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Tijekom jednomjesecnog zastitnog arheoloskog istrazivanja koje je provedeno 2015.
godine na podrulju dijela maritimne vile koja se rasprostire duz sjevernog dijela uvale
Ribnjaka kod Valbandona, otkriven je dio termalnog sklopa sa sustavom zidnog grija-
nja i osiguranim dotokom vode. Podovi prostorija bili su prekriveni podnim mozaici-
ma, bocni zidovi ukraseni mramornim oplatama i freskama, a stropovi dekorativnim
elementima izvedenima u Stuku. Izgradnja istragenog dijela vile dativa u 1. stoljece.
Tijekom 2. i 3. stoljeca prostorije su adaptirane na nadin da su prostori iz 1. faze ko-
ristenja pregradeni formiranjem novih zidova ili su postojeci zidovi ojacani. Konacno
napustanje ovog prostora u 4. stoljecu potvrduju numizmaticki nalazi. Arheolosko
istraZivanje popraceno je zahvatom preventivne zastite mozaika i zidnib £buka.

A part of thermal complex with floor heating system and water supply has been un-
covered during a month of rescue archaeological excavations conducted in 2015 in
the area of a maritime villa segment extending along the northern part of Ribnjak
bay near Valbandon. Room floors were covered with mosaics, marble-lined walls were
adorned with frescoes, and ceilings with stucco decorations. Building of the investigated
part of the villa dates to the Ist century. In the 2nd and 3rd centuries the rooms were
remodeled by building new walls to partition the Ist phase spaces or the existing walls
were reinforced. Numismatic finds corroborate final abandonment of this area in the
4th century. Archacological investigation was accompanied by preventive protection
procedure of mosaics and wall mortar.
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UVOD

Dio anti¢kog lokaliteta u Valbandonu u raz-
doblju od pocetka lipnja do pocetka srpnja
2015. godine bio je predmet provodenja za-
stitnog arheoloskog istrazivanja.! Istrazeno po-
dru¢je smjesteno je u sjevernom dijelu uvale
Ribnjaka, na dijelu k. ¢&. 765/64 i 756/6, sve
k. 0. Fazana, uz prometnicu kojom se pristupa
podrudju danasnjeg kampa Bi-Village kod na-
selja Valbandona, oko dva kilometra juzno od
Fazane. Povod arheoloskom istrazivanju bilo
je oSte¢enje podnog mozaika u profilu iskopa
tijekom radova na izgradnji Setnice i postavlja-
nja rasvjete na trasi postojeée prometnice od
crpne stanice Ribnjak do valbandonske plaze,
odnosno na dijelu navedenih katastarskih ¢e-
stica i k. ¢. 765/59 k. o. Fazana.

Istrazeno podrudje sastavni je dio jedne od
dviju vila koje su smjestene u uvali Ribnjaku.
Prve podatke o arheoloskim nalazima s ovog
podrué¢ja dao je krajem 19. stolje¢a R. We-
isshdupl.? Znatno opseznija istraZivanja proveo
je pocetkom 20. stolje¢a A. Gnirs.> On je u
svega nekoliko istrazivackih kampanja, koje su
provedene 1905. godine te ponovno u razdo-
blju izmedu 1909. i 1912. godine, vrlo jasno
definirao tlocrtnu dispoziciju i namjenu pro-
storija na dvama polozajima koji su smjesteni
na suprotnim stranama uvale Ribnjaka. Uz
pokretne nalaze, kljuéni materijal za dataciju
vremena izgradnje jesu podni mozaici izvede-
ni u opus tesselatum i opus scutulatum koji su
otkriveni u trijemovima i bo¢nim prostorija-
ma duz sjevernog i juznog dijela uvale. Prema
tehnici izrade i izboru motiva najraniji podni
mozaici datirani su u sredinu 1. stolje¢a.* Naj-
stariji dijelovi dviju gradevinskih cjelina jesu
trijem duz sjevernog dijela uvale i prostorije
oko juznog peristilnog dvorista koje pripada-

' Voditeljica arheologkih radova bila je T. Salov (T. SALOV;
2015).

2 R. WEISSHAUPL, 1898, 100-101; 1901, 204.

3 A.GNIRS, 1911, 155-196; 1912, 5-16.

“ D. BULIC, 2014, 183-184, 266; V. GIRARDI JURKIC,
2006, 47-51.
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INTRODUCTION

A part of a Roman-era site in Valbandon was
excavated from early June to early July 2015
within a rescue archaeology project.! The ex-
cavated area is situated in the northern part
of Ribnjak bay, in the part of cadastral plots
765/64 and 756/6 of the cadastral municipality
of Fazana, along the access road to the area of
the present-day camp Bi-Village near the set-
tlement of Valbandon, some two kilometers
south of Fazana. Archaeological excavation was
prompted by damaging a floor mosaic visible
in the excavation profile during construction
works on the walkway and public lighting in-
stallation on the route of the existing road from
the pumping station Ribnjak to the beach of
Valbandon, that is in the part of the aforemen-
tioned cadastral plots and cadastral plot 765/59
of the cadastral municipality of Fazana.

The excavated area is a part of one of two
villas located in Ribnjak bay. First information
about these archaeological finds was provided
by R. Weisshdupl by the end of the 19th cen-
tury.” A. Gnirs conducted considerably more
extensive excavations in the early 20th centu-
ry.? In only few research campaigns conducted
in 1905 and again in the period from 1909
to 1912, he managed to define very clear-
ly ground plan and function of the rooms at
two locations on the opposite sides of Ribnjak
bay. In addition to small finds, crucial materi-
al regarding dating of the building were floor
mosaics made in the opus tessellatum and opus
scutulatum techniques uncovered in the por-
ticoes and lateral rooms along the northern
and southern part of the bay. The technique of
making and the selection of motifs suggest dat-
ing of the earliest floor mosaics to the mid-1st
century.* The oldest parts of the two building

T. Salov was the field director of the archaeological excava-
tions (T. SALOV; 2015.).

2 R.WEISSHAUPL, 1898, 100-101; 1901, 204.

3 A.GNIRS, 1911, 155-196; 1912, 5-16.

4 D.BULIC, 2014, 183-184 and 266; V. GIRARDI JURKIC,
2006, 47-51.
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ju gradevini na juznoj strani uvale Ribnjaka.’
Druga graditeljska faza juzne gradevine datira
u kraj 1. stoljeca. Za njezino odredivanje po-
sluzili su podatci o obnovi podnih mozaika u
jednoj od prostorija oko juznog peristilnog
dvorista.® Mlada graditeljska faza sklopa u sje-
vernom dijelu uvale datira u sredinu 2. stolje-
¢a ili u 3. stoljeée, a prepoznaje se u podnim
mozaicima u tzv. biblioteci i u prostorijama
oko nje.” Kontinuitet koristenja vile tijekom
3. stolje¢a te njezino napustanje krajem 4. ili
pocetkom 5. stolje¢a datirani su ponajprije
numizmati¢kim nalazima.®

Novija tumacenja opovrgavaju Gnirsovu
pretpostavku da otkrivene gradevinske cjeline,
smjeStene u sjevernom i juznom dijelu uvale,
predstavljaju jedinstven arhitektonski sklop.’
Tomu u prilog idu nepodudarnost u pravcu
pruzanja, odnosno orijentaciji zidova grade-
vinskih cjelina u sjevernom i juznom dijelu
uvale te ¢injenica da je sredinom zaljeva pro-
lazila granica dviju centurija (dekuman limita-
cije). Na temelju navedenog pretpostavljeno je
da je rije¢ o dvama zasebnim sklopovima koji
su pripadali razli¢itim zemlji$nim posjedima.'

