti
nedavno razorena. Ovu su ranije monasi sazi-
dali za udobnost obavljanja sluzbe.“*® Detalji
Andreisova teksta upuéuju na znatnu starost
te kapele (gradena je na svod, zbog starosti je
razorena), pa je sigurno bila iz srednjeg vijeka,
a ako jo$ uzmemo u obzir i trajanje samosta-
na, tj. njegovo ekonomsko osipanje u kasnom
srednjem vijeku, ona je vjerojatno podignuta
u 13., najdalje 14. stolje¢u. Nazalost, Andre-
is nam nije zabiljezio precizniju topografsku
odrednicu te kapele, ali je iz konteksta jasno
da je bila u trogirskom Velom polju, danas-
njim Donjim Kastelima. Zbog toga i even-
tualne arheologke tragove toga objekta nije
mogude ubicirati.”” Unato¢ nedoreéenosti i
oskudnim pisanim podatcima iznio bih ov-

» V. OMASIC, 2001, 120-131, posebice str. 122124 za isko-
pavanja ,,Bihaca“ i rane interpretacije nalaza. Znakovita je
Omasiceva recenica na str. 124 kojom je oslikao metodo-
logiju iskopavanja pocetkom 20. st.: ,Danas razmisljamo o
tome kako su zbog zabluda arheologa i povjesnic¢ara koji su
na Mirima trazili “velicanstvene gradevine“unisteni tragovi
starohrvatske epohe na tom podrudju jer je s iskopina od-
vezen golem materijal kojim je nasuta obala u Novome.“
Njome bi se mogla opisati i ve¢ina tadasnjih iskopavanja,
gledajudi s aspekta danasnjih metodoloskih postavki u
arheologiji. Ni Babi¢ ne vidi na Mirima tragove sakralne
gradevine, nego samo profani kompleks, sto je i vidljivo
iz tlocrta koji je objavio: I. BABIC 1984/19912, 53, sl. 8. na
str. 51. Unato¢ tomu B. Migotti ostavlja otvorenom mo-
guénost postojanja starokr$¢anske crkve: B. MIGOTTI,
1990, 13. Pri tome se poziva na apsidu u sklopu kompleksa
na Mirima, premda nema nalaza starokr$¢anske skulpture
kao u Sv. Marti. Apsidalni oblici nisu specifi¢ni za crkvenu
arhitekturu, ve¢ njima obiluju i brojni objekti anticke pro-
fane arhitekture.

% P. ANDREIS, 1977, 352; T. BURIC, 2004, 162/bilj. 21.

¥ Detaljnije o tome u T. BURIC, 2020, 182-183.

large archaeological complex at Miri displays
different scheme of spatial articulation. These
excavations have shown presence of residential
and economic structures without a sacral build-
ing, but since they have never been published,
possible conclusions are limited. Karaman only
mentions the excavations of the Biha¢ Society in
Miri in passing, but with incorrect preconcep-
tion that the monastery of St Peter of Klobucac
was located there, though he described the site
correctly as villa rustica.* The question of loca-
tion of the mentioned monastery was definitely
solved by Omasi¢, determining that it was near
the sea, meaning roughy along the route of the
Roman road Salona—Tragurium, at the place of
present-day parish church of St Peter in Kas-
tel Novi. Local toponym Kulina was recorded
for the remains of the late antique walls, and he
also brings the medieval name Ad murum in ac-
cordance with notarial documents from Trogir.”

Absence of larger church building at the
site of Miri is suggested by another piece of
information mentioned by the well-known
Baroque historian from Trogir Pavao Andre-
is, in his history of his home town: “Chapel
of St George, built inside one house, that be-
longed to the Benedictine monks of St John

LIER, 2004; A. UGLESIC, 2012, 13-16; T. BURIC, 2012b,
23-28. For a different opinion about the sculptural phases
of. A. MILOSEVIC, 2004.

