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INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NEW AND
REPRINTED PROVERB COLLECTIONS

For Georgi Kapchits

Another year has passed by quickly — “Tempus fugit” — and it
is once again a great pleasure to list the 74 collections that I have
been able to add to my International Proverb Archives during the-
se twelve months. As always, they register proverbial materials
from many languages and cultures, and they range from scholarly
compendia to illustrated collections for the popular market. There
are also several small African collections again presenting one
hundred proverbs each from endangered languages, and it is to be
hoped that dozens of these lists with invaluable explanatory notes
and English translations might someday all be available in a com-
prehensive volume. Of special note is definitely Giuseppe Di
Stefano’s magisterial Nouveau dictionnaire historique des locu-
tions. Ancien frangais, moyen frangais, renaissance, 2 Vvols.
(Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols Publishers, 2015), 1855 pp. It is of
major importance for the historical study of French proverbial ex-
pressions, listing thousands of texts with contexts and annotations.

It is with much joy that I dedicate this annual bibliography to
my friend Georgi Kapchits from Moscow. He has dedicated much
of his scholarly production to keeping the paremiological scholar-
ship of his friend Grigorii L’vovich Permiakov (1919-1983) alive,
and he is without doubt the world’s expert on Somali proverbs.
We have been in touch by mail for several decades, but it was only
at the beginning of November 2017 that we finally met in person
at the Eleventh Interdisciplinary Colloquium on Proverbs at Ta-
vira, Portugal. We instantly became the best of friends with
Georgi Kapchits presenting me with his new book 7o Know Some-
thing for Sure, One Would Even Part with a She-Camel. Somali
Proverbs: A Study in Popularity (Stockholm: Scansom Publishers,
2016), 255 pp. It has been my dream for many years to travel to
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St. Petersburg and Moscow to meet some of my Russian paremio-
logical friends, and as I write these comments, it looks as if I
might be able to travel there in the near future. What a special treat
this will be for me to visit Mikhail Bredis, Elena Carter, Dmitrij
Dobrovol’skij, Georgi Kapchits, Valerii Mokienko, and many oth-
ers from whom I have learned so much over the years. I shall, of
course, have to brush up the little Russian that I know and which I
have learned from my colleague and friend Kevin McKenna right
here at the University of Vermont. One of my most treasured ex-
periences is that he has long become a proverb scholar as well, to
wit his collected essays that I edited a few years ago: Russkie
Poslovitsy. Russian Proverbs in Literature, Politics, and Peda-
gogy. Festschrift for Kevin J. McKenna in Celebration of His Six-
ty-Fifth Birthday (New York: Peter Lang, 2013). In fact, if the trip
to Russia were to materialize in late May of 2018, Kevin McKen-
na and I would travel there together since he intends to complete
his research on his book on the proverbial language of Alexander
Solzhenitsyn at Moscow.
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