Istrazeni prostori dviju vila u uvali Ribnjaku
predstavljaju rezidencijalne dijelove (pars ur-
bana) luksuzno opremljenih maritimnih vila
(villa maritima). Prema tlocrtnoj dispoziciji
svistavaju se u tip peristilnih vila."" Gnirs je
u svojoj tipoloskoj podjeli luksuznih obalnih
gradevina u Istri valbandonske vile, smatraju-
¢i ih jedinstvenom arhitektonskom cjelinom,
uvrstio u tipologiju centripetalnih gradevina,
odnosno onih koje okruzuju morski zaljev, us-
poredujuéi ih s brijunskom vilom u uvali Ve-
rige.'” Smjestaj vile nasuprot oto¢ju Brijunima
i polozaj sklopa villae maritime u uvali Verige,

D. BULIC, 2014, 184; V. GIRARDI JURKIC, 2006, 51.

D. BULIC, 2014, 186.

D. BULIC, 2014, 183.

D. BULIC, 2014, 184; R. MATIJASIC, 1998, 123.

A. GNIRS, 1911, 155-158; R. MATIJASIC, 1988, 42; 1998,
123.

0 R.MATIJASIC, 1998, 123.

1 V. BEGOVIC, I. SCHRUNK, 2003, 101.

2 R MATIJASIC, 1998, 102.

© ® N o

wholes are a portico along the northern part of
the bay and rooms around the southern peri-
style courtyard that belong to a building on
the southern side of Ribnjak bay.” The second
construction phase of the southern building
was dated to the late 1st century on the basis
of renovation traces of floor mosaics in one of
the rooms surrounding the southern peristyle
courtyard.® The younger phase of construction
in the northern part of the bay dates to the
mid-2nd century or the 3rd century, and it is
recognizable by floor mosaics in the so-called
library and the surrounding rooms.” Primar-
ily numismatic finds were used to determine
that the villa was occupied in the 3rd century
and abandoned in the late 4th or the early 5th
century.®

More recent interpretations refute Gnirs’
hypothesis that the building wholes located in
the northern and southern part of the bay rep-
resent a unified architectural complex.” This is
further supported by incongruities regarding
the direction of spreading and orientation of
walls of the building wholes in the northern
and southern part of the bay and the fact that
the border between two centuriae (decumanus
in land division) passed through the middle
of the bay. Therefore the conclusion was made
that these were separate complexes belonging
to different land estates.'

Investigated areas of two villas in Ribnjak
bay represent residential parts (pars urbana)
of luxurious maritime villas (villa maritima).
Their ground plans classify them to the type
of peristyle villas."" In his typological division
of luxurious coastal buildings in Istria, Gnirs
included the villas from Valbandon, believing
they were a unified architectural whole, in the
centripetal type, as buildings that surround

D. BULIC, 2014, 184; V. GIRARDI JURKIC, 2006, 51.

D. BULIC, 2014, 186.

D. BULIC, 2014, 183.

D. BULIC, 2014, 184; R. MATIJASIC, 1998, 123.

A. GNIRS, 1911, 155-158; R. MATIJASIC, 1988, 42; 1998,
123.

10 R MATIJASIC, 1998, 123.

V. BEGOVIC, I. SCHRUNK, 2003, 101.

© ® N o w

121



K. GERGETA SOTONCIC, T. GODINOVIC: Zastitno arheolosko istrazivanje dijela...

16 (2022), 119-141

te smje$taj valbandonskih vila uz obalu unutar
dubokog, i stoga dobro zaklonjenog zaljeva,
naveli su Gnirsa na pretpostavku kako je upra-
vo vila u uvali Ribnjaku pored Valbandona
posluzila kao najpogodnija veza prema luci u
uvali Verige."”

U rimsko doba u zaljev se ulijevao potok koji
je procis¢avao vodu i time stvarao odli¢ne uv-
jete za boravak.' Do promjene u izgledu ovog
prostora doslo je podizanjem razine mora i za-
muljivanjem." Danas je plitak i muljevit val-
bandonski zaljev presjeten dvama nasipima:
jedan je nastao za potrebe izgradnje promet-
nice, a drugi zbog izgradnje danasnje lucice,
¢ime je formiran svojevsni mandrac.'®

Arheoloski pregled podmorja koji je prove-
den 2014. godine u sklopu terenskog pregle-
da kampa za potrebe izrade prostorno-planske
dokumentacije Urbanistickog plana uredenja
Bi-Village utvrdio je postojanje nasipa, pret-
postavljene novovjekovne datacije, izvan same
uvale, na udaljenosti od 15 metara od sjever-
ne obale. Nasip se pruza u smjeru sjever-jug,
u duzini od 50 metara. Sirine je 5 metara.
Uglavnom se sastoji od kamena lomljenca na-
bacanog do visine od 1 metra. Sa sjeverne stra-
ne nasip se pod pravim kutom pruza u smjeru
istoka te se nakon 10 metara ponovno lomi,
tvoredi bazen dimenzija 10 x 10 m."” Takoder,
digitalna ortofotokarta iz 1968. godine jasno
biljezi polozaj nasipa i u dijelu danasnje uva-
le, otprilike na polovici udaljenosti izmedu
suvremene ludice i prometnice kojom se pri-
stupa kampu i podruéju sjeverne vile. Nasip
se proteze u smjeru sjeverozapad-jugoistok, u
ukupnoj duzini od oko 120 metara, i potvr-
duje Degrassijeve navode. Naime, A. Degrassi
donosi podatak o lukobranu koji se proteze u
juznom dijelu zaljeva, u duZini od 50 meta-
ra i $irini od 4 metra. Takoder, pretpostavio je
da se istovrsna struktura nalazi i na sjevernoj

3 A.GNIRS, 2009, 113.

14 V. GIRARDI JURKIC, 2006, 45.
15 R.MATTJASIC, 1998, 123-124.
16 V. GIRARDI JURKIC, 2006, 45.
17 T.SALOV, 2014, 16.
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a sea bay, comparing them with the Brijuni
villa in Verige bay."? The location of the villa
facing the Brijuni archipelago, the position of
the villae maritime complex in Verige bay, and
the location of the Valbandon villas along the
shore within a deep and hence well protected
bay, led Gnirs to an assumption that it was ex-
actly villa in Ribnjak bay near Valbandon that
served as the most suitable connection with
the harbor in Verige bay."

In Roman times a stream flew into the bay
purifying water and offering excellent living
conditions.'* Sea level rise and silting up led
to changes in this area.” Presently shallow
and muddy bay of Valbandon is cut by two
embankments: one made for the road con-
struction purposes, and the other to build
a small harbor, creating a sort of a sheltered
area reserved for the mooring of small boats.'®

Archaeological underwater survey that was
conducted in 2014 within the field survey of
the camp necessary to make spatial planning
documentation (site plan of the Bi-Village),
yielded the presence of an embankment, as-
sumedly of post-medieval dating, outside the
bay, at a distance of 15 meters from the coast.
The embankment extends in the NS direc-
tion, measuring 50 meters in length, and 5
meters in width. Mostly it consists of rubble
piled to a height of 1 meter. On the north-
ern side the embankment extends at a right
angle eastwards only to break again after 10
meters, thus creating a pool with dimensions
of 10 x 10 m."” Furthermore, a digital ortho-
photo map of 1968 clearly records the po-
sition of the embankment in the part of the
present-day bay, roughly at half the distance
between the modern harbor and the road ac-
cessing the camp and the northern villa area.

