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PRICE IZ LAPIDARLJA: LEGIO Il FLAVIA
FELIX U DALMACUI

Autor raspravlja o ulomku monumentalne nadgrobne stele ne-
ras¢lanjenog trupa koja se ¢uva u lapidariju Arheoloskog muze-
ja Zadar. Stela se ne odlikuje nikakvim posebnostima, a cak joj
ni natpis nije potpuno ocuvan, no jedan detalj s natpisa otkriva
zanimljivu ¢injenicu koja stvara ¢vrste temelje za zakljucak da je
legio Illl Flavia Felix zapravo rekonstituirana legio Illl Macedonica,
koja nakon osnivanja zauzima ispraznjeni garnizon na rijeci Krki.
Nadalje se raspravlja o dosadasnjim spoznajama o osnutku legi-
je llll Flavia Felix te njezinu boravku u Dalmaciji, s pregledom do
sada poznatih natpisa njezinih pripadnika s dalmatinskog tla.

Kljucne rijeci: nadgrobna stela, natpis, legio llll Flavia Felix, legio
Illl Macedonica, Burnum

STORIES FROM THE LAPIDARIUM:
LEGIO Il FLAVIA FELIXIN DALMATIA

The author discusses the fragment of a single-section funerary
stele kept in the Lapidarium of the Archaeological Museum Za-
dar. Although it does not contain any special features - even its
inscription is not fully preserved - a detail of the inscription re-
veals an interesting fact that can be seen as solid evidence that le-
gio llll Flavia Felix was actually a reconstituted legio Illl Macedonica
that had occupied the vacated encampment on the River Krka.
The known facts about the founding of Il Flavia Felix Legion and
its deployment in Dalmatia are also discussed. An overview of the
inscriptions containing the legion’s members from Dalmatian soil
is also provided.

Key words: funerary stele, inscription, legio Illl Flavia Felix, legio
Illl Macedonica, Burnum
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UVOD (ILI SASVIM OBICAN ULOMAK)

Medu mnogobrojnim ostatcima rimske epigrafske basti-
ne smjestene unutar lapidarija Arheoloskog muzeja Zadar
nalazi se i donji dio jedne naizgled obi¢ne stele, koja ni-
¢im ne odaje nikakve tragove posebnosti (SI. 1)." Na njoj
nema tragova profilacija ili arhitektonskih elemenata, ili
pak figuralnih ili kakvih drugih reljefnih prikaza tipicnih
za monumentalne stele ranog principata. Cak joj ni natpis
nije potpuno ocuvan, no pomnijom analizom sacuvanih
sadrzajnih elemenata uvida se jedna neobi¢na sitnica. No
0 njoj nesto poslije.

Najprije valja rec¢i da je rije¢ o spomeniku za koji
nema nikakvih podataka o podrijetlu pronalaska, ali se
s pravom moze pretpostaviti da je rije¢ o nalazu s kraj-
njeg jugoistoka Liburnije, odnosno s relativno Sireg are-
ala legijskog logora u Burnumu.? Vise je razloga za takav
zakljuc¢ak. Naime, natpis je smjesten medu ostalim bur-
numskim stelama u lapidariju, a na njemu se, kako je to
vidljivo iz prvog o¢uvanog retka, spominje aktivni rimski

Karta 1. Garnizon na granici Liburnije
Map 1. Garrison at Liburnian frontier

1  Stela je zavedena pod inv. br. A22047.
2 O neobjavljenim rimskim natpisima s granice Liburnije, ukljucujuci i natpis o
kojem je rije¢ u ovom radu, vidi N. Cesarik 2022.

INTRODUCTION (OR MERELY THE FIRST SECTION)

The lower fragment of a seemingly ordinary stele that
boasts no special features (Fig. 1)' can be found among
the numerous remains of Roman epigraphic monu-
ments kept in the Lapidarium of the Archaeological
Museum Zadar. No traces of graphical ornaments, archi-
tectural elements or figural or any other reliefs typical
of the monumental stelae of the early Principate can
be seen on it. Not even its inscription is fully preserved.
Only a careful analysis reveals an unusual detail. But
we'll get back to it later.

First of all, we have no information where the monu-
ment was found but there are strong indications that it
came from the southeastern edge of Liburnia — in other
words, from the surroundings of the legionary fortress in
Burnum.? There are several arguments for such a conclu-
sion. The inscription is kept among other Burnum stelae in
the Museum'’s Lapidarium and its first preserved line men-
tions an active Roman legionary soldier (miles legionis). As

@ Legionary Inscription

O Legionary Fortress

®m  Auxiliary Fort

| = River Crossing
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850 m
1275 m

izradio / prepared by: L. Drahotusky-Bruketa
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The stele is inventoried under the inventory number A22047.
2 Forunpublished Roman inscriptions from the Liburnian frontier, including the
inscription discussed here, see N. Cesarik 2022.



legionar (miles legionis). S obzirom na to da je Burnum bio
jedini legijski logor podignut na podrucju Liburnije, lako
je pretpostaviti da je taj spomenik originalno bio podi-
gnut na njegovu Sirem podrucju (Karta 1), posebice jer se
na natpisu, kako ce se vidjeti poslije, spominje pripadnik
jedne od legija koja je boravila na granici Liburnije.

Medutim, postoji joS jedan argument za takav za-
kljucak. Taj spomenik pripada relativno manjoj skupini
natpisa rimskih vojnika koji su u Zadar dosli neposredno
nakon Drugog svjetskog rata, kada su iz Muzeja hrvat-
skih starina u Splitu u Arheoloski muzej Zadar bili ot-
premljeni svi rimski spomenici podrijetlom s podrucja
sjeverozapadno od rijeke Krke.? Dakle, rije¢ je o spome-
nicima koji su se prije Zadra i Splita nalazili u fundusu
Marunova Muzeja hrvatskih starina u Kninu.* Vrlo je vje-
rojatno da je upravo Marun i dopremio taj ulomak stele
u Muzej s obzirom na to da je Burnum bio njegov da-
leko najplodonosniji lokalitet glede nabave epigrafskih
spomenika od lokalnih stanovnika.® Prema tomu, vise je
razloga iz kojih se gotovo pa sigurno moze zakljuciti da
je ovdje rije¢ o burnumskoj steli.

No prije svega bitno je obaviti i osnovnu analizu spo-
menika. Kao $to je vec receno, rijec je o donjoj polovici nad-
grobne stele neras¢lanjenog trupa, kojoj se sa¢uvao i utor
za usadivanje.® Sac¢uvani tekst natpisa tece u tri retka (SI.
2).” Prvi je redak okrnjen u gornjem i desnom dijelu, tako
da su sva slova osim prvog sa¢uvana u svojoj donjoj polo-
vici, dok na desnom dijelu nedostaje nekoliko slova. No taj
je redak s poprilicnom sigurno$¢u moguce rekonstruirati u
cijelosti. Naime, prvih Sest slova je jasno: ona predstavljaju
uobicajene abrevijacije vojnog polozaja. Rijec je, dakako,
o legijskom vojniku — mil(es) leg(ionis). Ali koje legije? Na-
kon slova LEG vidi se trag triju vertikalnih crta te trag serifa
Cetvrte. Sve to upucuje na redni broj /I, tako da nije tesko
zakljuciti o kojoj je legiji rijec. Naravno, to je legio Il Flavia
Felix, postrojba koja u Burnumu zamjenjuje dugogodisnju
XI. legiju (legio XI Claudia Pia Fidelis).

lako Cinjenica da je legio Il Flavia Felix boravila u Bur-
numu logi¢ki namece zakljuc¢ak da se na tom natpisu spo-
minje ta legija, postojanje jo$ dviju legija s rednim brojem
Il (Macedonica i Scythica) ipak poziva na oprez. No jedan
tehnicki detalj s natpisa ucvrscuje zakljuc¢ak da je tu doi-
sta zabiljezena I/l Flavia Felix. Naime, nakon serifa cetvrtog

w

M. Sui¢ 1952, 233.

4 O okolnostima koje su pratile Muzej hrvatskih starina za vrijeme i nakon II.
svjetskog rata vidi S. Gunjaca 1949, 292-294; 1952, 221-223.

