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INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF NEW AND REPRINTED PROVERB 
COLLECTIONS

For George Schumm

During this past pandemic year I have been able to add only 
twenty-six proverb collections to my International Proverb Ar-
chives at the University of Vermont. A few additional collections 
have come to my attention, but I have not been able to obtain 
them thus far. Please remember that I have always only listed 
those collections that I have in fact been able to purchase or that 
have been sent to me as presents. So let me repeat my annu-
al plea to send me new or reprinted proverb collections at my 
expense. I am also glad to pay for the expensive international 
postage as well.

I would like to draw special attention to Henry Rosen’s mas-
sive volume Vox Populi: Proverbs and Sayings. A Comparative 
Collection of English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, German, 
Italian, Romanian, Esperanto, Latin, Russian, Yiddish and He-
brew Proverbs (Columbus, Ohio: Gatekeeper Press, 2020). I 
shall never forget the day when H. Rosen contacted me from 
Israel, asking me to write a preface for this unique international 
proverb collection. It was a special and much-appreciated honor 
for me, and it is my sincere hope that the book will find its way 
into many libraries and homes throughout the world.

Permit me to dedicate this small bibliography to my Ameri-
can brother George Schumm, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy 
of The Ohio State University. As a bibliophile he has delight-
ed me with an annual Christmas gift of an old proverb collec-
tion. During the past years I have received the first (1670), third 
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(1742), and fourth (1768) edition of John Ray’s invaluable A Col-
lection of English Proverbs. And this year he presented me with 
the second (1678) edition, thus completing the entire set for me. 
What a paremiographical treasure, with hardly a day going past 
that I do not look at the four old volumes. They add a tremendous 
historical and pecuniary value to my over nine thousand volumes 
that are now housed in the Billings Library at the University of 
Vermont after I donated them to my beloved university. Let it 
be known that quite a few of the invaluable collections from old 
times found their way into this archive by way of the generosity 
of my brother George Schumm.
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