
In the last decade, and especially in the past several years, 
the forestry profession has expressed concern for the state 
of forest ecosystems and the most valuable tree species. 
Namely, there is no species that is not under pressure from 
both old and new pests and diseases, which, in synergy with 
climate change, significantly reduce their vitality. For ex-
ample, narrow-leaved ash, an important component of low-
land forest stands, has already reached a critical stage of 
dieback. In our editorials we have frequently discussed the 
above issue, giving importance to all moves at the global 
and national level that are aimed at taking care of the great 
forest wealth in the Republic of Croatia. The Croatian me-
dia has recently been addressing the results of the 2021 
population census. This has again put demographers in the 
centre of attention: they have been repeating the same story 
for decades, yet the decision makers do not take any heed. 
We may also draw a parallel with our decade-long story 
about the name of the competent ministry, and particularly 
about the attitude of the line ministry towards the forest, a 
resource that covers almost half of the country. Interest-
ingly, demographers have also noticed the role of the pub-
lic enterprise Croatian Forests, which manage state forests 
over the entire state territory. They propose decentralisa-
tion: “Today, the company Croatian Forests manages for-
ests over the entire territory of Croatia, which is, condition-
ally said, centralised. Management should really be left to 
the local communities so that they bear the responsibility, 
but also have the same authority.” For example, in the Gor-
ski Kotar region, where over 70 percent of the territory is 
covered with forests, the seventies and eighties of the 20th 
century was the period in which forestry was aimed at fos-
tering the prosperity of the local community, as well as de-
veloping and raising the living standard of the people and 
the region. Today, it is an area affected by depopulation, 
while the forest resources at its disposal are either not used 
or are used elsewhere. A similar story is true for Slavonia, 
which possess the most valuable commercial forests, but 

which generate added value further from the place where 
they grow. This wealthy region has recently recorded the 
most severe emigration.

Can the above trend be reversed?  The adoption of strategic 
plans and their implementation should be based on com-
parative advantages of a certain region. We believe that fo-
cusing only on the management of raw materials without 
management of space and without strategic employment 
of personnel puts the rural areas of Croatia in an even more 
unfavourable position and leads to increased depopulation 
of the area. Economic policies which favour close interest 
groups have already taken their toll. Generous incentives 
from European funds motivate users to instantly engage in 
a certain activity, but the ultimate goal of increasing pro-
duction is usually not met. Quite frequently, the beneficia-
ries of funds do not even live in the area for which the funds 
have been allocated. The Forest Acts and the Agricultural 
Land Act provide for the demarcation of forest and agri-
cultural land according to their natural state and harmon-
isation with the land registry. Their implementation would 
facilitate the management of forests and eliminate problems 
arising from leases of large areas for grazing, the results of 
which highly questionable. Regrettably, this vital prerequi-
site for better management of space and for retaining, and 
even increasing the number of inhabitants in it, has not 
been fulfilled. Similar to other segments, years go by, but 
the laws and strategies set out by the goals are not imple-
mented. The organisation of forestry in some neighbouring 
countries may offer answers to our questions. Austrian and 
Hungarian forestry companies are not engaged only in the 
production and sale of wood assortments: their activities 
are also related to renewable energy sources and nature 
protection, which expands the possibility of employment 
for the local population. Ultimately, their foresters have bet-
ter income and higher living standard.
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FORESTS IN THE SERVICE OF DECENTRALISATION  
AND DEMOGRAPHIC RECOVERY OF CROATIA

šaljem dio Ostalog za ŠL 9-10 2022 - Arač za rubriku Zaštita prirode i Đuka Aktualno - Current 
news,(nastavak nakon lekture koju očekujem danas). Srdačan pozdrav!

Poštovana,

šaljem raspoloživo po redoslijedu:.

KNJIGE I ČASOPISI

-ERRATA CORRIGE i slika naslovnice Pelin

- Korisne biljke tekst i slika naslovnice,

a potom ide rubrika Međunarodna suradnja - International cooperation (tekst Litvay)

Srdačan pozdrav! 

Poštovana gospođo Mirela, poštovani gospodine Hranislav,

Našao sam, u redtku gdje su imena autora još dva tipfelera.
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Lijep pozdrav

Tomislav Poršinsky

Poštovana,

šaljem materijal za Zadnji omot,  Naslovnicu i Riječ Uredništva (hrvatski tekst - prijevod slijedi)

Poštovana, 

šaljem dva korigirana članka: Pernek korektura; Erdogan samo  titule i imena i prezimena za 
fusnotu; korekturu za članak Poršinsky imate, a ostala 3 čekam - požurujem autore.

Šaljem i Riječ Uredništva na engleskom. Srdačan pozdrav! 
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