5 Burnum je najvise spominjano mjesto u Marunovim Starinarskim dnevnicima,
vidi kazalo zemljopisnih imena u L. Marun 1998, 298-308.

6  Dimenzije sacuvanog dijela spomenika iznose: visina 144, Sirina 59, debljina
17 cm. Koliko mi je poznato, do sada je na podrucju Burnuma zabiljezena
samo jedna stela neras¢lanjenog trupa, usp. D. Marsi¢ 2007, 205-206.
Mozemo pretpostaviti da je u gornjem dijelu stele iz lapidarija stajao
profilirani zabat te da je rijec o steli s neras¢lanjenim trupom i profiliranim
zabatom.

7  Visina slova varira izmedu 5,5i 6 cm.

Burnum was the only legionary fortress in Liburnia, it is
easily implied that the monument was originally erected in
its surroundings (Map 1), particularly because the inscrip-
tion (as we will see further in the text) mentions a member
of one of the legions deployed on Liburnia’s frontier.

But there is another argument for such a conclusion.
This monument belongs to the relatively small group of
inscriptions mentioning Roman troops that were brought
to the Museum immediately after World War II, when all
Roman monuments from the areas northwest of the Krka
were transferred from Museum of Croatian Antiquities in
Split to Archaeological Museum Zadar.? These, then, are
the monuments that were kept in Lujo Marun’s Museum of
Croatian Antiquities in Knin before moving to Split and Za-
dar? It is very likely that it was Marun himself who brought
the stele fragment to the Museum: Burnum was the place
where he had obtained by far the most of the epigraphic
monuments from the locals.® All this makes us almost posi-
tive that the stele discussed here was found in the Burnum
area.

But the priority here is to carry out a basic analysis of
the monument. As said earlier, the fragment in question is
the lower portion of a single-section funerary stele, with a
surviving fixing groove.® Three lines of the inscription have
been preserved (Fig. 2).” The upper and right parts of the
first line are chipped off; as a result, only the lower portion
of every letter except the first one survives and a few let-
ters are missing in the right portion. However, this line can
be reconstructed with a reasonable certainty. There is no
doubt about the line’s first six letters: they are the usual
abbreviations indicating a member of a legion — mil(es)
leg(ionis). But what legion? The LEG letters are followed by
traces of three vertical strokes and a trace of a serif of the
fourth one. All this indicates the ordinal number //ll, clearly
identifying the legion in question. Of course, it is the legio
Il Flavia Felix, a unit that replaced the Eleventh Legion (/e-
gio Xl Claudia Pia Fidelis) after the latter’s long-time deploy-
ment in Burnum.

Although the fact that legio llll Flavia Felix was sta-
tioned at Burnum leads to a logical conclusion that the
inscription mentions this particular legion, the fact that
there were two other legions with the ordinal number IllI
(Macedonica and Scythica) sounds a note of caution. Still, a

w

M. Sui¢ 1952, 233.

4 For the circumstances the Museum of Croatian Antiquities was in during and
after World War |1, see S. Gunjaca 1949, 292-294; 1952, 221-223.

5  Burnum is the most frequently mentioned place in Marun’s Antiquarian
Diaries, see the geographical names index in L. Marun 1998, 298-308.

6  The dimensions of the surviving fragment of the monument: height - 144 cm;
width - 59 cm; thickness - 17 cm. To my knowledge, only one single-section
stele has been found in the Burnum area so far, cf. D. Marsi¢ 2007, 205-206.
We can assume that the missing upper portion of the stele from the Museum
contained a molded gable and that the stele in question is of the single-
section type with a molded gable.

7  The heights of the letters range between 5.5 and 6 cm.
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Slika 1. Stela neras¢lanjenog trupa iz lapidarija, AMZd, inv. br.
A22047

Figure 1. Single-section stele from Lapidarium, AMZd, inv. no.
A22047

foto / photo: O. Harl

grafema / ima mjesta za maksimalno dva slova, a legija /Il
Flavia Felix na svim se do sada poznatim natpisima iz Dal-
macije iskljucivo navodila siglama FF. S druge strane, u slu-
Cajevima kada se imena legija /lll Macedonica i llll Sythica

technical detail of the inscription makes us conclude that
the legion mentioned in it is /lll Flavia Felix after all. After
the serif of the fourth grapheme (/) there is space for not
more than two letters, and on all inscriptions from Dalma-
tia legio llll Flavia Felix is designated only with the letters FF.
On the other hand, in cases when the names of /lll Mace-
donica and Illl Sythica are abbreviated, not less than three
letters are usually used.® Indeed, there should be no doubt
that the stele belonged to a soldier of legio llll Flavia Felix.
Despite certain damaged parts and some illogical epi-
graphic aspects, the following parts of the text are relative-
ly easy to reconstruct. Following the name of the legion,
the number of the annual payments received can be seen
in the second line - stip(endiorum) XXXI. It is followed by
three letters. The first two are H and F. The vertical stroke
after them could belong to either | or T. The line below
consists of a single letter, placed in its center. The width
of its upper part suggests that it could be a T. It is not a
classical stroke, but rather elongated serifs. Still, based on
comparison with the remaining upper parts of the letters /
and T in stip(endiorum), | believe the letter in question is T.
Consequently, this casts light on the identity of the letter at
the end of the second line - | believe it is a remnant of an /.
Although I have never seen such a succession of letters
anywhere else, it nevertheless suggests the following res-
titution: h(eres) f(ieri) i(ussit) / t(estamento). Still, as | am not
positive, | will leave the restitution of the two last letters
under a question mark. Thus, the inscription should read:
[---] / mil(es) leg(ionis) [l F(laviae) F(elicis)] /
stip(endiorum) XXXI h(eres) f(ieri) i(ussit?) / t(estamento?).
Although the soldiers of this legion - unlike the ones
of the Eleventh Legion - did not leave many inscriptions
behind,’ the small detail that was helpful in identifying the
legion’s ordinal number is not the most interesting feature
of the inscription. The true enigma lies in the length of ser-
vice of the anonymous soldier. Roman legionaries’inscrip-
tions specifying as many as 31 annual payments (stipen-
diorum XXXI) are rarely found. Even if he was a legionary
veteran, 31 years of service would still be a precedent, al-
though not in the Dalmatia of the 1t century AD.'° But the

8  Naturally, such claims should be substantiated with evidence. Quoting all the
inscriptions where these legions are mentioned would make no sense, but
accurate verification can easily be made if the EDCS Epigraphic Database is
consulted. For example, if the legions’names are typed into a search engine in
genitive (e.g. legionis Illl Macedonicae etc.), the grammar case most frequently
used for legions, interesting observations can be made. For legio /Il
Macedonica, an abbreviation consisting of the first three letters is used in 47
examples. An abbreviation with the first two letters is found only in several
stamps coming from the same site (Herrera de Pisuerga). For legio Illl Scythica,
there are 62 examples with four or more letters (25 of which include the
legion’s full name), 9 examples with the first three letters and only 4 examples
with the first two letters. On the other hand, legio Illl Flavia Felix is designated
with the siglum FFin as many as 51 inscriptions. Thus, because of the above
and knowing that only legio Illl Flavia Felix was stationed in Dalmatia, it is
logical to conclude that the inscription in Archaeological Museum Zadar
mentions this particular legion.

