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pol potom doÊi Êe do raspada Jugoslavenske monarhistiËke dræave, koja Êe
nestati u vihoru Drugoga svjetskog rata.

Stipica GrgiÊ
Socio-political Environment of the IvaniÊ Area
in the Interwar Period
The area of municipalities IvaniÊ-Grad, Kloπtar IvaniÊ and Kriæ in the times
of monarchist Yugoslavia (from 1918 to 1941), went through a period of
transformation. This territory had a fairly diverse social and economic
structure, in which there was industry, commerce and trade, along with
agriculture and livestock farming. The entire area had a centuries-long
tradition of education, for which there was relatively little illiterates.
Moreover, the idea of linking citizens to achieve common economic and
social interests was very strong among the population.

After 1918 all adult male citizens of Yugoslavia got universal suffrage.
Therefore the Croatian people hoped that their rights would expand even
further, while the new state government wanted to build a unitary and
centralized state. Citizens of IvaniÊ area started the struggle for the
preservation of their democratic and national rights. One of the biggest and
earliest armed resistances to the regime’s ideas, known as the Kriæ
Republic, proved in 1920 that people were not happy with the situation in
their environment.

Despite of proclamation of Yugoslav dictatorship, with time the
authorities would find that the thoughts and actions of citizens are very
difficult to control. The citizens themselves in almost absolute numbers
sided with the ideas of Croatian Peasant Party and the concept of political
struggle for democratic, social and economic rights of Croatian people in
the monarchist Yugoslavia. Therefore, the attacks against ideas and symbols
of the regime became an everyday reality. In the years following the
assassination of King Alexander there was a limited democratization of the
state. They were also marked by an increasing activity of the HSS. This all
led to the creation of the Banovina of Croatia in 1939. However, only a
year and a half later, Kingdom of Yugoslavia and Croatian Banovina will
disappear in a whirlwind of World War Two.
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