
Are We on the Right Path?

Dear readers,

It has been three years since the magazine Cro-
atian Journal of Forest Engineering (the successor to
the journal which had been coming out under the ti-
tle Forest Mechanization for twenty-five years) was
published for the first time. We have great honor and
joy, but also a pleasant duty, to give you a good
news. The magazine Croatian Journal of Forest Engi-
neering (CROJFE) has, among other referent biblio-
graphic databases, been indexed in the Web of Sci-
ence database (whose constituent part is the Science
Citation Index Expanded – SCI database). Thus, one
of the primary goals of the Editorial Board has been
fulfilled. Both issues of CROJFE published in 2007
are indexed.

The Croatian Journal of Forest Engineering is
published twice a year. So far, it has been indexed in
the following bibliographic databases: CAB Abstracts,
Compendex, GeoBase, Global Health, Paperchem,
SCOPUS and VINITI.

It should also be pointed out that the Croatian
Journal of Forest Engineering is the only magazine
in Europe which specializes in the field of forest en-
gineering. Division 3 of Forest Operations Engi-
neering and Management of the International Union
of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) cite this
journal as one of the reference magazines in their
field of activity (http://www.iufro.org/science/
divisions/division-3/30000/publications/).

Articles published in the journal are available
free of charge at the journal’s internet site (http://
crojfe.sumfak.hr/). In addition to the journal website,
its international recognition is also enhanced by the
home portal »Hr~ak« (http://hrcak.srce.hr/) and
the international portal »Directory of Open Access
Journals« (http://www.doaj.org/).

A Glance Backwards

This is the moment to remind ourselves of the
year 2005, when the journal CROJFE was first laun-
ched by the newly-appointed Editorial Board. Tibor
Pentek was appointed Editor-in-Chief, @eljko Toma{i}
was at the position of Responsible Editor and Dub-
ravko Horvat was Technical Editor, while Tomislav
Por{insky, Marijan [u{njar and Igor Stanki} were
elected members of the Technical Board.

The first Editorial Board consisted mainly of ex-
perts working in the Department of Forest Tech-
niques and Technologies at the Faculty of Forestry of
Zagreb University. It should be emphasized, how-
ever, that the quality of the Editorial Board’s activi-
ties would be unthinkable without the responsible
editor @eljko Toma{i}, the then head of the Develop-
ment Service in the company »Hrvatske [ume« Ltd,
Zagreb. He successfully integrated the publishing
aspect of the science on the one hand and forestry
operative on the other by encouraging the latter to
recognize the value of the published results and ap-
ply them in practice.

Stanislav Sever, the Editorial Advisor, whose rec-
ommendations, suggestions and ideas have greatly
contributed to the final version of CROJFE, was an
indisputable authority in the field of publishing
magazines in the field of biotechnical sciences in the
Republic of Croatia.

In 2005 the financial situation was not promising.
The only guaranteed financial means were those
provided by the Commission of Scientific Research
Work of »Hrvatske [ume« Ltd, Zagreb. The Faculty
of Forestry of Zagreb University was unable to fi-
nancially support the publication of the journal
CROJFE. At the same time, the Croatian Ministry of
Science, Education and Sport ceased to subsidize the
journal »Mehanizacija {umarstva« due to its irregu-
lar publication.

Viewed from the present time, the circumstances
of that period were not conducive to the attainment
of the goals set by the Editorial Board; yet, these
goals were reached sooner than we had dared to
hope. As we all know, fortune favors the brave, the
hardworking and the persevering; this, combined
with the exceptionally dedicated work of all the
members of the Editorial Board, must have contrib-
uted to the achievement of our goals.

The six issues of the journal CROJFE published in
the past three years contain over 35 articles written
by eminent Croatian and foreign authors. All the ar-
ticles have been subjected to scrutinizing reviews by
leading experts from relevant fields, which addition-
ally strengthened the journal’s constant quality. The
review list is relatively broad and is daily expanded
with new reviewers.
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A Glance Forward

As seen in the journal’s impressum, the current
membership of the Editorial Board differs slightly
from that at the beginning of its publication.