9  For the Eleventh Legion in Dalmatia, see N. Cesarik 2020, 162-170, 258-277.

10 Cf.N.Cesarik 2020, 221-226.



skracuju, ona su najcesce skracivana na najmanje tri slova.®?
Dakle, ne bi trebalo biti sumnje da je stela pripadala vojni-
ku legije il Flavia Felix.

Unato¢ odredenim ostecenjima i nekim epigrafskim
nelogi¢nostima, daljnji je tekst relativno lako rekonstru-
irati. Nakon imena legije, u drugom ocuvanom retku na-
veden je broj primljenih stipendija - stip(endiorum) XXXI
- nakon cega slijede tri slova. Prva dva su Hi F, a nakon
njih vidljiva je vertikalna crta koja moze pripadati ili slovu
lili slovu T. U retku ispod centrirano je samo jedno slovo,
za koje se po $irini gornjeg dijela ¢ini da je rije¢ o slovu T.
Naime, tu nije rije¢ o klasi¢noj crti, ve¢ o dosta izduzenim
serifima, ali u komparaciji s gornjim ostatcima slova /i T u
rijeci stip(endiorum), rekao bih da je ipak rije¢ o slovu T. Taj
nam detalj posljedi¢no rasvjetljava i dvojbeno slovo s kraja
drugog retka, za koje bih ipak rekao da predstavlja ostatak
slova /.

lako nigdje nisam naisao na takav slijed slova, sve me
to upucuje na restituciju h(eres) f(ieri) i(ussit) / t(estamento).
No, opreza radi, restituciju zadnjih dvaju slova ostavljam
pod upitnim znacima. Citanje natpisa glasi:

[---] / mil(es) leg(ionis) [l F(laviae) F(elicis)] /

stip(endiorum) XXXI h(eres) f(ieri) i(ussit?) / t(estamento?).
- nisu iza sebe ostavili previse natpisa,® ¢ak ni sitni de-
talj koji je omogucio restituciju rednog broja legije nije
sitnica koja je toliko zanimljiva na tom natpisu. Prava se
enigma nalazi u sadrzaju koji slijedi, a on se odnosi na
broj godina koje je taj anonimni vojnik proveo u vojsci.
Naime, stipendiorum XXXI nije brojka koja se ¢esto nalazi
na natpisima rimskih legionara. Cak i da je rije¢ o legij-
skom veteranu, brojka od 31 godine provedene u vojsci
predstavljala bi svojevrstan presedan, iako ne i u Dalma-
ciji tijekom 1. stoljec¢a.”® Medutim, ovdje je rije¢ o aktiv-
nom legionaru (miles legionis) koji je zadnjih jedanaest ili
barem 3est godina svoje sluzbe trebao provesti kao vete-
ran.”” Nema mnogo analogija tom natpisu. Dapace, nasao
sam samo Cetiri."

8  Naravno da ovakve izjave valja potkrijepiti i dokazima, ali bilo bi besmisleno
citirati sve natpise na kojima se javljaju navedene legije. Medutim, relativno
laka i precizna provjera moze se uciniti u epigrafskoj bazi podataka EDCS.
Primjerice, ako se imena tih legija u trazilici upisu u genitivu (npr. legionis Il
Macedonicae itd.), koji je svakako najces¢i padez kod navoda legija, uvidaju se
zanimljive opservacije. Tako se ime legije /lll Macedonica u 47 slucaja skracuje
na prva tri slova, dok se s prva dva navodi samo na nekoliko pecata koji svi
odreda potjecu s istog mjesta (Herrera de Pisuerga). Legija /Il Scythica u 62 se
primjera navodi s Cetiri ili viSe slova (od kojih se u 25 primjera javlja u punom
obliku), dok se s prva tri slova navodiu 9, a s prva dva tek u 4 slucaja. S druge
pak strane, ime legije /lll Flavia Felix na ¢ak 51 natpisu oznacava se siglama FF.
Dakle, zbog tih ¢injenica te posebno zbog toga sto je samo /Il Flavia Felix
boravila u Dalmaciji, logi¢no je zakljuciti da je na natpisu iz Arheoloskog
muzeja Zadar spomenuta upravo ta legija.

9 O XI.legiji u Dalmaciji vidi N. Cesarik 2020, 162-170, 258-277.

10 Usp. N. Cesarik 2020, 221-226.

11 Zarok sluzbe u legijama vidi J. C. Mann 2000.

12 CIL X1l 6984, 11851 (Mogontiacum); CIL XIIl 8082 (Bonna); EDCS-25600005
(Carnuntum). U tom bi smislu mogli spomenuti i natpis CIL VIl 156
(Viroconium), no tu nije rije¢ o obi¢nom vojniku (miles gregarius), ve¢ o
namjesnikovu beneficijariju (beneficiarius legati praetorii).

Slika 2. Stela neras¢lanjenog trupa iz lapidarija: detalj natpisa,
AMZd, inv. br. A22047
Figure 2. Single-section stele from Lapidarium: inscription, detail,
AMZd, inv. no. A22047

foto / photo: O. Harl

soldier in question was an active legionary (miles legionis)
who was supposed to spend his final eleven - or at least
six — years of service as a veteran." Not many analogies for
this inscription can be found. | found only four of them.?

But the inscription from the Lapidarium of Archaeo-
logical Museum Zadar contains another thing that makes
no sense. The soldier in question belonged to legio Il Fla-
via Felix — a unit that had existed merely sixteen years by
the time it left Dalmatia. If so, how could that soldier accu-
mulate as many as 31 years of service and die in Dalmatia
as an active soldier? In my opinion, the answer lies in the
old theory that the llll Flavia Felix was actually founded by
reorganizing legio Illl Macedonica. But before we continue,
we should reconsider what we know about the legio /Il Fla-
via Felix in Dalmatia and summarize the theories about its
founding and its departure from the province.

LEGIO Il FLAVIA FELIX IN DALMATIA:
EPIGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

In addition to the abovementioned inscription from Ar-
chaeological Museum Zadar, only seven other stone in-
scriptions confirm the deployment of legio llll Flavia Felix
in Dalmatia.” Most of them come from Burnum and they
all mention active soldiers (cat. no. 2-4). Two inscriptions
were found at Salona; one of them mentions an active
soldier (cat. no. 5) and the other a settled veteran (cat. no.
6). The remaining two inscriptions are found on boundary

11 For the length of service in legions, see J. C. Mann 2000.

12 CIL X1l 6984, 11851 (Mogontiacum); CIL XIIl 8082 (Bonna); EDCS-25600005
(Carnuntum). In this connection, we could also mention the inscription CIL VII
156 (Viroconium); however, it does not refer to a common soldier (miles
gregarius) but a beneficiarius legati praetorii.

13 Another inscription was believed to mention a soldier of the legio /Il Flavia
Felix (CIL 1l 15002, cf. J. C. Mann 2000, 160, n. 38; N. Cesarik 2016, 270, n. 20).
However, it turned out to be a soldier of the Eleventh Legion after all, see N.
Cesarik 2020, 276, cat. no. 186.
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No na natpisu iz lapidarija Arheoloskog muzeja Zadar
nalazi se jo$ jedna nelogi¢nost, jer rijec je o vojniku legije
Il Flavia Felix — postrojbe koja je postojala tek Sesnaestak
godina kada je napustila Dalmaciju. Kako je onda taj vojnik
mogao skupiti ¢ak 31 godinu staza te kao aktivan vojnik
preminuti na podrucju Dalmacije? Odgovor se po mom
misljenju krije u staroj teoriji da osnivanje legije /lll Flaviaa
Felicx zapravo predstavlja reorganizaciju stare legije /Il
Macedonica. No prije nastavka dobro bi bilo revidirati spo-
znaje o legiji Illl Flavia Felix u Dalmaciji te sumirati teorije o
njezinu osnutku i odlasku iz provincije.