The embankment extends in the NW — SE

2 R MATIASIC, 1998, 102.

13 A GNIRS, 2009, 113.

4 V. GIRARDI JURKIC, 2006, 45.
15 R.MATIJASIC, 1998, 123-124.
16 V. GIRARDI JURKIC, 2006, 45.
7 T.SALOV, 2014, 16.
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SLIKA 1. PoloZaj lokaliteta i evidentiranih dijelova vile na topografskoj i ortofotosnimci: 1 - istrazeni dio sjeverne
vile, 2 - poloZaj pojedinacnih nalaza keramike, 3 — podmorski nasip, 4 — podmorski nasip (izradila K. Gergeta
Soton¢i¢ prema pripremi T. Salov)
FIGURE 1 Position of the site and recorded parts of the villa on topographic and orthophoto images: 1 — excavated
part of the northern villa, 2 - position of individual pottery finds, 3 - underwater embankment, 4 — underwater
embankment (made by K. Gergeta Soton¢i¢ as prepared by T. Salov)

strani uvale.'® Dio navedene strukture u sje-
vernom dijelu uvale zabiljezio je u jednom od
svojih izvjeStaja i sam A. Gnirs."” Novija raz-
matranja ovu strukturu dovode u vezu s rib-
njakom ili solanom,” ¢ija je namjena sa¢uvana
i u toponimima ovog podrudja: Peschiera (hrv.
‘ribnjak’) i Saline (hrv. ‘solana’). Izgled uvale i
dotok vode pruzaju mogucnost za koristenje
ovog prostora kao ribnjaka ili ribogojilista.*!
Tijekom provodenja terenskog pregleda u

18 A. DEGRASSI, 1957, 68; R. MATIJASIC, 1998, 296.
1 A.GNIRS, 1911, 158, SL. 76: oznaka E

2 1, KONCANI UHAC, 2018, 357.

21 1, KONCANI UHAC, 2018, 356.

direction, in the total length of about 120
meters, thus testifying to Degrassi’s claims.
Namey, A. Degrassi mentions a breakwater
spreading in the southern part of the bay, 50
meters in length and 4 meters in width. Also,
he assumed that an identical structure is lo-
cated on the northern side of the bay.'® A part
of the mentioned structure was recorded by
A. Ganirs in one of his reports.’ More recent
considerations associate this structure with a

18 A DEGRASSI, 1957, 68; R. MATIJASIC, 1998, 296.
¥ A.GNIRS, 1911, 158, Fig. 76: mark E
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sjeverozapadnom dijelu uvale, nedaleko od
prometnice koja povezuje juzni i sjeverni dio
uvale, otkriveni su i ostatci dvaju antickih
zidova (SI. 1). Vidljivi su na granici plime i
oseke i znatno su osteéeni. Jedan je sa¢uvan
u temeljima i pruza se u duzini od oko 5 do
6 metara. Drugi zid vidljiv je u duzini od oko
2,5 metara, ali je sa¢uvan u visini od oko 15
cm.?

S obzirom na to da su otkrivene strukture
nakon istraznih radova provedenih pocetkom
20. stoljeca nasute, te da su konzervatorski ra-
dovi obavljeni iskljuc¢ivo na isto¢noj eksedri
koja je sagradena uz obalu i koja je bila poveza-
na s drugom eksedrom trijemom koji se pruza
sjevernim dijelom zaljeva,” Gnirsova terenska
dokumentacija valbandonskih vila te njegova
korelacija s vilom u uvali Verige na Brijuni-
ma** i dalje su osnova i polaziSte za tumacenje
samih struktura, te njihovu kategorizaciju i
komparaciju s ostalim primjerima anticke ru-
ralne arhitekture na podrudju Istre (i Sire). S
obzirom na to klju¢ni nalazi u reviziji podata-
ka jesu podni mozaici.”

Valbandonski rezidencijalni sklopovi neza-
obilazni su u popisu lokaliteta u suvremenoj
stru¢noj literaturi i radovima koji obraduju na-
laze anti¢ke ruralne arhitekture Istre.?® Prema
tipologiji tlocrta analogni primjeri valbandon-
skim vilama u Istri, osim ve¢ spomenute vile u

2 T.SALOV, 2014, 13.
#  Isto¢na eksedra u sjevernom dijelu uvale jedina je prostori-
ja obiju vila koja je danas vidljiva na terenu.
# A.GNIRS, 2009, 112-113.
% Segment podnog mozaika u opus scutulatum iz sjever-
ne vile (prostorija oznake D, prema A. GNIRS, 1911,
159-160, Sl. 77-78) i dva segmenta podnih mozaika u
opus tessellatum iz juzne vile (prostorije B i H prema A.
GNIRS, 1911, 169-170, 179-180, SL. 84, 97-98) jedini
su koji su nakon Gnirsovih istrazivanja strapirani i naj-
prije izloZeni u amfiteatru, a zatim prizemlju Arheolos-
kog muzeja Istre u Puli (D. BULIC, 2014, 184; J. ME-
DER, 2003, 48; https://www.academia.edu/19681212/
Mosaics_in_the_floors_of_the_Archaeological _muse-
um_of_Istria_Pula_Croatia). Trenuta¢no je demonti-
ran zbog uredenja muzejske zgrade. Ostali podni mo-
zaici sa¢uvani su in situ i nasuti.
Po opseznosti i sveobuhvatnosti u obradi ruralne arhitek-
ture na podrucju Istre, medu hrvatskim publikacijama,
isticu se: R. MATIJASIC, 1988, 1998, te D. BULIC, 2014.
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fishpond or saltworks,? as suggested by the
toponyms for this area: Peschiera (fishpond)
and Saline (saltworks). Characteristics of the
bay and water supply offered possibilities for
using this area as a fishpond or fish farm.”!

Heavily damaged remains of two ancient
walls were unearthed during the field survey in
the northwestern part of the bay, near the road
connecting southern and northern part of the
bay (Fig. 1). They are visible in the tidal range.
One was preserved in foundations spreading
about 5 to 6 meters in length. The other wall
measures about 2.5 meters in length, and it
was preserved about 15 cm in height.*?

Ganirs’ excavation documentation of the Val-
bandon villas and his correlation with the villa
in Verige bay on Brijuni® are still a basis and
a starting point in interpretation of the struc-
tures and their categorization and comparison
with other examples of the ancient rural ar-
chitecture in the region of Istria (and beyond)
since the excavated structures were backfilled
after the research had been finished in the ear-
ly 20* century, and conservation works were
performed only on the eastern exedra that was
built next to the shore and was connected with
the other exedra of the portico spreading in
the northern part of the bay.* Therefore cru-
cial finds in the revised interpretation of the
information are floor mosaics.”

% 1. KONCANI UHAC, 2018, 357.

2 1. KONCANI UHAC, 2018, 356.

2 T.SALOV; 2014, 13.

% A.GNIRS, 2009, 112-113.

#  The eastern exedra in the northern part of the bay is the
only room in both villas that is still visible in the field.