As of July 2008, owing to the generous support by
the Ministry of Science, Education and Sport of the
Republic of Croatia, yet another step forward will be
made in the development of the journal by the ap-
pointment of a junior researcher to the post of editor.
The first and foremost duties and commitments of
the new editor will be to enhance the development
of CROJFE.

Our primary goal is to collect increasing numbers
of high quality papers by leading home and foreign
experts from European and oversees countries. We
hope that they will recognize our journal as one of
the key magazines in this segment of forestry within
Europe. Timely possibilities of selection from the
broad array of reviewed and accepted scientific pa-
pers will allow us to publish thematic issues and in-
crease the size of a particular issue from the current
6–8 papers to the future 9–12 papers.

We will make further attempts to improve the
quality of the English language in CROJFE and con-
tribute to its globalization. Our insistence on more
exhaustive Croatian abstracts at the end of the arti-
cles is aimed at promoting the journal in the Cro-
atian forestry practice and increasing the possibili-
ties of using the results of applied research.

We will try to modernize the journal’s web site by
conducting regular updates and complementing it
with the papers published in all the past issues of the
journal »Mehanizacija {umarstva«. This will be our
tribute to the 25-year-long history of the journal. By
doing so, we will ensure the continuity and integrity
of the journal’s electronic version. We are aware of
the complexity and duration of this work, and of the
fact that the project will collide with day-to-day
work involved in the publishing of current CROJFE
issues. However, we are even more aware of the
truth that a journal which does not have, or does not
appreciate its history, cannot have a bright future.

In addition, we plan to introduce an information
system serving a multiple purpose, including receiv-
ing papers from the authors, forwarding them for re-
views and communicating with the reviewers, keep-
ing the authors updated on the evaluation proce-
dure status, publishing the papers in the journal’s
digital form, etc.
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Jesmo li na pravom putu?

Po{tovane ~itateljice i ~itatelji!

Posebna nam je ~ast, zadovoljstvo i nadasve
ugodna obveza {to vas, nakon tri godine od izlaska
iz tiska prvoga broja ~asopisa Croatian Journal of For-
est Engineering (sljednika ~asopisa koji je punih dva-
deset i pet godina izlazio pod naslovom Mehanizacija
{umarstva), mo`emo razveseliti lijepom vije{}u. Nai-
me, Croatian Journal of Forest Engineering (CROJFE),
me|u ostalim referentnim bibliografskim bazama
podataka, indeksiran je u bazi Web of Science (~iji je
sastavni dio baza Science Citation Index Expanded –
SCI), {to je i bio jedan od po~etnih ciljeva uredni{tva.
Indeksirana su oba broja ~asopisa objavljena u 2007.
godini.

Croatian Journal of Forest Engineering izlazi dva
puta na godinu, a do sada je indeksiran u ovim
bibliografskim bazama podataka: CAB Abstracts,
Compendex, GeoBase, Global Health, Paperchem,
SCOPUS, VINITI.

Tako|er valja napomenuti da je Croatian Journal of
Forest Engineering jedini ~asopis u Europi koji je spe-
cijaliziran za {umarsko in`enjerstvo, a Razred 3 [u-
marsko in`enjerstvo i upravljanje {umskim radovima
Me|unarodne udruge {umarskih istra`iva~kih or-
ganizacija (IUFRO) navodi ga kao jedan od referent-
nih ~asopisa za svoje podru~je djelovanja (http://
www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-3/30000/
publications/).

Radovi objavljeni u ~asopisu, bez naknade, do-
stupni su na internetskoj stranici ~asopisa (http://
crojfe.sumfak.hr/). Osim mre`ne stranice ~asopisa
njegovu me|unarodnu vidljivost osiguravaju do-
ma}i portal »Hr~ak« (http://hrcak.srce.hr/) i me|u-
narodni portal »Directory of Open Access Journals«
(http://www.doaj.org/).

Pogled unatrag

U ovom se trenutku treba prisjetiti samih po~eta-
ka pokretanja na{ega ~asopisa. Godine 2005. imeno-
vano je uredni{tvo u kojem su ~lanovi bili glavni
urednik ~asopisa Tibor Pentek, odgovorni urednik
@eljko Toma{i}, tehni~ki urednik Dubravko Horvat,
a tehni~ko su uredni{tvo ~inili Tomislav Por{insky,
Marijan [u{njar i Igor Stanki}.