LEGIO Il FLAVIA FELIX U DALMACLI:
EPIGRAFSKE SPOZNAJE

Uz spomenuti natpis iz Arheoloskog muzeja Zadar, bora-
vak legije llll Flavia Felix u Dalmaciji potvrden je na svega
sedam kamenih natpisa.’®* Najvise ih potjece iz Burnuma
gdje su odreda zabiljeZeni aktivni vojnici (kat. br. 2-4). Dva
su pronadena i u Saloni, gdje je na prvom natpisu zabi-
lijezen aktivni vojnik (kat. br. 5), a na drugom naseljeni ve-
teran (kat. br. 6), dok preostala dva spadaju u kategoriju
medasnih natpisa (kat. br. 7-8). U prvom je slucaju rije¢ o
natpisu s nepoznatog nalazista (kat. br. 7), ali se — bududi
da je svojevremeno bio pohranjen u Arheoloskom muzeju
Zadar - pretpostavlja da potjece s podrucja juzne Libur-
nije." Na njemu je zabiljezen C. Petilius Firmus, tribunus
militum legionis llll Flaviae Felicis, koji je uime Vespazijana
bio odreden sudcem u nekom grani¢nom sporu. Na kraju
natpisa spomenut je i [L.(?) Plojtius(?) Pegasus, namjesnik
provincije Dalmacije u vrijeme Vespazijanova principata.’”
Na drugom je medasu zabiljezeno da je provincijski na-
mjesnik L. Funisulanus Vettonianus naredio obnovu mosta
i medasa in fundo Vesio, i to posredstvom T. Kasija Fronto-
na - zamjenika centuriona legije /Il Flavia Felix (kat. br. 8).'¢
Ta su dva natpisa ujedno i precizirala period boravka llll.
legije u Dalmaciji jer je jasno da je ona sluzila u provinciji
tijekom vladavine careva iz flavijske dinastije."” O boravku
legije u Dalmaciji takoder svjedoce i brojne tegule s njezi-
nim pecatom, zabiljezene na viSe lokaliteta unutar same
provincije.®

13 Postoji jos jedan natpis za koji se mislilo da spominje vojnika legije /lll Flavia
Felix, CIL 11 15002, usp. J. C. Mann 2000, 160, bilj. 38; N. Cesarik 2016, 270, bilj.
20. Medutim, tu je ipak rije¢ o vojniku XI. Legije, vidi N. Cesarik 2020, 276, kat.
br. 186.

14 J.). Wilkes 1974, 268, br. 25, na osnovi smjestaja natpisa u Arheoloskom
muzeju Zadar pretpostavlja da potjece s podrucja Ravnih kotara, no takvo je
sto nedokazivo jer je natpis jednako mogao biti postavljen i na podrucju
Bukovice, pa caki Sire.

15 O njemu vidi E. Champlin 1978.

16 Usp. |. Bojanovski 1973, 178-181, br. 1, sl. 13; J. J. Wilkes 1974, 266-267, br. 21.

17 L. Funisulanus Vettonianus bio je namjesnik provincije Dalmacije tijekom
Domicijanova principata, vjerojatno u periodu 80. - 83. godine (A. Jagenteufel
1958, 31-32).

18 D.Toncini¢ 2009, 1452-1453; D. Toncini¢, A. Tabak, A. Librenjak 2011, 362; 1.
Juras, F. Jurkovic¢ Pesi¢ 2016, 59.

stones (cat. no. 7-8). The site where the first one was found
is not known (cat. no. 7), but — as it was once kept in Ar-
chaeological Museum Zadar - it is believed that it came
from southern Liburnia.”* It mentions C. Petilius Firmus,
tribunus militum legionis Illl Flaviae Felicis, who was autho-
rized by Vespasian as judge in a boundary dispute. At the
end of the inscription, another name is also mentioned:
[L.(?) Plo]jtius(?) Pegasus, governor of the province of Dal-
matia during Vespasian’s principate.” The second bound-
ary stone tells us that the provincial governor L. Funisula-
nus Vettonianus ordered the reconstruction of a bridge and
boundary stone in fundo Vesio through the mediation of T.
Cassius Fronto, optio legionis Illl Flaviae Felix (cat. no. 8).'°
These two inscriptions were also helpful for establishing
accurately the period of the Fourth Legion’s deployment
in Dalmatia, because it is clear that it was stationed there
during the reign of Flavian emperors.”” Numerous roof tiles
with the legion’s stamp, recorded at a number of sites in
Dalmatia, can be seen as additional evidence of the unit’s
deployment in the province.®

THE FOUNDING OF THE LEGION:
AN OVERVIEW OF THEORIES

There is ample literature on the founding of the legio
Illl Flavia Felix, but not in Croatian language. Its name
clearly tells us it was founded under the Flavians. Spe-
cifically - Vespasian, according to sources. Precious for
this insight is Cassius Dio, who states that Vespasian
founded three new legions (Il Adiutrix, llll Flavia and XVI
Flavia)."” Clearly it was part of his efforts to reorganize
the garrison of the Rhine (he disbanded | Germanica,
Illl Macedonica, XV Primigenia and Fourteenth Legion).
A lacuna in Tacitus' Histories prevents us from gaining
a deeper insight into the developments that followed
the Civilis’ Revolt, but it is obvious that the said legions
either lost their eagles or surrendered, which resulted in
their disbanding.”®

New legions were formed as early as in AD 70. There
is every indication that it was Julius Agricola who orga-
nized the recruitment.?’ Although it is not certain what
exactly happened, several explanations have been pro-
posed as to why the legions - named after the Emper-
or's gentilicium (Flavia) - were given the numbers Il and

14 Based on the fact that the inscription was kept in Archaeological Museum
Zadar, J. J. Wilkes 1974, 268, no. 25 assumes that it was found in Ravni kotari
(Dalmatian Hinterland). However, one cannot positively claim this because the
inscription could also have been erected in Bukovica and even beyond.

15 For him, see E. Champlin 1978.

16 Cf.1.Bojanovski 1973, 178-181, no. 1, fig. 13; J. J. Wilkes 1974, 266-267, no. 21.

17 L. Funisulanus Vettonianus was governor of the province of Dalmatia during
Domitian’s principate, probably from AD 80-83 (A. Jagenteufel 1958, 31-32).

18 D.Toncini¢ 2009, 1452-1453; D. Toncini¢, A. Tabak, A. Librenjak 2011, 362; I.
Juras, F. Jurkovi¢ Pesi¢ 2016, 59.

19 Cass. Dio 55.24.3.

20 H.M.D.Parker 1928, 107.

21 E.Ritterling 1924/25, 1540, based on Tac. Hist. 4.68; and Tac. Agr. 7.



OSNUTAK LEGIJE: PREGLED DOSADASNJIH TEORIJA

O osnutku legije Illl Flavia Felix bilo je dosta govora u lite-
raturi, no ne i u onoj pisanoj na hrvatskom jeziku. Njezino
ime jasno govori da je legija osnovana za vrijeme dinastije
Flavija, a zahvaljujudi izvorima zna se da ju je osnovao Ves-
pazijan. Naime, Kasije Dion donosi dragocjeni podatak da
je Vespazijan osnovao tri nove legije (Il Adiutrix, Illl Flavia te
XVI Flavia)," sto je bila ocita posljedica njegove reorgani-
zacije rajnskog garnizona s obzirom na to da su tada ras-
pustene | Germanica, llll Macedonica, XV Primigenia te XVI.
legija. Lakuna u Tacitovim Historijama onemogucuje sagle-
davanje to¢nog razvoja dogadaja nakon Civilova ustanka,
no ocito je da su navedene legije ili izgubile svoje orlove ili
su se predale, sto je uzrokovalo njihovo raspustanje.?°

Nove su legije podignute vec 70. godine, a za regruta-
ciju vojnika po svemu sudedi pobrinuo se Julije Agrikola.?'
lako nije sigurno sto se zapravo dogodilo, predloZzeno je
nekoliko opcija zasto su legije — nazvane po carevu genti-
liciju (Flavia) — dobile brojeve llll i XVI. Prvi prijedlog dao je
Ritterling koji je pomislio da je Vespazijan time odao pocast
svojim pobjedonosnim legijama, u prvom redu legiji /Il Galli-
ca koja je prva stala na njegovu stranu u ratu protiv Vitelija,?
ali i legiji XV Apollinaris koja se posebno istakla pod Titom
tijekom Prvog zidovskog ustanka,? tako da su redni broje-
vi novoosnovanih legija slijedili iza broja Il i XV.>* No koliko
god ta teorija bila interesantna, rije¢ je o nedokazivom do-
misljanju za koje ne postoje dokazane analogije.

