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AW�¿UVW��WKH�LGHD�ZDV�WR�
LVVXH�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�SDSHU�
E\�0LND�9l\U\QHQ�LQ�WKLV�

\HDU¶V�³(FKR´�PDJD]LQH��+RZHYHU��
SURIHVVRU�9l\U\QHQ�GLG�QRW�KDYH�
D�UHFHQWO\�GDWHG�DUWLFOH�LQ�(QJOLVK�
DQG�,�VXSSRVH�WKDW�YHU\�IHZ�SHR-
SOH��LQFOXGLQJ�P\VHOI��ZRXOG�KDYH�
XQGHUVWRRG�DQ�DUWLFOH�LQ�)LQLVK��
7KXV��ZH�GHFLGHG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�EHVW�
WR�GR�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�LQVWHDG��7KH�
PDLQ�WRSLF�RI�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZHUH�
WHDFKLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�RU��DV�,�
UHDOLVHG�ODWHU��WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�
VWHQFLO�PHWKRG��3URIHVVRU�DOVR�
H[SODLQHG�WKDW�KLV�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�
&URDWLD�LV�D�ELW�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�WKLV�
LQWHUYLHZ��7KUHH�RI�KLV�H[�VWXGHQWV�
IURP�7KH�6LEHOLXV�$FDGHP\�KDYH�
UHWXUQHG�KRPH�DIWHU�JUDGXDWLQJ�
DQG�DUH�QRZ�ZRUNLQJ�DV�WHDFK-
HUV���1DPHO\���,YDQ�âYHUNR��0LD�
ûRMEDãLü�DQG�-RVLS�1HPHW��+H�
KDV�DOVR�UHFHQWHO\�DFFHSWHG�
DSSRLQWHPHQW�DV�9LVLWLQJ�3URIH�
VVRU�RI�$FFRUGLRQ�SOD\LQJ�DW�3XOD�
0XVLF�$FDGHP\��7KHUHIRUH��KH�ZLOO�
EH�VHHQ�LQ�&URDWLD�HYHU\�QRZ�DQG�
WKHQ�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��

&RQVLGHULQJ�PDQ\�\HDUV�<RX�
have spent successfully teach-
LQJ�DFFRUGLRQ��FDQ�<RX�VD\�
that there is a way or method 
of learning that is better then 
RWKHUV��LQ�VHQVH�WKDW�LW�PDNHV�D�
player achieve higher technical 
readiness and ability of bring-
ing music to the listeners in 
shorter period of time and in an 
easier and more fun way?

)LUVW�RI�DOO��ZRUG�³PHWKRG´�GRHV�
QRW�H[LVW�LQ�P\�YRFDEXODU\��,�¿QG�
PHWKRGV�OLPLWLQJ��RIWHQ�QDUURZ�
PLQGHG�DQG�ERULQJ��7KHUH�DUH�
VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�SULQFLSOHV��IRU�
H[DPSOH�LQ�WHFKQLFDO�WUDLQLQJ���EXW�
HYHU\WKLQJ�PXVW�EH�ÀH[LEOH�DQG�
DGMXVWHG�WR�HDFK�SHUVRQV�XQLTXH�
PHQWDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�VWUXFWXUH��
2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKHUH�DUH�QR�
VKRUWFXWV�LQ�PXVLF��,W�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�
WU\LQJ�WR�WHDFK�VRPHERG\�WR�EH�
DLUOLQH�SLORW�LQ�OHVV�KRXUV����+H�VKH�

ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�OHDUQ�WR�À\��EXW�
WKHUH�DUH�ULVNV��6DPH�ZLWK�SOD\LQJ�
DQG�OHDUQLQJ�PXVLF��HYHQ�PRVW�WD�
OHQWHG�RI�XV�PXVW�JR�WKURXJK�ORQJ�
ZD\��$IWHU�SOD\LQJ����\HDUV�SHUVRQ�
UHDFKHV�IRU�VXUH�VRPH�OHYHO��EXW�
LW�FDQ�QRW�EH�FRPSDUHG�WR�SUR-
IRXQGLW\�DQG�VNLOO�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�
KDYH�SOD\HG����RU����\HDUV��,W¶V�DOO�
DERXW�ORQJ�WHUP�ZRUNLQJ��OR�YLQJ�
PXVLF��DLPLQJ�IRU�D�EHWWHU�UHVXOW�
HYHU\�GD\�DQG�JLYLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�
WLPH��1RW�DERXW�³PHWKRGV´�
 