U`e uredni{tvo, u tom njegovu prvom sazivu,
~inili su ve}inom ~lanovi Zavoda za {umarske teh-

nike i tehnologije [umarskoga fakulteta Sveu~ili{ta
u Zagrebu. Me|utim, uspje{an rad u`ega uredni{tva
nezamisliv je bez odgovornoga urednika @eljka Toma-
{i}a, tada {efa Razvojne slu`be poduze}a »Hrvatske
{ume« d.o.o. Zagreb, koji je bio poveznica izme|u
izdava~ke sastavnice znanosti s jedne i {umarske op-
erative koja mora prepoznati rezultate objavljenih
radova s druge strane te u suglasju sa svojim mogu-
}nostima primijeniti ih u praksi.

Savjetnik je uredni{tva, koji svojim prijedlozima,
sugestijama i idejama uvelike pridonosi kona~noj
ina~ici CROJFE-a, od po~etka bio Stanislav Sever,
~ovjek koji je zasigurno veliki autoritet u izdavanju
~asopisa iz podru~ja biotehni~kih znanosti u Repu-
blici Hrvatskoj.

Financijska situacija te 2005. godine nije bila sjaj-
na. Jedino su financijska sredstva koje je osiguralo
Povjerenstvo za znanstvenoistra`iva~ki rad »Hrvat-
skih {uma« d.o.o. Zagreb bila zajam~ena. [umarski
fakultet Sveu~ili{ta u Zagrebu nije imao raspolo-
`ivih financijskih sredstava kojima bi potpomogao
izdavanje ~asopisa CROJFE, a dotada{nji je ~asopis
Mehanizacija {umarstva, zbog neredovitosti izla`enja,
ispao iz sustava potpore Ministarstva znanosti, obra-
zovanja i {porta Republike Hrvatske.

Unato~ okolnostima koje nam, daju}i realnu ocje-
nu s odre|enim vremenskim odmakom, nisu i{le na
ruku, postavljeni je cilj uredni{tva ~asopisa ostvaren
prije nego {to smo se i sami nadali. Tomu je, vje-
rojatno, osim iznimno predanoga rada svih ~lanova
u`ega uredni{tva pridonijela i mala doza sre}e, koja,
kao {to svi znamo, prati hrabre, odva`ne, vrijedne i
uporne.

U tri je godine, u {est brojeva CROJFE-a objav-
ljeno vi{e od 35 radova uglednih doma}ih i stranih
autora. Svi su radovi pro{li stroge me|unarodne
recenzije vode}ih stru~njaka iz podru~ja kojim se
sadr`ajno bave te su na taj na~in prili~no ujedna-
~ene, propisane vrsno}e. Recenzentski su popisi
ove}i i svakim se danom dopunjuju novim imenima
recenzenata.

Pogled unaprijed

Dana{nji je sastav u`ega uredni{tva ~asopisa po-
ne{to druga~iji nego na po~etku njegova izla`enja,
{to je i vidljivo iz impresuma ~asopisa.
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Od srpnja 2008. godine, a zahvaljuju}i potpori
Ministarstva znanosti, obrazovanja i {porta Repu-
blike Hrvatske, u ~asopisu }e po~eti raditi znan-
stveni novak – mladi urednik ~asopisa, ~iji }e teme-
ljni zadaci i obveze biti vezani uz CROJFE. To je jo{
jedan korak naprijed u razvoju ~asopisa.

@elja nam je osigurati {to ve}i broj {to boljih ra-
dova doma}ih i stranih, europskih i izvaneurop-
skih, vode}ih stru~njaka u podru~ju {umarskoga
in`enjerstva koji bi na{ ~asopis trebali prepoznati
kao jedan od vode}ih i klju~nih ~asopisa iz ovoga
segmenta {umarstva u Europi. Temeljem pravo-
dobne ve}e mogu}nosti izbora recenziranih i pri-
hva}enih znanstvenih radova bili bismo u mogu-
}nosti tiskati tematske brojeve ~asopisa, a obujam
pojedinoga broja ~asopisa sa sada{njih 6–8 radova
podi}i na 9–12 radova.