»  The only segments of floor mosaics that were detached af-
ter Gnirs excavations and presented first in the amphithe-
ater and then on the ground floor of the Archaeological
Museum of Istria in Pula were a part of an opus scutulatum
floor mosaic from the northern villa (room mark D, after
A. GNIRS, 1911, 159-160, Fig. 77-78) and two portions of
floor mosaics in opus tessellatum from the southern villa
(rooms B and H after A. GNIRS, 1911, 169-170, 179-180,
Fig. 84,97-98) (D. BULIC, 2014, 184; J. MEDER, 2003, 48;
https://www.academia.edu/19681212/Mosaics_in_the_
floors_of_the_Archaeological _museum_of_Istria_Pula_
Croatia). At present it has been dismantled due to reno-
vation of the museum building. Other floor mosaics were
preserved in situ and backfilled.


https://www.academia.edu/19681212/Mosaics_in_the_floors_of_the_Archaeological_museum_of_Istria_Pula_Croatia
https://www.academia.edu/19681212/Mosaics_in_the_floors_of_the_Archaeological_museum_of_Istria_Pula_Croatia
https://www.academia.edu/19681212/Mosaics_in_the_floors_of_the_Archaeological_museum_of_Istria_Pula_Croatia
https://www.academia.edu/19681212/Mosaics_in_the_floors_of_the_Archaeological_museum_of_Istria_Pula_Croatia
https://www.academia.edu/19681212/Mosaics_in_the_floors_of_the_Archaeological_museum_of_Istria_Pula_Croatia
https://www.academia.edu/19681212/Mosaics_in_the_floors_of_the_Archaeological_museum_of_Istria_Pula_Croatia
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SLIKA 2. IstraZeni dijelovi dvaju arhitektonskih sklopova u uvali Ribnjaku kod Valbandona (prema A. GNIRS,

1911, preuzeto iz R. MATIJASIC, 1998, 120)

F1GURE 2 Excavated segments of two architectural complexes in Ribnjak bay near Valbandon (after A. GNIRS,

1911, taken from R. MATIJASIC, 1998, 120)

uvali Verige, jesu vila na poluotoku Sorni juz-
no od Poreca i tzv. peristilna vila u Barbarigi.”
Vtlo sli¢ni primjeri trijema kakve nalazimo
u obalnom dijelu sjeverne valbandonske vile
otkriveni su i na Apeninskom poluotoku: na
lokalitetu poznatom po nazivu Vila na jezeru,
uz jezero Albano, i na lokalitetu S. Maria na
jezeru Nemi juzno od Rima.*®

S obzirom na to da podrugje vila u Valban-
donu nije bilo predmet revizijskih istrazivanja
te da, osim eksedre uz danasnju prometnicu u
sjevernom dijelu zaljeva, nema prezentiranih,
odnosno vidljivih ostataka istrazenih struktu-
ra, zastitno arheolosko istrazivanje provedeno
2015. godine, iako prostorno ograni¢eno na

¥ V. BEGOVIC, I. SCHRUNK, 2003, 101; D. BULIC, 2014,
101-103, SL. 11.
% D,BULIC, 2014, 181.

The Valbandon residential complexes are
regularly mentioned on all lists of sites in con-
temporary professional literature and papers
dealing with finds from ancient rural estates
from Istria.*® With regard to ground plan ty-
pology, analogous examples for the Valbandon
villas in Istria can be found in the villa from
the Sorna peninsula south of Pore¢ and the
so-called peristyle villa in Barbariga, in addi-
tion to the previously mentioned villa in Ver-
ige bay.”” Very similar examples of the portico
found in the coastal part of the Valbandon vil-
la were found on the Apennine Peninsula, at

% With regard to their comprehensive and extensive
approach, particularly noteworthy publications dealing
with rural architecture in Istria are: R. MATIJASIC, 1988,
1998 and D. BULIC, 2014.

77 V. BEGOVIC, 1. SCHRUNK, 2003, 101; D. BULIC, 2014,
101-103, Fig. 11.

125



K. GERGETA SOTONCIC, T. GODINOVIC: Zastitno arheolosko istrazivanje dijela...

16 (2022), 119-141

50 m?, vrijedna je dopuna prije obavljenim ar-
heoloskim radovima.

IstraZivanje je provedeno na polozaju u ne-
posrednoj blizini arhitektonskih ostataka vile
u sjevernom dijelu uvale Ribnjaka, izmedu ar-
hitektonskog sklopa kojeg je Gnirs imenovao
oznakom A i isto¢ne eksedre oznake A2 koja je
okrenuta prema moru i koja je, prema Gnir-
su, bila namijenjena dokolici (schola).”® Ova
velika polukruzna prostorija uz obalu bila je
prolazom povezana s nizom prostorija koje su
otkrivene nesto sjevernije. Prostor koji je istra-
zen 2015. godine proteze se jugoisto¢no od
prostora vile oznake G i H,? unutar kojeg je
Gnirs utvrdio naknadne pregradnje na poloza-
ju na kojem je izvorno bilo peristilno dvoriste

(S 2).2

REZULTATI ISTRAZIVANJA

Polaziste za formiranje kvadratne mreze za
potrebe provodenja istrazivanja bio je polozaj
kanala koji je prije iskopan uz prometnicu,
a u dijem su profilu utvrdeni slojevi podne
obloge u mozaiku. Kvadratna mreza protezala
se u duzini od 17 metara i 2,5 m do 3,7 me-
tara u §irinu. Sirina mree varirala je ovisno o
potrebi za dodatnim Sirenjem na pojedinim
dijelovima lokaliteta, s obzirom na nalaze.
lako istrazeno podrudje zahvacéa povrsinu od
svega 50 kvadratnih metara, karakterizira ga
niz pregradnji: rusenja, preinaka i presloja-
vanje ranijih struktura iz 1. stolje¢a unutar
razdoblja od 2. do 4. stoljeéa, Sto potvrduje
rezultate ranijih Gnirsovih istrazivackih kam-
panja (SI. 3).

Unutar relativno uskog i skucenog prosto-
ra otkriven je i istrazen niz prostorija koje su
bile opremljene podnim oblogama u mozaiku,
mramornim zidnim oplatama i $tuko-ukrasi-

2 D, BULIC, 2014, 180, 264, SL 59; A. GNIRS, 1911, 159-
161.

% Prema Gnirsovu tlocrtu iz 1911. godine: A. GNIRS, 1911,
159-160, SI. 78.

31 A.GNIRS, 1911, 166-169.
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the site known as Villa on the lake, near Lake
Albano, and at the site of S. Maria at Lake
Nemi south of Rome.?

Rescue archaeological excavations conduct-
ed in 2015, though spatially limited to 50 m?
are a valuable supplement to previous archae-
ological investigation as the area of the Val-
bandon villas was not subjected to revised ex-
cavations, and since there are no presented or
visible remains of explored structures, except
for the exedra next to the present-day road in
the northern part of the bay.

The excavation was conducted at the posi-
tion in immediate vicinity of the architectur-
al remains of the villa in the northern part of
Ribnjak bay, between the architectural com-
plex that Gnirs marked A and the eastern exe-
dra designated A2 facing the sea that was in-
tended for leisure (schola), according to Gnirs.”
This big semicircular room next to the shore
was connected with a row of rooms discovered
more to the north. The area explored in 2015
extends southeast of the villa areas marked G
and H,*® within which Gnirs found subse-
quent remodeling at the position originally

housing a peristyle courtyard (Fig. 2).%!

EXCAVATION RESULTS

A starting point for making a square grid,
necessary to conduct excavations, was the po-
sition of a canal previously dug next to the
road, whose profile contained layers of a mo-
saic floor. Square grid measured 17 meters in
length and from 2.5 to 3.7 meters in width.
The grid width varied depending on the finds
recovered and the resulting need to expand
in certain parts of the site. Although the ex-
cavated area covers only 50 square meters, it

3 D.BULIC, 2014, 181.

» D, BULIC, 2014, 180, 264, Fig. 59; A. GNIRS, 1911, 159-
161.