You are teaching at the Sibelius 
$FDGHP\��ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�IURP�
all over the world are studying. 
Did You notice that students 
coming from certain countries 
are better than the others? If 
VR��VWXGHQWV�IURP�ZKLFK�DUHDV�
stand out and how (technical 
UHDGLQHVV��PXVLFDOLW\��DGYDQFHG�
knowledge or comprehension 
LQ�FHUWDLQ�DUHDV�RI�PXVLF«�"�,V�
that connected to the culture 
from which the student comes 
from?

,�PXVW�SRLQW�RXW��WKDW�7KH�6LEHOLXV�
$FDGHP\�LV�QRW�MXVW�VRPH�OLWWOH�
FRQVHUYDWRU\�LQ�SURYLQFH��,W¶V�RQH�
RI�ZRUOGV�OHDGLQJ�PXVLFDO�LQVWLWX-
WLRQV�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�HDVLO\�FRP-
SDUHG�WR�-XLOODUG�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�RU�
0RVNRZ�&RQVHUYDWRU\��(QWUDQFH�
WHVWV�DUH�YHU\�GHPDQGLQJ�DQG�RQO\�
YHU\�ORZ�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�FDQGLGDWHV�
JHW�LQ�WR�WKH�$FDGHP\��*URXS�LV�
WKHUHIRUH�YHU\�VHOHFWHG�DQG�DOO�
VWXGHQWV�DUH�IRU�VXUH�YHU\�WDOHQWHG�
DQG�VNLOOHG�DOUHDG\�ZKHQ�HQWHULQJ�
WKH�$FDGHP\��

$V�WHDFKHU�DQG�PXVLFLDQ��,�GRQW�
NQRZ�ZRUGV�³EHVW´�RU�³EHWWHU´���
7KRVH�ZRUGV�VKRXOG�EH�GHOHWHG�
IURP�HYHU\�PXVLFDO�FRQVHUYD-
WRU\��7KDWV�QRW�ZKDW�PXVLF�LV�DOO�
DERXW��:RUN�RI�WHDFKHU�VKRXOG�EH�
GHVFULEHG�ZLWK�VHQWHQFH���³KHOS��
GR�QRW�GLVWXUE´��7R�PH�DOO�VWXGHQWV�
DUH�WKH�VDPH��:KHQ�WKH\�HQWHU�
WKH\�DOO�KDYH�WHFKQLFDO���PXVLFDO�
DVSHFWV�ZKLFK�DUH�ZHDNHU��0\�

ZRUN�LV�WR�KHOS�WKHP��7HFKQLFDOO\��
,�KDYH�QRW�VHHQ�DQ\RQH�³UHDG\´�
GXULQJ�WKHLU�¿UVW�FRXSOH�\HDUV�DW�
WKH�$FDGHP\��7HFKQLTXH�LV�DOVR�
YHU\�PXOWLGLPHQVLRQDO�WKLQJ��DQG�
PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�SXVKLQJ�EXWWRQV�
IDVW�DQG�SUHFLVH��7KDWV�MXVW�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�OHYHO�
�
'LIIHUHQFH�ZLWK�QDWLRQDOLWLHV�LV�RQO\�
WKDW�LQ�VRPH�FRXQWULHV�FHUWDLQ�NLQG�
RI�UHSHUWRLUH�LV�SOD\HG�SHUKDSV�
PRUH�WKDQ�VRPH�RWKHU�VW\OHV��
+HUH�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�JR�WKURXJK�
PDQ\�VW\OHV�DQG�SHULRGV�LQ�PXVLF�
KLVWRU\��)URP�%DURTXH�WR�5RPDQ�
WLF��IURP�DFFRUGLRQ�FODVVLFV�WR�
FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHSHUWRLUH��IURP�
FKDPEHU�PXVLF�WR�FRQFHUWRV��HYHQ�
WR�HOHFWUR�DFRXVWLF�PXVLF���LI�WKH\�
VR�ZLVK��6WXGLHV�PXVW�JLYH�ZLGH�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VNLOO�DERXW�PXVLF��
:H�GRQ¶W�WHDFK�IRU�H[DPV�RQO\��ZH�
WHDFK�IRU�OLIH�DQG�WR�ZKDW�FRPHV�LQ�
WKHLU�OLIHV�DIWHU�VWXGLHV�

