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INTERNATIONAL PROVERB 
SCHOLARSHIP: AN UPDATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

For Minas Al. Alexiadis and Aristeides N. Doulaveras

It appears that the pandemic has also reduced the number of new 
paremiological publications during the past year. But it gives me 
much pleasure to list 303 articles, books, and dissertations that 
have appeared throughout the world in numerous languages. It 
is no easy task to hunt down these diverse items, and I want to 
thank Pete Unseth and Brian Minier for their untiring help in 
making this bibliography as complete and perfect as possible. 
Let me also state once again that I only list those publications 
for which I have obtained hard copies in order to add them to my 
International Proverb Archive here at the University of Vermont. 
Purchasing monographs and essay volumes can be quite expen-
sive, but I continue to be committed to keeping the archive up-
to-date. Obviously, I appreciate it when colleagues and friends 
send me their most recent scholarly work as presents, but I am 
also very willing to pay for them and the postage. When attach-
ing articles to e-mail messages, please make sure that you in-
clude the complete bibliographical information.

The titles of the 303 publications listed below indicate the 
high intellectual level of international paremiology. I have so of-
ten stated that proverbs are truly everywhere, and so it should not 
be a surprise that they are studied by scholars and students from 
various disciplines. I might note in particular that there is now a 
broad interest in modern proverbs and the role that proverbs play 
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in all spheres of the present age. There are even studies listed 
dealing with the role of proverbs during the pandemic! In any 
case, proverbs are surely never out of season and deserve our 
scholarly attention in every walk of life.

As can be imagined, the International Proverb Archive con-
tains literally thousands of proverb collections and scholarly 
studies. Over the years, I have had visiting professors and grad-
uate students from numerous countries coming to Burlington in 
Vermont in order to make use of these rich materials. The best 
way to make such a research stay possible is to apply for a Ful-
bright scholarship. I am glad to support your applications and if 
successful will welcome you with open arms and assist you with 
your work as best as I can. The city of Burlington in our beautiful 
rural state of Vermont is an ideal place to spend several months 
working on paremiological and phraseological matters.

Finally, I would like to dedicate this year’s bibliography 
to my two Greek friends Prof. Minas Al. Alexiadis and Prof. 
Aristeides N. Doulaveras. I shall never forget the days that my 
wife Barbara and I spent at Athens in 2014 at the occasion of 
receiving an honorary doctorate from the prestigious University 
of Athens (see no. 179 below). I owe this great honor to my two 
friends who as paremiologists par excellence have enriched our 
knowledge of ancient as well as modern Greek proverbs. 
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