30 After Gnirs' ground plan of 1911: A. GNIRS, 1911, 159-
160, Fig. 78.

3 A.GNIRS, 1911, 166-169.
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SLIKA 3. Ortofotosnimka s preklopljenim poloZajima arhitektonskih cjelina u uvali Ribnjaku i polozaja istrazenog

2015. godine (izradio S. Rami¢, dipl. ing. geod., AGG d.o.0., Pula, prema T. Salov)
F1GURE 3 Orthophoto image with overlapping positions of the architectural wholes in Ribnjak bay and the position
excavated in 2015 (made by S. Rami¢ of AGG d.o.0., Pula, after T. Salov)

ma. Prostor je bio opskrbljen vodom putem
cjevovoda i sustavom zidnog grijanja (SL. 4, 5).

Dijelovi zidova i podnice arhitektonskog
sklopa pojavili su se vrlo plitko, uklanjanjem
povrsinskog sloja koji je i sam obilovao pokret-
nim nalazima medu kojima prevladavaju ka-
mene tesere podnog mozaika. Zidovi su sacu-
vani u maksimalnoj visini od 30 cm. Prostorije
su orijentirane u pravcu sjeverozapad-jugoi-
stok. Prvu fazu koriStenja ovog dijela grade-
vinskog sklopa vile predstavlja prostorija koju
sa sjeverne strane zatvara zid S] 004, a koju
s istoka omeduje zid SJ 019 koji se nastavlja
izvan okvira istrazenog prostora. Sirina obaju
zidova iznosi 45 cm. Prostoriji se pristupalo
s isto¢ne strane vratima od kojih je sa¢uvan
kameni prag (S] 018). Zapadni dio prostorije

oste¢en je iskopom kanala pri formiranju $et-

is characterized by extensive remodeling: de-
structions, alterations and overlying of earlier
structures dating to the 1* century in the time
span from the 2™ to the 4™ century, testify-
ing to the results of the earlier Gnirs™ research
campaigns (Fig. 3).

Relatively narrow and constricted space
yielded a series of rooms with mosaic floors,
marble wall veneer and stucco decorations.
Pipeline and wall heating system were used in
water supply (Fig. 4, 5)

Parts of walls and floors of the architectural
complex were found immediately below the
surface, with removing the surface layer that
abounded in small finds dominated by stone
tesserac of the floor mosaic. The walls were
preserved to the maximum height of 30 cm.

Rooms are aligned NW — SE. The first phase
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SLIKA 4. Fotogrametrijska snimka istrazenog podrucja (izradio S. Rami¢, dipl. ing. geod., AGG d.o.0., Pula)
F1GURE 4 Photogrammetric image of the excavated area (made by S. Rami¢ of AGG d.o.0., Pula)

3

SLIKA 5. Fotogrametrijska snimka istrazenog podrucja (izradio S. Rami¢, dipl. ing. geod., AGG d.o.0., Pula)

F1GURE 5 Photogrammetric image of the excavated area (made by S. Rami¢ of AGG d.o.0., Pula)

nice duz obale. Tada je oSte¢en podni mozaik u
opus tessellatum ¢iji su ostatci sa¢uvani u isto¢-
nom dijelu prostorije (Sl. 6). Mozaik, ukrasen
jednostavnim motivom koji je izveden tesera-
ma od crnog i bijelog vapnenca te uokviren
bordurom, datira formiranje prostorije u raz-
doblju od 1. do 2. stolje¢a.’* Bordura mozaika
sastoji se od dviju usporednih traka od crnih
tesera: vanjske Siroke i unutarnje tanje, koje su
odijeljene trakom od bijelih tesera. Preostala
povrsina prekrivena je geometrijskim moti-
vom koji tvore Cetiri crne tesere koje okruzuju
jednu bijelu. Taj je motiv rasporeden u pravil-
nim razmacima po citavoj povrsini poda. Pod-
loga mozaika je od bijelih tesera.”” Istovrstan
podni mozaik na podrudju Istre, s jednakom
orijentacijom motiva u odnosu na zidove vile,
potjece s arheoloskog lokaliteta na isto¢noj

2 A.STARAGC, 2002, 29-30, 37. Veli¢ina bijelih tesera je 1,1 x
1,1 cm, a crnih tesera je 1,3 x 1,3 cm. Dimenzije sacuvanog
ulomka mozaika iznose 200 x 50 cm i 20 x 50 cm (L. MI-
LOTIC BULIC, 2015, 10).

% L.MILOTIC BULIC, 2015, 10.
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of occupation of this part of the villa complex
is represented by a room closed by wall SU 004
on the northern side, and from the east by wall
SU 019 that extends outside the scope of the
excavated area. The width of both walls is 45
cm. The room was approached from the eastern
side through a door recognizable by a threshold
(SU 018). Western part of the room was dam-
aged by excavating a canal when walkway along
the shore was built causing damage to the floor
mosaic in gpus tessellatum in the eastern part of
the room (Fig. 6). The mosaic, decorated with
a simple motif executed in tesserac of black
and white limestone and framed with a border,
dates the room to the period from the 1st to
the 2nd century.*> The mosaic border consists
of two parallel lines of black tesserae, wide outer
line and narrow inner line separated by a strip
of white tesserae. The remaining surface is cov-

2 A.STARAG, 2002, 29, 30, 37. The size of white tesserae is
1.1 x 1.1 cm, and black ones 1.3 x 1.3 cm. Dimensions of
the preserved segment of the mosaic are 200 x 50 cm and
20 x 50 cm (L. MILOTIC BULIC, 2015, 10).
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SLIKA 6. Dio podnog mozaika u opus tessellatum (foto: T. Salov)
FIGURE 6 Segment of floor mosaic in opus tessellatum (photo: T. Salov)

obali poluotoka Karpinjana kraj Novigrada.**

U kasnijoj je fazi podni mozaik prekriven
podnicom (S] 012 i 014) koja, s obzirom na
pojedina¢ne nalaze tesera, predstavlja podlo-
gu podnog mozaika iz mlade faze. Zid i svod
prostorije bili su ukraseni ukrasom izvedenim
u $tuku, $to potvrduju nalazi iz sloja urusenja
(5] 009) koje je prekrivalo pod u isto¢nom di-
jelu prostorije. Pretpostavljamo da se prosto-
rija nastavljala prema jugu, te da je s isto¢ne
strane bila omedena zidom SJ 026, koji se na-
stavlja iz smjera praga (SJ 018) koji je oéuvan
in situ (S1. 7). Dio prostora zapadno od zida SJ
026 pregraden je na nacin da je nad tim zidom
podignut zid SJ 035, Sirine svega 25 cm (S]
013) koji zatvara pravi kut sa zidom SJ 013,
tvore¢i usku prostoriju Sirine oko 1,5 metara
diji je pod takoder prekriven mozaikom (S]

* A, STARAC, 2002, 29-30.

ered by a geometric motif consisting of four
black tesserae surrounding a single white one.
This motif is evenly distributed across the floor
surface. Mosaic background consists of white
tesserae.” Identical floor mosaic in the Istria re-
gion, with corresponding orientation of motifs
in relation to the villa walls, was found at the
archaeological site on the eastern coast of the
Karpinjan peninsula near Novigrad.*

In the later phase, the floor mosaic was cov-
ered with a flooring (SU 012 and 014) that
represents the bedding of the floor mosaic
from the younger phase, judging from the
individual finds of tesserae. The wall and the
vault of the room were decorated with stuc-
cowork as confirmed by the finds from de-
struction layer (SU 009) that covered the floor

3 L. MILOTIC BULIC, 2015, 10.
3 A.STARAC, 2002, 29-30.
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SLIKA 7. Prag in situ (foto: T. Salov)
FIGURE 7 In situ threshold (photo: T. Salov)
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SLIKA 8. Podni mozaik od ve¢ih kamenih tesera i poloZaj fistule u odnosu na razinu poda (foto: T. Salov)