What is the dynamic of rela-
tionship between students and 
teachers in Finland? Are they 
more close to each other and 
more friendly then in other 
countries and what do You 
think would be the best rela-
tionship between student and 
teacher? I presume that there 
is not a recipe and that every 
relationship is individual. Some 
students need “tough love” and 
SUHVVXUH��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�QHHG�
SUDLVLQJ�DQG�PRWLYDWLQJ��LV�WKDW�
correct?

$V�WHDFKHUV��ZH�KDYH�PDGH�VRPH�
NLQG�RI�³+LSSRFUDWLF�RDWK´��$JDLQ��,�
GRQ¶W�FRPSDUH�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWULHV�
DQG�PHQWDOLWLHV��HYHQ�,�KDG�WUDY-
HOOHG�D�ORW�DQG�EHHQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�
DQG�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�VR�PDQ\�FRXQ-
WULHV���&RPSDULQJ�GRHV�QRW�EHORQJ�
WR�PXVLF��$OVR��,�FDQ�QRW�JHQHUDO-
L]H�WKH�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�
WHDFKHUV�LQ�DOO�)LQODQG��,Q�JHQHUDO��
RXU�WHDFKHUV�DUH�FRUUHFW�DQG�QRW�
DJUHVVLYH��EXW�WKLQJV�GHSHQG�RQ�
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LQGLYLGXDOV��7KHUH�DUH�WHDFKHUV�
IURP�ZKRP�VWXGHQWV�DUH�DIUDLG��,�
DP�QRW�RQH�RI�WKHP���

2QH�SRLQW�IRU�PH�LV��WKDW�VWXGHQWV�
ZKR�FRPH�KHUH�DUH�DOUHDG\�������
\HDUV�ROG��7KH\�DUH�DGXOWV�DQG�
VKRXOG�EH�WUHDWHG�DV�DGXOWV��,W¶V�
QRW�P\�ZRUN�WR�³PRWLYDWH´�WKHP��
WKH\�PXVW�¿QG�WKHLU�RZQ�PRWLYD-
WLRQ��&KLOGUHQ�DQG�WHHQDJHUV�QHHG�
PRWLYDWLRQ��EXW�WR�DGXOWV����WKH\�
PXVW�¿QG�WKLQJV�WKHPVHOYHV���
6WXGLHV�DW�RXU�$FDGHP\�WDNH�����
�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�DOUHDG\�WHDFK-

HUV�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�IURP�&RQVHUYD-
WRU\��RU�����\HDUV��WR�WKRVH�ZKR�
FRPH�KHUH�ZLWKRXW�VXFK�GLSOR-
PDV���,Q�����\HDUV��ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�VDPH�VWXGHQW���WKHUH�DUH�
GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�SHULRGV�DQG�GD\V��
$V�LQ�OLIH�LWVHOI��

Who were Your mentors and 
what did You learn from each 
one? Do You apply their meth-
RGV�LQ�<RXU�WHDFKLQJ"�&RXOG�
You describe Your “method” of 
teaching?

,�WKLQN�,�DOUHDG\�DQVZHUHG�DERXW�

P\�³PHWKRG´�LQ�SUHYLRXV�DQVZHUV�
,�KDYH�KDG�WHDFKHUV��RI�FRXUVH��
%XW�DIWHU�P\�FKLOGKRRG��,�DP�SUHWW\�
³VHOI�PDGH´�PXVLFLDQ��7KUHH�RI�P\�
¿UVW�WHDFKHUV�ZHUH�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�
WR�PH��1DPHO\���7DSDQL�/XRMXV��
9HVD�9LHQROD�DQG�7LPR�.LQQXQHQ���
DOO�RI�WKHP�WKH��VW�JH�QHUDWLRQ�
DFDGHPLF�DFFRUGLRQLVWV�LQ�)LQODQG��
:KHQ�,�ZDV�����LQ�������,�ZDV�
³IRXQG´�DQG�VWDUWHG�DW�6LEHOLXV�
$FDGHP\�³'HSDUWHPHQW�IRU�VSH-
FLDOO\�JLIWHG�FKLOGUHQ´��QRZDGD\V�
FDOOHG�-XQLRU�$FDGHP\���7KHUH�P\�
WHDFKHU�ZDV�SURI��0DWWL�5DQWDQHQ��
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“The word 
“method” does not 

exist in my 
vocabulary. 