Nastojat }e se jo{ pobolj{ati engleski jezik u ~aso-
pisu i time pridonijeti globalizaciji CROJFE-a. Ustra-
jat }emo na {irim hrvatskim sa`ecima na kraju ra-
dova radi daljnjega njegovanja hrvatskoga nazivlja
te radi promid`be ~asopisa u hrvatskoj {umarskoj
praksi i pove}anja mogu}nosti primjene rezultata
ipak, u prvom redu, primijenjenih istra`ivanja.

Mre`nu }emo stranicu ~asopisa osuvremeniti,
nastojimo ju redovito a`urirati, a `elja nam je da ju
dopunimo ~lancima objavljenima u svim dosada-
{njim brojevima ~asopisa Mehanizacija {umarstva. Rije~
je o 25-godi{njoj povijesti ~asopisa. Na taj }e se na~in
osigurati kontinuitet i cjelovitost elektroni~ke verzije
~asopisa. Iako smo svjesni slo`enosti i dugotrajnosti
toga posla, a znamo kako }e ovaj predvi|eni projekt
kolidirati sa svakodnevnim aktivnostima poveza-
nima s aktualnim brojevima ~asopisa CROJFE, znana
nam je i ~injenica kako ~asopis koji nema ili ne cijeni
svoju pro{lost ne mo`e imati svjetlu budu}nost.

Planira se i uvo|enje informacijskoga sustava za
upravljanje radom ~asopisa, koji bi obavljao prihvat
radova od autora, upu}ivanje radova na recenzijski
postupak i komunikaciju s recenzentima, obavje-
{}ivanje autora o stanju evaluacijskoga postupka,
objavi radova u digitalnoj ina~ici ~asopisa itd.

Zahvala

Kao glavni urednici CROJFE-a, na dosada{njem
radu, trudu, vremenu i anga`manu zahvaljujemo
ponajprije svim ~lanovima u`ega uredni{tva ~aso-
pisa, ~lanovima uredni~koga vije}a i me|unarod-
noga uredni~koga vije}a. Hvala lektorici hrvatskoga
jezika Branki Tafri i lektorici engleskoga jezika Maji
Zaj{ek koje su uvijek prona{le dovoljno vremena da
postupak lektoriranja radova prihva}enih za objavu
obave brzo i uspje{no. Svim autorima i recenzentima
objavljenih radova i onih u postupku objave tako|er
velika hvala za prinos dostignutomu ostvaraju.

Suradnja sa suizdava~em ~asopisa, tvrtkom »Hr-
vatske {ume« d.o.o. Zagreb, bez kojega bi opstojnost
CROJFE-a bila nezamisliva, na zavidnoj je razini jer
uprava poduze}a ima sluha za na{e potrebe i pro-
bleme te nam u svakoj prilici, u skladu sa svojim
mogu}nostima, kratkoro~nom i dugoro~nom poslov-
nom politikom tvrtke izlazi ususret.

Velika hvala poslovodstvu [umarskoga fakulteta
na ~elu s dekanom Jozom Franji}em te svim ~la-
novima [umarskoga odsjeka [umarskoga fakulteta
Sveu~ili{ta u Zagrebu koji su imali razumijevanja za
na{e probleme te pravodobno znali procijeniti stra-
te{ki zna~aj izdava~ke djelatnosti u okviru sveuku-
pne aktivnosti [umarskoga odsjeka. Zna~ajna je fi-
nancijska pomo} ~asopisu tijekom 2007. i 2008. go-
dine stigla i iz na{e ku}e, ~emu se iskreno nadamo i
idu}ih godina.

Zahvaljujemo Ministarstvu znanosti, obrazova-
nja i {porta Republike Hrvatske koje je CROJFE uvr-
stilo u sustav potpore znanstveno-stru~nih ~asopisa
od 2006. godine. Nadamo se da }e ova nevelika, ali
svakako zna~ajna financijska podr{ka u budu}nosti
biti jo{ zna~ajnija jer daljnje pobolj{anje vrsno}e ~a-
sopisa nu`no tra`i i ve}a financijska ulaganja.

S po{tovanjem i uz srda~an pozdrav va{i glavni
urednici ~asopisa,

Tibor Pentek i Tomislav Por{insky
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