FIGURE 8 Floor mosaic made of larger stone tesserae and position of fistula in relation to the floor level (photo: T. Salov)

030) od ve¢ih keramickih tesera (dimenzija 3
x 3 cm). Rubni dijelovi podnog mozaika znat-
no su ofte¢eni prodiranjem korijenja stabala.
Razina poda ove prostorije niza je za 20 cm od
prostorije s podnim mozaikom ukrasenim ge-
ometrijskim motivom (Sl. 8). U juznom dijelu
te prostorije otkriven je dio olovne vodovodne
cijevi (fistula) (S] 027), ¢iji je nastavak izvan
okvira istrazenog podrudja. Cijev je otkrivena
iznad razine podnog mozaika, u sloju zemlje,
a pruza se paralelno na zid SJ 026. S obzirom
na polozaj i kotu, cijev predstavlja kasniji in-
frastrukturni zahvat. U dijelu prethodno isko-
panog kanala uz prometnicu takoder su otkri-
veni dijelovi olovne cijevi s o¢uvanim detaljem
njihova spoja, koji je izveden na nacin da su ci-
jevi zavarene lijevanjem olova (S1. 9).% Postav-
lja se pitanje je li dotok vode bio omoguéen

* ]J.-P.ADAM, 1988, 276.

in the eastern part of the room. We assume
that the room continued southwards, and that
it was bounded on the eastern side by SU 026
that continues from the direction of the in situ
preserved threshold (SU 018) (fig. 7). A part
of the space west of wall SU 026 was parti-
tioned by erecting wall SU 035, only 25 cm
wide, over wall SU 026. Wall SU 035 lies at a
right angle with wall SU 013 making a narrow
room about 1.5 meters wide whose floor is also
covered with a mosaic (SU 030) made of larg-
er ceramic tesserae (dimensions 3 x 3 cm). Pe-
ripheral parts of the floor mosaic were severely
damaged owing to tree root penetration. The
floor level in this room was 20 cm lower than
the room with the floor mosaic featuring a ge-
ometric motif (Fig. 8). Southern part of this
room yielded a part of lead water pipe (fistula)
(SU 027), extending further outside the exca-
vation scope. The pipe was discovered atop the
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SLIKA 9. Detalj spoja dviju vodovodnih cijevi (foto: T. Salov)
FIGURE 9 Connection of two water pipes, detail (photo: T. Salov)

SLIKA 10. Odnos odvodnog kanala i susjedne prostorije s podnim mozaikom (foto: T. Salov)
FIGURE 10 Relation of the drainage canal to the neighboring room with floor mosaic (photo:T. Salov)
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iz vodovoda, odnosno castellum aquae koji je
opskrbljivao vilu u juznom dijelu uvale, a ¢iji
je sastavni dio masivna zidana struktura koja
je vodila do dviju cisterni u sjeveroistoénom
dijelu juzne vile.*® Voda je kaptirana iz obli-
znjeg izvora na podrudju poznatom po nazivu
Liznjemoro ili Sv. Pelegrin.’

Isto¢no od navedene prostorije, uz zid S]
026, dijelom je sacuvan odvodni kanal (S]
045) ¢iji su bo¢ni zidovi formirani od klesana-
ca polozenih bez koriStenja veziva. Poklopnice
(SJ 046) su nepravilni kameni blokovi neujed-
nacenih dimenzija (SL. 10).

Prostor sjeverno od prostorije s podnim mo-
zaikom u opus tessellatum (S] 011) predstavlja
dio na kojem je koncentriran niz dogradnji,
pregradnji i preinaka u odnosu na izvornu na-
mjenu ovog prostora. Naime, moguce je prepo-
znati dvije prostorije odijeljene zidom SJ 002,
koji se pruza okomito na prije opisani zid SJ
004, odnosno okomito u odnosu na zid koji je
sa sjeverne strane zatvarao prostoriju s navede-
nim podnim mozaikom. U zapadnoj prostoriji
otkriveno je nekoliko slojeva podnica (S§] 007,
025 i 038). Najraniju fazu ove prostorije tvore
zidovi SJ 036 i 039, poloZeni okomito jedan
na drugi, te podnica S] 038. Naknadno je uz
jedan od zidova (SJ 039), s njegove zapadne
strane, pridodan zid $irine 45 cm (SJ 037).
Prostor isto¢no od osnovnog zida S] 002 dozi-
vio je pak prenamjenu: izvorna prostorija, koja
se nastavlja izvan okvira istrazenog prostora, i
koja je bila omedena zidovima SJ 002 i 004,
pregradena je podizanjem novih zidova uz ve¢
postojece: zida SJ 008 uz zid S] 002, ojacanja
koje tvori okomito polozeno neobradeno ka-
menje povezano zbukom uz sjeverno lice zida
SJ 004 (S] 010) te formiranjem zida SJ 021
u sjevernom dijelu prostorije. Isto¢ni perime-
tralni zid ove manje prostorije sa¢uvan je tek u
tragovima. Tvori ga ugao susjedne prostorije
—zid SJ 015, koja se proteze dalje prema isto-
ku, odnosno izvan istrazenog prostora. SJ 015

% D, BULIC, 2014, 267; A. GNIRS, 1912, 5-9.
7 R.MATIJASIC, 1998, 291.

level of the floor mosaic, in a layer of earth,
running parallel with wall SU 026. Consider-
ing its position and elevation, the pipe relates
to some later infrastructure procedure. The
segment of previously excavated canal along
the road yielded parts of a lead pipe with pre-
served detail of their connection executed by
casting lead to weld the tubes (Fig. 9).%° A
question arises if the water supply system, that
is castellum aquae that supplied the villa in the
southern part of the bay, also fed this part of
the site with water. Castellum aquae comprised
a massive walled structure leading to two cis-
terns in the northeastern part of the southern
villa.’® Intake source of water was a nearby
spring known as Liznjemoro or St Pelegrin.”
East of the mentioned room, along wall SU
026, a drainage canal was partially preserved
(SU 045), whose lateral walls were made of
ashlars laid without any binding agent. Coarse
stone blocks of uneven dimensions (SU 046)
were used to cover the canal (Fig. 10).

The area north of the room with the opus tes-
sellatum floor mosaic (SU 011) represents a seg-
ment with a number of partitions, annexes and
alterations in relation to the original function of
this space. Namely, one can discern two rooms
divided by wall SU 002, spreading perpendicu-
larly to previously described wall SU 004, that
is perpendicularly to the wall that closed the
room with the mentioned floor mosaic on the
northern side. Several layers of floors (SU 007,
025 and 038) were found in the western room.
The earliest phase of this room consists of walls
SU 036 and 039, in perpendicular disposition,
and floor SU 038. A wall measuring 45 cm in
width was subsequently added along one of the
walls (SU 039), on its western side. The area
east of the basic wall SU 002 was restructured:
the original room, extending outside the frame-
work of the explored area, bounded by walls
SU 002 and 004, was partitioned by erecting

% J-P. ADAM, 1988, 276.
3 D, BULIC, 2014, 267; A. GNIRS, 1912, 5-9.
% R.MATIJASIC, 1998, 291.
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SLIKA 11. Adaptacija prostorije u sjevernom dijelu istrazenog podrucja (foto: T. Salov)

FIGURE 11 Room adaptation in northern part of the excavated area (photo: T. Salov)

smjesten je uz SJ 004. Uz unutarnji dio zida
SJ 015 otkriveni su ostatci zidne zZbuke i mra-
morne oplate. Prostor unutar tako formirane
prostorije bio je ispunjen slojem rahle zbuke
(5] 006) debljine vise od pola metra (SI. 11).