#  1j. KARAMAN, 1930, 153, 169, 175, 177.

% V. OMASIC, 2001, 120-131, in particular pp. 122-124
for the excavations of the Biha¢ Society and early inter-
pretations of finds. Omasi’s sentence on p. 124 in which
described the excavation methodology in the early 20th
century is very instructive: “At present we ponder how
traces of the early Christian period were destroyed due to
misconceptions of archaeologists and historians who loo-
ked for “magnificent buildings“ in Miri, as bulk of mate-
rial was taken from the site to fill the coast in Novi.“ The
same statement could be used for most excavations at the
time, perceived from the aspect of modern methodologi-
cal principles in archaeology. Babi¢ also does not see tra-
ces of sacral structure in Miri but only profane complex,
as evident from the ground plan he published: I. BABIC
1984/19917, 53, Fig. 8. p. 51. Despite that B. Migotti left the
possibility of presence of an early Christian church open:
B. MIGOTTI 1990, 13, referring to an apse in the complex
at Miri, though there are no finds of early Christian scul-
pture as in St Martha. Apsidal forms are not characteristic
only of church architecture, but are often found on profane
buildings dating to antiquity.
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dje pretpostavku da je spomenuta kuca bila
na polozaju Miri, gdje su u iskopavanjima
drustva ,,Biha¢“ otkriveni i pojedini elementi
srednjovjekovnih struktura. Dakle, priblizno
u okvirima sela Spiljana bilo je zemalja samo-
stana sv. Ivana, pa je onda mogucée da je i spo-
menuta kuca s kasnijom kapelom sv. Grgura
bila u tim granicama. To bi onda objasnjavalo
i izostanak crkvenog objekta na Mirima i u
srednjem vijeku i i$lo u prilog povezivanju cr-
kve na Stomoriji s arhitektonskim komplek-
som na Mirima. Pri razradi ove teze ¢ini se
vaznim uputiti i na ¢injenicu da trogirski be-
nediktinci nisu posjedovali cijelo selo Stomo-
riju, ve¢ samo pojedine zemlje u njemu pa je
i to bio dodatni argument da se ne upustaju
u izgradnju crkve na pojedina¢nim manjim
posjedima, a u selu je ve¢ postojala crkva na
polozaju Stomorija. Suprotan primjer imamo
u srednjovjekovnom selu Oriovici u danas-
njim Vinis¢ima zapadno od Trogira. To je
selo u cijelosti bilo feud samostana sv. Ivana
Krstitelja u Trogiru, $to je — uz nepostojanje
starokr$¢anske crkve u tom kraju — navelo be-
nediktince na izgradnju romanicke crkve sv.
Jurja, danas Gospe od Zdravlja.?®

Na kraju bi se jo$ moglo kazati nekoliko ri-
je¢i i o prostornom obuhvatu srednjovjekov-
nog sela Spiljana. Ako podemo od pretpo-
stavke da je na Mirima bio jedan od njegovih
zaselaka, a za Sv. Mariju od Spiljana (Stomo-
riju) ve¢ samo ime govori kojem je selu pri-
padala, otvara se prije svega pitanje isto¢nih
granica sela. Naime, i Miri i Stomorija na sa-
mom su rubu katastarske op¢ine Kastel Novi,
a to znadi da je teritorij Spiljana obuhvacao
na isto¢noj strani i dio prostora danasnjeg
Kastel Starog, gdje je grani¢io s Radunom.
To je dosta dobro ocrtao jos V. Omasi¢. On
je utvrdio da isto¢ni dio Spiljana pokriva to-
ponim Kolovrat, o¢uvan do danas, te dalje
na zapad Marceline i na jug Smokvinac, sve

