WOLFGANG MIEDER

INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NEW AND
REPRINTED PROVERB COLLECTIONS

For George Schumm

This past year yielded the relatively small number of 66 prov-
erb collections that I was able to add to my International Proverb
Archives at the University of Vermont in Burlington, Vermont
(USA). There can be no doubt that I missed some collections, and
I therefore plead once again with all paremiographers to inform
me of their new publications. It would be most kind of you to send
me a copy since it is at times extremely difficult to obtain the val-
uable collections from faraway places. I am more than happy to
pay you for the books and postage.

Let me refer to one collection in particular that I was able to
add this year: Hugo O. Bizzarri, Diccionario de paremias cervan-
tinas. Alcald de Henares: Universidad de Alcald, 2015. 621 pp. It
is a magisterial and voluminous as well as richly annotated collec-
tion of the proverbs and proverbial expressions found in Miguel de
Cervantes Saavedra’s (1547-1616) works. It appeared just in time
to remember the death of this famous author of world literature
four hundred years ago.

There is also a personal surprise that I would like to mention
in these short introductory remarks. When my dear wife Barbara
and I opened a Christmas package from my American brother
George Schumm, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Ohio State
University in Columbus, Ohio (USA), I found an incredible treas-
ure wrapped in beautiful paper in it: John Ray, A Compleat Col-
lection of English Proverbs; Also the most celebrated Proverbs of
the Scotch, Italian, French, Spanish, And other Languages. To
which is added, A Collection of English Words Not Generally
Used. Third Edition. London: H. Slater, 1742, 469 pp. Words can-
not express my surprise and delight to find this important proverb
collection in mint condition as if it had just come off the press. I
should also state how much it has meant to me to send George my
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newest proverb publications each Christmas and, even more sig-
nificantly, how much I have appreciated his wise and critical re-
sponses to them. In order to show my dear brother my sincere ap-
preciation and to indicate to him what he, our brother Thomas, and
our parents George and Catherine Schumm (my American par-
ents) have meant to me, I dedicate this little bibliography to
George Schumm.
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