Nesto jednostavniji, a time i vjerojatniji prijedlog iznio
je Parker, prema kojem su brojevi llll i XVI odabrani jer je
u tom trenutku postojala samo jedna legija s rednim bro-
jem Il (fegio Il Scythica), dok je broj XVI bio potpuno slo-
bodan. Budu¢i da su ve¢ postojale dvije legije s rednim
brojem | (Augusta i Adiutrix) te rednim brojem Il (Augusta
i Cyrenaica), a car je ve¢ osnovao legiju s rednim brojem Il
(legio Il Adiutrix), bilo je logi¢no popuniti sljedovanje red-
nim brojem 1V, koji je nakon raspustanja legije /lll Macedo-
nica zauzimala samo jedna legija (/V Scythica), kao i brojem
XVI koji je nakon raspustanja XVI. legije ostao potpuno
upraznjen.?

Trecu, i po mom misljenju najsmisleniju, teoriju iznio je E.
Birley, koji je u osnivanju legija IV i XVI Flavia vidio Vespazija-
novu reorganizaciju legije llll Macedonica i XVI. legije.?® Birley
je zapravo krenuo od ¢injenice da legio VIl Galbiana za Vespa-
zijana dobiva novo ime - legio VIl Gemina - 3to je, Cini se, bila

19 Cass. Dio 55.24.3.

20 H.M.D.Parker 1928, 107.

21 E.Ritterling 1924/25, 1540, bazirano na Tac. Hist. 4.68; te Tac. Agr. 7.

22 Legio lll Gallica bila je prva legija koja je podrzala Vespazijana (Suet. Vesp. 6.3)
te je na njegovu stranu pridobila i legije VIl Augusta te VIl Claudia (Tac. Hist.
2.85), nakon cega se i iskazala u borbi protiv vitelijevaca (Tac. Hist. 3.29).

23 Usp. E. Ritterling 1924/25,1751-1752.

24 E.Ritterling 1924/25, 1268.

25 H.M.D.Parker 1928, 107-108.

26 E.Birley 1988,311-315.

XVI. The first explanation was proposed by Ritterling,
who believed that Vespasian had done that in order to
honor his victorious legions — primarily /ll Gallica which
first sided with him in the war against Vitelians,? but
also the XV Apollinaris which distinguished itself under
the command of Titus during the First Jewish Revolt®
- so that the ordinal numbers of the newly-established
legions followed the numbers lll and XV.?* This theory
may sound interesting, but it is merely a speculation
because there are no proven analogies that would sub-
stantiate it.

A somewhat simpler - and thus more plausible -
proposition was made by Parker. He believes that num-
bers Illl and XVI were selected because, at that time,
there was only one legion with ordinal number lllI (legio
Il Scythica) and number XVI was fully available. As there
were two legions with ordinal numbers | (Augusta and
Adiutrix) and lll (Augusta and Cyrenaica) and the Emper-
or had already founded a legion with ordinal number
Il (legio Il Adiutrix), it was only logical to complete the
succession with number IV (which, after the disband-
ing of Illl Macedonica, was used only by IV Scythica) and
number XVI (which remained fully available after the
disbanding of the Sixteenth Legion).”

The third theory - and the most logical one, in my
opinion — was proposed by E. Birley, who believes that
the founding of legiones IV and XVI Flavia was a conse-
quence of Vespasian’'s reorganization of /lll Macedonica
and Sixteenth Legion.?® Birley drew upon the fact that,
during Vespasian'’s reign, legio VIl Galbiana was renamed
legio VIl Gemina which, it seems, was a result of the merg-
ing of two older legions (in this case, VIl Galbiana and,
probably, | Germanica).” Also, as Vespasian disbanded as
many as four legions, it would be logical to assume that
the new emperor founded and/or reorganized an equiva-
lent number of legions at the same time. If the remnants
of legio | Germanica were attached to VIl Galbiana (thus
forming VIl Gemina) and if we attach to it the three legions
mentioned by Cassius Dio (Il Adiutrix, Illl Flavia, XVI Flavia),
we have four newly-founded (reorganized) legions. Con-
sequently, the newly-founded legio Il Adiutrix*® was given
the number earlier designating an older legion with the
same adjective (legio I Adiutrix). As for Illl Macedonica and
Sixteenth Legion, they were reorganized and new legions

22 Legio lll Gallica was the first legion to support Vespasian (Suet. Vesp. 6.3), also
winning to his side the legio VIl Augusta and legio VIl Claudia (Tac. Hist. 2.85).
Later, the legion distinguished itself against the Vitelians (Tac. Hist. 3.29).

23 Cf.E.Ritterling 1924/25,1751-1752.

24 E.Ritterling 1924/25, 1268.

25 H.M.D.Parker 1928, 107-108.

26 E.Birley 1988,311-315.

27 Based on Caesar’s statement that Gemella title stood for a legion formed by
merging of two older units (Caes. BCiv. 3.4.1). The Gemina title probably meant
the same, see E. Birley 1988, 57.

28 (f.Tac. Hist. 4.68.
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posljedica spajanja dviju starijih legija (u ovom slucaju legije
VIl Galbiana i vjerojatno legije | Germanica).?” Nadalje, bududi
da je Vespazijan raspustio cak Cetiri legije, bilo bi logi¢no po-
misliti da je novopeceni car u isto vrijeme osnovao i/ili reor-
ganizirao ekvivalentan broj novih legija. Ako su ostatci legije /
Germanica bili pridodani legiji VIl Galbiana, Cime se stvorila Vil
Gemina, te ako njoj pridodamo tri Dionove legije (Il Adiutrix,
Il Flavia, XVI Flavia), dobivamo sveukupno brojku od cetiri
novoosnovane, odnosno reorganizirane legije. Prema tomu,
novoosnovana legija Il Adiutrix® dobila je broj koji je slijedio
ranije osnovanu legiju istog pridjeva (legio I Adiutrix), dok su
Illl Macedonica i XVI. legija bile reorganizirane, ¢ime su nastale
novopecene legije s carskim epitetom u svojim imenima - /il
Flavia Felix te XVI Flavia Firma.*®