,�¿QG�PHWKRGV�
OLPLWLQJ��RIWHQ�

narrow minded and 
boring. 

It’s all about long 
WHUP�ZRUNLQJ��
ORYLQJ�PXVLF��

aiming for a better 
result every day and 
giving development 

time. Not about 
“methods”.”
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$IWHU�,�HQWHUHG�VROR�GHSDUWPHQW��
LQ�������DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����,�KDG�
OHVVRQV�HYHU\�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ�
ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�WHDFKHUV��EXW�QRWK-
LQJ�UHDOO\�ORQJ�ODVWLQJ��3URI��0D[�
%RQQD\�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�¿JXUH�WR�
PH�DQG�,�VWXGLHG�LQ�3DULV�IRU�RQH�
\HDU�LQ�KLV�FODVV�DIWHU�P\�PLOLWDU\�
VHUYLFH��%XW�DW�WKH�$FDGHP\��,�
KDG�PDQ\�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW�
DFFRU�GLRQLVWV��,�SOD\HG�RUJDQ�DV�
P\��QG�LQVWUXPHQW�IRU�VHYHUDO�
\HDUV�DQG�WKDW�ZDV�DOVR�D�YHU\�
SURGXFWLYH�SDUW�RI�P\�HGXFDWLRQ��
/LVWHQHG�PXVLF��UHDG�DERXW�PXVLF��
OLYHG�PXVLF�

,�KDYH�JRW�YHU\�KLJK�$FDGHPLF�
HGXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�LWVHOI�KDV�EHHQ�

SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WHDFK-
HU�WR�PH��0DVWHU�V�GHJUHH�LQ������
DQG�ODWHU�'RFWRUDO�GHJUHH�LQ�������
(VSHDFLDOO\�GXULQJ�P\�GRFWRUDO�
VWXGLHV�,�OHDUQHG�D�ORW�IURP�EHVW�
RI�WKH�EHVW�PXVLF�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�
SHUIRUPHUV�KHUH��

What do You notice as the big-
gest problem with students who 
come to Your class? 

,�FDQ¶W�QDPH�DQ\�NLQG�RI�ELJJHVW��
SUREOHP��(YHU\ERG\�KDV�VRPH�
SUREOHPV��EXW�UHDVRQV�YDU\��

What was Your proudest mo-
ment as a teacher?

,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�WKDW�ZD\��,�DP�KDSS\�

ZKHQ�SHRSOH�SOD\�ZHOO��OHDUQ���
VKRZ�LQWHUHVW�WR�PXVLF�DQG�SUR-
IRXQGLW\�WR�WKLV�ZRUN��,�GRQ¶W�
DGYHUWLVH�P\VHOI�ZLWK�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
VXFFHVV�RI�DQ\�RI�P\�VWXGHQWV��,�
DP�SURXG�RI�HYHU\ERG\�RI�WKHP���
SDVW��SUHVHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�VWXGHQWV��

What would You advice a stu-
dent that is having trouble deal-
ing with stage fright? Is there 
a certain method that they can 
apply and lose their fear and 
what would that be?

7KHUH�DUH�QR�VKRUWFXWV��3UDFWLVH�
DV�EHVW�DV�\RX�FDQ��EHFDXVH�PRUH�
VXUH�\RX�DUH�LQ�\RXU�SLHFHV���PRUH�
UHOD[HG�\RX�ZLOO�EH��%XW�QR�VKRUW-
FXWV��,�KDYH�SOD\HG�KXQGUHGV�RI�
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FRQFHUWV�LQ�P\�OLIH��EXW�LV�VWLOO�
KDYH�VWDJH�IULJKW��-XVW�OLYH�ZLWK�
LW��,W¶V�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKLV�ZRUN��

What would be Your advice for 
Young musicians who want to 
play and achieve the best they 
can be?

7LPH��:RUN��'LVFLSOLQH��
1R�VKRUWFXWV��
 