Naknadno pregradivanje prostora vile vid-
ljitvo je i u krajnjem juznom dijelu istrazene
povrsine. Na podnici (§] 049 i 051) izvorno
jedinstvene prostorije podignut je zid graden
od klesanaca povezanih zbukom (S] 041) koji
je preslojio rubni dio kanala SJ 045. Kasni-
ju intervenciju predstavljaju i ostatci zidova
gradeni od klesanaca (S] 043 i 044), takoder
orijentirani u pravcu zapad-istok, koji su po-
dignuti nad podnicom na udaljenosti svega 1
metar od zida SJ 041. Zidovi se nastavljaju da-
lje u profilu, prema prometnici i prema istoku.
Koli¢ina rasutih mozaickih tesera u slojevima
podnica upucuje na to da su podovi prostorija
bili prekriveni mozaikom i u fazama adaptacije
tog dijela vile.
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new walls along the extant ones: wall SU 008
along wall SU 002, a reinforcement consisting
of vertically arranged undressed stones bound
with mortar along the northern face of wall SU
004 (SU 010) and by building wall SU 021 in
the northern part of the room. Eastern perim-
eter wall of this smaller room is preserved only
in traces. It consists of a corner of the nearby
room — wall SU 015 extending further east-
wards, outside the explored area. SU 015 abuts
SU 004. Remains of wall mortar and marble
veneer were found along the inner side of wall
SU 015. The space of the room formed in this
way was filled with a layer of loose mortar (SU
006), over half a meter thick (Fig. 11).
Subsequent remodeling of the villa area
is visible in the peripheral southern parts of
the excavated area. On the floor (SU 04 and
051) of the originally one room, a wall was
erected of dressed stones bound with mortar

(SU 041) that overlay the edge of the canal SU
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Arheoloske radove popratila je preventivna
za$tita mozaickog poda s geometrijskim mo-
tivom i dijelova o¢uvane zidne zbuke.* Sloj
tesera oSteCen je korijenjem stabala Cije je Si-
renje dovelo do odvajanja povriinskog sloja
od ostatka podnice. Mozaik je oSteten i ne-
kontroliranim iskopom kanala uz prometni-
cu, Sto je izazvalo pucanje povrsine mozaika.
Konsolidiran je izradom obruba od vapnenog
morta, nakon Cega je ocis¢en mehanicki.** Na
zidovima je dijelom oc¢uvan prvi, pripremni
sloj zidne obloge izraden od vapnene zbuke.
Zasticen je injektiranjem vapnenim mlijekom
i op$ivanjem.®

Istrazen i dokumentiran dio vile je u konac¢-
nici priviemeno konzerviran. Zidovi i podni
mozaici prekriveni su geotekstilom i nasuti
rizlom. Stanje otkrivenih struktura i veli¢ina
otvorene povrsine nisu bili dostatni za prezen-
taciju nalaza iz situ. To bi bilo moguce isklju-
¢ivo Sirenjem iskopa i izradom adekvatne pro-
jektne dokumentacije zastite zidova i podnih
mozaika.

Tijekom istrazivanja otkrivene su iznimno
male koli¢ine kuhinjskog i stolnog posuda:
nekoliko ulomaka terre sigillate, svega jedno
dno posude tankih stijenki i nesto ulomaka
grube kuhinjske keramike. Prikupljeno je de-
setak ulomaka amfora tipa Dressel 2-4 i Dressel
6B. Iako je navedene pokretne nalaze moguée
datirati u period od ranog 1. do sredine 2. sto-
ljeca, ¢injenica da su otkriveni u povr$inskom
sloju (§] 001 i 005) ne pomaze u datiranju
vremena koriStenja pojedinih prostorija unu-
tar vile. Nalazi su ispremijesani korijenjem i
unistavanjem struktura.

U tim slojevima otkriveni su i svi numiz-
maticki nalazi: pet broncanih i jedan srebrni
novéié. Cetiri su Citljiva i pripadaju Faustini
Augusti, Konstantinu Velikom i Valentinijanu
L., $to ih datira redom u 2. i 4. stoljece.

Otkrivena je velika koli¢ina rasutih tesera

% Preventivnu konzervaciju obavila je L. Miloti¢ Buli¢ za vri-
jeme provodenja arheoloskog istraZivanja.

¥ L.MILOTIC BULIC, 2015, 4-6.

“ L.MILOTIC BULIC, 2015, 11.

045. Later intervention can also be recognized
in the wall remains consisting of ashlars (SU
043 and 044), also aligned west east, built over
the floor at a distance of only one meter from
wall SU 041. The walls continue further in
profile, towards the road, but also eastwards.
The amount of scattered mosaic tesserae in the
floor layers suggests that the room floors were
covered in mosaics also in phases of remode-
ling of this part of the villa.

Archaeological works were accompanied
by preventive protection of the mosaic floor
featuring a geometric motif and parts of pre-
served wall mortar.”® The layer of tesserae was
damaged by tree roots whose spreading led to
detaching of the surface layer from the rest of
the floor. The mosaic was also damaged by
digging a canal along the road causing cracks
of the mosaic surface. It was consolidated by
making a lime mortar border, and mechanical-
ly cleaned.”” The first, foundation layer of the
wall cover made of lime mortar was partial-
ly preserved on the walls. It was protected by
lime milk injections and bordering.’

Excavated and documented part of the villa
was finally temporarily conserved. The walls
and floor mosaics were covered with geotextile
and filled with gravel. State of the recovered
structures and size of the open area were in-
sufficient for 7z situ presentation of the finds.
This would be possible only if the excavation
area was extended and corresponding project
documentation of the wall and floor mosaic
protection was made.

During the excavations, exceptionally meager
amounts of kitchen- and tableware were recov-
ered: few sherds of terra sigillata, only one base
of a thin-walled vessel and some fragments of
coarse kitchen pottery. There were about ten
fragments of amphorae, types Dressel 2-4 and
Dressel 6B. Although all the mentioned small
finds can be dated to the chronological range

% L. Miloti¢ Buli¢ was in charge of preventive conservation
during the archaeological investigations.

»  L.MILOTIC BULIC, 2015, 4-6.

© L. MILOTIC BULIC, 2015, 11.
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SLIKA 12. Ulomci pravokutnih tubula kojima je kroz zidove strujio topli zrak; na vanjskim stijenkama
imaju Zljebove radi boljeg prianjanja zbuke (foto: T. Salov)

FIGURE 12 Fragments of rectangular tubuli through which warm air circulated in walls; grooves on outer
sides for better plaster adhesion (photo: T. Salov)

SLIKA 13. Stuko-ukras s urusenog stropa iz prostorije s podnim mozaikom ukrasenim geometrijskim
motivom (foto: T. Salov)

FIGURE 13 Stucco decoration from collapsed ceiling from the room with floor mosaic decorated with
geometric motif (photo: T. Salov)
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SLIKA 14. Ulomak zidne mramorne oplate od zelenog porfira (foto: T. Salov)
FIGURE 14 Fragment of marble veneer of green porphyry (photo: T. Salov)

SLIKA 15. Ulomci zidne oplate od mramora cipollina (foto: T. Salov)
FIGURE 15 Fragments of wall veneer of cipollino marble (photo:T. Salov)
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mozaika. Na njih se nailazilo u gotovo svim
prostorijama, ali nesto veéa kolic¢ina ipak je
prikupljena u povrsinskom sloju zemlje SJ
005. Tesere su kamene (od crnog i bijelog va-
pnenca) i keramicke, a njihove dimenzije va-
riraju od oko 0,5 cm do 5 cm. U tom povr-
sinskom sloju, ali i unutar odvodnog kanala,
otkrivena je manja koli¢ina tesera od staklene
paste Zute, zelene i plave boje, dimenzija 0,5 x
0,8 cm.