Osobno mi se teorija E. Birleya Cini najuvjerljivijom, a kao
dodatni potporanj moze joj se pridodati i natpis s Roskog sla-
pa gdje je zabiljezen Appinius Quadratus, centurio veterano-
rum legionis llll Macedonicae (kat. br. 1).3° Buduci da je legio Il
Flavia Felix nakon svog osnivanja upravo zauzela upraznjeni
logor na rijeci Krki, mislim da je logi¢no predloziti da su prezi-
vjeli pripadnici legije llll Macedonica - koji su ispunili zadane
prohtjeve legionarskog staza te time stekli veteranski status
- bili naseljeni na podrucju Roskog slapa gdje se nalazio glav-
ni prijelaz preko srednjeg toka rijeke Krke te gdje su i ranije
bili smjestani veterani XI. legije.’' To bi ¢ak moglo znaciti i da
je legio Illl Flavia Felix bila osnovana upravo na dalmatinskom
tlu te da su uz nove regrute njezinu kraljeznicu cinili preZivjeli
vojnici legije llll Macedonica. Prije osnivanja same legije, pri-
padnici legije /lll Macedonica koji su zadovoljili uvjete veteran-
skog statusa naseljeni su na podrucju Roskog slapa gdje su
ocito dobili svoja zemljista, ali i novu ulogu u kontroli vitalnog
kolnog prijelaza preko srednjeg toka rijeke Krke.>

ODLAZAKIZ DALMACLE

Odlazak legije llll Flavia Felix iz Dalmacije nije popracen ni-
kakvim precizno datiranim vrelom, no s obzirom na to da
je u provinciji zabiljezen relativno skroman korpus natpisa

27 Bazirano na Cezarovu navodu da je naslov Gemella oznacavao legiju koja je
oformljena spajanjem dviju starijih postrojbi (Caes. BCiv. 3.4.1). Vjerojatno je
isto oznacavao i naziv Gemina, vidi E. Birley 1988, 57.

28 Usp.Tac. Hist. 4.68.

29 E.Birley 1988, 314. Za legiju XVI Flavia vidi E. Dabrowa 1982.

30 O pojmu centurio veteranorum vidi O. Richier 2002; za legiju /lll Macedonica
vidi J. Gdmez-Pantoja 2000.

31 CIL 112818 (= p. 1626), 9885. O strategiji naseljavanja legijskih veterana u

32 Rekao bih da je sasvim izvjesno da je Appinius Quadratus (kat. br. 1) bio
otpusten prije nego $to je osnovana legija llll Flavia Felix; stoga je na svom
natpisu zadrzao identitet svoje stare legije (/lll Macedonica). Ranije su bili
predlozeni i drugi datumi dedukcije veterana legije /lll Macedonica na
podrugju Roskog slapa, npr. E. Ritterling 1924/25, 1553, koji predlaze vrijeme
tijekom Velikog rata u lliriku 6. - 9., ali ne vidim razloga za takvo sto jer /Il
Macedonica, koliko je poznato, nije boravila u lliriku tijekom svoje povijesti.
Vjerojatnijim mi se stoga ¢ini misljenje da je do dedukcije veterana legije /Il
Macedonica doslo netom prije njezina kona¢nog raspustanja te osnivanja
legije llll Flavia Felix. To mozda potvrduje i natpis AE 1985, 473 na kojem je po
svemu sudeci komemoriran centurio leg(ionis) Illl Fla(viae) Macedon(icae?), usp.
J. Gdbmez-Pantoja 2000, 115.

with the imperial epithet in their names were created - I/l
Flavia Felix and XVI Flavia Firma.?®

| find E. Birley’s theory more convincing than the other
ones. Additional support for it can be found in an inscrip-
tion from Roski slap, mentioning Appinius Quadratus, cen-
turio veteranorum legionis Illl Macedonicae (cat. no. 1).3°
Since legio llll Flavia Felix occupied the vacated encamp-
ment on the banks of the Krka immediately after its found-
ing, | find it logical to propose that the surviving mem-
bers of llll Macedonica — who had met the legion service
requirements and obtained the veteran status - settled
in Roski slap area where the main crossing on the Krka’s
middle course was located and where the veterans of the
Eleventh Legion had been settling earlier.?' This could even
mean that legio Illl Flavia Felix was founded on Dalmatian
soil and that, in addition to the new recruits, its backbone
were the surviving soldiers of llll Macedonica. Before the le-
gion was founded, those members of /lll Macedonica who
met the veteran status criteria had been settled at Roski
slap, where they were obviously awarded land plots and a
new duty of guarding the ford suitable for wagon crossing
on the river’s middle course.??

LEAVING DALMATIA

There is no source that could provide accurate dating of
the departure of legio llll Flavia Felix from Dalmatia but,
given the relatively modest number of inscriptions of its
members in the province, it is clear that the legion did not
stay long in these parts. Consequently, Ritterling’s propos-
al that the legion left the province not later than in AD 86,
when Domitian launched his Dacian campaign, seems
quite realistic. After the war, the legion was attached to
the Pannonian garrison for a while, only to be sent to Up-
per Moesia soon afterwards. There it stationed at Singidu-
num.3*

29 E.Birley 1988, 314. For legio XVI Flavia, see E. Dabrowa 1982.

30 For the term centurio veteranorum, see O. Richier 2002; for legio Illl Macedonica,
see J. Gdbmez-Pantoja 2000.

31 CIL1I12818 (= p. 1626), 9885. For the strategy of settling the legionary veterans
in Dalmatia during the 1st century AD, see N. Cesarik 2020, 221-231.

32 Inmy opinion, it is quite certain that Appinius Quadratus (cat. no. 1) was
dismissed prior to the founding of legio llll Flavia Felix; this is why he retained
the identity of his old legion (/lll Macedonica) in his inscription. Other datings
of the deduction of the veterans of /lll Macedonica in Roski slap area were
proposed earlier, e. g. E. Ritterling 1924/25, 1553, who proposes the period of
the Great War in Illlyricum, AD 6-9), but | see no reason for it because, to our
best knowledge, /lll Macedonica had never been stationed in Illlyricum in its
history. This is why | find more plausible the opinion that the veterans of /ll/
Macedonica had been deducted immediately before the unit’s final
disbanding and the founding of /lll Flavia Felix. There is a possibility that this is
corroborated by the inscription AE 1985, 473 which, to all appearances,
commemorates centurio leg(ionis) llll Fla(viae) Macedon(icae?), cf. J.
Goémez-Pantoja 2000, 115.

33 E.Ritterling 1924/25, 1542. Cf. also R. Syme 1928, 46; A. Mdcsy 1974, 82.On
the other hand, B.W. Jones 1974, 49, argues that the legion could have left
Dalmatia even a few years earlier - perhaps at the very beginning of
Domitian’s principate, when the new emperor started paying attention to the
strengthening of the Moesia garrison.

34 A.Mobcsy 1974, 86, 91.



njezinih pripadnika, ocito je da se nije dugo zadrzala na
ovim prostorima. Stoga se sasvim realnim cini Ritterlingov
prijedlog da je legija napustila provinciju najkasnije 86.
godine,® kada je Domicijan krenuo u svoju dacku kam-
panju. Nakon rata, legija je kratko bila dijelom panonskog
garnizona, da bi ubrzo otisla u Gornju Meziju, gdje se smje-
stila u Singidunum

Osoba koja ju je povela sa sobom u dacku kampanju,
mogao je biti L. Funisulanus Vettonianus® koji je sluzio kao
namjesnik Dalmacije, Panonije, a zatim i Gornje Mezije, na
osnovi ¢ega ga je Domicijan odlikovao za zasluge u Da¢kom
ratu.*® Budud¢i da u liku L. Funisulana imamo direktnu vezu
izmedu Dalmacije, Panonije i Gornje Mezije - koji je i sudje-
lovao u Domicijanovu Dac¢kom ratu — ¢ini se sasvim izgled-
nim predloZiti da ju je upravo on povukao iz Dalmacije te na
carevu zapovijed prebacio na dunavsku frontu.*”

ZAKLJUCAK (ILI OD OBICNOG DO BITNOG)