3 7a Oriovicu vidi u: T. BURIC, 2004, 162, 164, sl. 5; T. BU-
RIC, 2020, 162-163.
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the Baptist, was built earlier with a vault, but
it was recently torn down as it was old. This
one was built earlier by the monks to enable
more comfortable performing of their ser-
vice.“?® Details of the Andreis text indicate
early date for the chapel (built with a vault,
torn down since it was old), meaning it defi-
nitely belonged to the Middle Ages, and if we
consider the heyday of the monastery and its
economic deterioration in the Late Middle
Ages, it was probably erected in the 13th or
14th century at the latest. Unfortunately An-
dreis did not record more precise topographic
determinant for the chapel, but it is clear from
the context that it was in Velo Polje in Trogir,
present-day Donja Kastela. Therefore possible
archaeological traces of this structure could
not be located.”” Despite vagueness and scarce
written information I would offer a thesis that
the mentioned house was in the position Miri
where certain elements of medieval structures
were found in the excavations of the Biha¢ So-
ciety. Lands of the monastery of St John were
located roughly within the boundaries of the
village of Spiljan so it is possible that the men-
tioned house with later chapel of St Gregory
was within these boundaries. This would ex-
plain lack of church structure in Miri in the
Middle Ages and would support associating
the church in Stomorija with the architectural
complex in Miri. In elaboration of this thesis
it seems important to emphasize the fact that
the Benedictines from Trogir did not own the
entire village of Stomorija, but only certain
land in it so it was an additional argument
not to engage in building churches in smaller
individual estates, as there had already been a
church in the village in the Stomorija position.
An opposite example is found in the medie-
val village of Oriovica in present-day Vinis¢a
west of Trogir. This entire village was a feud of
the monastery of St John the Baptist in Tro-
gir which made the Benedictines, alongside

% P ANDREIS, 1977, 352; T. BURIC, 2004, 162/note 21.
¥ More extensively in T. BURIC, 2020, 182-183.
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predjeli danas u granicama Kastel Starog.”
Iz navedenog primjera ocito je da se granice
srednjovjekovnih sela ne poklapaju s danas-
njim medama kastelanskih sela nasljednika
stednjovjekovnih. Cini se, prema navedenom
primjeru Miri — Stomorija, da su srednjovje-
kovna sela naslijedila teritorije kasnoanti¢kih
veleposjeda i njihove agrarne povrsine. Ra-
zlozi zbog kojih je doslo do prekrajanja tih
granica po uspostavi novih sela uz utvrdene
kastele na obali traze dodatna istrazivanja,
ponajviSe u arhivima, stoga ovdje nije mogu-
¢e ulaziti u tu problematiku koja jos nije ni
apostrofirana u nasoj historiografiji.

Ove retke posveéujem kolegici Sinevi Ku-
ko¢, koja je ostavila neizbrisivi trag u nasoj
arheologiji zakoracivsi hrabro, s puno entuzi-
jazma i znanja, u slozeni duhovni svijet Ilira.

» V. OMASIC, 1978, 138; V. OMASIC, 1986, 83; V. OMA-
SIC, 2001, 104.

the lack of early Christian church in this area,
to build a Romanesque church of St George,
presently Our Lady of Good Health.?®

Finally we could say a few words about the
spatial scope of the medieval village of Spiljan.
If we start from an assumption that one of its
hamlets was located in Miri, and the name of
St Mary of Spiljan (Stomorija) speaks for it-
self about the village attribution, the question
of eastern boundaries of the village is posed.
Namely, Miri and Stomorija are on the very
edge of the cadastral municipality Kastel Novi,
meaning that the territory of Spiljan encom-
passed a part of the Kastel Novi municipality
in the eastern part, bordering with Radun. V.
Omasi¢ outlined this situation quite well. He
determined that the eastern part of Spiljan is
covered by the toponym Kolovrat, preserved to
the present day, further westwards is Marceline
and southwards Smokvinac, all areas presently
within the boundaries of Kastel Stari.? The pre-
sented example shows that boundaries of medi-
eval villages do not correspond to present day
borders of the Kastela villages, that succeeded
their medieval predecessors. Judging from the
mentioned example Miri — Stomorija, it seems
that the medieval villages inherited territories of
the late antique large estates and their agrarian
areas. Reasons of reshaping these borders after
new villages were established next to the for-
tified castles on the coast demand additional
research, mostly in archives, which is why this
subject cannot be discussed as yet, since it has
not been addressed in our historiography.

I would like to dedicate these lines to col-
league Sineva Kuko¢, who left an indelible
trace in our archaeology, entering bravely, with
a lot of knowledge and enthusiasm, complex
spiritual world of the Illyrians.

Translation: Marija Kostié

% For Oriovica ¢f. T. BURIC, 2004, 162, 164, Fig. 5; T. BU-
RIC, 2020, 162-163.

» V. OMASIC, 1978, 138; V. OMASIC, 1986, 83; V. OMA-
SIC, 2001, 104.
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