Od ostalog gradevnog materijala najvise su
zastupljeni ulomci tubula (SI. 12), tegula, im-
breksa, mala koli¢ina keramic¢kih podnih opla-
ta (spicae) te mramornih oplata bijele i sive
boje, od zelenog porfira ili serpentino (lapis la-
cedaemonius) (Sl. 14) i cipollina (marmor cary-
stium) (Sl. 15). Prikupljeni su iz svih slojeva
podnica i uru$enja, jednako kao i ve¢a kolic¢ina
zidnih ukrasa u $tuku s motivom astragala i
akantusa (Sl. 13). Tubuli i mramorne oplate,
zajedno s geometrijskim ukrasom podnog mo-
zaika u opus tessellatum, predstavljaju terminus
post quem za dataciju otkrivenih dijelova vile.
Naime, primjena tubula kao sastavnog ele-
menta zidnog grijanja zapocinje u 1. stoljeu
n. e.*! Otkriveni su i ulomci fresko ukrasa, ali
rasuti i manjih dimenzija. Na njima su zastu-
pljene zelena, plava i nebeskoplava, te bijela i
crna boja. Ulomci prozorskog stakla uglavnom
su otkriveni u dnu kanala uz prometnicu, koji
je prethodno iskopan bagerom.

ZAKLJUCAK

Istrazeni prostor dio je $ireg sklopa vile u sje-
vernom dijelu valbandonske uvale Ribnjaka,
koju je, do sada, najopseznije istrazio A. Gnirs
pocéetkom 20. stolje¢a. Izuzev nalaza mozaic-
kih podnica koji su fotografski dokumentira-
ni, te podatcima o konzervaciji nalaza in situ,
s obzirom na to da arheoloske strukture danas
nisu vidljive na terenu (izuzev istoéne ekse-
dre), Gnirsove pretpostavke o namjeni pro-

4 J.-P. ADAM, 1988, 294; M. BIANCHINI, 2010, 344.
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from the early 1* to the mid-2" century, the
fact that they were found in the surface layer
(SU 001 and 005) is not helpful in determin-
ing the period of use of certain rooms within
the villa. The finds were mixed due to the root
action and structure destruction.

All numismatic finds were recovered from
these layers as well: five bronze coins and one
silver example. Four had legible legends which
contain a mention of Faustina Augusta, Con-
stantine the Great and Valentinian I, dating
them to the 2" and 4™ centuries.

A big amount of scattered mosaic tesserae
were found in almost all rooms, but they were
somewhat more densely concentrated in the
surface layer of SU 005. Tesserae were made of
stone (black and white limestone) or ceramics,
and their dimensions range from about 0.5 cm
to 5 cm. This surface layer, but also the drain-
age canal, yielded few tesserae of glass paste in
yellow, green and blue color with dimensions
of 0.5 x 0.8 cm.

Other finds of building material include
fragments of tubuli (Fig. 12), tegulae, im-
brices, small amount of ceramic floor tiles
(spicae) and white and grey marble veneer, of
green porphyry, serpentino (lapis lacedaemoni-
us) (Fig. 14) and cipollino (marmor carystium)
(Fig. 15). They were recovered from all layers
of floors and layers of destruction, as well as
a considerable amount of wall decorations in
stuccowork with motifs of astragali and acan-
thus (Fig. 13). Tubuli and marble veneer to-
gether with geometric decoration of the floor
mosaic in opus tessellatum, represent terminus
post quem for dating excavated parts of the
villa. Namely, use of tubuli as a wall heating
element started in the 1st century AD.*! Rath-
er small, scattered fragments of fresco decora-
tions were also found, featuring various colors
such as green, blue, azure, white and black.
Window pane pieces were mostly found at the
bottom of the canal dug by a mechanical shov-
el, next to the road.

4 J.-P.ADAM, 1988, 294; M. BIANCHINI, 2010, 344.
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storija potrebno je uzeti s dozom rezerve. Ar-
heolosko istrazivanje koje je provedeno 2015.
godine bilo je zastitnog karaktera, s ciljem pri-
kupljanja podataka nakon zemljanih radova
koji su zapoceti bez dozvole nadleznih sluzbi.
S obzirom na to, istrazivanje je bilo ogranice-
no na uzak prostor uz danasnju prometnicu.
Strukture su otkrivene vrlo plitko, a povr$inski
slojevi su ti koji su sadrzavali najveéu koli¢inu
(iako u konacnici oskudnu) karakteristi¢nih
keramickih nalaza, poput keramickog stolnog
i kuhinjskog posuda. Iz slojeva urusenja pri-
kupljena je pozamasna koli¢ina tubula, koja
nas navodi na pretpostavku o tome da je na
ovom polozaju bio smjesten termalni dio vile.
To potkrjepljuje i nalaz vodovodne cijevi. Mo-
guce je da je voda dopremana sustavom koji
je bio smjesten u juznom dijelu uvale, a koji
je svakako opskrbljivao prostore vile smjestene
duz juzne obale. Elementi luksuzne opreme
prostorija u vidu podnih mozaika, mramornih
oplata zidova i ukrasa u $tuku, ¢ije podatke
donose ve¢ R. Weisshaupl i A. Gnirs krajem
19. i u prvoj polovici 20. stoljeéa, otkriveni su
i tijekom ovog istrazivanja. Oni su ujedno naj-
sigurniji element datacije izgradnje termalnog
dijela vile u 1. stolje¢u. Unato¢ losem stanju
zidova, utvrden je niz pregradnji i adaptacija
koje su ponajprije datirane numizmatickim
nalazima u razdoblje od 2. do 4. stoljeca.

CONCLUSION

The excavated area is a part of a wider villa
complex in the northern part of Ribnjak bay
in Valbandon that has been most extensively
investigated, so far, by A .Gnirs in the early
20th century. Except for the photographic re-
cord of the mosaic floors, and information on
in situ conservation of finds, these archaeolog-
ical structures are presently not visible (except
for the eastern exedra), so Gnirs’ assumptions
about the function of the rooms should be
taken with a grain of salt. The archaeological
excavation that was conducted in 2015 had
rescue character, with the aim of collecting
information after earthworks starting without
the permit of the authorities in charge. Thus
the excavation was limited to a narrow area
next to the present-day road. Structures were
discovered at shallow positions, and the sur-
face layers yielded the biggest amount (though
finally rather modest) of characteristic ceram-
ic finds such as ceramic table- and kitchen-
ware. Destruction layers yielded a substantial
amount of tubuli, suggesting an assumption
about a thermal part of the villa at this posi-
tion which is additionally corroborated by a
water pipe find. It is possible that water was
distributed over a system situated in the south-
ern part of the bay that had definitely supplied
villa spaces located along the southern shore.
This investigation also resulted in the elements
of luxurious equipment of the rooms such as
floor mosaics, marble veneer and stucco deco-
rations, that were mentioned by R. Weisshaupl
and A. Gnirs as early as the late 19th century
and the first half of the 20th century. These
finds are also the most reliable dating elements
of the construction of the thermal segment to
the 1st century. Despite the poor condition of
the walls, a series of partitions and alterations
was evidenced and dated primarily by the nu-
mismatic finds to the period from the 2nd to
the 4th century.

Translation: Marija Kostié
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