U Citavoj prici o osnutku legije /Il Flavia Felix i njezinu borav-
ku u Dalmaciji klju¢nim mi se ¢inio natpis s Roskog slapa,
gdje je zabiljezen centurio veteranorum legionis Illl Macedo-
nicae. Koliko mi je poznato, o njemu nije bilo rijeci u radovi-
ma ostalih istraZivaca koji su raspravljali o osnutku legije /I
Flavia Felix, pa ¢ak ni u radu Erica Birleya koji je prvi iznio pri-
jedlog da je llll Flavia Felix zapravo rekonstitucija starije legije
Il Macedonica. A upravo nam je natpis s Roskog slapa do
sada jedini izravno povezivao te dvije legije. Posebice jer se
na njemu spominje centurio veteranorum $to ukazuje na to
da je pocetkom Vespazijanova principata doslo do umirov-
lienja isluzenih vojnika koji nisu pristupili novoosnovanoj
legiji. No buduci da su naseljeni na mjestu vaznog prijelaza
preko rijeke Krke, ti su veterani i dalje bili od znacajne koristi
za drzavu te su zadrZani sub vexillo.?®

Medutim, u natpisu iz lapidarija Arheoloskog muzeja
Zadar sada imamo i drugu poveznicu. Rije¢ je o vojniku koji
je u trenutku Vespazijanova dolaska na vlast jos uvijek bio u
naponu snage, s nedovoljnim brojem godina sluzbe koje bi
mu osigurale mirovinu kao veteranu legije /lll Macedonica. Te
su ga okolnosti dovele do pristupanja novoosnovanoj legiji /il

33 E.Ritterling 1924/25, 1542. Usp. i R. Syme 1928, 46; A. Mécsy 1974, 82. S druge
strane, B. W. Jones 1974, 49, naglasava mogucnost da je legija napustila
Dalmaciju ¢ak i koju godinu ranije - mozda ve¢ na samom pocetku
Domicijanova principata, kada novopeceni car pocinje obracati sve vecu
paznju na ojacavanje mezijskog garnizona.

34  A.Mobcsy 1974, 86, 91.

35 Osim terminacijskog natpisa iz Kosijereva (kat. br. 8), L. Funisulanus Vettonianus
zabiljezen je i na nedavno otkrivenom pocasnom natpisu iz Zadra (K. A.
Giunio, N. Cesarik, D. Strmelj 2018, 206-208, br. 3), na kojem je donesena cijela
njegova karijera, poznata otprije i s natpisa iz grada Forum Popilii (CIL XI 571 =
AE 1992, 602) te Andautonije (CIL 1l 4013). Vise o njemu vidi C. Bruun 2015,
211-214.

36 CILII4013.

37 Vrijeme Funisulanova namjesnistva u Panoniji datirano je vojnim diplomama
u 84. (CIL XVI 30) i 85. godinu (CIL XVI 31), usp. A. Jagenteufel 1958, 31-32. Na
osnovi tih podataka, sasvim je moguce da je legio llll Flavia Felix napustila
Dalmaciju krajem 83. ili poc¢etkom 84. godine.

38 Usp. L. Keppie 1973.

The person who led the legion to the Dacian cam-
paign could have been L. Funisulanus Vettonianus* who
had served as governor of Dalmatia, Pannonia and Upper
Moesia, respectively, which was why Domitian decorated
him in the Dacian War.*® Since L. Funisulanus can be seen
as a direct link between Dalmatia, Pannonia and Upper
Moesia and since he also took part in Domitian’s Dacian
War - it seems fairly logical to propose that it was him who
had pulled the legion from Dalmatia and - at the Emper-
or's command - redeployed it at the Danube Front.*

CONCLUSION (OR FROM COMMON TO RELEVANT)

What seemed crucial to me in the story about the found-
ing of legio Illl Flavia Felix and its deployment in Dalmatia
was the Roski slap inscription mentioning the centurio vet-
eranorum legionis Illl Macedonicae. To my best knowledge,
none of the other researchers discussing the founding of
legio Illl Flavia Felix, not even Eric Birley who was the first
one to propose that /lll Flavia Felix was actually reconstitut-
ed old legio Illl Macedonica, actually addressed this inscrip-
tion. And the Roski slap inscription is the single direct con-
nection between these two legions. Particularly because it
mentions a centurio veteranorum, indicating that the vet-
eran soldiers who had not joined the newly established le-
gion were retired early in Vespasian’s principate. However,
as they were settled at an important river crossing, these
veterans were still useful for the state and were therefore
retained sub vexillo.3®

But now, the inscription from the Lapidarium of Ar-
chaeological Museum Zadar has revealed another link. It
is a soldier who was still in his prime at the beginning of
Vespasian's reign and with not enough years of service to
qualify for a pension as a veteran of llll Macedonica. This
is why he decided to join the newly-established legio /Il
Flavia Felix as a reconstituted version of his earlier legion.*
It was this course of events that enabled him to receive 31
annual payments and pass away in the province that his
unit had left some 16 years after its founding. By doing this,
he also made it possible for an interesting enigma from the
Lapidarium of Archaeological Museum Zadar to be solved.

35 In addition to the boundary inscription from Kosijerevo (cat. no. 8), L.
Funisulanus Vettonianus is also mentioned in the recently discovered honorary
inscription from Zadar (K. A. Giunio, N. Cesarik, D. Strmelj 2018, 206-208, no.
3), which presents his entire career, already known to us from the inscriptions
from Forum Popilii (CIL XI 571 = AE 1992, 602) and Andautonia (CIL Il 4013).
For more on him, see C. Bruun 2015, 211-214.

36 CILIII4013.

37 Military diplomas date Funisulanus’governorship in Pannonia to AD 84 (CIL
XVI30) and AD 85 (CIL XVI 31), respectively, cf. A. Jagenteufel 1958, 31-32.
Based on this, it is quite possible that legio llll Flavia Felix left Dalmatia in late
AD 83 or early 84.

38 Cf.L.Keppie 1973.

39 J.C.Mann made a similar proposal for the soldier commemorated in the
inscription CIL Il 15002 (J. C. Mann 2000, 160, n. 38). However, contrary to
Mann’s belief, the soldier mentioned in this inscription belonged to legio X!
Claudia Pia Fidelis, not legio Illl Flavia Felix as Mann thought (cf. N. Cesarik 2020,
276, cat. no. 186).
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Flavia Felix, odnosno rekonstituiranoj verziji njegove prijasnje
legije.** Upravo je zbog tog razvoja dogadaja mogao primiti
31 stipendiju te preminuti na podrudju provincije koju je nje-
gova postrojba napustila otprilike 16 godina nakon njezina
osnutka. Time je omogucio i odgonetavanje jedne zanimljive
price iz lapidarija Arheoloskog muzeja Zadar.

Dodatak: Katalog natpisa pripadnika legije /lll Macedo-
nica i legije Illl Flavia Felix s podrucja provincije Dalmacije
(ne ukljucujuci pecate na tegulama).

39 J.C.Mann dao je sli¢an prijedlog za vojnika komemoriranog na natpisu CIL Il
15002, vidi J. C. Mann 2000, 160, bilj. 38. Medutim, na tom je ipak zabiljezen
vojnik legije XI Claudia Pia Fidelis, a ne legije /Il Flavia Felix kako je to mislio
Mann, usp. N. Cesarik 2020, 276, kat. br. 186.

Appendix: Catalogue of inscriptions of members of le-
gions /lll Macedonica and llll Flavia Felix from the Province
of Dalmatia (not including roof-tile stamps).



MJESTO NALAZA / REFERENCA / 23
BR./NO. NATPIS / INSCRIPTION LEGIJA / LEGION FOUND AT REFERENCE z %
S8
<<
[---] Appinius / Pol(lia) Faven/[tila Quadr/ <
atus 7(centurio) vete/ranorum / leg(ionis) llll legio IllI . Q
1 Roski sl CIL 1112817 2
Mac(edonicae) / an(n)o(s) na(tus) XL / bis huc Macedonica oskisiap z
pietas / ossa bene / quiles]cant %
ES
P(ublio) Carsidi/o P(ubli) f(ilio) Gal(eria) / Calvo N
2 Lugd(uno) / aquilifero / leg(ionis) Illl F(laviae) legio Illl Flavia Burnum CIL Il 14995; Lupa g
F(elicis) ann{n}(orum) / XLI stip(endiorum) XIIX / Felix 23215 *
h(ic) s(itus) e(st) .
. . " . T =<
Q(U{ntq) lulio An[l‘(enSI)]/‘F(.?/ICI mil(iti) / . . CIL 11l 394%8 = CILV S §
leg(ionis) llll F(laviae) F(elicis) / ann(orum) XL legio llll Flavia ) 22
3 : ; NP . Burnum 542; N. Cesarik 2016a, =3
sti(pendiorum) XIIX / t(estamento) f(ieri) i(ussit) /  Felix S5z
. . 231-232; Lupa 16008 € X
Q(uintus) lulius Sever(us) 3@
<5
[--]/ mil(es) leg(ionis) lll[l F(laviae) F(elicis)] leaio Il Flavia neobiavlien / I 2
4 /stip(endiorum) XXXI h(eres) f(ieri) i(ussit?) / 9 . Burnum ) . ) 3
Felix unpublished £
t(estamento?) 4
S
=
M(arcu;) Eupun/.us V/c/lforAeqwtmae/ Terflae . . CIL 111 2021: C. Patsch
coniugi et/ L(ucio) Mario Fortunato / fratri/ legio Illl Flavia
> mil(iti) leg(ionis) Illl F(laviae) Flelicis) / h(ic) s(iti) ~ Felix Salona 1899, 493, 5l. 13 =C. —
) g Patsch 1900, 82, Fig. 56
s(unt) 187
M(arcus) Antonius M(arci) f(ilius) / Ser(gia) Surus
vet(eranus)/ leg(l'or?ls) II(I F({aylae) F(e'llc15) . ‘ . CIL 11l 2004; C. Patsch
t(estamento) f(ieri) i(ussit) sibi et / Pasiae Primae  legio llll Flavia
6 S - ) . Salona 1899,495,sl. 14 =C.
/uxori et/ lib(ertis) lib(ertabusque) et/ Hermeti/  Felix Patsch 1900. 83. Fig. 57
in f(ronte) p(edes) Xll in ag(ro) p(edes) XIX / h(oc) » 03 119-
m(onumentum) h(eredem) n(on) s(equetur)
C(aius) Petillius Firm[us] / trib(unus) mil(itum)
leg(ionis) llll F(laviae) [F(elicis)] / ex auctoritate AE 1967, 355 = 1983,
/Imp(eratoris) Vespasian[i] / iudex datus a legio llll Flavia 744; 1LJug 945; J. J. —
7 . . . nepoznato / unknown .
[L(ucio?)]/ [Plo?]/tio Pegaso l[eg(ato) pr(o) Felix Wilkes 1974, 268, no. S
pr(aetore)]/ [Imp(eratoris)] Vespasian[i 25,Fig.8,PLLIV,11a,b P
Aug(usti)]/ [---]* ;
]
=
L(ucius) Funisulanus Vet(t)o/nianus leg(atus) =
pr(o) prlaet(ore)] / [polntem et terminos [re]/ leaio Il Flavia ILJug 647; |. Bojanovski
8 novari ius(s)it per / T(itum) Cas(s)ium Frontonem Feglix Kosijerevo 1973,178-181, br. 1,
/o(ptionem) leg(ionis) Il F(laviae) F(elicis) in / sl. 13
[fun]do Vesfi}io C/SCDLV
40 The epigraphic databases EDCS (EDCS-09800270) and EDH (HD000701) specify
40 U epigrafskim bazama EDCS (EDCS-09800270) i EDH (HD000701) navedeno je that the inscription was found in Zadar. Wilkes says that the inscription was kept
da je natpis pronaden u Zadru, no Wilkes spominje da se natpis nalazio u in the Lapidarium of Archaeological Museum Zadar, with no indication of the
lapidariju Arheoloskog muzeja Zadar, bez podataka o mjestu pronalaska, dok site it had come from. Based on the fact that it was kept in the Museum, Wilkes
je na osnovi mjesta ¢uvanja pretpostavio da natpis potjece s podru¢ja Ravnih assumed it had been found in Dalmatian Hinterland. Of course, such an
kotara. Naravno, takvo je nesto nedokazivo jer natpis je jednako tako mogao assumption is impossible to prove; the inscription might as well have been

biti postavljen i na podrugju Bukovice, pa ¢ak i na $irem podru¢ju Dalmacije. erected in Bukovica or even in farther regions of Dalmatia for that matter.
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Kratice / Abbreviations

AE - LAnnée épigraphique, Paris, 1888

CIL - Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, Berlin, 1863

EDCS - Epigraphik-Datenbank Clauss-Slaby (http://www.
manfredclauss.de)

EDH - Epigraphische Datenbank Heidelberg (edh-www.adw.uni-
heidelberg.de)

ILJug - Sasel, A, Sasel, J., Inscriptiones latinae quae in lugoslavia
inter annos MCMXL et MCMLX repertae et editae sunt, Situla 5,
Ljubljana, 1963; Inscriptiones latinae quae in lugoslavia inter annos
MCMLX et MCMLXX repertae et editae sunt, Situla 19, Ljubljana,
1978; Inscriptiones latinae quae in lugoslavia inter annos MCMIl et
MCMXL repertae et editae sunt, Situla 25, Ljubljana, 1986.

Lupa - Ubi Erat Lupa (http://lupa.at/)

Izvori / Sources

Caes. BCiv - C. lulius Caesar, Commentarii belli civilis. Editio: C. luli
Caesaris commentarii, edidit Alfredus Klotz. Vol. Il: Commentarii
belli civilis, Lipsiae: in aedibus B.G. Teubneri, 1964.

Cass. Dio — Cassius Dio, Historiae Romanae. Editio: Cassii Dionis
Cocceiani Historiarvm romanarvm qvae svpersvnt, edidit Vrsvivs
Philippvs Boissevain. Vol. |-V, Berolini: apud Weidmannos, 1895
-1931.

Suet. Vesp. — C. Suetonius Tranquillus, De vita Caesarum lib. Vil 1: divus
Vespasianus. Editio: C. Svetoni Tranqvilli Opera, ex recensione
Maximiliani Ihm.Volvmen I: De vita Caesarvm libri VIll, Lipsiae: in
aedibvs B.G. Tevbneri, 1907.

Tac. Agr. - Cornelius Tacitus, De vita lulii Agricolae. Editiones:

Cornelii Taciti opera minora, recognovit brevique adnotatione
critica instruxit Henricus Furneaux, Oxonii: E. Typographeo
Clarendoniano, 1899; P. Cornelii Taciti libri qvi svpersvnt, itervm
edidit Erich Koestermann. Tom. Il. Fasc. 2: Germania. Agricola.
Dialogvs de oratoribvs, Lipsiae: in aedibvs B.G. Tevbneri, 1964.

Tac. Hist.— Cornelius Tacitus, Historiae. Editiones: P. Cornelii Taciti libri qvi
svpersvnt, edidit Erich Koestermann. Tom. ll, Fasc. I: Historiarvm libri,
Leipzig: BSB B.G Teubner Verlagsgesellsch, 1969; Cornelii Taciti libri
qvi svpersvnt, edidervnt Stephanvs Borzsak et Kenneth Wellesley.
Tomwvs I, Pars Prima: Historiarvm Libri, edidit Kenneth Wellesley,
Leipzig: BSB B.G Teubner Verlagsgesellsch, 1989.
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